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Many Say Osama Story Overcovered
Death of bin Laden: More Coverage than Interest

While the killing of Osama
bin Laden in Pakistan by U.S.
military forces attracted a
near-record amount of news
coverage, public interest in
the story has been
comparatively modest.

Just more than four-in-ten
(42%) say they followed news
about the Al Qaeda leader’s
killing more closely than any
other news last week. One-
in-five (20%) followed news
about severe weather and
flooding in the South and
Midwest most closely. Bin

News Coverage vs. News Interest

News Interest News Coverage
bin Laden killed 42 69
Tornadoes and floods 20 5
Economy 11 4
Federal deficit 6 1
2012 elections 2 3
Violence in Syria 2 *

News interest shows the percentage of people who say they followed this story most
closely, Pew Research Center for the People & the Press, May 5-8, 2011. News
coverage shows the percentage of news coverage devoted to each story, Pew
Research Center’s Project for Excellence in Journalism, May 2-May 8, 2011.

Laden’s death is clearly the week’s top story, but it is not the top story for 2011. In mid-

March, far more (57%) said they followed the Japan earthquake and nuclear disaster

most closely.

Fully 69% of news coverage for the week was devoted to bin Laden’s killing, according to

a separate analysis by Pew Research’s Project for Excellence in Journalism. Since PEJ

began tracking news coverage in early 2007, only one story has approached the level of
coverage bin Laden’s death received: In late August 2008, the media devoted just less
than 69% to the presidential campaign during the week in which Democrats nominated
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Barack Obama and John McCain introduced Sarah Palin as his vice presidential running

mate.

The latest weekly News Interest Index survey, conducted May 5-8 among 1,003 adults,
also finds that substantially more think that the killing of bin Laden received too much
rather than too little news coverage (43% vs. 9%). About four-in-ten (42%) say the

amount of coverage has been about right.

Looking at the public’s top

stories for 2011, other Foreign News Dominates Most Closely Followed

dramatic events have
attracted as much or more
interest. For several weeks
after the Japan earthquake in
March, majorities cited the
disaster as their most closely

40 -

followed story.

In mid-January 49% said
that their top story was news
about the shooting rampage
in Tucson, Ariz., that left six
dead and Rep. Gabrielle
Giffords fighting for her life.
One month later, 48% said 0
they were most closely
following news about the
dramatic uprising in Egypt
and the resignation of
President Hosni Mubarak.
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Comparing News Interest

While 42% cite bin Laden’s
killing as their top story of
the week, half of the public
(50%) says they followed this
news very closely. That
ranks this news among the
top stories of 2011 so far by
this metric. It also is greater
than the 44% that said they
followed news about the
capture of Saddam Hussein
in Iraq very closely in
December 2003.

This measure is different
from the most closely
followed story each week. It
tracks interest in each story
individually.

Leading Stories of 2011

% following “very closely”
Japan earthquake (Mar)
Rising price of gas and oil (Apr)
Killing of bin Laden (May)
U.S. economy (Feb)
Ariz. shootings (Jan)
Gov't shutdown fight (Apr)
Deadly Southern storms (Apr)
Egypt protests (Feb)
Violence in Libya (Feb)

Wisconsin labor dispute (Feb)
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PEW RESEARCH CENTER. Highest percentage shown for stories measured more than

once.

By this measure, the Japan disaster and the rising price of gas and oil attracted the
highest interest (55% very closely in mid-March for Japan, 53% for rising prices in

April). Other top stories have been the Arizona shootings in January (49%) and the

nation’s economy (49% in February).

Since 2001, the top news stories based on the percentage tracking very closely have been
the 9/11 attacks in New York and Washington (78%) and the aftermath of Hurricanes
Katrina and Rita in September 2005 (73%). (For more, see “Public’s Top Stories of the
Decade — 9/11 and Katrina,” Dec. 30, 2010).
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High Interest in News about Possible Retaliation

When asked which aspects of the news about

0 bin Laden thev have found interesti Among bin Laden Stories, Highest
sathia bin Ladel they have ,Oun o er,es 08 Interest in Possible Terror Attack
57% say they have been very interested in news

. % very interested in news about... %
about the chance of a terrorist attack on the o very _ o °
. L. . Chance of terror attack in retaliation 57
U.S. in retaliation for the killing of the al Qaeda |, the raid was carried out 44
leader. What Pakistan knew about hiding place 44
Impact of U.S. effort in Afghanistan 39

. Publi jon in U.S.
About four-in-ten say they have been very ublic reaction in U.S. and abroad 3
Effect on politics and elections in U.S. 34

interested in how the military raid was carried

. PEW RESEARCH CENTER May 5-8, 2011.
out (44%), whether Pakistan knew or should

have known where bin Laden was hiding (44%)

and the impact of the killing on U.S. involvement in Afghanistan (39%). About one-in-
three Americans say they are very interested in the public reaction to bin Laden’s killing
here and around the world (35%) or what effect bin Laden’s killing may have on
American politics and elections (34%).

