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Executive Summary
After spending the first part of this decade loosening their historic ties to the
Democratic Party, Hispanic voters have reversed course in the past year, a new
nationwide survey of Latinos by the Pew Hispanic Center has found.
Some 57% of Hispanic registered voters now call themselves Democrats or say
they lean to the Democratic Party, while just 23% align with the Republican Party
– meaning there is now a 34 percentage point gap in partisan affiliation among
registered Latinos. In July, 2006, the same gap was just 21 percentage points –
whereas back in 1999, it had been 33 percentage points.

This U-turn in Hispanic partisan
allegiance trends comes at a time
when the issue of illegal
immigration has become an intense
focus of national attention and
debate – on the presidential
campaign trail; in the corridors of
federal, state and local
governments; and on cable
television and talk radio.
The new survey finds that a
plurality of Hispanics view the
Democratic Party rather than the
Republican Party as the one that
shows more concern for Latinos
and does a better job on the issue of
illegal immigration (although a
substantial minority of Latinos see no difference between the parties on these
matters). Also, many more Latinos (41%) say the policies of the Bush
Administration have been harmful to Latinos than say they have been helpful
(16%).
Hispanics are the nation’s largest and fastest growing minority group; at 46
million strong, they make up about 15% of the U.S. population. Their electoral
clout continues to be undercut, however, by the fact that many are ineligible to
vote, either because they are not citizens or not yet 18 years old. In 2008, Latinos
will comprise about 9% of the eligible electorate nationwide. If past turnout
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trends persist, they will make up only about 6.5% of those who actually turn out
to vote next November.
But despite these modest numbers, Hispanics loom as a potential "swing vote" in
next year’s presidential race. That’s because they are strategically located on the
2008 Electoral College map. Hispanics constitute a sizable share of the electorate
in four of the six states that President Bush carried by margins of five percentage
points or fewer in 2004 –New Mexico (where Hispanics make up 37% of state’s
eligible electorate); Florida (14%); Nevada (12%) and Colorado (12%). All four
are expected to be closely contested once again in 2008.
Bush drew an estimated 40% of the national Latino vote in 2004 -- a record for a
Republican presidential candidate. 1 As the 2008 campaign begins, most of his
would-be successors in the Republican Party have staked out hard-line positions
on illegal immigration, triggering concerns among some Republican
commentators (e.g, Gerson, 2007) about a potential anti-GOP backlash by Latinos
at the polls next year. There is a long way to go until the 2008 election, but the
Pew survey of Latinos finds a number of potentially worrisome early signs for the
GOP on this front. In addition to the already-noted decline in GOP affiliation
among Hispanics, the survey finds:

1

•

By 44% to 8%, Hispanic registered voters say the Democrats rather than
the Republicans are the party with more concern for Latinos. However, a
large slice of Latino registered voters (41%) say there is no difference
between the parties.

•

By 41% to 14%, Hispanic registered voters say the Democrats rather than
the Republicans are the party doing the better job of dealing with illegal
immigration. Some 26% say neither, and 12% say they don’t know.

•

Immigration has become a more important issue to Latinos since the last
election. Some 79% of Hispanic registered voters now say it is an
“extremely” or “very” important issue in the upcoming presidential race;
up from 63% who said the same thing in June, 2004. Immigration still
ranks behind education, health care, the economy and crime, but it is the
only issue that has risen so sharply in importance since 2004.

•

Some 41% of Latino registered voters say the policies of the Bush
Administration have been harmful to Hispanics, while just 16% say they

There is continuing uncertainty over whether President Bush received 40% of the Hispanic vote in 2004, as indicated by the
51 state exit polls conducted on Election Day, or 44%, as indicated by the nationwide National Election Pool exit poll.
Suro, Fry and Passel (2005) spell out the reasons for the differing estimates.
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have been helpful. Another third (33%) say they have had no particular
effect.
The survey also asked about preferences in the Democratic and Republican
nomination contests. It found:
•

Hispanics heavily favor Hillary Clinton for the Democratic Party
nomination. The New York Senator is supported by 59% of Latinos who
are registered voters and align with the Democratic Party. Illinois Sen.
Barack Obama draws 15%; New Mexico Gov. Bill Richardson draws 8%
and former North Carolina Sen. John Edwards 4%.

