
PEW RESEARCH CENTER NEWS INTEREST INDEX 

MAY 5-8, 2011 OMNIBUS 

FINAL TOPLINE 

N=1003 

 

PEW.1-PEW.2 PREVIOUSLY RELEASED 

 

ASK ALL: 

PEW.3 As I read a list of some stories covered by news organizations this past week, please tell me if you 

happened to follow each news story very closely, fairly closely, not too closely, or not at all closely. 

First, [INSERT ITEM; RANDOMIZE;] [IF NECESSARY “Did you follow [ITEM] very closely, fairly 

closely, not too closely or not at all closely?”] 

 

 

 

Very 

closely 

Fairly 

closely 

Not too 

closely 

Not at all 

closely 

(VOL.) 

DK/Ref 

a. Discussions in Washington about how to 

address the federal budget deficit and 

national debt      

May 5-8, 2011 29 28 22 20 1 

April 21-25, 2011 30 31 18 21 * 

April 14-17, 2011 36 27 18 19 1 

TRENDS FOR COMPARISON:      

April 7-10, 2011: The threat of a 

government shutdown because of budget 

disagreements in Washington 47 26 15 12 * 

March 31-April 3, 2011: Discussions in 

Washington about how to address the 

federal budget deficit 30 27 21 22 * 

March 17-20, 2011 24 25 24 26 1 

March 3-6, 2011 26 29 19 26 1 

February 17-20, 2011 27 30 17 25 1 

December 2-5, 2010 35 25 21 17 2 

November 11-14, 2010: Proposals made by 

leaders of the federal budget deficit 

commission 15 21 21 41 1 

January 9-12, 2009: Projections of a record 

high federal budget deficit this year 35 30 19 16 * 

November, 1990: Congressional and 

administration efforts to reach a budget 

deficit agreement 34 33 20 11 2 

October, 1990: Attempts by Congress and 

the administration to find ways to reduce 

the budget deficit 34 37 17 12 * 

August, 1990 19 30 27 23 1 

July, 1990: President Bush’s call for higher 

taxes to help reduce the federal deficit 30 34 22 14 * 

June, 1990: Special meetings between the 

Bush administration and congressional 

leaders to find ways to reduce the federal 

deficit 18 33 28 20 1 

April, 1990: The spending and tax 

proposals made by Congressman Dan 

Rostenkowski to help reduce the budget 

deficit 10 22 26 42 * 

      

b. Reports about the condition of the U.S. 

economy      

May 5-8, 2011 40 35 15 9 1 

April 21-25, 2011 41 33 12 14 * 

April 14-17, 2011 44 30 14 12 1 

April 7-10, 2011 46 30 14 10 * 

March 31-April 3, 2011 42 31 16 11 0 
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PEW.3 CONTINUED…  

Very 

closely 

 

Fairly 

closely 

 

Not too 

closely 

 

Not at all 

closely 

 

(VOL.) 