In an analysis of the first three days of coverage last week, PEJ found that the news

media had devoted a quarter of coverage (25%) to recounting details of the dangerous
raid and 24% to reaction in the U.S. and around the world. Another 11% dealt with the
domestic political fallout, 10% dealt with the prospects for new terror attacks, 9% with
the role played by Pakistan and 7% with the impact on U.S. policy.

Women express greater interest in news about the threat of retaliation — 64% say they
are very interested in this story, compared with 49% of men. Women also are more
interested in how the killing will affect America’s involvement in Afghanistan (44% vs.
34% very interested). Men are somewhat more interested in details about the raid (48%
vS. 40%).

Independents are generally less interested in the bin Laden sub-stories than are
Democrats or Republicans. When it comes to the impact of bin Laden’s killing on
American politics and elections, Democrats express greater interest (45% very
interested) than Republicans (33%) or independents (28%).
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Where Americans Turned for bin Laden News

Television was the main source for news about -
TV Top Source for News about bin

bin Laden’s death for about three-quarters of Laden

the public (74%), followed by the internet,

i 18- 30- 50-
newspapers and radio.

Source for most news Total 29 49 64 65+

about bin Laden

killing... % % % % %
C. . . TV 74 7 81 87
Television is the most widely cited news 63 67 81 8
i ‘ . Cable 39 36 37 41 40
source, regardless of gender, education, party Network 2% 17 22 31 39
identification or age. Those 65 and older, Local 14 16 13 16 14
though, are much more likely to have gotten Newspaper 22 13 18 24 39
most of their bin Laden news from television Internet 39 56 47 33 13
h h th 87% Radio 13 10 16 9 13
an are those younger than 30 (87% versus Magazines 1 1 P

63%). _
PEW RESEARCH CENTER May 5-8, 2011. Figures add to
more than 100% because of multiple responses.

Almost four-in-ten Americans (39%) say they

got most of their news about this story from the internet. More than half of those
younger than 30 (56%) cite the internet as their top news source. Conversely, just 13% of
those 65 and older say the internet was where they got most bin Laden news.

The pattern is reversed for newspapers. Roughly two-in-five (22%) say they got most of
their news about bin Laden from newspapers. Among those 65 and older, about four-in-
ten (39%) say this, while just 13% among those younger than 30 say they got most of
their news from newspapers.

(When asked in December about where they get national and international news—not in
the context of a major breaking story—Americans were somewhat less likely to cite
television and more likely to cite the internet and newspapers, with young adults
especially likely to cite the internet. See Internet Gains on Television as Public’s Main
News Source for more information.)

Looking at specific types of television news, 39% say cable was their main source of bin
Laden news, 26% say network news and 14% say local news.

Older Americans are more likely to have relied on network news outlets or on Fox News
than are younger Americans. There is no age difference when it comes to CNN or
MSNBC.
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Partisan differences, however, are large. Democrats (28%) and independents (21%) are
more likely than Republicans (13%) to have cited CNN as their top bin Laden news
source. Three-in-ten Republicans (30%) cite the Fox News Channel, compared with 6%
of Democrats and 16% of independents. Partisans are about equally likely to have turned
to the internet, newspapers and other sources for news about the bin Laden killing.

Getting bin Laden News from Social Networking

Just 20% of Americans say they got a lot (7%) or a little (13%) news about the bin Laden
story through social networking sites, such as

Facebook or Twitter. However, social networks :
Social Networks as a Source for

_ News about bin Laden
the 44% of the public that uses Facebook, (Based on those who use social networks)

Twitter or other social networks.

were an important source of information for

How much news A A

have you gotten lot little None DK N
. about bin Laden’s

Among social network users, 46% say they got death from social

lot (16% littl %) inf i bout network sites?* % % % %
alot (16%) or a little (30%) information abou Total 16 30 54 12100 389
the killing of bin Laden through social

. 18-29 24 35 41 0=100 100
networking, 30-49 16 27 56 1=100 141

50+ 4 25 71 0=100 137

Younger social networkers are much more Followed story:
likely than their older counterparts to have Very closely 18 27 55 0=100 201
gotten news about bin Laden through sites Less closely 14 32 53 1=100 187
such as Facebook or Twitter. Fully 59% of PEW RESEARCH CENTER May 5-8, 2011.

* Based on those who say they use social networking sites.

those younger than 30 say they got at least a

little information about bin Laden’s death

through social networking and 24% say they got a lot of information this way. By
comparison, 29% of those 50 and older who use social networks got at least a little
information about bin Laden’s death from social networks.
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The Week’'s News

Though most coverage last week focused on the bin Laden killing and its implications,
the public kept a watch on several other stories as well. For example, 41% say they very
closely followed news about deadly tornadoes and floods that hit the South and Midwest.
Two-in-ten (20%) say this was the news they followed most closely. The extreme weather
conditions accounted for 5% of coverage, according to PEJ.