•

On the Republican side, former New York Mayor Rudy Giuliani is
supported by 35% of Latino registered voters who align with the GOP,
followed by former Sen. Fred Thompson of Tennessee with 13%; Sen.
John McCain (R-Ariz.) with 10%; and former Massachusetts Gov. Mitt
Romney with 4%.

The survey was conducted by telephone from Oct 3 through Nov 9, 2007 among a
randomly selected, nationally representative sample of 2,003 Hispanics, of whom
843 are registered voters. The margin of error for the full sample is plus or minus
2.7 percentage points; for registered voters it is plus or minus 4.0 percentage
points. For a full description of the survey methodology, see page 33.
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Survey of Latino Political Attitudes
Partisan Allegiance
Latinos in this country have historically identified more with the Democratic
Party than the Republican Party. Since the turn of this century, the GOP has been
cutting into that partisan advantage—until now.
Considering both those who identify with a given party and those who say they
lean toward that party, Democrats in 1999 enjoyed a 33 percentage point edge
over Republicans in partisan allegiance among Latino registered voters (58%D
versus 25%R). That margin fell to just 21 percentage points (49%D versus 28%R)
in July 2006. However, it has spiked back up to 34 percentage points (57%D
versus 23%R) in the latest Pew Hispanic Center survey, taken in October and
November. 2

2

This 2007 survey is the first one the Center has conducted in which respondents were contacted on cell phones as well as on
landline phones (for a further explanation about this change in methodology, see page 33). Comparing the 2006 and 2007
survey results just among landline phone respondents, the basic partisan trends cited in this report would be the same, but
the size of the increase in the Democratic Party allegiance gap would be somewhat smaller. Among landline phone
respondents only, the Democratic Party allegiance gap has widened to 29 percentage points now, from 21 percentage
points in July 2006. Among landline-plus-cellphone respondents in 2007, it has widened to 34 percentage points now. As
always, the full sample of respondents has been weighted to match demographic characteristics of the Latino population
(drawn from U. S. Census Bureau reports) with regard to age, education, gender, region, native born/foreign born status,
year of entry to the U.S., and Hispanic heritage.
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Leaving out the so-called party leaners and considering just those who identify
themselves as Republicans, Democrats and independents, the overall pattern of
change since 1999 has been similar, but the recent spike toward the Democrats
has not been as sharp. On basic party identification, some 44% of registered
Latino voters now say they are Democrats, compared with 42% in 2006 and 48%
in 1999. Some 19% now say they are Republicans, compared with 22% in 2006
and 19% in 1999. Some 25% now say they are independents, compared with 20%
in 2006 and 23% in 1999. In short, most of the movement among Latinos toward
the Democratic Party in the past year has been an increase in those who say they
lean to the Democratic Party rather than an increase in those who explicitly
identify themselves as Democrats.
The survey finds that the Democratic advantage over Republicans (among
identifiers and leaners) is fairly consistent across most major demographic groups
within the Latino community. For example, there little difference in partisan
allegiance between Latino men and women, or between native-born and foreignborn Latinos.
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There are some modest demographic variances, however. Young Latino
registered voters are even more inclined than their elders to tilt away from the
GOP; the Democratic partisan allegiance edge among 18- to 29-year-olds is 46
percentage points (64%D versus 18%R).
Conversely, Republicans do better with Latino registered voters whose household
incomes are above $50,000; among this group, the Democratic advantage is just
21 percentage points (56%D versus 35%R). Republicans also do better among
registered Hispanic voters who say they are following the presidential race very
closely than among those who say they aren’t. The Democrat edge is just 27
percentage points among the former group and 37 percentage points among the
latter.
Looking at all Latinos, rather than only at those who are registered voters, the
partisan patterns are broadly similar. The Democratic allegiance gap, after
narrowing in the earlier part of this decade, has also widened once again among
this larger universe of Hispanics. The main difference is that, among the full
population of adult Latinos, a greater percentage describe themselves as
independents (20%) than do Hispanics who are registered voters (just 12% of
whom say they are independents and do not lean to either political party).
It also bears noting that in recent years Democrats have improved their standing
with non-Latinos as well. According to surveys taken by the Pew Research Center
for the People & the Press, Democrats now enjoy a 49% to 40% party affiliation
edge over Republicans (leaners included) among non-Latinos; by contrast, in the
period from 2001 through 2004, the parties were roughly at parity among nonLatinos.
Which Party Cares More About Latinos?
The same pro-Democratic tilt found in Latino partisan allegiances is seen in
Latino views about which party has more concern for Latinos. Some 44% of
Latino registered voters say the Democrats have more concern, while just 8% say
the GOP has more concern. But four-in-ten (41%) say there’s no difference
between the parties on this question.
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The Democratic edge over the GOP on this question is a little bit bigger now than
it was in 2004, but is not as large as it was in 1999 (when the Democratic
advantage was 55% to 7%).
Among Latinos, there are very few differences on this question by age, gender,
income, education, or language skills. There is, however, some difference by
attentiveness to the presidential campaign. Latino registered voters who say they
are following the presidential race closely are less likely than those who aren’t
following the race closely to say there’s no difference between the parties on
concern for Latinos. Some 31% of those who are following the race closely say
this, compared with 48% of those who are not following it closely. But among
both groups, the Democrats enjoy a lopsided edge over Republicans.
Even Latinos who align themselves with the GOP aren’t inclined to see their party
as being more concerned about Latinos. Fewer than one-in-four Latino registered
voters (23%) who are Republican or lean to the GOP say the GOP is more
concerned than the Democrats about Latinos. Some 12% say the Democrats are
more concerned, while fully six-in-ten say there’s no difference between the
parties.
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Which Party Deals Better With Illegal Immigration?
On the issue of dealing with illegal immigration, here, too, the Democrats enjoy a
big edge over the Republicans—though, as on other issues, a sizable minority of
Latino registered voters don’t see a difference between the parties.
Among registered Latino voters, 41% say Democrats are doing a better job
dealing with illegal immigration and just 14% say the GOP is doing better. The
remainder say neither party (26%), both (7%) or don’t know (12%).

