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U.S. Muslims Concerned About Their Place in
Society, but Continue to Believe in the
American Dream

Findings from Pew Research Center’s 2017 survey of U.S. Muslims

The early days of Donald Trump’s presidency have been an anxious time for many Muslim
Americans, according to a new Pew Research Center survey. Overall, Muslims in the United States
perceive a lot of discrimination against their religious group, are leery of Trump and think their
fellow Americans do not see Islam as part of mainstream U.S. society.

Among U.S. Muslims, widespread concern about place in American society

Is there a lot of . Does Donald Trump Do American people In recent years,
discrimination against make you feel see Islam as part of being Muslim in the
Muslims inthe US.? worried? ¢ mainstream society? U.S. has gotten ...

; ... hasn’t
Yes 5 ... more changed
. No 29% difficult much
DK 62% : 50% | 44%
Yes: 75% DTN Yes: 68%
| :
Other/depends/DK . ..easier ] DK/
' 3% ref.
3%

Source: Survey conducted Jan. 23-May 2, 2017.
“U.S. Muslims Concerned About Their Place in Society, but Continue to Believe in the American Dream”
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At the same time, however, Muslim Americans express a persistent streak of optimism and
positive feelings. Overwhelmingly, they say they are proud to be Americans, believe that hard work
generally brings success in this country and are satisfied with the way things are going in their own
lives — even if they are not satisfied with the direction of the country as a whole.

www.pewresearch.org



Indeed, nearly two-thirds of
Muslim Americans say they are
dissatisfied with the way things are
going in the U.S. today. And about
three-quarters say Donald Trump is
unfriendly toward Muslims in
America. On both of these counts,
Muslim opinion has undergone a
stark reversal since 2011, when
Barack Obama was president, at
which point most Muslims thought
the country was headed in the right
direction and viewed the president
as friendly toward them.

In addition, half of Muslim
Americans say it has become
harder to be Muslim in the U.S. in
recent years. And 48% say they
have experienced at least one
incident of discrimination in the
past 12 months.
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Most U.S. Muslims dissatisfied with direction
of country, wary of Trump

Direction of country President is ...
74% Unfriendly
toward
64% Dissatisfied 64% Muslims
56%
38
29 Satisfied :
T Friendly
toward
—12 Muslims
7 7 Don't know 5+ 9 Neutral
4 0O 5 Don't know
1 1
2011 2017 2011 2017
(Obama) (Trump)

Note: Figures may not add to 100% due to rounding.

Source: Survey conducted Jan. 23-May 2, 2017.

“U.S. Muslims Concerned About Their Place in Society, but Continue to Believe in
the American Dream”

PEW RESEARCH CENTER
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But alongside these reports of discrimination, a similar — and growing — share (49%) of Muslim
Americans say someone has expressed support for them because of their religion in the past year.
And 55% think Americans in general are friendly toward U.S. Muslims, compared with just 14%
who say they are unfriendly.

Despite the concerns and perceived challenges they face, 89% of Muslims say they are both proud
to be American and proud to be Muslim. Fully eight-in-ten say they are satisfied with the way
things are going in their lives. And a large majority of U.S. Muslims continue to profess faith in the
American dream, with 70% saying that most people who want to get ahead can make it in America
if they are willing to work hard.

Nine-in-ten U.S. Muslims proud to be American

“l am proud to be an American” Disagree DK In past year, has someone expressed
support for you because you are Muslim? DK

Yes: 49% No: 51 1

Agree: 92% 6 2

Satisfied with way things going in own life today DK

i o toward Muslim Americans
Dissatisfied DK
Neither/ Friendly: 55% Neutral: 30 14 2

Most can get ahead with hard work both/DK Unfriendly

70% 29 1

Hard work no guarantee of success

Note: Figures may not add to 100% due to rounding.
Source: Survey conducted Jan. 23-May 2, 2017.
“U.S. Muslims Concerned About Their Place in Society, but Continue to Believe in the American Dream”
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These are among the key findings of Pew Research Center’s new survey of U.S. Muslims,
conducted Jan. 23 to May 2, 2017, on landlines and cellphones, among a representative sample of
1,001 Muslim adults living in the United States. This is the third time Pew Research Center has
conducted a comprehensive survey of U.S. Muslims. The Center’s initial survey of Muslim
Americans was conducted in 2007; the second survey took place in 2011.

The new survey asked U.S. Muslims about a wide variety of topics, including religious beliefs and
practices, social values, views on extremism and political preferences. While the survey finds that a
majority disapprove of the way Trump is handling his job, this is not the first time the community
has looked askance at a Republican in the White House. Indeed, Muslim Americans are no more
disapproving of Trump today than they were of George W. Bush’s performance in office during his
second term a decade ago.

And while Muslims say they face a variety of challenges and obstacles in the U.S., this too is
nothing new. The share of U.S. Muslims who say it is getting harder to be a Muslim in America has
hovered around 50% over the past 10 years. Over the same period, half or more of Muslims have
consistently said that U.S. media coverage of Muslims is unfair.

The Muslim population in the U.S. is growing and highly diverse, made up largely of immigrants
and the children of immigrants from all across the world. Indeed, respondents in the survey hail
from at least 75 nations — although the vast majority are now U.S. citizens. As a group, Muslims
are younger and more racially diverse than the general population.

Muslims also are quite varied in their religious allegiances and observances. Slightly more than
half of U.S. Muslims are Sunnis (55%), but significant minorities identify as Shiite (16%) or as “just
Muslim” (14%). Most Muslims say religion is very important in their lives (65%), and about four-
in-ten (42%) say they pray five times a day. But many others say religion is less important to them
and that they are not so consistent in performing salah, the ritual prayers that constitute one of
the Five Pillars of Islam and traditionally are performed five times each day.

The survey also shows that Muslims largely share the general public’s concerns about religious
extremism. Indeed, if anything, Muslims may be more concerned than non-Muslims about
extremism in the name of Islam. Yet most Muslims say there is little support for extremism within
the U.S. Muslim community, and few say they think violence against civilians can be justified in
pursuit of religious, political or social causes.

www.pewresearch.org
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Muslims concerned about extremism, both globally and in U.S.

Overall, eight-in-ten Muslims (82%) say they are either very concerned (66%) or somewhat
concerned (16%) about extremism in the name of Islam around the world. This is similar to the
percentage of the U.S. general public that shares these concerns (83%), although Muslims are
more likely than U.S. adults overall to say they are very concerned about extremism in the name of
Islam around the world (66% vs. 49%).

About seven-in-ten Muslims — and a similar share of Americans overall — are concerned about
extremism in the name of Islam in the U.S., including roughly half of U.S. Muslims (49%) who say
they are very concerned about domestic extremism.

Among both Muslims and the larger U.S. public, concern about extremism around the world is
higher now than it was in 2011 (see Chapter 5 for details on trends over time).

Like U.S. public overall, Muslims concerned about extremism in hame of Islam

How concerned are you about extremism in the name of Islam around the world?

NET Very/somewhat concerned: 82% NET Not too/
not at all
Very concerned Somewhat concerned  concerned DK

NET Very/somewhat concerned: 83%

How concerned are you about extremism in the name of Islam in the U.S.?

NET Very/somewhat concerned: 71%
NET Not too/

Very concerned Somewhat concerned  not at all concerned DK

NET Very/somewhat concerned: 70%

Note: Figures may not add to 100% or to subtotals indicated due to rounding.
Source: Survey conducted Jan. 23-May 2, 2017. U.S. general public data from survey conducted Feb. 7-12, 2017.
“U.S. Muslims Concerned About Their Place in Society, but Continue to Believe in the American Dream”

PEW RESEARCH CENTER
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While concern about extremism has risen, there is little change in perceptions of how much
support for extremism exists among Muslims in the United States. Nearly three-quarters of U.S.
Muslims (73%) say there is little or no support for extremism among American Muslims, while
about one-in-six say there is either a “fair amount” (11%) or a “great deal” (6%) of support for
extremism within the U.S. Muslim community.

The overall American public is more divided on this question. While 54% of U.S. adults say there is
little or no support for extremism among Muslim Americans, roughly a third (35%) say there is at
least a “fair amount” of backing for extremism among U.S. Muslims, including 11% who think
there is a “great deal.” (For more information about how the U.S. public views Muslims and Islam,
see Chapter 7.)