Four-in-ten (40%) say they tracked news about the U.S. economy very closely, while 11%
say this was the news they followed most closely. News about the economy made up 4%
of coverage.

About three-in-ten (29%) say they very closely followed the ongoing debate over the
federal budget and how to reduce the nation’s deficit; 6% say this was their top story.
News about the deliberations in Washington accounted for just 1% of coverage.

About one-in-six (16%) say they very closely followed news about these early stages in
the 2012 presidential election; 2% say this was the news they followed most closely. In a
week that included the first debate among potential Republican candidates, news about
the election made up 3% of coverage.

Another 14% say they very closely followed news about ongoing violence in Syria; 2% say
this was their top story of the week. News about developments in Syria accounted for less
than 1% of coverage.

News Interest

% following each story very closely Which one story did you follow most closely?
bin Laden killed _ 42
Tornadoes and floods _ 20
Federal deficit _ 6
2012 election _ 2
Violence in Syria m 2

PEW RESEARCH CENTER May 5-8, 2011.
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These findings are based on the most recent installment of the weekly News Interest
Index, an ongoing project of the Pew Research Center for the People & the Press. The
index, building on the Center’s longstanding research into public attentiveness to major
news stories, examines news interest as it relates to the news media’s coverage. The
weekly survey is conducted in conjunction with The Project for Excellence in
Journalism’s News Coverage Index, which monitors the news reported by major
newspaper, television, radio and online news outlets on an ongoing basis. In the most
recent week, data relating to news coverage were collected May 2-8, and survey data
measuring public interest in the top news stories of the week were collected May 5-8,
from a nationally representative sample of 1,003 adults.
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About the News Interest Index

The News Interest Index is a weekly survey conducted by the Pew Research Center for the People
& the Press aimed at gauging the public’s interest in and reaction to major news events. This
project has been undertaken in conjunction with the Project for Excellence in Journalism’s News
Coverage Index, an ongoing content analysis of the news. The News Coverage Index catalogues
the news from top news organizations across five major sectors of the media: newspapers,
network television, cable television, radio and the internet. Each week (from Monday through
Sunday) PEJ compiles this data to identify the top stories for the week. (For more information
about the Project for Excellence in Journalism’s News Coverage Index, go to
www.journalism.org.) The News Interest Index survey collects data from Thursday through
Sunday to gauge public interest in the most covered stories of the week.

Results for this survey are based on telephone interviews conducted May 5-8, 2011, among a
national sample of 1,003 adults 18 years of age or older living in the continental United States
(671 respondents were interviewed on a landline telephone, and 332 were interviewed on a cell
phone, including 141 who had no landline telephone). The survey was conducted by interviewers
at Princeton Data Source under the direction of Princeton Survey Research Associates
International. A combination of landline and cell phone random digit dial samples were used;
both samples were provided by Survey Sampling International. Interviews were conducted in
English. Respondents in the landline sample were selected by randomly asking for the youngest
adult male or female who is now at home. Interviews in the cell sample were conducted with the
person who answered the phone, if that person was an adult 18 years of age or older.

The combined landline and cell phone sample are weighted using an iterative technique that
matches gender, age, education, race, Hispanic origin, region, and population density to
parameters from the March 2010 Census Bureau’s Current Population Survey. The sample is also
weighted to match current patterns of telephone status based on extrapolations from the 2010
National Health Interview Survey. The weighting procedure also accounts for the fact that
respondents with both landline and cell phones have a greater probability of being included in the
combined sample and adjusts for household size within the landline sample. Sampling errors and
statistical tests of significance take into account the effect of weighting. The following table shows
the sample sizes and the error attributable to sampling that would be expected at the 95% level of
confidence for different groups in the survey:

Group Sample Size Plus or minus ...
Total sample 1,003 4.0 percentage points
Republicans 272 7.5 percentage points
Democrats 307 7.0 percentage points
Independents 331 6.5 percentage points
18-29 139 10.0 percentage points
30-49 257 7.5 percentage points
50-64 291 7.0 percentage points
65+ 279 7.5 percentage points

Sample sizes and sampling errors for other subgroups are available upon request.
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In addition to sampling error, one should bear in mind that question wording and practical
difficulties in conducting surveys can introduce error or bias into the findings of opinion polls.

© Pew Research Center, 2011
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PEW RESEARCH CENTER NEWS INTEREST INDEX
MAY 5-8, 2011 OMNIBUS
FINAL TOPLINE
N=1003

PEW.1-PEW.2 PREVIOUSLY RELEASED

ASK ALL:

PEW.3 As I read a list of some stories covered by news organizations this past week, please tell me if you
happened to follow each news story very closely, fairly closely, not too closely, or not at all closely.
First, [INSERT ITEM; RANDOMIZE;] [IF NECESSARY "Did you follow [ITEM] very closely, fairly
closely, not too closely or not at all closely?”]