DK/Ref 

March 24-27, 2011 36 32 17 15 * 

March 17-20, 2011 38 32 17 13 * 

March 10-13, 2011 40 30 16 13 * 

March 3-6, 2011 37 31 17 13 1 

February 24-27, 2011 49 29 11 10 * 

February 17-20, 2011 35 33 14 17 * 

February 10-13, 2011 36 34 13 16 * 

February 3-6, 2011 35 37 14 14 * 

January 20-23, 2011 37 33 14 15 1 

January 13-16, 2010 37 29 15 18 1 

January 6-9, 2011 39 37 11 12 1 

December 16-19, 2010 39 31 14 15 2 

December 9-12, 2010 39 30 14 16 1 

December 2-5, 2010 52 28 11 9 * 

November 18-21, 2010 46 31 11 11 * 

November 11-14, 2010 38 30 15 16 1 

November 4-7, 2010 44 32 11 13 * 

October 28-November 1, 2010 39 34 11 15 1 

October 21-24, 2010 41 29 14 14 1 

October 14-17, 2010 42 33 12 13 * 

October 7-10, 2010 36 33 15 15 1 

September 30-October 3, 2010 43 35 10 11 1 

September 23-26, 2010 43 34 13 9 1 

September 16-19, 2010 37 30 16 16 1 

September 2-6, 2010 43 31 13 12 * 

August 19-22, 2010 39 31 14 15 1 

August 5-8, 2010 39 33 14 13 1 

July 29-August 1, 2010 51 33 11 5 * 

July 22-25, 2010 46 33 14 6 1 

July 15-18, 2010 37 33 14 15 1 

July 8-11, 2010 36 33 15 16 * 

July 1-5, 2010 48 30 13 8 * 

June 24-27, 2010 37 37 15 11 1 

June 17-20, 2010 38 34 15 13 * 

June 10-13, 2010 39 35 17 9 * 

June 3-6, 2010 35 33 16 14 1 

May 27-30, 2010 43 29 13 15 * 

May 20-23, 2010 40 35 13 11 * 

May 13-16, 2010 49 32 11 8 1 

May 7-10, 2010 42 34 11 12 * 

April 30-May 3, 2010 32 37 17 14 1 

April 23-26, 2010 42 31 13 14 * 

April 16-19, 2010 40 32 14 14 0 

April 9-12, 2010 40 32 15 13 * 

April 1-5, 2010 33 34 14 19 * 

March 19-22, 2010 41 32 14 13 * 

March 12-15, 2010 41 35 12 12 * 

March 5-8, 2010 40 34 12 13 * 

February 26-March 1, 2010 31 33 17 19 * 

February 19-22, 2010 38 34 15 12 * 

February 12-15, 2010 35 34 15 16 * 

February 5-8, 2010 43 36 13 9 * 

January 29-February 1, 2010 45 32 13 10 * 

January 22-25, 2010 41 34 14 10 * 

January 15-18, 2010 37 38 14 11 * 

January 8-11, 2010 39 33 15 12 * 

December 18-21, 2009 45 31 14 10 0 

December 11-14, 2009 42 31 14 13 * 

December 4-7, 2009 41 36 13 9 1 
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PEW.3 CONTINUED…  

Very 

closely 

 

Fairly 

closely 

 

Not too 

closely 

 

Not at all 

closely 

 

(VOL.) 