Three-quarters of Muslims see little or no support for extremism among U.S. Muslims

% who say thereis __ support for extremism among Muslims living in the U.S.
—NET Great deal/ - NET Not much/none at all: 73%
fair amount: 17%
Great deal Fair amount Not much None at all DK
U.S. Muslims [{58 11 30 43 10
General public 40 15 10
-NET Great deal/fair amount: 35%— —— NET Not much/none at all: 54%

Note: Figures may not add to 100% or to subtotals indicated due to rounding.
Source: Survey conducted Jan. 23-May 2, 2017. U.S. general public data from survey conducted Feb. 7-12, 2017.
“U.S. Muslims Concerned About Their Place in Society, but Continue to Believe in the American Dream”

PEW RESEARCH CENTER
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When asked whether targeting and killing civilians
can be justified to further a political, social or
religious cause, 84% of U.S. Muslims say such tactics
can rarely (8%) or never (76%) be justified, while 12%
say such violence can sometimes (7%) or often (5%)
be justified.

This question was designed to be asked of the general
public as well. Compared with the U.S. public as a
whole, Muslims are more likely to say targeting and
killing civilians for political, social or religious reasons
is never justifiable (76% vs. 50%). Roughly equal
shares of Muslims (5%) and Americans as a whole
(3%) say such tactics are often justified (the difference
between these numbers is not statistically
significant).!

When is Killing civilians seen as
justifiable?

To better understand what some people
had in mind when answering this
question about targeting and Killing
civilians for political, social or religious
reasons, Pew Research Center staff
called back a small number of
respondents and conducted non-
scientific follow-up interviews. Many
respondents - both Muslims and non-
Muslims - who said violence against
civilians can sometimes or often be
justified said they had in mind situations
other than terrorism, such as military
action or self-defense. For more details
on this question, see Chapter 5, page
96.

Compared with general public, Muslims more likely to say targeting,

killing civilians is never justifiable

Some people think targeting and killing civilians can be justified in order to further a political, social
or religious cause. Other people believe that, no matter what the reason, this kind of violence can

never be justified. How do you personally feel?

Can never be justified

59%

NET Can rarely/never be justified: 84%

NET Can often/

sometimes be

Can rarely be justified  justified: 12% DK
| |

General public

Note: Figures may not add to 100% due to rounding.

NET Can rarely/never be justified: 83% ————

11 3 3
| |
Sometimes Often

NET: 14%

Source: Survey conducted Jan. 23-May 2, 2017. U.S. general public data from survey conducted Feb. 7-12, 2017.
“U.S. Muslims Concerned About Their Place in Society, but Continue to Believe in the American Dream”

PEW RESEARCH CENTER

1 Based on standard tests of statistical significance that take into account the survey’s margin of error (including the effects of a complex

sample design). See the Methodology (page 133) for details.
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While U.S. Muslims are concerned about extremism and overwhelmingly opposed to the use of
violence against civilians, they also are somewhat mistrustful of law enforcement officials and
skeptical of the integrity of government sting operations. About four-in-ten U.S. Muslims (39%)
believe most Muslims who have been arrested in the U.S. on suspicion of plotting terrorist acts
posed a real threat. But three-in-ten (30%) say law enforcement officers have arrested mostly
people who were tricked and did not pose a real threat. And an additional three-in-ten volunteer
that “it depends” or offer another response or no response. Views on this topic among the general
public are less divided: A majority of U.S. adults (62%) say officers in sting operations have mostly
arrested people who posed a real threat to others.

Meanwhile, about a third of Muslim Americans say they are either very worried (15%) or
somewhat worried (20%) that the government monitors their phone calls and emails because of
their religion. However, on a different question — which does not mention religion — Muslims
actually are less likely than Americans overall to think the government is monitoring them: About
six-in-ten Muslims (59%) say it is either very likely or somewhat likely that the government
monitors their communications, compared with 70% of the general public.

www.pewresearch.org
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Roughly half of Muslims say they have experienced recent discrimination

In addition to gauging broad
concerns about discrimination,
the survey also asked Muslims
whether they personally have
experienced a few specific kinds
of discrimination within the past
year. The share of U.S. Muslims
who say they have faced at least
one of these types of
discrimination has risen
modestly in recent years.

About a third of Muslims, for
example, say they have been
treated with suspicion over the
past 12 months because of their
religion. Nearly one-in-five say
they have been called offensive
names or singled out by airport
security, while one-in-ten say
they have been singled out by
other law enforcement officials.
And 6% say they have even been
physically threatened or
attacked.

Half of U.S. Muslims experienced at least one instance
of religious discrimination in the past year

% of U.S. Muslims who say they have been
because they are Muslim

48%
/
NET Experienced at least one 40%

of the following

Treated with suspicion 26

32
28
22
21
Singled out by airport security 18/\ %3
13

Called offensive names 15

. C/\)10

Singled out by other law enforcement

6
6
Physically threatened or attacked 4 O™
[ T T T T T 1
2007 2011 2017

Source: Survey conducted Jan. 23-May 2, 2017.
“U.S. Muslims Concerned About Their Place in Society, but Continue to Believe in
the American Dream”

PEW RESEARCH CENTER

In total, nearly half of Muslims (48%) say they have experienced at least one of these types of

discrimination over the past year, which is up slightly from 2011 (43%) and 2007 (40%). In

addition, nearly one-in-five U.S. Muslims (18%) say they have seen anti-Muslim graffiti in their

local community in the last 12 months.

www.pewresearch.org
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Experiences with discriminatory treatment are
especially common among those whose
appearance identifies them as Muslim. Overall,
about four-in-ten Muslims (38%) — including
half of Muslim women (49%) — say that on a
typical day, there is something distinctive about
their appearance, voice or clothing that people
might associate with Muslims. Of those whose
appearance is identifiably Muslim, nearly two-
thirds (64%) say they have experienced at least
one of the specific types of discrimination asked
about in the survey. Among Muslims who say
they do not have a distinctively Muslim
appearance, fewer report these types of
experiences (39%).

While roughly half of Muslims say they have
experienced a specific instance of
discrimination over the past year, a similar
share (49%) say someone has expressed
support for them because they are Muslim in
the past 12 months. The percentage of U.S.
Muslims who report this type of experience is
up significantly since 2011 (37%) and 2007
(32%).

Those with distinctively Muslim
appearance more likely to experience
discrimination

% who say they have experienced at least one type of
discriminatory treatment

%
Have clothing/appearance identifying them as Muslim 64
39

Among U.S. Muslims who ...

Do not have distinctive Muslim appearance

Source: Survey conducted Jan. 23-May 2, 2017.
“U.S. Muslims Concerned About Their Place in Society, but Continue
to Believe in the American Dream”

PEW RESEARCH CENTER

Growing number of U.S. Muslims say
they received expressions of support

In past 12 months, has someone expressed support for
you because you are Muslim?

2007 2011 2017
% % %
Yes 32 37 49
No 66 62 51
Don’t know 2 1 1
100 100 100

Note: Figures may not add to 100% due to rounding.
Source: Survey conducted Jan. 23-May 2, 2017.

“U.S. Muslims Concerned About Their Place in Society,
to Believe in the American Dream”

PEW RESEARCH CENTER

but Continue
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In their own words: What Muslims said about discrimination and support

Pew Research Center staff called back some of the Muslim American respondents in this survey to get
additional thoughts on some of the topics covered. Here is a sampling of what they said about their
experiences with discrimination and the expressions of support they have received:

“I have definitely experienced both [discrimination and support]. I've had people make comments and of
course they’ll give me weird looks and things like that. But I've definitely heard people [make] rude
comments straight to my face. I've also had people say really nice things about my hijab, or say it’s
beautiful or say they think my religion is beautiful.” - Muslim woman under 30

“There was a time where | used to wear a veil that covered my face, the nigab, and | take public
transportation, and when | was on a bus someone claimed | was a terrorist. | did not know what to do
because no one ever called me that. The person was sitting near me, and | remember getting off the bus.
No one came to my defense and | did not expect anyone to come to my defense. If you cover your face,
people assume you are dangerous. | don’t wear the nigab anymore. ... | heard a woman took a bus and she
wore nigab and got attacked. People were worried for my safety, and | did not want to take a chance. | wear
the hijab [covering the hair, but not face] now. This happened a year ago and after that | stopped wearing a
nigab. Now, | get questions a lot, but people are not afraid. [When wearing the nigab], people assumed |
was not born here and don’t speak English. Even wearing hijab | get that. But with hijab, there is curiosity
but not discrimination.” - Muslim woman under 30