Very Fairly Not too  Not at all (voL.)
closely closely closely closely DK/Ref
a. Discussions in Washington about how to
address the federal budget deficit and
national debt
May 5-8, 2011 29 28 22 20 1
April 21-25, 2011 30 31 18 21 *
April 14-17, 2011 36 27 18 19 1

TRENDS FOR COMPARISON:
April 7-10, 2011: The threat of a
government shutdown because of budget
disagreements in Washington 47 26 15 12 *
March 31-April 3, 2011: Discussions in
Washington about how to address the

federal budget deficit 30 27 21 22 *
March 17-20, 2011 24 25 24 26 1
March 3-6, 2011 26 29 19 26 1
February 17-20, 2011 27 30 17 25 1
December 2-5, 2010 35 25 21 17 2
November 11-14, 2010: Proposals made by

leaders of the federal budget deficit

commission 15 21 21 41 1
January 9-12, 2009: Projections of a record

high federal budget deficit this year 35 30 19 16 *

November, 1990: Congressional and

administration efforts to reach a budget

deficit agreement 34 33 20 11 2
October, 1990: Attempts by Congress and

the administration to find ways to reduce

the budget deficit 34 37 17 12 *
August, 1990 19 30 27 23 1
July, 1990: President Bush’s call for higher

taxes to help reduce the federal deficit 30 34 22 14 *

June, 1990: Special meetings between the

Bush administration and congressional

leaders to find ways to reduce the federal

deficit 18 33 28 20 1
April, 1990: The spending and tax

proposals made by Congressman Dan

Rostenkowski to help reduce the budget

deficit 10 22 26 42 *

b. Reports about the condition of the U.S.

economy
May 5-8, 2011 40 35 15 9 1
April 21-25, 2011 41 33 12 14 *
April 14-17, 2011 44 30 14 12 1
April 7-10, 2011 46 30 14 10 *
March 31-April 3, 2011 42 31 16 11 0
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PEW.3 CONTINUED...

Very Fairly Not too  Not at all (voL.)
closely closely closely closely DK/Ref
March 24-27, 2011 36 32 17 15 *
March 17-20, 2011 38 32 17 13 *
March 10-13, 2011 40 30 16 13 *
March 3-6, 2011 37 31 17 13 1
February 24-27, 2011 49 29 11 10 *
February 17-20, 2011 35 33 14 17 *
February 10-13, 2011 36 34 13 16 *
February 3-6, 2011 35 37 14 14 *
January 20-23, 2011 37 33 14 15 1
January 13-16, 2010 37 29 15 18 1
January 6-9, 2011 39 37 11 12 1
December 16-19, 2010 39 31 14 15 2
December 9-12, 2010 39 30 14 16 1
December 2-5, 2010 52 28 11 9 *
November 18-21, 2010 46 31 11 11 *
November 11-14, 2010 38 30 15 16 1
November 4-7, 2010 44 32 11 13 *
October 28-November 1, 2010 39 34 11 15 1
October 21-24, 2010 41 29 14 14 1
October 14-17, 2010 42 33 12 13 *
October 7-10, 2010 36 33 15 15 1
September 30-October 3, 2010 43 35 10 11 1
September 23-26, 2010 43 34 13 9 1
September 16-19, 2010 37 30 16 16 1
September 2-6, 2010 43 31 13 12 *
August 19-22, 2010 39 31 14 15 1
August 5-8, 2010 39 33 14 13 1
July 29-August 1, 2010 51 33 11 5 *
July 22-25, 2010 46 33 14 6 1
July 15-18, 2010 37 33 14 15 1
July 8-11, 2010 36 33 15 16 *
July 1-5, 2010 48 30 13 8 *
June 24-27, 2010 37 37 15 11 1
June 17-20, 2010 38 34 15 13 *
June 10-13, 2010 39 35 17 9 *
June 3-6, 2010 35 33 16 14 1
May 27-30, 2010 43 29 13 15 *
May 20-23, 2010 40 35 13 11 *
May 13-16, 2010 49 32 11 8 1
May 7-10, 2010 42 34 11 12 *
April 30-May 3, 2010 32 37 17 14 1
April 23-26, 2010 42 31 13 14 *
April 16-19, 2010 40 32 14 14 0
April 9-12, 2010 40 32 15 13 *
April 1-5, 2010 33 34 14 19 *
March 19-22, 2010 41 32 14 13 *
March 12-15, 2010 41 35 12 12 *
March 5-8, 2010 40 34 12 13 *
February 26-March 1, 2010 31 33 17 19 *
February 19-22, 2010 38 34 15 12 *
February 12-15, 2010 35 34 15 16 *
February 5-8, 2010 43 36 13 9 *
January 29-February 1, 2010 45 32 13 10 *
January 22-25, 2010 41 34 14 10 *
January 15-18, 2010 37 38 14 11 *
January 8-11, 2010 39 33 15 12 *
December 18-21, 2009 45 31 14 10 0
December 11-14, 2009 42 31 14 13 *
December 4-7, 2009 41 36 13 9 1
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PEW.3 CONTINUED...