DK/Ref 

November 13-16, 2009 38 33 14 15 * 

October 30-November 2, 2009 34 32 17 16 * 

October 23-26, 2009 44 30 15 10 1 

October 9-12, 2009 41 29 16 13 * 

October 2-5, 2009 44 30 15 11 0 

September 25-28, 2009 44 37 10 10 * 

September 18-21, 2009 44 34 15 7 * 

September 11-14, 2009 45 32 14 9 * 

September 3-6, 2009 41 31 15 13 * 

August 28-31, 2009 45 30 13 12 1 

August 21-24, 2009 50 27 13 10 1 

August 14-17, 2009 41 37 11 12 * 

August 7-10, 2009 42 34 13 10 * 

July 31-August 3, 2009 46 34 11 8 * 

July 24-27, 2009 45 35 12 8 * 

July 17-20, 2009 43 35 11 11 1 

July 10-13, 2009 37 38 13 11 * 

July 2-5, 2009 38 35 15 12 * 

June 19-22, 2009 42 33 15 10 * 

June 12-15, 2009 41 35 12 12 * 

June 5-8, 2009 41 34 11 14 * 

May 29-June 1, 2009 43 37 11 8 * 

May 21-24, 2009 44 35 13 9 * 

May 15-18, 2009 44 35 12 8 * 

May 8-11, 2009 42 34 12 12 * 

May 1-4, 2009 47 36 11 5 1 

April 17-20, 2009 52 30 10 7 1 

April 9-13, 2009 48 29 13 10 0 

March 27-30, 2009 48 32 10 10 * 

March 20-23, 2009 52 34 8 6 * 

March 13-16, 2009 48 33 9 10 * 

February 27-March 2, 2009 56 30 8 6 * 

February 13-16, 2009 55 29 10 6 * 

January 30-February 2,  2009 52 31 12 5 * 

January 23-26, 2009 57 30 8 5 0 

January 16-19, 2009 43 35 13 9 * 

January 2-4, 2009 42 36 15 7 * 

December 12-15, 2008 51 33 9 7 * 

December 5-8, 2008 42 38 13 7 * 

November 21-24, 2008 59 24 9 8 * 

November 14-17, 2008 56 29 9 6 * 

November 7-10, 2008 54 31 8 7 * 

October 31-November 3, 2008 63 27 6 4 * 

October 24-27, 2008 52 35 7 5 1 

October 17-20, 2008 62 29 6 3 * 

October 10-13, 2008 65 25 7 3 * 

October 3-6, 2008 69 23 5 3 * 

September 26-29, 2008 70 22 5 3 * 

September 19-22, 2008 56 27 12 5 * 

September 5-8, 2008 44 33 16 7 * 

August 29-31, 2008 41 34 13 11 1 

August 15-18, 2008 39 36 15 10 * 

August 8-11, 2008 39 35 16 10 * 

August 1-4, 2008 47 34 11 8 0 

July 25-28, 2008 46 32 10 12 * 

July 18-21, 2008 45 33 13 9 * 

July 11-14, 2008 44 33 12 10 1 

June 27-30, 2008 49 31 12 7 1 

June 13-16, 2008 42 33 14 11 * 
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PEW.3 CONTINUED…  

Very 

closely 

 

Fairly 

closely 

 

Not too 

closely 

 

Not at all 

closely 

 

(VOL.) 

DK/Ref 

May 9-12, 2008 45 31 13 11 * 

May 2-5, 2008 43 31 15 10 1 

April 18-21, 2008 41 35 13 10 1 

April 4-7, 2008 39 37 12 12 * 

March 28-31, 2008 42 36 14 8 * 

March 20-24, 2008 45 33 13 9 * 

February 29-March 3, 2008 38 35 15 11 1 

February 15-18, 2008 37 36 11 16 8 

February 1-4, 2008 40 37 14 8 1 

January 18-21, 2008 42 31 16 11 * 

January 11-14, 2008 36 32 15 16 1 

November 2-5, 2007 27 37 16 19 1 

October 19-22, 2007  25 34 20 21 * 

August 10-13, 2007 28 36 18 18 * 

Mid-November, 2006 31 40 17 11 1 

December, 2005 35 35 18 11 1 

Early November, 2005 35 39 17 9 * 

Mid-May, 2005 30 39 19 11 1 

January, 2005 35 41 17 7 * 

Mid-October, 2004 30 43 16 10 1 

Early September, 2004 39 34 15 11 1 

Mid-January, 2004 37 41 15 7 * 

December, 2003 35 38 14 11 2 

November, 2003 40 34 15 10 1 

October, 2003 32 39 16 12 1 

September, 2003 39 30 18 12 1 

March, 2003 40 35 16 8 1 

February, 2003 42 33 15 10 * 

December, 2002 38 34 17 10 1 

February, 2002 35 40 15 9 1 

January, 2002 30 44 16 9 1 

December, 2001 37 40 13 8 2 

Mid-November, 2001 41 36 15 7 1 

June, 2001 24 41 18 16 1 

May, 2001 34 36 15 15 0 

April, 2001 36 34 16 13 1 

February, 2001 30 39 18 12 1 

January, 2001 32 38 17 11 2 

June, 1995 26 41 22 11 * 

March, 1995 27 45 19 9 * 

February, 1995 23 41 22 13 1 

December, 1994 28 43 20 9 * 

October, 1994 27 40 20 12 1 

June, 1994 25 42 23 10 * 

May, 1994 33 40 16 10 1 

January, 1994 34 39 16 10 1 

Early January, 1994 36 44 13 7 * 

December, 1993 35 41 15 8 1 

October, 1993 33 38 20 9 * 

September, 1993 37 40 14 8 1 

Early September, 1993 39 39 14 9 * 

August, 1993 41 36 14 9 * 

May, 1993 37 38 18 6 1 

February, 1993 49 36 10 5 * 

January, 1993 42 39 12 7 * 

September, 1992 43 37 13 6 1 

May, 1992 39 39 15 6 1 

March, 1992 47 38 11 4 * 

February, 1992 47 37 10 6 * 
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PEW.3 CONTINUED…  

Very 

closely 

 

Fairly 

closely 

 

Not too 

closely 

 

Not at all 

closely 

 

(VOL.) 