On this question, the Latino registered voters most inclined to say the Democrats
are doing a better job include 18- to 29-year-olds; adults with just a high school
diploma; and those whose incomes are below $30,000 a year. Meantime, other
demographic groups—such as those with higher incomes and more education—
also favor the Democrats over the GOP on this issue, but the margins are not quite
as lopsided.
There isn’t much variance on this question by immigrant status. Foreign-born
registered voters favor Democrats over Republicans on the issue of illegal
immigration by 39% to 11%, while native-born registered voters favor the
Democrats over the Republicans by 42% to 16%.
Looking at the entire Latino adult population, rather than only at Latino registered
voters, one finds a broadly similar response pattern. The one difference is that a
majority of all Latinos respond to this question by saying both (9%), neither
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(23%) or don’t know (19%). Among those who do make a choice, the Democrats
top the Republican by 36% to 13%.
Bush Administration: Good for Latinos?
Some four-in-ten (41%) Latino registered voters say the policies of the Bush
administration have been harmful to Latinos, while just 16% say they have been
helpful. Another third say they have had no particular effect.

There are few differences on this question by age, income, gender, immigrant
status or educational attainment. Nor is there much difference between Latinos
who are registered voters and those who aren’t.
Not surprisingly, Latinos who align with the GOP are more inclined than others to
see the administration’s policies as being helpful to the Latino community.
However, just three-in-ten (31%) feel this way, while two-in-ten (19%) say the
policies have been harmful and a plurality of 40% say they have had no particular
effect.
Who’s Paying Attention to 2008?
With less than a year to go until the 2008 presidential election, 22% of registered
Latino voters say they are paying very close attention to the campaign, 38% say
they are paying some attention and 39% say they are paying little or no attention.
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Among Latino registered voters, more Republicans (29%) than Democrats (22%)
or independents (15%) say they are playing very close attention to 2008.
Likewise, older Latino adults are paying more attention than younger adults; men
are paying more attention than women; and those with more income and
education are paying more attention than those with less income and education.
Awareness of a Latino in the Presidential Race
Fewer than one-in-six Latino adults surveyed are aware that one of the 2008
presidential hopefuls is Latino, and only about one-in-eight (12%) are able to
name that candidate—New Mexico Gov. Bill Richardson (D).
These figures rise a bit among registered voters—some 17% of whom are able to
name Richardson as the Latino candidate in the race. And among those registered
voters who say they are following the race “very closely,” a third (34%) are able
to name Richardson.
2008 Candidate Preferences
Hillary Clinton enjoys a big advantage among Latinos in the Democratic
presidential nomination contest. She is favored by 59% of Latinos who are
registered voters and align with the Democratic Party. Illinois Sen. Barack Obama
runs a distant second with 15% support; while Richardson draws 8% and former
North Carolina Sen. John Edwards 4%. No other candidate in the Democratic
field polls more than 1% in this survey.