Very Fairly Not too  Not at all (voL.)
closely closely closely closely DK/Ref
November 13-16, 2009 38 33 14 15 *
October 30-November 2, 2009 34 32 17 16 *
October 23-26, 2009 44 30 15 10 1
October 9-12, 2009 41 29 16 13 *
October 2-5, 2009 44 30 15 11 0
September 25-28, 2009 44 37 10 10 *
September 18-21, 2009 44 34 15 7 *
September 11-14, 2009 45 32 14 9 *
September 3-6, 2009 41 31 15 13 *
August 28-31, 2009 45 30 13 12 1
August 21-24, 2009 50 27 13 10 1
August 14-17, 2009 41 37 11 12 *
August 7-10, 2009 42 34 13 10 *
July 31-August 3, 2009 46 34 11 8 *
July 24-27, 2009 45 35 12 8 *
July 17-20, 2009 43 35 11 11 1
July 10-13, 2009 37 38 13 11 *
July 2-5, 2009 38 35 15 12 *
June 19-22, 2009 42 33 15 10 *
June 12-15, 2009 41 35 12 12 *
June 5-8, 2009 41 34 11 14 *
May 29-June 1, 2009 43 37 11 8 *
May 21-24, 2009 44 35 13 9 *
May 15-18, 2009 44 35 12 8 *
May 8-11, 2009 42 34 12 12 *
May 1-4, 2009 47 36 11 5 1
April 17-20, 2009 52 30 10 7 1
April 9-13, 2009 48 29 13 10 0
March 27-30, 2009 48 32 10 10 *
March 20-23, 2009 52 34 8 6 *
March 13-16, 2009 48 33 9 10 *
February 27-March 2, 2009 56 30 8 6 *
February 13-16, 2009 55 29 10 6 *
January 30-February 2, 2009 52 31 12 5 *
January 23-26, 2009 57 30 8 5 0
January 16-19, 2009 43 35 13 9 *
January 2-4, 2009 42 36 15 7 *
December 12-15, 2008 51 33 9 7 *
December 5-8, 2008 42 38 13 7 *
November 21-24, 2008 59 24 9 8 *
November 14-17, 2008 56 29 9 6 *
November 7-10, 2008 54 31 8 7 *
October 31-November 3, 2008 63 27 6 4 *
October 24-27, 2008 52 35 7 5 1
October 17-20, 2008 62 29 6 3 *
October 10-13, 2008 65 25 7 3 *
October 3-6, 2008 69 23 5 3 *
September 26-29, 2008 70 22 5 3 *
September 19-22, 2008 56 27 12 5 *
September 5-8, 2008 44 33 16 7 *
August 29-31, 2008 41 34 13 11 1
August 15-18, 2008 39 36 15 10 *
August 8-11, 2008 39 35 16 10 *
August 1-4, 2008 47 34 11 8 0
July 25-28, 2008 46 32 10 12 *
July 18-21, 2008 45 33 13 9 *
July 11-14, 2008 44 33 12 10 1
June 27-30, 2008 49 31 12 7 1
June 13-16, 2008 42 33 14 11 *
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PEW.3 CONTINUED...

Very Fairly Not too  Not at all (voL.)
closely closely closely closely DK/Ref
May 9-12, 2008 45 31 13 11 *
May 2-5, 2008 43 31 15 10 1
April 18-21, 2008 41 35 13 10 1
April 4-7, 2008 39 37 12 12 *
March 28-31, 2008 42 36 14 8 *
March 20-24, 2008 45 33 13 9 *
February 29-March 3, 2008 38 35 15 11 1
February 15-18, 2008 37 36 11 16 8
February 1-4, 2008 40 37 14 8 1
January 18-21, 2008 42 31 16 11 *
January 11-14, 2008 36 32 15 16 1
November 2-5, 2007 27 37 16 19 1
October 19-22, 2007 25 34 20 21 *
August 10-13, 2007 28 36 18 18 *
Mid-November, 2006 31 40 17 11 1
December, 2005 35 35 18 11 1
Early November, 2005 35 39 17 9 *
Mid-May, 2005 30 39 19 11 1
January, 2005 35 41 17 7 *
Mid-October, 2004 30 43 16 10 1
Early September, 2004 39 34 15 11 1
Mid-January, 2004 37 41 15 7 *
December, 2003 35 38 14 11 2
November, 2003 40 34 15 10 1
October, 2003 32 39 16 12 1
September, 2003 39 30 18 12 1
March, 2003 40 35 16 8 1
February, 2003 42 33 15 10 *
December, 2002 38 34 17 10 1
February, 2002 35 40 15 9 1
January, 2002 30 44 16 9 1
December, 2001 37 40 13 8 2
Mid-November, 2001 41 36 15 7 1
June, 2001 24 41 18 16 1
May, 2001 34 36 15 15 0
April, 2001 36 34 16 13 1
February, 2001 30 39 18 12 1
January, 2001 32 38 17 11 2
June, 1995 26 41 22 11 *
March, 1995 27 45 19 9 *
February, 1995 23 41 22 13 1
December, 1994 28 43 20 9 *
October, 1994 27 40 20 12 1
June, 1994 25 42 23 10 *
May, 1994 33 40 16 10 1
January, 1994 34 39 16 10 1
Early January, 1994 36 44 13 7 *
December, 1993 35 41 15 8 1
October, 1993 33 38 20 9 *
September, 1993 37 40 14 8 1
Early September, 1993 39 39 14 9 *
August, 1993 41 36 14 9 *
May, 1993 37 38 18 6 1
February, 1993 49 36 10 5 *
January, 1993 42 39 12 7 *
September, 1992 43 37 13 6 1
May, 1992 39 39 15 6 1
March, 1992 47 38 11 4 *
February, 1992 47 37 10 6 *
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PEW.3 CONTINUED...