DK/Ref 

January, 1992 44 40 11 5 * 

October, 1991 36 38 16 9 1 

      

c. Political violence following uprisings in Syria      

May 5-8, 2011 14 27 30 28 1 

TRENDS FOR COMPARISON:      

April 28-May 1, 2011: Anti-government 

protests and violence in some Middle 

Eastern countries 18 29 25 27 1 

April 21-25, 2011: The currents situation 

and events in Libya 21 35 20 22 1 

April 14-17, 2011 21 30 25 23 1 

April 7-10, 2011 28 35 21 16 * 

March 31-April 3, 2011: Military air strikes 

in Libya by the U.S. and its allies 37 31 17 14 1 

March 24-27, 2011 33 34 17 15 * 

March 17-20, 2011: The conflict between 

rebels and government forces in Libya 26 28 21 23 1 

March 10-13, 2011: Growing violence in 

Libya 29 29 21 20 * 

March 3-6, 2011 31 31 18 19 1 

February 24-27, 2011 38 30 15 16 * 

February 17-20, 2011: News about the 

situation in Egypt 34 32 17 16 1 

February 17-20, 2011: Anti-government 

protests in other Middle Eastern and North 

African nations 20 30 22 28 1 

February 10-13, 2011: Anti-government 

protests in Egypt and the resignation of 

President Hosni Mubarak 39 31 14 15 1 

February 3-6, 2011: Anti-government 

protests in Egypt and other Middle Eastern 

countries 32 35 16 18 * 

January 27-30, 2011 17 26 21 35 * 

January 20-23, 2011: Political instability in 

Tunisia following the collapse of the 

government 7 15 25 53 1 

January, 2007: The U.S. air strikes on 

suspected terrorist sites in Somalia 17 32 27 23 1 

May, 1999: NATO air strikes against 

Serbian forces 32 38 19 10 1 

Late April, 1999 41 39 13 7 * 

April, 1999 41 37 16 6 0 

March, 1999: NATO air strikes against 

Serbian forces in Kosovo 43 32 15 9 1 

August, 1998: U.S. military strikes against 

sites linked to terrorists in Afghanistan and 

Sudan 44 35 13 8 * 

July 10-24, 1986: The U.S. air strike 

against Libya 58 27 11 3 1 

      

d. Tornadoes and flooding in the South and 

Midwest      

May 5-8, 2011 41 37 15 7 * 

TRENDS FOR COMPARISON:      

April 28-May 1, 2011: Deadly storms in the 

South 

45 29 14 12 1 

April 21-25, 2011: Deadly storms in the 

South and Midwest 29 33 18 20 * 
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PEW.3 CONTINUED…  

Very 

closely 

 

Fairly 

closely 

 

Not too 

closely 

 

Not at all 

closely 

 

(VOL.) 

DK/Ref 

June 13-16, 2008: A tornado that killed 

four Boy Scouts at a camp in Iowa 32 35 17 16 * 

May 30-June 2, 2008: Midwest1 30 33 21 15 1 

February 8-11, 2008:  South and Midwest 25 42 19 13 1 

May 11-14, 2007: Tornadoes and floods in 

the Midwest 22 35 23 19 1 

March 2-5, 2007: South and Midwest 33 38 18 11 * 

May, 1999: Oklahoma and Kansas 38 40 15 6 1 

      

e. News about possible candidates for the 2012 

presidential elections      

May 5-8, 2011 16 24 27 32 1 

April 21-25, 2011 18 26 23 32 1 

April 14-17, 2011 20 23 29 27 1 

March 24-27, 2011 13 19 26 41 1 

March 10-13, 2011 15 21 26 38 0 

February 10-13, 2011 16 19 24 40 * 

February 3-6, 2011 15 20 23 42 * 

TRENDS FOR COMPARISON:      