“I have lived in this country for 15 years and have never had a bad experience because of my religion or
faith.” - Muslim woman over 60

“I have never experienced discrimination in a direct or targeted way. Things have been very good. But
sometimes | see someone looking at me funny because of my accent and the way | look, and it makes me a
little uncomfortable. But | have a lot of support. Everyone | work with supports me, so | have many people
who can help.” - Muslim man under 30

“I have a lot of friends, and just community members, who are very open - who are glad to have this kind of
diversity in their community, where there aren’t a lot of Muslims at all. I'm probably the only Muslim they
know or they’ll ever know. And they’re glad for that, and they like to give support and be there.” - Muslim
man under 30

“Occasionally [my daughter] would say kids make fun of her. Or the kids would ask, ‘Are you bald under
hijab?’ ‘Why don’t you show your hair?’ ... [While attending a parade], a couple from [the South] engaged
my daughter, and my wife was sitting on one bench and my other daughter and | were sitting on another.
And she started asking her, ‘Does your dad make you wear this?’” And my daughter was prepared to
respond and said, ‘Nope. This is my choice. He supports me. It’s not required. My mom doesn’t wear it. But
| wear it because | choose to wear it.’” | think those types of experiences are something she goes through,
and | think we basically reassure her every time that we get an opportunity: ‘This is what you’ve chosen to
do. Now you have chosen to express yourself, and we stand by you 100%. This is America and everyone is
free to choose to live the way they choose.”” - Muslim father

www.pewresearch.org



Muslims leery of Trump

The relationship between
Donald Trump and the U.S.
Muslim community has received
a lot of media coverage,
especially following Trump’s
statement during the campaign
that he would seek a “total and
complete shutdown of Muslims
entering the United States” and
his executive order blocking
travel from six Muslim-majority
countries.2

About three-quarters of Muslim
Americans (74%) say the
nation’s new chief executive is
unfriendly toward their group,
while two-thirds (65%) say they
disapprove of the way Trump is
handling his job as president.
U.S. Muslim opinion on the
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Most U.S. Muslims say Trump is unfriendly
toward Muslim Americans

% of U.S. Muslims who say the president is ...

Friendly toward U.S. Muslims Neutral Unfriendly
| e —— |
2017
(Trump) [ A2% 9% 4% i DK

2011
(Obama)

% of U.S. Muslims who_____ of president’s handling of job

Approve Don’t know

2017 ‘

2011

e B - | °
2007 - 69 16
(Bush)

Source: Survey conducted Jan. 23-May 2, 2017.

“U.S. Muslims Concerned About Their Place in Society, but Continue to Believe in
the American Dream”

PEW RESEARCH CENTER

Disapprove
|

sitting president has turned dramatically since 2011, when Muslims expressed much more positive

views of Barack Obama.

In 2007, near the end of his second term, George W. Bush received approval ratings from U.S.
Muslims that were about as low as Trump’s today. Respondents in that survey were not asked
whether they thought Bush was friendly toward Muslim Americans.

2 See, for example: R.W. Dec. 15, 2015. “American Muslims in New Jersey talk about Donald Trump.” The Economist.

Pérez-Pena, Richard, and Laurie Goodstein. Nov. 18, 2016. “Muslim Americans Speak of Escalating Worries.” The New York Times.
Shane Scott, Matthew Rosenberd and Eric Lipton. Feb. 1, 2017. “Trump Pushes Dark View of Islam to Center of U.S. Policy-Making.” The New

York Times.

Hauslohner, Abigail. May 21, 2017. “Muslims in U.S. cynical over tone, message in Trump’s speech.” The Washington Post.

www.pewresearch.org
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In the new survey, respondents were asked whether Trump
makes them feel four emotions — two positive (hope and
happiness) and two negative (worry and anger). Fully two-thirds
of Muslim Americans (68%) say the president makes them feel
worried, and 45% say he makes them feel angry. Far fewer say
the president makes them feel hopeful (26%) or happy (17%).

Muslim Americans are less likely than the public as a whole to
say Trump makes them feel hopeful (26% vs. 40%) or happy
(17% vs. 30%), but about as likely to say Trump makes them feel
worried or angry.

www.pewresearch.org

Two-thirds of U.S.
Muslims say Trump
makes them feel worried

Does Donald Trump make you feel
?

u.s.
u.S. general
Muslims public
% %
Worried 68 60
Angry 45 39
Hopeful 26 40
Happy 17 30

Source: Survey conducted Jan. 23-May 2,
2017. U.S. general public data from
surveys conducted Feb. 7-12, 2017 and
April 5-11, 2017.

“U.S. Muslims Concerned About Their Place
in Society, but Continue to Believe in the
American Dream”

PEW RESEARCH CENTER
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Muslims proud to be American, but say they face significant challenges in

U.S. society

U.S. Muslims express pride in their religious
and national identities alike. Fully 97% agree
with the statement, “I am proud to be Muslim.”
Nearly as many (92%) say they agree with the
statement, “I am proud to be an American.” In
total, 89% agree with both statements, saying
they are proud to be Muslim and proud to be
American. Just 6% say they are proud to be
Muslim and not proud to be American, and 1%
say they are proud to be American and not
proud to be Muslim.

Most Muslims proud to be Muslim and
proud to be American

% of U.S. Muslims who say they are ...

%

Proud to be Muslim and proud to be American 89
Proud to be Muslim, not proud to be American
Proud to be American, not proud to be Muslim
Proud of neither/DK/ref. 4

100

Source: Survey conducted Jan. 23-May 2, 2017.
“U.S. Muslims Concerned About Their Place in Society, but Continue

to Believe in the American Dream”
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At the same time, many Muslims say they face a

variety of significant challenges in making their

way in American society. Fully half say that it has become more
difficult to be Muslim in the U.S. in recent years, and an
additional 44% say the difficulty or ease of being Muslim has not
changed very much. Just 3% volunteer that it has become easier
to be Muslim in America.

Muslims who say it has become more difficult to be Muslim in
the U.S. in recent years were asked to describe, in their own
words, the main reasons for this. The most common responses
include statements about Muslim extremists in other countries,
misconceptions and stereotyping about Islam among the U.S.
public, and Trump’s attitudes and policies toward Muslims. (For
full details, see page 75.)

www.pewresearch.org

Half say it is getting
tougher to be Muslim in
the U.S.

% of U.S. Muslims who say it has

become to be Muslim in the
U.S. in recent years

%

More difficult 50
Hasn’t changed much 44
Easier (VOL.) 3
DK/ref. 3
100

Source: Survey conducted Jan. 23-May 2,
2017.

“U.S. Muslims Concerned About Their Place
in Society, but Continue to Believe in the
American Dream”
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19

PEW RESEARCH CENTER

Most Muslims (60%) also perceive media
coverage of Muslims and Islam as unfair, and a
similar share (62%) think the American people
as a whole do not see Islam as part of
mainstream American society. These views are
largely echoed by U.S. adults overall, many of
whom agree that media coverage of Muslims is
unfair and say they personally do not see Islam
as part of mainstream society.

But tension is not the only thing that defines
the relationship between Muslims and the rest
of the U.S. population. Six-in-ten U.S. Muslims
say they have a lot in common with most
Americans. And Muslims are much more likely
to say the American people, in general, are
friendly toward Muslims in the country (55%)
than to view Americans as a whole as unfriendly
(14%). (Three-in-ten say Americans are
generally neutral toward Muslims.) Moreover,
U.S. Muslims have become slightly more likely
to view the American public as friendly toward
them since 2011, when 48% took this position.

Most Muslim Americans say U.S. media
covers Islam unfairly

u.s. U.S. general
Muslims public
U.S. media coverage of Islam and
Muslims is generally ... % %
Fair 27 39
Unfair 60 53
Depends/don’t know 13 8
100 100
Do American people see Islam as
part of mainstream society?* % %
Yes 29 43
No 62 50
Other/don’t know 9 7
100 100

*Muslims were asked whether the American people as a whole see
Islam as part of mainstream society. General public respondents
were asked whether they personally view Islam as part of
mainstream society.

Source: Survey conducted Jan. 23-May 2, 2017. U.S. general public
data from survey conducted April 5-11, 2017.