Very Fairly Not too  Not at all (voL.)

closely closely closely closely DK/Ref
January, 1992 44 40 11 5 *
October, 1991 36 38 16 9 1

c. Political violence following uprisings in Syria
May 5-8, 2011 14 27 30 28 1
TRENDS FOR COMPARISON:
April 28-May 1, 2011: Anti-government
protests and violence in some Middle

Eastern countries 18 29 25 27 1
April 21-25, 2011: The currents situation

and events in Libya 21 35 20 22 1
April 14-17, 2011 21 30 25 23 1
April 7-10, 2011 28 35 21 16 *
March 31-April 3, 2011: Military air strikes

in Libya by the U.S. and its allies 37 31 17 14 1
March 24-27, 2011 33 34 17 15 *
March 17-20, 2011: The conflict between

rebels and government forces in Libya 26 28 21 23 1
March 10-13, 2011: Growing violence in

Libya 29 29 21 20

March 3-6, 2011 31 31 18 19

February 24-27, 2011 38 30 15 16 *
February 17-20, 2011: News about the

situation in Egypt 34 32 17 16 1

February 17-20, 2011: Anti-government

protests in other Middle Eastern and North

African nations 20 30 22 28 1
February 10-13, 2011: Anti-government

protests in Egypt and the resignation of

President Hosni Mubarak 39 31 14 15 1
February 3-6, 2011: Anti-government

protests in Egypt and other Middle Eastern

countries 32 35 16 18 *
January 27-30, 2011 17 26 21 35 *
January 20-23, 2011: Political instability in

Tunisia following the collapse of the

government 7 15 25 53 1
January, 2007: The U.S. air strikes on

suspected terrorist sites in Somalia 17 32 27 23 1
May, 1999: NATO air strikes against

Serbian forces 32 38 19 10 1
Late April, 1999 41 39 13 7 *
April, 1999 41 37 16 6 0
March, 1999: NATO air strikes against

Serbian forces in Kosovo 43 32 15 9 1

August, 1998: U.S. military strikes against

sites linked to terrorists in Afghanistan and

Sudan 44 35 13 8 *
July 10-24, 1986: The U.S. air strike

against Libya 58 27 11 3 1

d. Tornadoes and flooding in the South and
Midwest
May 5-8, 2011 41 37 15 7 *
TRENDS FOR COMPARISON:
April 28-May 1, 2011: Deadly storms in the 45 29 14 12 1
South
April 21-25, 2011: Deadly storms in the
South and Midwest 29 33 18 20 *
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PEW.3 CONTINUED...