October 24-27, 2008: 2008 Presidential 

Election 44 36 11 8 1 

October 17-20, 2008 61 28 7 4 * 

October 10-13, 2008 52 31 12 5 * 

October 3-6, 2008 57 31 8 4 * 

September 26-29, 2008 56 29 10 5 * 

September 19-22, 2008 47 33 14 6 * 

September 12-15, 2008 40 38 14 7 1 

September 5-8, 2008 45 39 12 4 * 

August 29-31, 2008 45 32 15 8 * 

August 22-25, 2008 31 36 22 11 * 

August 15-18, 2008 25 41 19 14 1 

August 8-11, 2008 27 38 22 13 * 

August 1-4, 2008 30 42 19 9 * 

July 25-28, 2008 30 34 21 15 * 

July 18-21, 2008 30 35 21 14 * 

July 11-14, 2008 28 34 22 15 1 

July 3-7, 2008 25 35 23 17 * 

June 27-30, 2008 39 33 18 10 * 

June 20-23, 2008 28 38 22 12 * 

June 13-16, 2008 35 35 20 10 * 

June 6-9, 2008 38 35 17 10 * 

May 30-June 2, 2008 30 35 21 14 * 

May 22-25, 2008 32 37 20 11 * 

May 16-19, 2008 33 37 19 10 1 

May 9-12, 2008 35 36 18 11 * 

May 2-5, 2008 27 35 23 14 1 

April 25-28, 2008 34 37 18 11 * 

April 18-21, 2008 29 41 19 10 1 

April 11-14, 2008 31 37 22 10 * 

April 4-7, 2008 33 36 17 14 * 

March 28-31, 2008 31 41 18 10 * 

March 20-24, 2008 34 37 18 11 * 

March 14-17, 2008 40 37 16 7 * 

March 7-10, 2008 39 36 15 9 1 

February 29-March 3, 2008 43 34 14 9 * 

February 22-25, 2008 42 37 13 8 * 

                                                
1  March 2-5, 2007 through May 30-June 2, 2008 asked about “Violent storms and tornadoes” in each region.  May, 1999 asked about “Tornadoes in 

Oklahoma and Kansas.” 



7 
 

 
  

PEW.3 CONTINUED…  

Very 

closely 

 

Fairly 

closely 

 

Not too 

closely 

 

Not at all 

closely 

 

(VOL.) 

DK/Ref 

February 15-18, 2008 44 36 10 10 * 

February 8-11, 2008 39 37 15 9 0 

February 1-4, 2008 37 35 16 12 * 

January 25-28, 2008 36 37 14 12 1 

January 18-21, 2008 36 34 18 12 * 

January 11-14, 20082 32 31 19 17 1 

January 4-7, 2008 33 36 19 11 1 

December 14-17, 2007 25 34 22 19 * 

December 7-10, 2007 24 35 22 19 * 

November 30 – December 3, 2007 23 35 23 19 * 

November 23-26, 2007 20 33 26 20 1 

November 16-19, 2007 26 33 21 19 1 

November 9-12, 2007 21 33 25 21 * 

November 2-5, 2007 27 30 21 21 1 

October 26-29, 2007 21 34 26 19 * 

October 19-22, 2007 23 32 22 23 * 

October 12-15, 2007 13 31 26 30 * 

October 5-8, 2007 22 30 24 24 * 

September 28 – October 1, 2007 21 34 25 20 * 

September 21-24, 2007 24 31 22 23 * 

September 14-17, 2007 22 31 24 23 * 

September 7-10, 2007 18 34 26 22 * 

August 30-September 2, 2007 19 35 21 25 * 

August 24-27, 2007 22 28 24 26 * 

August 17-20, 2007 19 27 24 30 * 

August 10-13, 2007 23 32 21 24 * 

August 3-6, 2007 19 31 25 25 * 

July 27-30, 2007 19 32 22 26 1 

July 20-23, 2007 16 26 30 27 1 

July 13-16, 2007 17 29 27 27 * 

July 6-9, 2007 24 29 24 22 1 

June 29-July 2, 2007 20 32 25 23 * 

June 22-25, 2007 18 31 21 30 * 

June 15-18, 2007 17 32 26 25 * 

June 8-11, 2007 19 30 24 26 1 

June 1-4, 2007 16 27 32 24 1 

May 24-27, 2007 22 33 23 22 * 

May 18-21, 2007 18 31 24 27 * 

May 11-14, 2007 18 30 23 28 1 

May 4-7, 2007 23 34 21 21 1 

April 27-30, 2007 14 30 29 26 1 

April 20-23, 2007 18 28 27 27 * 

April 12-16, 2007 18 28 27 27 * 

April 5-9, 2007 25 30 26 19 * 

March 30-April 2, 2007 20 29 27 23 1 

March 23-26, 2007 20 32 22 26 * 

March 16-19, 2007 15 28 29 27 1 

March 9-12, 2007 24 30 23 23 * 

March 2-5, 2007 19 31 26 23 1 

February 23-26, 2007 22 33 24 21 * 

February 16-19, 2007 18 32 22 27 1 

February 9-12, 2007 24 30 24 21 1 

February 2-5, 2007 24 36 22 18 * 

January 26-29, 2007 24 33 23 20 * 

January 19-22, 20073 24 27 22 26 1 

                                                
2  January 11-14, 2008 asked about: “News about the New Hampshire primaries and the presidential campaign.” 
3  January 19-22, 2007 asked about: “Recent announcements by prominent Democrats about plans to run for president in 

2008.” 
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PEW.3 CONTINUED…  

Very 

closely 

 

Fairly 

closely 

 

Not too 

closely 

 

Not at all 

closely 

 

(VOL.) 