Pew Hispanic Center

December 6, 2007

Hispanics and the 2008 Election

9

Clinton enjoys the support of a majority of virtually all demographic groups
within the Latino community—old and young, lower income and higher income,
native born and foreign born. As with the population as a whole, she is more
popular with Latino women (66% of female self-identified Democratic Latino
registered voters support her for president) than among Latino men (50% of male
self-identified Latino registered voters support her candidacy).
On the Republican side, former New York Mayor Rudy Giuliani is supported by
35% of Latino registered voters who align with the GOP, followed by former Sen.
Fred Thompson of Tennessee with 13%; Sen. John McCain of Arizona 10%; and
former Massachusetts Gov. Mitt Romney 4%. About a quarter of Republicans
either say that they don’t know (18%) whom they support in the GOP field or that
they support none of the candidates (9%).
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Important 2008 Issues
Even though immigration has had a very high profile in the early stages of the
2008 presidential contest, it does not rise to the top when Latinos registered voters
are asked to state which issues in the campaign are very important to them
personally.
Given a list of six issues, the greatest number of Hispanic respondents (94%)
consider education as either extremely important or very important. Next comes
health care (91%); then the economy and jobs (91%); crime (84%); immigration
(79%); and the war in Iraq (70%).
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It bears noting that the wording of this question refers to “immigration”; it is
possible that responses would have been different if the term “illegal
immigration” had been used. It also bears noting that, among the issues tested in
this survey, immigration is the only one that has risen significantly in importance
since 2004. Back then, just 63% of Hispanic registered voters called immigration
an extremely or very important issue, placing it last in importance among the 10
issues listed in the Center’s nationwide survey of Latinos taken in June of that
year.
In the new survey, views about the importance of immigration are widely shared
across all segments of the Hispanic community. For example, there is virtually no
difference between Democratic and Republican respondents, or between nativeborn and foreign- born respondents, as they gauge the importance of this issue to
them.
On the other five issues tested in this survey, there are modest differences
between the native born and the foreign born—with more of the native born, in
every case, judging the issue to be “extremely important” to them. Also, Latino
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women are more inclined than Latino men to view all of these issues as extremely
important. Other demographic traits—such as age and income and education—
produce only minor variances and no consistent pattern in the responses to this
question.
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Hispanic Population, Voting and Registration
Trends
This section of the report presents a national and state level analysis designed to
assess the possible importance of Hispanics in the 2008 presidential election.
Toward that end, it provides the most recent available estimates of the size and
composition of the Hispanic population eligible to vote. It also provides
hypothetical projections of Hispanic registration and turnout in key states in 2008,
based on the turnout rates observed in the last presidential election.
Latino Voting Eligibility
As of September 2007, Census data indicate that an estimated 18.2 million
Hispanics were eligible to vote. At the time of the 2004 presidential election, an
estimated 16.1 million Hispanics were eligible to vote (Table 1). Although the
Hispanic electorate has been growing faster (about 13% from November 2004 to
September 2007) than the electorate of other major racial and ethnic groups, the
share of Hispanics among those eligible to vote continues to lag behind their
presence in the overall population. In September 2007, Hispanics were 15.3% of
the overall population but only 8.9% of eligible voters. In comparison, blacks
were about 12% of eligible voters in September 2007 and whites were 74%.
Though Hispanics were the largest minority population, they were not the largest
minority group among voting eligible persons.