Very Fairly Not too  Not at all (voL.)
closely closely closely closely DK/Ref
June 13-16, 2008: A tornado that killed
four Boy Scouts at a camp in Iowa 32 35 17 16
May 30-June 2, 2008: Midwest! 30 33 21 15
February 8-11, 2008: South and Midwest 25 42 19 13 1
May 11-14, 2007: Tornadoes and floods in
the Midwest 22 35 23 19 1
March 2-5, 2007: South and Midwest 33 38 18 11 *
May, 1999: Oklahoma and Kansas 38 40 15 6
e. News about possible candidates for the 2012
presidential elections
May 5-8, 2011 16 24 27 32 1
April 21-25, 2011 18 26 23 32 1
April 14-17, 2011 20 23 29 27 1
March 24-27, 2011 13 19 26 41 1
March 10-13, 2011 15 21 26 38 0
February 10-13, 2011 16 19 24 40 *
February 3-6, 2011 15 20 23 42 *
TRENDS FOR COMPARISON:
October 24-27, 2008: 2008 Presidential
Election 44 36 11 8 1
October 17-20, 2008 61 28 7 4 *
October 10-13, 2008 52 31 12 5 *
October 3-6, 2008 57 31 8 4 *
September 26-29, 2008 56 29 10 5 *
September 19-22, 2008 47 33 14 6 *
September 12-15, 2008 40 38 14 7 1
September 5-8, 2008 45 39 12 4 *
August 29-31, 2008 45 32 15 8 *
August 22-25, 2008 31 36 22 11 *
August 15-18, 2008 25 41 19 14 1
August 8-11, 2008 27 38 22 13 *
August 1-4, 2008 30 42 19 9 *
July 25-28, 2008 30 34 21 15 *
July 18-21, 2008 30 35 21 14 *
July 11-14, 2008 28 34 22 15 1
July 3-7, 2008 25 35 23 17 *
June 27-30, 2008 39 33 18 10 *
June 20-23, 2008 28 38 22 12 *
June 13-16, 2008 35 35 20 10 *
June 6-9, 2008 38 35 17 10 *
May 30-June 2, 2008 30 35 21 14 *
May 22-25, 2008 32 37 20 11 *
May 16-19, 2008 33 37 19 10 1
May 9-12, 2008 35 36 18 11 *
May 2-5, 2008 27 35 23 14 1
April 25-28, 2008 34 37 18 11 *
April 18-21, 2008 29 41 19 10 1
April 11-14, 2008 31 37 22 10 *
April 4-7, 2008 33 36 17 14 *
March 28-31, 2008 31 41 18 10 *
March 20-24, 2008 34 37 18 11 *
March 14-17, 2008 40 37 16 7 *
March 7-10, 2008 39 36 15 9 1
February 29-March 3, 2008 43 34 14 9 *
February 22-25, 2008 42 37 13 8 *
! March 2-5, 2007 through May 30-June 2, 2008 asked about “Violent storms and tornadoes” in each region. May, 1999

asked about “Tornadoes in Oklahoma and Kansas.”
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PEW.3 CONTINUED...

Very Fairly Not too  Not at all (voL.)
closely closely closely closely DK/Ref
February 15-18, 2008 44 36 10 10 *
February 8-11, 2008 39 37 15 9 0
February 1-4, 2008 37 35 16 12 *
January 25-28, 2008 36 37 14 12 1
January 18-21, 2008 36 34 18 12 *
January 11-14, 20082 32 31 19 17 1
January 4-7, 2008 33 36 19 11 1
December 14-17, 2007 25 34 22 19 *
December 7-10, 2007 24 35 22 19 *
November 30 - December 3, 2007 23 35 23 19 *
November 23-26, 2007 20 33 26 20 1
November 16-19, 2007 26 33 21 19 1
November 9-12, 2007 21 33 25 21 *
November 2-5, 2007 27 30 21 21 1
October 26-29, 2007 21 34 26 19 *
October 19-22, 2007 23 32 22 23 *
October 12-15, 2007 13 31 26 30 *
October 5-8, 2007 22 30 24 24 *
September 28 - October 1, 2007 21 34 25 20 *
September 21-24, 2007 24 31 22 23 *
September 14-17, 2007 22 31 24 23 *
September 7-10, 2007 18 34 26 22 *
August 30-September 2, 2007 19 35 21 25 *
August 24-27, 2007 22 28 24 26 *
August 17-20, 2007 19 27 24 30 *
August 10-13, 2007 23 32 21 24 *
August 3-6, 2007 19 31 25 25 *
July 27-30, 2007 19 32 22 26 1
July 20-23, 2007 16 26 30 27 1
July 13-16, 2007 17 29 27 27 *
July 6-9, 2007 24 29 24 22 1
June 29-July 2, 2007 20 32 25 23 *
June 22-25, 2007 18 31 21 30 *
June 15-18, 2007 17 32 26 25 *
June 8-11, 2007 19 30 24 26 1
June 1-4, 2007 16 27 32 24 1
May 24-27, 2007 22 33 23 22 *
May 18-21, 2007 18 31 24 27 *
May 11-14, 2007 18 30 23 28 1
May 4-7, 2007 23 34 21 21 1
April 27-30, 2007 14 30 29 26 1
April 20-23, 2007 18 28 27 27 *
April 12-16, 2007 18 28 27 27 *
April 5-9, 2007 25 30 26 19 *
March 30-April 2, 2007 20 29 27 23 1
March 23-26, 2007 20 32 22 26 *
March 16-19, 2007 15 28 29 27 1
March 9-12, 2007 24 30 23 23 *
March 2-5, 2007 19 31 26 23 1
February 23-26, 2007 22 33 24 21 *
February 16-19, 2007 18 32 22 27 1
February 9-12, 2007 24 30 24 21 1
February 2-5, 2007 24 36 22 18 *
January 26-29, 2007 24 33 23 20 *
January 19-22, 20073 24 27 22 26 1

January 11-14, 2008 asked about: "News about the New Hampshire primaries and the presidential campaign.”
January 19-22, 2007 asked about: “"Recent announcements by prominent Democrats about plans to run for president in
2008.”
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PEW.3 CONTINUED...