DK/Ref 

November, 2004 (RVs): 2004 Presidential 

Election 52 36 8 4 * 

Mid-October, 2004 46 30 12 11 1 

August, 2004 32 38 16 14 * 

July, 2004 29 37 18 15 1 

April, 2004 31 33 19 16 1 

Mid-March, 2004 35 34 18 13 * 

Late February, 2004 24 40 23 12 1 

Early February, 2004
4
 29 37 20 13 1 

Mid-January, 2004 16 30 27 26 1 

Early January, 2004 14 32 30 23 1 

December, 2003 16 26 27 30 1 

November, 2003 11 26 34 28 1 

October, 2003 12 27 28 32 1 

September, 2003 17 25 30 27 1 

Mid-August, 2003 12 27 27 33 1 

May, 2003 8 19 31 41 1 

January, 2003 14 28 29 28 1 

Early November, 2000 (RVs): 2000 

Presidential Election 39 44 12 5 * 

Mid-October, 2000 (RVs) 40 37 15 8 * 

Early October, 2000 (RVs) 42 36 15 6 1 

September, 2000 22 42 21 15 * 

July, 2000 21 38 20 20 1 

June, 2000 23 32 23 21 1 

May, 2000 18 33 26 23 * 

April, 2000 18 39 22 20 1 

March, 2000 26 41 19 13 1 

February, 2000 26 36 21 17 * 

January, 2000 19 34 28 18 1 

December, 1999 16 36 24 23 1 

October, 1999 17 32 28 22 1 

September, 1999 15 31 33 20 1 

July, 1999 15 38 24 22 1 

June, 1999 11 25 29 34 1 

November, 1996 (RVs): 1996 Presidential 

Election 34 45 15 6 * 

October, 1996 31 39 18 12 * 

      

f. The killing of Osama bin Laden in a raid by 

American forces      

May 5-8, 2011 50 30 13 6 1 

TREND FOR COMPARISON:      

January 10-15, 2007: The execution of 

Saddam Hussein 31 33 21 14 1 

January 5-8, 2007: The hanging of Saddam 

Hussein 23 29 29 19 * 

July, 2004: Saddam Hussein’s recent court 

appearance in Iraq 26 32 21 20 1 

December, 2003: The capture of Saddam 

Hussein 44 37 14 5 * 

                                                
4

 
 From May 2003 to Early February 2004 and in March 1992, the story was listed as “The race for the Democratic 

nomination.” In January 2003, the story was listed as “Recent announcements by prominent Democrats about plans to 
run for president in 2004.”  In September 2000, Early September and July 1996, and May 1992, the question asked 

about “the presidential election campaign.” In January, March and April 1996, the story was listed as “News about the 
Republican presidential candidates.” In August 1992, the story was listed as “News about the presidential election.” In 

July 1992, the story was listed as “News about the presidential campaign.” In January 1992, the story was listed as 
“News about the Democratic candidates for the presidential nomination.” In 1988, the story was introduced as being from 

“this past year” and was listed as “News about the presidential campaign in 1988.”  
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ASK ALL: 

PEW.4 Which ONE of the stories I just mentioned have you followed most closely, or is there another story 

you’ve been following MORE closely? [DO NOT READ LIST. ACCEPT ONLY ONE RESPONSE.]  

 

 May 5-8 

 2011 

 42 The killing of Osama bin Laden in a raid by American forces 

 20 Tornadoes and flooding in the South and Midwest 

 11 Reports about the condition of the U.S. economy 

 6 Discussions in Washington about how to address the federal budget deficit and  

                            national debt 

 2 News about possible candidates for the 2012 presidential elections 

 2 Political violence following uprisings in Syria 

 9 Some other story (VOL.) 

 10 Don’t know/Refused (VOL.) 

 

NO QUESTIONS PEW.5-PEW.7 

 

QUESTIONS PEW.8-PEW.10 PREVIOUSLY RELEASED 

 

ASK ALL: 

PEW.11 Do you think news organizations are giving too much coverage, too little coverage or the right 

amount of coverage to the killing of Osama bin Laden? 