“U.S. Muslims Concerned About Their Place in Society, but Continue
to Believe in the American Dream”

PEW RESEARCH CENTER
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Muslim women more concerned
than men about their place in
society

The survey finds a consistent gender gap on
several questions about what it is like to be a
Muslim in America, showing that Muslim
women have a higher level of concern than
Muslim men about the place of Muslims in U.S.
society.

For example, more Muslim women than men
say that there is a lot of discrimination against
Muslims in the U.S. today, that they have
personally experienced discrimination and that
it has become more difficult to be Muslim in the
U.S. in recent years.

In addition, more Muslim women than men say
Donald Trump makes them angry or worried,
and more women than men say both Trump
and the Republican Party are unfriendly toward
Muslim Americans.

Muslim women are more likely than Muslim
men to say that they are dissatisfied with the
way things are going in the country and that
media coverage of Muslims is unfair.
Meanwhile, more Muslim men than women say
that they have a lot in common with most
Americans and that the American people in
general are friendly toward Muslim Americans.

Muslim women more likely than men to
say Muslims face variety of challenges

% who say ...
u.S. U.s.
Muslim Muslim
women men Diff.
% %

It is very/somewhat likely that
the government is monitoring
their calls/emails 70 48 -22
GOP is unfriendly toward Muslim
Americans 69 49 -20
Trump makes them feel angry 54 37 -17
U.S. media coverage of Muslims
is unfair 68 52 -16
Trump makes them feel worried 76 60 -16
There is a lot of discrimination
against Muslims in the U.S. 83 68 -15
It has become more difficult to
be Muslim in U.S. in recent years 57 43 -14
They personally experienced at
least one specific incidence of
discrimination in the past year 55 42 -13
Trump is unfriendly toward
Muslim Americans 81 68 -13
They are very/somewhat worried
about government surveillance
due to their religion 41 28 -13
They are dissatisfied with the
way things are going in country 70 58 -12
They have a lot in common with
most Americans 52 68 +16
The American people are friendly
toward Muslim Americans 44 65 +21

Note: All differences are statistically significant.

Source: Survey conducted Jan. 23-May 2, 2017.

“U.S. Muslims Concerned About Their Place in Society, but Continue
to Believe in the American Dream”

PEW RESEARCH CENTER
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In their own words: What Muslims said about their place in America

Pew Research Center staff called back some of the Muslim American respondents in this survey to get
additional thoughts on some of the topics covered. Here is a sampling of what they said about what it is
like to be a Muslim in the United States in 2017:

“One of the things | noticed as | was going through this [survey] process ... as a result of things [such as] ...
Muslims spying on our own population, electronic monitoring, the Muslim lists, | noticed | was actually self-
censoring. | was very nervous about providing the feedback initially. ... It's one of those underlying
subliminal things that just happens. Because you feel like you're in a constant state of nervousness. ... It's
something that is prevalent across the community.” - Immigrant Muslim man

“l don't really feel like | have a lot in common with most Americans. It depends on their upbringing, their
race, everything like that. | think that we have a lot of different ideals, and we believe a lot of different
things. ... So | do feel a lot different, a sense of not fitting in as much.” - Muslim woman under 30

“What | have in common with most Americans is a dedication to this country. We also have in common our
shared humanity. ... We're all struggling to earn, pay our taxes and raise our kids. More and more, I'm
finding it hard to find common ground with people who don’t understand minority communities. The
minorities are becoming the majority, and | know that’s hard for some people. | feel sympathy for them;
empathy as well. But they need to accept this new reality.” - Muslim woman in her 40s

“There is so much attention drawn to people being Muslim and symbols of Islam, hijab being one of them.
We have to take extra caution scanning our surroundings - know where we are, who is around and what
kind of thoughts they might hold for Islam, about Islam or against Islam. Especially when the Muslim ban
was introduced the first time around, | literally felt like the persecution had started. Because we had read
the history of Europe and what happened to the Jewish people in Germany. These little steps lead to bigger
issues later on. So, we really felt like we were threatened. And, fortunately, the justice system stopped
implementation. And later on people stopped talking about it, and after a while it seemed like things might
be getting better.” - Immigrant Muslim man

“l see some immigrants - and not just Muslims, they could be Latinos too - who don’t adapt well to their
new country and don’t want to be part of American society. They stick with others like themselves because
they’re afraid and feel strange here. But that’s not me. | am completely American, and | feel at home here.
When [ first came here, | went to high school and that helped me to become more fully American and to
adapt to the culture. | feel like | have a lot in common with the people | meet and know here, and | feel
completely comfortable here. When you arrive in America as an immigrant, you have to let your past go, or
else you won’t be able to become a part of your new country.” - Muslim man under 30

“I'd say it's been increasingly difficult, really. You almost get that post-9/11 atmosphere in the United
States because of the suppression, really, of minorities and minorities’ thoughts and voices. People like the
alt-right or ultraconservative Trump supporters now have a larger voice that was suppressed just years ago,
and now they’re really allowed to make heard what they think about Muslims and minorities in general. So
it’s a lot of tensions have been rising and fears that we’re going backward.” - Muslim man under 30

www.pewresearch.org
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Muslim demographics: A diverse and young population

Muslims represent a relatively small but rapidly growing portion of the U.S. religious landscape.
Pew Research Center estimates that there are 3.35 million Muslims of all ages living in the U.S. —
up from about 2.75 million in 2011 and 2.35 million in 2007. This means Muslims currently make
up roughly 1% of the U.S. population. (For more information about how many Muslims live in the
U.S. and about how Pew Research Center calculates these figures, see Chapter 1.)

Muslim Americans are largely an immigrant population: Roughly six-in-ten U.S. Muslims ages 18
and over (58%) were born outside the U.S., with origins spread throughout the world. The most
common region of origin for Muslim immigrants is South Asia, where one-in-five U.S. Muslims
were born, including 9% who were born in Pakistan. An additional 13% of U.S. Muslims were born
elsewhere in the Asia-Pacific region (including Iran), 14% in the Middle East or North Africa, and
5% in sub-Saharan Africa.

Many U.S. Muslim adults are immigrants

Foreign born: 58% Native born: 42% (2nd gen.: 18%; 3rd+ gen.: 24%)
0 | o | a3 s ] c [ 20
South Asia Middle East/ Other Asia/ Sub- Other Black Other/DK/ref. race
North Africa Pacific Saharan
Africa
Race/ethnicity of U.S. Muslims Hispanic

8 3
White Black Asian Other/
mixed

Note: Overall results for foreign born/native born repercentaged to exclude nonresponse on the question about place of birth.

Results for race/ethnicity of U.S. Muslims repercentaged to exclude nonresponse on the question about race. Figures may not
add to 100% or to subtotals indicated due to rounding. Whites and blacks include only those who are not Hispanic. Hispanics

are of any race.

Source: Survey conducted Jan. 23-May 2, 2017.

“U.S. Muslims Concerned About Their Place in Society, but Continue to Believe in the American Dream”

PEW RESEARCH CENTER

Due in no small part to their wide range of geographic origins, U.S. Muslims are a racially and
ethnically diverse population. No single racial group forms a majority, with about four-in-ten
Muslim adults (41%) identifying as white (including Arabs and people of Middle Eastern ancestry),
28% identifying as Asian (including people of Pakistani or Indian descent) and one-in-five
identifying as black or African American.

www.pewresearch.org



The data also show that
Muslim Americans are a very
young group. Most Muslim
adults (60%) are under the age
of 40. By comparison, just
38% of the U.S. adult
population as a whole is
younger than 4o0.

Three-in-ten Muslims (31%)
are college graduates, which is
on par with the share of U.S.
adults as a whole who have
completed college. But Muslim
immigrants are, on average,
more highly educated than
both U.S.-born Muslims and
the U.S. public as a whole.
(For more on the
demographics of the U.S.
Muslim population, see
Chapter 1.)
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Majority of U.S. Muslim adults are under 40

- U.S. Muslims -
uU.S. U.S.-born
general Foreign African
public All born U.S. born American
% % % % %
Ages 18-29 21 35 28 45 34
30-39 17 25 28 22 22
40-54 25 26 26 25 31
55+ 36 14 18 9 13
100 100 100 100 100
HS or less 45 39 36 43 61
Some college 25 30 25 37 33
College graduate 31 31 38 21 6
100 100 100 100 100

Note: Results repercentaged to exclude nonresponse. Figures may not add to 100% due to
rounding.