Since the last presidential election, second-generation Latinos have been the
generational segment of the Hispanic electorate experiencing the most growth.
The number of second-generation Latinos eligible to vote increased by an
estimated 785,000 since November 2004, or nearly 19% (Table 2). In September
2007, 27% of the Latino electorate were second-generation Latinos. This growth
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pattern differs from that apparent earlier in the decade. Between November 2000
and November 2004, second-generation Hispanics had the smallest growth rate of
the generations of the Hispanic electorate. Naturalized Hispanic citizens (or firstgeneration Hispanic citizens) had the highest growth rate between November
2000 and November 2004, but the growth of the second-generation Hispanic
electorate has been more prominent since November 2004 than the growth among
naturalized Hispanics. Changes in the generational composition of the Latino
electorate may have implications for political behaviors, as Latino attitudes and
views on issues vary along generational lines. For example, attitudes about the
size of government and social issues (such as the legality of abortion and
acceptability of divorce) differ by nativity (Pew Hispanic Center/Kaiser Family
Foundation, 2002). Furthermore, as discussed below, the likelihood that Latinos
register to vote and that they vote in elections depends upon generational status.

Although the number of naturalized Hispanic adults has increased (by more than
700,000 since November 2004), there are still significant demographic differences
between the full Hispanic adult population and the Hispanic population that is
eligible to vote. In September 2007, 16.6 million, or 55%, of Hispanic adults were
foreign born. But only 4.7 million of them, or 28%, are naturalized U.S. citizens.
So of the Hispanic electorate—those who are native born and those who are
naturalized citizens—just 26% were foreign born, even though more than half of
Hispanic adults are foreign born.
Another factor besides citizenship that diminishes the electoral weight of
Hispanics is their relative youthfulness. More than one-third of the estimated 45.5
million Latinos in September 2007 were under 18 years of age—and thus not
eligible to vote (Table 3). Given the relatively large numbers of Hispanics who
were either too young to be eligible to vote or were not citizens, just 40% of the
total Hispanic population was eligible to vote in September 2007. Much higher
shares of the other major racial and ethnic groups were eligible to vote. Although
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Hispanics have been and continue to be among the country’s fastest growing
populations, as of September 2007, it continued to be the case that fewer than
10% of the nation’s electorate were Hispanics.

Hispanic Voter Registration and Turnout
Census data indicate that 16.1 million Hispanics were eligible to vote in the
November 2004 election and that 7.6 million Hispanics reported voting in that
election (Suro, Fry and Passel, 2005), for a Hispanic turnout rate of 47%
(compared with a turnout rate of 63.8% for the full population). Because the
number of Hispanics eligible to vote has since risen to an estimated 18.2 million,
the number of Latinos registering to vote and actually voting in the 2008 election
can be expected to increase above the November 2004 levels. How many of the
estimated 18.2 million Hispanics eligible to vote will actually register and turn out
to vote? Registration and turnout depend on myriad factors, among them interest
in the issues and candidates, mobilization and get-out-the-vote efforts, and
Election Day weather. Many of these factors are election-specific and hence it is
not possible to predict with any certainty the number of Latino registrants and
voters in 2008. With that caveat in mind, however, one can project the potential
size of Latino registrants and voters based upon past registration and voting
patterns.
Table 4 projects the number of Hispanics registering to vote and voting in 2008
on the basis of Hispanic registration and voting rates in the last presidential
election. By breaking down the estimated 18.2 million Latinos eligible to vote by
age and generation, the projection accounts for the change in the age and
generation composition of the Hispanic electorate that has occurred since
November 2004.
Based on 2004 behavior, a projected 10.6 million Hispanics would register to
vote, up from the 9.3 million registered to vote in November 2004. Hispanic
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voters would increase to 8.6 million, compared with the estimated 7.6 million
Hispanics who reported voting in 2004. The projected growth in Hispanic
registrants and voters (about 14%) outstrips the growth in the Hispanic population
eligible to vote (about 13%) because the composition of the Hispanic electorate
has shifted toward age groups and generations that had higher registration and
voting rates in 2004.

The Importance of the Hispanic Vote at the State Level
Given the Electoral College system, U.S. presidential elections are won or lost at
the state level, not the national level. However, given the nature of the data
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December 6, 2007

Hispanics and the 2008 Election

17

available, it is more difficult to gauge the size of the Latino vote at the state level
than at the national level.
The 18.2 million estimate of the size of the Latino voting eligible population
nationwide is based on the Census Bureau’s September 2007 Current Population
Survey. The September 2007 CPS had about 152,000 respondents nationally, and
the monthly CPS can not provide reliable estimates of the Latino electorate at the
state level. 3 For many states, an insufficient number of respondents in a monthly
CPS precludes the tabulation of detailed state statistics.
Table 5 presents 2006 estimates of the size of the Hispanic voting eligible
population for the 50 states and the District of Columbia. These estimates are
derived from the Census Bureau’s 2006 American Community Survey. The ACS
is designed to provide annual estimates of population characteristics at the state
level and for geographic areas with at least 65,000 residents.