 

 May 5-8   

 2011   

 43 Too much coverage  

 9 Too little coverage  

 42 Right amount of coverage  

 6 Don’t know/Refused (VOL.)  

 

ASK ALL: 

PEW.12 We would like to know which aspects of the news about Osama bin Laden you have found 

interesting. First, have you been very interested, somewhat interested, not too interested or not at 

all interested in news about [INSERT ITEM; RANDOMIZE]. How about news about [INSERT 

NEXT ITEM]. [REPEAT FULL RANGE OF RESPONSE CATEGORIES AS NECESSARY]. 

 

  

Very 

interested 

Somewhat 

interested 

Not too 

interested 

Not at all 

interested 

 

(VOL.) 

DK/Ref 

a. How the raid on bin Laden’s compound 

was planned and carried out 

     

May 5-8, 2011 44 29 13 11 3 

      

b. What bin Laden’s death means for 

America’s involvement in Afghanistan 

     

May 5-8, 2011 39 36 12 9 4 

      

NO ITEM C      

      

d.    The chance of a terrorist attack on the 

U.S. in retaliation for killing bin Laden 

     

May 5-8, 2011 57 28 7 6 2 

      

e.    Whether Pakistan knew or should have 

known where bin Laden was 

     

May 5-8, 2011 44 29 13 11 2 

      

f.    How people in the U.S. and around the 

world have reacted to bin Laden’s killing 

     

May 5-8, 2011 35 34 17 12 2 
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PEW.12 CONTINUED…  

Very 

interested 

Somewhat 

interested 

Not too 

interested 

Not at all 

interested 

 

(VOL.) 

DK/Ref 

g.    What effect bin Laden’s killing might 

have on American politics and elections 

     

May 5-8, 2011 34 32 16 15 2 

 

NO QUESTIONS PEW.13-PEW.14 

 

ASK ALL: 

PEW.15 How have you been getting most of your news about the killing of Osama bin Laden? From [READ 

AND RANDOMIZE]? [ACCEPT TWO ANSWERS: IF ONLY ONE RESPONSE IS GIVEN, PROBE 

ONCE FOR ADDITIONAL: “Anything Else?”]  

 

  Tele- News-   Maga-  (VOL.)  (VOL.) 

  vision papers Radio zines Internet Other DK/Ref 

 May 5-8, 2011  74 22 13 1 39 2 1 

 

 Figures add to more than 100% because of multiple responses. 

  

TREND FOR COMPARISON: 

How do you get most of your news about national and international issues?  From [READ AND 

RANDOMIZE]? [ACCEPT TWO ANSWERS: IF ONLY ONE RESPONSE IS GIVEN, PROBE ONCE 

FOR ADDITIONAL: “Anything Else?”]  

 

  Tele- News-   Maga-  (VOL.)  (VOL.) 

  vision papers Radio zines Internet Other DK/Ref 

 Dec 1-5, 2010 66 31 16 3 41 1 1 

 July 8-11, 2010 68 24 17 3 41 2 1 

 Dec 9-13, 2009 70 32 17 3 35 1 1 

 July 22-26, 2009 71 33 21 3 42 1 1 

 December, 2008 70 35 18 5 40 2 1 

 September, 2007 74 34 13 2 24 2 1 

 Late September, 2006 74 37 16 4 21 3 1 

 August, 2006 72 36 14 4 24 2 1 

 November, 2005 73 36 16 2 20 2 * 

 Early Sept, 20055 (Hurr. Katrina) 89 35 17 * 21 3 * 

 June, 2005 74 44 22 5 24 2 1 

 December, 2004 74 46 21 4 24 2 3 

 October, 2003 80 50 18 4 20 2 1 

 August, 2003 79 46 15 3 18 2 1 

 Early July, 2003 79 45 16 5 19 1 * 

 March, 2003 (War in Iraq) 89 24 19 * 11 2 * 

 February, 2003 83 42 19 4 15 3 * 

 January, 2003 81 44 22 4 17 2 1 

 January, 2002 82 42 21 3 14 2 * 

 Mid-Sept, 2001 (Terror Attacks) 90 11 14 * 5 1 1 

 Early September, 2001 74 45 18 6 13 1  * 

 February, 2001 76 40 16 4 10 2 1 

 October, 1999 80 48 19 5 11 2 * 

 January, 1999 82 42 18 4 6 2 * 

 January, 1996 88 61 25 8 -- 2 * 

 September, 1995 82 63 20 10 -- 1 1 

 January, 1994 83 51 15 10 -- 5 1 

 September, 1993 83 60 17 9 -- 3 * 

 January, 1993 83 52 17 5 -- 1 1 

 Early January, 1991 (Persian Gulf) 82 40 15 4 -- 1 * 

 