Source: Survey conducted Jan. 23-May 2, 2017. U.S. general public data from U.S. Census
Bureau’s 2016 Current Population Survey Annual Social and Economic Supplement.

“U.S. Muslims Concerned About Their Place in Society, but Continue to Believe in the
American Dream”

PEW RESEARCH CENTER
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Muslims say their faith is not only about beliefs and rituals

The diversity of Muslims in the U.S. extends to religious beliefs and practices as well. While nearly
all Muslims say they are proud to be Muslim, they are not of one mind about what is essential to
being Muslim, and their levels of religious practice vary widely.

Most U.S. Muslims (64%) say there is more than one true way to interpret Islam. They also are
more likely to say traditional understandings of Islam need to be reinterpreted in light of modern
contexts (52%) than to say traditional understandings are all that is needed (38%).

Muslims also were asked whether each of eight actions and behaviors is an “essential” part of what
being Muslim means to them, an “important but not essential” part or “not an important” part.
Fully 85% of Muslims say believing in God is essential to what being Muslim means to them, more
than say the same about any other item in the survey. And nearly three-quarters say “loving the
Prophet Muhammad” is essential to what being Muslim means to them.

Most Muslims say working for justice, protecting environment
among keys to what it means to be Muslim

% of U.S. Muslims whosay  is an “essential” part of what being Muslim means to them

Believing in God | =1k
Loving the Prophet Muhammad [ /4
Working for justice and equality in society
Working to protect the environment
Following the Quran and Sunnah
Eating halal foods
Dressing modestly
Getting married | 2kE

Source: Survey conducted Jan. 23-May 2, 2017.
“U.S. Muslims Concerned About Their Place in Society, but Continue to Believe in the American Dream”

PEW RESEARCH CENTER

Yet many U.S. Muslims say that for them, personally, being Muslim is about more than these core
religious beliefs. Roughly seven-in-ten, for instance, say “working for justice and equality in
society” is an essential part of their Muslim identity, and 62% say the same about “working to
protect the environment” — which is higher than the share of U.S. Christians who said protecting
the environment is essential to their Christian identity in response to a similar question (22%).

www.pewresearch.org
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In other ways, though, U.S. Muslims look
similar to U.S. Christians — on average, the two
groups show roughly equal levels of religious
commitment. About two-thirds of U.S. Muslims
(65%), for instance, say religion is very
important in their lives, as do 68% of
Christians, according to Pew Research Center’s
2014 Religious Landscape Study. And 43% of

Muslim Americans say they attend a mosque on
a weekly basis, on par with the 45% of U.S.
Christians who have described themselves as
weekly churchgoers in recent surveys. Another
12% of U.S. Muslims say they go to a mosque
monthly, and one-in-five (20%) say they go to a
mosque a few times a year, especially for
important Muslim holidays such as Eids.3 (For
more information on Eid and other terms, see
the glossary.)

The survey also shows that eight-in-ten Muslim
Americans say they fast during the Islamic holy
month of Ramadan. And roughly four-in-ten
Muslims (42%) say they pray all five salah daily,
with another 17% saying they make some of the
five salah each day. (Salah is a form of ritual
prayer or observance performed throughout the
day, and praying salah is one of the Five Pillars
of Islam. For more information, see the
glossary.)

U.S. Muslims, Christians exhibit similar
levels of religious commitment

u.s. u.s.
Muslims Christians

How important is religion in your life? % %

Very important 65 68
Somewhat important 22 25
Not too/not at all important 12
Don’t know 1 1
100 100
How often do you attend religious
services? % %
Weekly 43 45
Once or twice a month 12 16
Few times a year 20 21
Seldom/never 26 17
Don’t know <1 1
100 100

Note: Figures may not add to 100% due to rounding. Muslims were
asked, “On average, how often do you attend a mosque or Islamic
center for salah or Jumah prayer? More than once a week, once a
week for Jumah prayer, once or twice a month, a few times a year
especially for the Eid, seldom, or never?” Christians were asked,
“Aside from weddings and funerals, how often do you attend
religious services? More than once a week, once a week, once or
twice a month, a few times a year, seldom, or never?”

Source: Survey conducted Jan. 23-May 2, 2017. Data on
importance of religion for U.S. Christians come from Pew Research
Center’'s 2014 Religious Landscape Study. Data on church
attendance for U.S. Christians come from aggregated Pew Research
Center surveys conducted January-April 2017.

“U.S. Muslims Concerned About Their Place in Society, but Continue
to Believe in the American Dream”

PEW RESEARCH CENTER

3 Traditionally, regular mosque attendance is expected of Muslim men but not required of Muslim women. Perhaps as a result, the survey
finds that Muslim men report attending religious services more frequently than do Muslim women: 63% of Muslim men say they attend a
mosque at least once or twice a month, compared with 46% of Muslim women. Among Christians, this pattern is reversed, with women

reporting higher rates of church attendance than men.

www.pewresearch.org
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Social values: Growing acceptance of homosexuality

American Muslims, like the U.S.
public as a whole, have become
much more accepting of
homosexuality in recent years.
In the first Pew Research Center
survey of Muslims, in 2007, far
more Muslims said
homosexuality should be
discouraged by society (61%)
than said it should be accepted
(27%). By 2011, Muslims were
roughly evenly split on this
question. Today, Muslims who
say homosexuality should be
accepted by society clearly
outnumber those who say it
should be discouraged (52% vs.

33%).

While Muslims remain
somewhat more conservative
than the general public on views
toward homosexuality, they are
more ideologically liberal than
U.S. adults overall when it

Growing share of Muslims say homosexuality should
be accepted by society

% who say homosexuality should be accepted by society

27%
Among U.S. Muslims
7. P
i 1
[ T T T I 1
2006 2007 2011 2016 2017

Source: Survey conducted Jan. 23-May 2, 2017. U.S. general public data from
survey conducted April 12-19, 2016.

“U.S. Muslims Concerned About Their Place in Society, but Continue to Believe in
the American Dream”

PEW RESEARCH CENTER

comes to immigration and the size of government. About eight-in-ten U.S. Muslims believe that

immigrants strengthen the country with their hard work and talent (79%), which is perhaps not

surprising, given that most Muslims are themselves immigrants. And two-thirds of Muslim

Americans (67%) say they prefer a larger government that provides more services over a smaller

government that provides fewer services.

www.pewresearch.org



On some other issues, the views
of U.S. Muslims mirror those of
the larger public. Like
Americans overall, most
Muslims rank being a good
parent as “one of the most
important things” in their lives,
and they tend to rate having a
successful career and living a
very religious life as at least
somewhat important but not
necessarily among the most
important things in life.
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Being a good parent a high priority for most Muslims

% who say is “one of the most important things” in their lives
Living a
Being a Being successful very Having
good in high paying religious free
parent career life time
U.S. Muslims 67 30 31 21
U.S. general public 66 17 27 18

Source: Survey conducted Jan. 23-May 2, 2017. U.S. general public data from survey
conducted April 25-June 4, 2017.

“U.S. Muslims Concerned About Their Place in Society, but Continue to Believe in the
American Dream”

PEW RESEARCH CENTER
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Political preferences: Muslims are
strongly Democratic

Two-thirds of U.S. Muslims either identify as
Democrats or lean toward the Democratic
Party; far fewer (13%) identify as Republican or
lean toward the GOP. Muslims favored the
Democratic Party over the GOP by comparable
margins in both previous Pew Research Center
surveys.

When asked how they voted in last year’s
presidential election, three-quarters of Muslim
voters (78%) say they backed Hillary Clinton,
8% say they voted for Trump, and 14% say they
voted for another candidate or decline to say
how they voted. Clinton’s 70-point margin of
victory over Trump among Muslims falls short
of Barack Obama’s margin over John McCain;
in the 2011 survey, 92% of U.S. Muslim voters
said they cast ballots for Obama in 2008,
compared with just 4% who reported voting for
McCain. In 2007, 71% of U.S. Muslims said they
voted for John Kerry in 2004, compared with
14% who voted for George W. Bush.

Two-thirds of Muslims prefer the
Democratic Party
Party affiliation of U.S. Muslims

2007 2011 2017

% % %
Democratic/lean Democratic 63 70 66
Democratic 37 46 38
Lean Democratic 26 24 28
Republican/lean Republican 11 11 13
Republican 7 6 7
Lean Republican 4 5 7
Independent/other, no lean 26 19 20

100 100 100

Note: Figures may not add to 100% or to subtotals due to rounding.
Source: Survey conducted Jan. 23-May 2, 2017.