3

The Census Bureau does publish some aggregated voting measures at the state level using the CPS (U.S. Census Bureau,
2006). The state measures are not broken down by race/ethnicity nor in any detail.
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The ACS indicates that an estimated 17.9 million Hispanics were eligible to vote
nationwide in 2006. 4 In nine states the Hispanic share of the state’s electorate is
about 10% or greater. Hispanics’ weight in the electorate is greatest in New
Mexico, where an estimated 37.1% of the electorate was Hispanic in 2006.
Table 6 reports the Republican margin of victory in each state in the 2004
election—that is, the difference between all ballots cast for President Bush and
Democratic challenger John Kerry (expressed as a percentage of the total ballots
cast)—and compares it with the Hispanic share of eligible voters in that state and
also with the projected Hispanic share of voters who will hypothetically turn out
to vote in that state in 2008. It also shows the percentage of Hispanics who voted
for Bush in 2004 (in states where there was a big enough Latino vote in 2004 to
permit such estimates from national election day exit polling).

4

The 2006 ACS estimate of 17.9 million Hispanics eligible to vote is consistent with the November 2006 CPS estimate of
17.3 million Hispanics eligible to vote reported in Table 2. The ACS is based on 12 monthly surveys and the estimate is
centered on the midpoint of the calendar year or the month of July. The difference between the two estimates largely
reflects the difference in the coverage of the two surveys. The CPS covers the civilian noninstitutionalized population.
The ACS covers the entire resident population.
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As Table 6 shows, there are only seven states where the estimated Hispanic share
of the state electorate exceeds the 2004 Republican margin of victory: New
Mexico, Texas, Arizona, Florida, Colorado, Nevada, and Iowa. However,
Hispanic turnout rates nationwide have historically been lower than non-Hispanic
turnout rates. For example, in the 2004 election it is estimated that nationally
Hispanics accounted for 8.2% of eligible voters but only 6.0% of all votes cast
(Suro, Fry and Passel, 2005). There are no reliable estimates of the 2004 Hispanic
turnout rates in individual states, however. In the absence of such data, Table 6
assumes that voters in a given state turn out to vote at the same rates that voters
turned out nationally in the 2004 election. That is, the projected Hispanic share of
a state’s voters in column 3 is derived by applying a uniform 47% voting rate for
Hispanics and an overall voting rate of 63.8% for the full population of eligible
voters.
In six states -- New Mexico, Florida, Colorado, Nevada, Arizona and Iowa -- the
projected Hispanic share of voters who go to the polls, as shown in column 3,
exceeds the 2004 Republican margin of victory. In 2004, President Bush received
at least 30% of the Hispanic vote in each of these states, according to the 2004
state exit polls (as shown in column 5). Past Hispanic presidential preferences
provide some guidance as to how much Hispanic voter party preferences could
hypothetically change in 2008. The recent high-water mark of Latino support for
a Republican candidate was 40% in 2004 when George Bush defeated John Kerry
(Suro, Fry and Passel, 2005). The recent low point of Hispanic support for a
Republican nominee was 21% in 1996 when Bill Clinton defeated Bob Dole and
Ross Perot (Leal, Barreto, Lee, and de la Garza, 2005). And in the Congressional
elections of 2006, GOP candidates received an estimated 30% of the Latino vote
nationwide, according to exit polls.
On the other side of the partisan ledger, there are three states—California, New
Jersey and Wisconsin—where the projected 2008 Hispanic share of the state vote
exceeds the 2004 Democratic margin of victory.
Note on the Appendixes
Appendix A consists of two tables presenting 2006 estimates of the size of the
total population and the voting eligible population. Appendix Table 1 presents
state level estimates. Appendix Table 2 presents estimates for the 435
congressional districts. Estimates are provided for Hispanics and all persons.
Tabulations of the Hispanic share of the voting eligible population are shown.
These estimates are obtained from the Census Bureau’s 2006 American
Community Survey. The ACS surveys about 3 million households per year and is
designed to provide annual estimates for places whose population exceeds 65,000.
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