                                                
5  In Early September 2005, the question was worded “news about the impact of Hurricane Katrina.” In March 2003, the 

question was worded “news about the war in Iraq,” and in Mid-September 2001, the question was worded “news about 
the terrorist attacks.” In September 1995, question wording did not include “international.”  In Early January 1991 the 

question asked about “the latest developments in the Persian Gulf.” 
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IF '1' TELEVISION AS EITHER 1ST OR 2ND RESPONSE IN PEW.15 ASK: 

PEW.16 On television, have you been getting most of your news about the killing of Osama bin Laden 

from[READ, RANDOMIZE ITEMS 2 THRU 4 AND 5 THRU 7 SEPARATELY, AND RANDOMIZE 

SETS OF ITEMS (LOCAL; NETWORK; CABLE). ACCEPT MULTIPLE ANSWERS BUT DO NOT 

PROBE FOR ADDITIONAL]  

 

BASED ON TOTAL: 

           TV not 

        Fox News(VOL.) (VOL.) a main 

  Local ABC CBS NBC CNN MSNBC Channel Other DK/Ref source 

 May 5-8, 2011 14 10 10 10 21 5 17 2 2 (26) 

 

 Figures add to more than 100% because of multiple responses. 

 

TREND FOR COMPARISON: 

IF '1' TELEVISION AS EITHER 1ST OR 2ND RESPONSE IN MAIN SOURCE QUESTION, ASK: 

 On television, do you get most of your news about national and international issues from [READ, 

RANDOMIZE ITEMS 2 THRU 4 AND 5 THRU 7 SEPARATELY, AND RANDOMIZE SETS OF 

ITEMS (LOCAL; NETWORK; CABLE). ACCEPT MULTIPLE ANSWERS BUT DO NOT PROBE FOR 

ADDITIONAL]  

 

 BASED ON TOTAL: 

           TV not 

        Fox News (VOL.) (VOL.) a main 

  Local ABC CBS NBC CNN MSNBC Channel Other DK/Ref source 

 Dec 1-5, 2010 16 10 7 9 16 7 16 3 2 (34) 

 July 8-11, 2010 17 9 8 8 17 5 19 4 2 (32) 

 Dec 9-13, 2009 16 12 8 10 19 6 19 3 2 (30) 

 July 22-26, 2009 18 11 10 13 22 6 19 3 1 (29) 

 December, 2008 15 12 9 10 23 8 17 4 2 (30) 

 September, 2007 18 11 8 13 22 7 16 3 2 (26) 

 August, 2006 13 10 9 12 24 6 20 6 1 (28) 

 November, 2005 16 14 12 15 24 8 22 5 3 (27) 

 Early Sept, 20056 19 14 8 12 31 9 22 3 3 (11) 

 (Hurricane Katrina)  

 June, 2005 13 12 9 12 18 5 16 2 4 (26) 

 December, 2004 15 11 9 14 20 6 19 3 3 (26) 

 October, 2003 17 12 8 13 20 6 17 -- 4 (20) 

 August, 2003 17 12 10 15 26 7 18 3 4 (21) 

 Early July, 2003 17 12 11 14 27 9 22 3 3 (21) 

 January, 2002 16 11 11 15 28 8 16 4 2 (18) 

  

ASK ALL: 

PEW.17 Do you ever use Facebook, Twitter or other social networking sites? 

 

 May 5-8 

 2011 

 44 Yes 

 55 No 

 * Don’t know/Refused (VOL.) 

 

  

                                                
6  In early September 2005, the question was worded: “Have you been getting most of your news about the disaster from 

…” 



12 
 

 
  

ASK IF EVER USE SOCIAL NETWORKING SITES (PEW.17=1):   

PEW.18 How much information, if any, have you have been getting about the killing of Osama bin Laden 

through Facebook, Twitter or other social networking sites? [READ] 

 

 BASED ON BASED ON SOCIAL  

 TOTAL NETWORKING USERS  

 May 5-8 May 5-8 

 2011 2011 

 7 16 A lot 

 13 30 A little 

 24 54 None at all 

 * 1 Don’t know/Refused (VOL.) 

 (55) -- Do not user social networking 

 

 [1003] [389] 

 

 