“U.S. Muslims Concerned About Their Place in Society, but Continue
to Believe in the American Dream”
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Muslims reliably Democratic in
presidential elections
Among U.S. Muslim voters, % who say they voted for ...

Democratic Republican Other/
candidate candidate refused

% % %
2016 (Trump/Clinton) 78 8 14=100
2008 (Obama/McCain) 92 4 4
2004 (Bush/Kerry) 71 14 15

Note: Data for the 2016 election come from the 2017 survey and
are based on registered voters who said they voted in the
presidential election. Data for the 2008 election come from the
2011 survey, and data for the 2004 election come from the 2007
survey. Estimates for both 2004 and 2008 are based on citizens
ages 20 and older (younger people would have been too young to
vote in the preceding election) who said they voted in the election,
regardless of their voter registration status.

Source: Survey conducted Jan. 23-May 2, 2017.

“U.S. Muslims Concerned About Their Place in Society, but Continue
to Believe in the American Dream”

PEW RESEARCH CENTER
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Overall, 44% of U.S. Muslims say
they voted in the 2016 election.4
Nearly one-in-five Muslim adults
living in the U.S. (18%) are not
U.S. citizens, and thus not
eligible to vote. In addition, one-
in-four Muslims are citizens but
are not registered to vote (25%),
and 13% of Muslims are
registered voters who stayed
home on Election Day.5

Two-thirds of Muslims (65%) say
they do not think there is a
natural conflict between the
teachings of Islam and
democracy, while three-in-ten
say there is an inherent conflict
between Islam and democracy.
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Muslim voting patterns in presidential elections

2007 2011 2017
% % %
Citizen [ 81 82
Absolutely certain registered to vote 49 54 57
Voted in previous presidential election 37 40 44
Did not vote in previous election 11 11 13
Not asked* 1 3 NA
Not certain/not registered 28 27 25
Not a citizen 23 19 18
100 100 100

*In 2007 and 2011, respondents who were under age 20 at the time of the survey were
not asked about voting in the previous election because they would not have been old
enough to vote.

Note: Figures may not add to 100% or to subtotals indicated due to rounding. Results
repercentaged to exclude respondents who did not answer the question about
citizenship.

Source: Survey conducted Jan. 23-May 2, 2017.

“U.S. Muslims Concerned About Their Place in Society, but Continue to Believe in the
American Dream”

PEW RESEARCH CENTER

Those who say there is a conflict were asked to explain, in their own words, why they think Islam

and democracy clash. Some say that Islam and democracy have fundamentally incompatible
principles and values (40% of those who say there is a conflict), others say the apparent conflict is

because non-Muslims don’t understand Islam or because terrorists give Islam a bad name (16%),

and still others say democracy is incompatible with all religion (9%). (For more details on

responses to these questions, see Chapter 4.)

4 It is well documented that people overreport socially desirable behaviors such as voting. For a more detailed discussion of this phenomenon,
see Appendix B of Pew Research Center’s January 2016 report, “Can Likely Voter Models Be Improved?”

51n the 2017 survey, all respondents who were born outside the United States were asked whether they are U.S. citizens. Then, all citizens
(including those born in the U.S. and those who said they are citizens) were asked whether they are registered to vote. Registered voters were
then asked whether they voted in 2016, and, finally, those who indicated they voted were asked who they voted for.

www.pewresearch.org
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1. Demographic portrait of Muslim Americans

Muslim Americans are a diverse and growing population, currently estimated at 3.35 million
people of all ages, including 2.05 million adults (see page 46 for an explanation of this estimate).
The U.S. Muslim community is made up heavily of immigrants and the children of immigrants
from around the world. On average, Muslim Americans are considerably younger than the overall
U.S. population.

In their educational attainment levels, Muslims closely resemble the general public. About three-
in-ten (31%) U.S. Muslims are college graduates, including 11% who have a postgraduate degree.
On average, Muslim immigrants are more highly educated than U.S.-born Muslims.

Financially, Muslims are about as likely as Americans in general to have a household income over
$100,000. At the same time, they are more likely than Americans in general to have an income
under $30,000. The survey also finds that Muslims are three times as likely as other Americans to
be without a job and looking for work.

The rest of this chapter provides a detailed examination of the demographic characteristics of the
U.S. Muslim population.

www.pewresearch.org
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Three-quarters of U.S. Muslims are immigrants or the children of

immigrants

Nearly six-in-ten U.S. Muslims adults (58%) are
first-generation Americans, having been born in
another country. An additional 18% are second-
generation Americans — people who were born

in the U.S. and who have at least one parent who
was an immigrant. About a quarter (24%) of U.S.

Muslims are U.S. natives with U.S.-born parents

(i.e., they are from families who have been in the

U.S. for three generations or longer), which is
the case for nearly three-quarters of U.S. adults
overall (73%).

Muslim adults about three times as
likely as Americans overall to be
immigrants

u.s.
u.s. general
Muslims public
% %
First generation (born abroad) 58 18
Second generation (immigrant parents) 18 9
Third generation+ (U.S. born with U.S.-
born parents) 24 73
100 100

Note: Results repercentaged to exclude nonresponse.

Source: Survey conducted Jan. 23-May 2, 2017. U.S. general public
data from U.S. Census Bureau’s 2016 Current Population Survey
Annual Social and Economic Supplement.

“U.S. Muslims Concerned About Their Place in Society, but Continue
to Believe in the American Dream”

PEW RESEARCH CENTER
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Among U.S. Muslim adults who were born
abroad, more come from South Asia (35%) than
any other region. An additional 23% were born
in other parts of the Asia-Pacific region (such as
Iran, Indonesia, etc.); 25% come from the
Middle East-North Africa region, 9% come from
sub-Saharan Africa, 4% were born in Europe
and 4% come from elsewhere in the Americas.

No single country accounts for more than 15%
of adult Muslim immigrants to the United
States (15% are from Pakistan).® The countries
with the next-highest totals are Iran (11% of
Muslim immigrants), India (7%), Afghanistan
(6%), Bangladesh (6%), Iraq (5%), Kuwait (3%),
Syria (3%) and Egypt (3%).

The geographic origins of Muslim immigrants
in the United States do not precisely mirror the
global distribution of Muslims (though most
U.S. Muslim immigrants are from Asia, which is
also home to most of the world’s Muslims). For
more details about the geographic distribution
of the worldwide Muslim population, see Pew
Research Center’s April 2017 report “The
Changing Global Religious Landscape.”

No single country is origin for more than
15% of foreign-born U.S. Muslims

% of U.S. Muslim adults bornin ...

AIlU.S. Foreign-born
Muslims U.S. Muslims

% %
United States 42 -
South Asia 20 35
Pakistan 9 15
India 4 7
Afghanistan 4 6
Bangladesh 3 6
Middle East/North Africa 14 25
Iraq 3 5
Kuwait 2 3
Syria 2 3
Egypt 2 3
Other Asia/Pacific 13 23
Iran 6 11
Sub-Saharan Africa 5 9
Europe 2 4
Americas (excluding U.S.) 2 4
Other/undetermined <1 <1

100 100

Note: Results repercentaged to exclude those who did not answer
the question about where they were born. Figures may not add to
100% or subtotals indicated due to rounding.

Source: Survey conducted Jan. 23-May 2, 2017.

“U.S. Muslims Concerned About Their Place in Society, but Continue
to Believe in the American Dream”

PEW RESEARCH CENTER

6 The 1,001 Muslim respondents in this survey say they were born in 75 different countries.
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Three-in-ten Muslim immigrants have arrived in the U.S. since
2010. An additional 26% arrived between 2000 and 2009, and
roughly one-in-five (19%) Muslim immigrants arrived in the
1990s. One-in-ten immigrated in the 1980s, 6% arrived in the

1970s and just 2% of Muslim immigrants say they arrived in the
U.S. before 1970.

www.pewresearch.org

Many Muslim immigrants
arrived in 2000 or later
% who came to the U.S. in ...

Foreign-
AIlUS. born U.S.
Muslims Muslims

% %
2000 or later 32 56
2010-2017 17 30
2000-2009 15 26
From 1970 to 1999 20 35
1990-1999 11 19
1980-1989 6 10
1970-1979 3 6
Before 1970 1 2
Don’t know 4 7
Born in the U.S. 42 =
100 100

Note: Results repercentaged to exclude
those who did not answer the question about
where they were born. Figures may not add
to 100% or subtotals indicated due to
rounding.

Source: Survey conducted Jan. 23-May 2,
2017.

“U.S. Muslims Concerned About Their Place
in Society, but Continue to Believe in the
American Dream”

PEW RESEARCH CENTER
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The survey also finds that the vast majority of Muslims living in
the U.S. (82%) are American citizens, including 42% who were
born in the U.S. and 40% who were born abroad but who have
naturalized. The remainder are not U.S. citizens (18%).

Looked at another way, 69% of all foreign-born U.S. Muslim
adults have become naturalized U.S. citizens.

www.pewresearch.org

Large majority of U.S.
Muslim adults are citizens

Foreign-
AllU.S. born U.S.
Muslims Muslims

% %
U.S. citizens 82 69
Born in U.S. 42 -
Naturalized 40 69
Not U.S. citizens 18 31
100 100

Note: Results repercentaged to exclude
nonresponse. Figures may not add to 100%
or subtotals indicated due to rounding.
Source: Survey conducted Jan. 23-May 2,
2017.

“U.S. Muslims Concerned About Their Place
in Society, but Continue to Believe in the
American Dream”

PEW RESEARCH CENTER
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Muslim Americans are racially and ethnically diverse

No racial or ethnic group makes up a majority of Muslim American adults. A plurality (41%) are

white, a category that includes

those who describe their race Four-in-ten Muslim American adults are white

as Arab’ Middle Eastern, White Black Asian  Hispanic Other/mixed

Persian/Iranian or in a variety % % % % %
of other ways (see sidebar on All U.S. Muslims 41 20 28 8 3=100
white racial classifications on Foreign born 45 11 a1 1 1
page 36). About three-in-ten U.S. born 35 32 10 17 5
are Asian (28%), including Second generation 52 7 22 17 2
those from South Asia, and Third generation+ 23 51 2 18 7
- 9 7
one-fifth are black (20%). U.S. general public 64 12 6 16 5

Fewer are Hispanic (8%), and
p ( 0)’ Note: Results repercentaged to exclude nonresponse. Figures may not add to 100% due to

an additional 3% identify Wlth rounding. White, black, Asian and other races include only those who are not Hispanic;
. . Hispanics are of any race.
another race or with mlﬂtlple Source: Survey conducted Jan. 23-May 2, 2017. U.S. general public data from U.S. Census
races. Bureau’s 2016 Current Population Survey Annual Social and Economic Supplement.
“U.S. Muslims Concerned About Their Place in Society, but Continue to Believe in the
American Dream”

Muslim immigrants are much PEW RESEARCH CENTER

more likely than U.S.-born
Muslims to describe their race
as Asian (41% vs. 10%). And U.S.-born Muslims are more likely than immigrant Muslims to be
black (32% vs. 11%). In fact, fully half of Muslims whose families have been in the U.S. for at least
three generations are black (51%).

7 The survey included two questions about race and ethnicity: “Which of the following describes your race? You can select as many as apply:
White, black or African American, Asian or Asian American, or some other race,” and “Are you of Hispanic, Latino, or Spanish origin, such as
Mexican, Puerto Rican or Cuban?” Those answering the second question affirmatively are coded as Hispanic, regardless of how they
answered the first question. Those who answered “some other race” in the first question were asked to specify what race or races they
identify with, and Pew Research Center analysts coded those responses in a way designed to follow as closely as possible the approach
employed by the U.S. Census Bureau. Respondents who described their race as “Arab” or “Egyptian” or “Middle Eastern,” for example, are
coded as white. Those describing their race as “Nigerian” or “African” are coded as black. Those describing their race as “Indian from Asia” or
“Pakistani” are coded as Asian.

www.pewresearch.org
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Sidebar: Racial classifications and Muslim Americans

This survey uses the following set of racial and ethnic classifications: white, black, Asian, Hispanic, multiracial
and other. These classifications are based largely on current Census Bureau categories, as is generally true of
Pew Research Center work. However, it is sometimes difficult for respondents to select from the Census Bureau’s
options. For example, immigrants and the children of immigrants from the Middle East-North Africa region and
from Iran have no explicit option to identify as Arab, Persian, Kurdish, etc., or to identify with a particular place of
origin (e.g., Egypt, Palestine, Morocco) in place of a racial category. In the census, respondents who specify a
country or region of origin in the Middle East-North Africa region instead of a specific racial category generally are
counted as white; historically, the U.S. government has classified people as white if they have “origins in any of
the original peoples of Europe, the Middle East or North Africa.”8

This may soon change. In recent years, advocacy groups for Arab Americans and others have argued that being
classified as white does not reflect the self identity of Americans from the Middle East or North Africa.® In
response, the U.S. Census Bureau is considering a new “MENA” category for people from the Middle East and
North Africa for possible use in the 2020 census and census surveys.10

At present, however, Pew Research Center generally uses the census classifications because they allow
comparisons with the general public both for statistical analysis and, in some cases, for weighting of survey data
to achieve nationally representative samples. (For more detail on weighting procedures, see the Methodology.) In
this survey, nearly nine-in-ten immigrants from the Middle East-North Africa region (87%) are counted as white,
including those who volunteered their race as “Arab” or “Middle Eastern,” those who identified with a specific
country instead of a race, and those who explicitly identified themselves as white. In total, U.S. Muslim
respondents were more likely to be counted as white (41%) than any other listed race option.

The historic connections between Arabs and “whiteness,” in the American context, date to the early 20th century,
when being white - or, more precisely, being classified as white by the U.S. government - was important for
immigrants who wanted to become citizens.1! Scholars of Arab American history highlight the significance of a
1915 U.S. appellate court ruling that granted citizenship to a Syrian man on the grounds that he was white.12 The
court decisions allowed many Arab immigrants from West Asia to avoid being racially classified as Asian, which
would have hurt their chances at immigration or naturalization.13

8 This definition comes from the U.S. Office of Management and Budget standards on race and ethnicity, which sets policies for the collection
of statistics by U.S. federal agencies.

9 Kayyali, Randa. March 2013. “US Census Classifications and Arab Americans: Contestations and Definitions of Identity Markers.” Journal of
Ethnic and Migration Studies.

10 Korte, Gregory. Sept. 30, 2016. “White House wants to add new racial category for Middle Eastern people.” USA Today. Also see extensive
notes from a U.S. Census Bureau public hearing on the issue, “Public Comments Received on Federal Register notice 79 FR 71377.”

11 U.S. law at the time limited naturalization to “aliens being free white persons, and to aliens of African nativity and to persons of African
descent.”

12 Gualtieri, Sarah. Summer 2001. “Becoming ‘White’: Race, Religion and the Foundations of Syrian/Lebanese Ethnicity in the United States.”
Journal of American Ethnic History.

13 The Immigration Act of 1952 ultimately ended the exclusion of Asians from citizenship as official U.S. policy.
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Sidebar: A closer look at U.S.-born black Muslims

American-born black Muslims stand out from other U.S. Muslims in several ways, according to the survey: Fully
two-thirds are converts to Islam, compared with just one-in-seven among all other U.S. Muslims. And while they
are about as likely as other Muslims to say they are proud to be American, U.S.-born black Muslims are less likely
than other U.S.-born Muslims to say they have a lot in common with most Americans, and they are more likely
than all other U.S. Muslims to say natural conflict exists between the teachings of Islam and democracy.

In addition, American-born black Muslims are more likely than other U.S. Muslims to say it has become harder in
recent years to be Muslim in the United States. Nearly all American-born black Muslims (96%) say there is a lot of
discrimination against Muslims in America, almost identical to the share who say there is a lot of discrimination
against black people in the U.S. (94%).

African American Muslims have long played a notable role in U.S. Muslim society. However, as immigrant
populations from Muslim-majority countries in the Middle East and Asia have grown, African American Muslims
have decreased as a share of the U.S. Muslim population.14 The new survey finds that American-born black
people account for about 13% of the adult Muslim community.1® And among Muslims whose families have been
in the U.S. for at least three generations, fully half are black. Another 6% of all adult Muslims identify as black, but
were born outside the U.S., generally in sub-Saharan Africa.

Perhaps the best-known group of black Muslims in the U.S. is the Nation of Islam, which at one point counted
Malcolm X and Muhammad Ali as high-profile members. But in the Pew Research Center survey, just 3% of all
U.S.-born black Muslims say they identify with the Nation of Islam. The vast majority of U.S.-born black Muslims
say they are either Sunni Muslims (45%), or they identify with no particular Islamic denomination or they did not
answer the question (43%).

14 GhanheaBassiri, Kambiz. 2012. “ A History of Islam in America.”
15 As with Pew Research Center’s estimate for the overall U.S. Muslim population, this estimate does not include black Muslims in prisons or
other institutional settings.

www.pewresearch.org
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Muslim American population is much younger than U.S. adults overall

The American Muslim adult population is considerably younger
than the overall U.S. adult population. About a third (35%) of
Muslim American adults are between 18 and 29 years old, which
is a far higher percentage than the share of the general
population that falls in that age bracket (21%).

Similarly, adults ages 18 to 39 make up 60% of the Muslim
American adult population, compared with 38% of the U.S. adult
population as a whole. Meanwhile, at the other end of the age
spectrum, adults ages 55 and over make up just 14% of Muslim
Americans, while people in this older age bracket comprise 36%
of the overall U.S. adult population.

Another way to compare how old or young a group is within a
broader population is to calculate its median age, which for
Muslim adults in the U.S. is 35. In the U.S. population as a
whole, the median age of adults is 47.

www.pewresearch.org

Muslim Americans:

A young population

u.s.

U.S. general

Muslims public
% %
Ages 18-29 35 21
30-39 25 17
40-54 26 25
55+ 14 36
100 100
Median age 35 47

Note: Results repercentaged to exclude
nonresponse. Figures may not add to 100%
due to rounding.

Source: Survey conducted Jan. 23-May 2,
2017. U.S. general public data from U.S.
Census Bureau’s 2016 Current Population
Survey Annual Social and Economic
Supplement.

“U.S. Muslims Concerned About Their Place
in Society, but Continue to Believe in the
American Dream”

PEW RESEARCH CENTER
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About half of Muslim Americans
are married

Roughly half (53%) of Muslim adults in the U.S.
are married. A third (33%) have never been
married, while 8% are divorced or separated,
4% are unmarried but living with a partner, and
1% are widowed. Foreign-born Muslims are
much more likely to be married than are
Muslims who were born in the U.S. (70% vs.
20%).

The vast majority of U.S. Muslims who are
married have a spouse who is also Muslim. For
details, see page 55.

The share of Muslim American adults who are
married is identical to the share of U.S. adults
overall who are married (53%), even though
Muslims are younger than the U.S. general
public.

Seven-in-ten Muslim immigrants are
married

U.S. Muslims
u.s.
Foreign general
Total born U.S. born| public
% % % %
Married 53 70 29 53
Not married 47 30 71 47
Never married 33 22 49 29
Divorced 7 3 13 10
Separated 2 1 3 2
Living with partner 4 3 5 -
Widowed 1 1 2 6
100 100 100 100

Note: Results repercentaged to exclude nonresponse. Figures may
not add to 100% or to subtotals indicated due to rounding. “Living
with a partner” was not an answer choice for general public.
Source: Survey conducted Jan. 23-May 2, 2017. U.S. general public
data from U.S. Census Bureau’s 2016 Current Population Survey
Annual Social and Economic Supplement.

“U.S. Muslims Concerned About Their Place in Society, but Continue
to Believe in the American Dream”

PEW RESEARCH CENTER
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Muslim Americans have 2.4 children, on average

The survey results indicate that among adults ages 40 to 59,
Muslim Americans report having an average of 2.4 children over
the course of their lives. Americans overall average 2.1 children.®
This is in line with previous Pew Research Center research

suggesting that, worldwide, Muslims have higher fertility rates
than any other major religious group.

Muslims have 2.4
children, on average

Average
number of
children

All Muslims ages 40-59 2.4
All U.S. adults ages 40-59 2.1

Note: Figures show the average number of
children ever born to people ages 40-59;
this is known as the “completed fertility
rate.” Women tend to report slightly higher
fertility rates than men, but the patterns
here are largely unchanged when analysis
is restricted to women.

Source: Survey conducted Jan. 23-May 2,
2017. U.S. general public data from 2014
U.S. Religious Landscape Study; survey
conducted June 4-Sept. 30, 2014.

“U.S. Muslims Concerned About Their Place
in Society, but Continue to Believe in the
American Dream”

PEW RESEARCH CENTER

16 The number of children ever born to adults ages 40 to 59 is a good measure of what demographers call “completed fertility” because those

in that age group have largely finished having children.
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Muslims have similar levels of education to Americans overall, but report
lower incomes

About three-in-ten U.S. Muslims (31%) have Immigrant Muslims more likely than
college or postgraduate degrees, equivalent to other Muslims to have college degrees
the Share among U.S. adults as a Whole (31%). Educational attainment Of U.S. Muslims
Foreign-born Muslims are more likely to have U.S. Muslims
us.
at least a college degree (38%) than are Foreign general
Muslims born in the U.S. (21%), perhaps Total  born U.S.born| public
.. . . .. . % % % %
reflecting immigration policies that give
ference to highly educated immigrants ess than HS 8 10 ! 12
prete shly & ) HS graduate 30 27 36 33
Some college 30 25 37 25
College graduate 21 23 16 19
Graduate degree 11 15 5 11
100 100 100 100

Notes: Results repercentaged to exclude nonresponse. Figures may
not add to 100% due to rounding.

Source: Survey conducted Jan. 23-May 2, 2017. U.S. general public
data from U.S. Census Bureau’s 2016 Current Population Survey
Annual Social and Economic Supplement.

“U.S. Muslims Concerned About Their Place in Society, but Continue
to Believe in the American Dream”
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Similarly, U.S. Muslims are about as likely as Americans overall to report household incomes of
$100,000 or higher (24% of Muslims and 23%

f Ameri i 1). But they al . . C
© ericans in general). But they also are Muslims as likely to have high incomes,

but also more likely than general public
to earn less than $30,000 per year

% of U.S. Muslims whose annual household income is ...

more likely to be at the other end of the income
scale: 40% of Muslim Americans report
household incomes under $30,000, compared
with 32% of the U.S. population as a whole.

Muslims are also less likely than the general U.S. Muslims us
ublic to fall into the middle range, between Foreign general
p 8¢ . Total born  U.S.born| public
$30,000 and $99,999 — 35% of Muslims report % % % %
household income in this range, compared with  Less than $30,000 40 37 45 32
45% of all Americans. $30,000-$49,999 17 17 16 20
$50,000-$74,999 11 11 11 13
The share of Muslims who report owning a $75,000-599,999 8 6 ° 12
home (37%) is considerably lower than among $100,000 ormore 24 29 18 23
100 100 100 100

all U.S. adults (57%).

Notes: Results repercentaged to exclude nonresponse. Figures may
not add to 100% due to rounding.

Source: Survey conducted Jan. 23-May 2, 2017. U.S. general public
data from aggregated Pew Research Center surveys conducted
January-April 2017.

“U.S. Muslims Concerned About Their Place in Society, but Continue
to Believe in the American Dream”
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Fewer than half of Muslim
adults say they are employed
full time (44%). Overall, 29%
of Muslims are
underemployed, in that they
are either employed part time
but would prefer full-time
work (10%), or they are not
employed but they are looking
for work (18%). By
comparison, 12% of U.S.
adults overall are
underemployed in these ways,
according to a 2016 Pew
Research Center survey.
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Muslims are more likely than Americans overall to be

underemployed

Employed full-time
Employed part-time
Prefer full-time
Do not prefer full-time
DK/ref.
Not employed
Looking for work
Not looking
DK/ref.

Total

%
44
16
10

6

0
40
18
22

0

100

U.S. Muslims

Foreign born
%
45
13
10
3
0
42
16
26
0

100

U.S. born
%
41
20
11
9
0
38
22
16
0

100

U.S. general
public

%
49
16

6
10
<1
35

6
29
<1

100

Note: Results repercentaged to exclude nonresponse on the question about whether
respondents are employed. Figures may not add to 100% or subtotals indicated due to

rounding.

Source: Survey conducted Jan. 23-May 2, 2017. U.S. general public data from Pew Research

Center survey conducted Oct. 20-25, 2016.

“U.S. Muslims Concerned About Their Place in Society, but Continue to Believe in the