Very Fairly Not too  Not at all (voL.)
closely closely closely closely DK/Ref

November, 2004 (RVs): 2004 Presidential

Election 52 36 8 4 *
Mid-October, 2004 46 30 12 11 1
August, 2004 32 38 16 14 *
July, 2004 29 37 18 15 1
April, 2004 31 33 19 16 1
Mid-March, 2004 35 34 18 13 *
Late February, 2004 24 40 23 12 1
Early February, 2004* 29 37 20 13 1
Mid-January, 2004 16 30 27 26 1
Early January, 2004 14 32 30 23 1
December, 2003 16 26 27 30 1
November, 2003 11 26 34 28 1
October, 2003 12 27 28 32 1
September, 2003 17 25 30 27 1
Mid-August, 2003 12 27 27 33 1
May, 2003 8 19 31 41 1
January, 2003 14 28 29 28 1
Early November, 2000 (RVs): 2000

Presidential Election 39 44 12 5 *
Mid-October, 2000 (RVs) 40 37 15 8 *
Early October, 2000 (RVs) 42 36 15 6 1
September, 2000 22 42 21 15 *
July, 2000 21 38 20 20 1
June, 2000 23 32 23 21 1
May, 2000 18 33 26 23 *
April, 2000 18 39 22 20 1
March, 2000 26 41 19 13 1
February, 2000 26 36 21 17 *
January, 2000 19 34 28 18 1
December, 1999 16 36 24 23 1
October, 1999 17 32 28 22 1
September, 1999 15 31 33 20 1
July, 1999 15 38 24 22 1
June, 1999 11 25 29 34 1
November, 1996 (RVs): 1996 Presidential

Election 34 45 15 6 *
October, 1996 31 39 18 12 *

f. The killing of Osama bin Laden in a raid by
American forces
May 5-8, 2011 50 30 13 6 1
TREND FOR COMPARISON:
January 10-15, 2007: The execution of

Saddam Hussein 31 33 21 14 1
January 5-8, 2007: The hanging of Saddam

Hussein 23 29 29 19 *
July, 2004: Saddam Hussein’s recent court

appearance in Iraqg 26 32 21 20 1
December, 2003: The capture of Saddam

Hussein 44 37 14 5 *

From May 2003 to Early February 2004 and in March 1992, the story was listed as “The race for the Democratic
nomination.” In January 2003, the story was listed as “Recent announcements by prominent Democrats about plans to
run for president in 2004.” In September 2000, Early September and July 1996, and May 1992, the question asked
about “the presidential election campaign.” In January, March and April 1996, the story was listed as “"News about the
Republican presidential candidates.” In August 1992, the story was listed as “"News about the presidential election.” In
July 1992, the story was listed as “"News about the presidential campaign.” In January 1992, the story was listed as
“News about the Democratic candidates for the presidential nomination.” In 1988, the story was introduced as being from
“this past year” and was listed as “News about the presidential campaign in 1988.”
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ASK ALL:
PEW.4 Which ONE of the stories I just mentioned have you followed most closely, or is there another story
you‘ve been following MORE closely? [DO NOT READ LIST. ACCEPT ONLY ONE RESPONSE.]

May 5-8
2011
42 The killing of Osama bin Laden in a raid by American forces
20 Tornadoes and flooding in the South and Midwest
11 Reports about the condition of the U.S. economy
6 Discussions in Washington about how to address the federal budget deficit and
national debt
2 News about possible candidates for the 2012 presidential elections
2 Political violence following uprisings in Syria
9 Some other story (VOL.)
10 Don’t know/Refused (VOL.)

NO QUESTIONS PEW.5-PEW.7
QUESTIONS PEW.8-PEW.10 PREVIOUSLY RELEASED
ASK ALL:

PEW.11 Do you think news organizations are giving too much coverage, too little coverage or the right
amount of coverage to the killing of Osama bin Laden?

May 5-8
2011
43 Too much coverage
9 Too little coverage
42 Right amount of coverage
6 Don't know/Refused (VOL.)
ASK ALL:

PEW.12 We would like to know which aspects of the news about Osama bin Laden you have found
interesting. First, have you been very interested, somewhat interested, not too interested or not at
all interested in news about [INSERT ITEM; RANDOMIZE]. How about news about [INSERT
NEXT ITEM]. [REPEAT FULL RANGE OF RESPONSE CATEGORIES AS NECESSARY].

Very Somewhat Not too Not at all (VOL.)
interested interested interested interested DK/Ref

a. How the raid on bin Laden’s compound
was planned and carried out
May 5-8, 2011 44 29 13 11 3

b. What bin Laden’s death means for
America’s involvement in Afghanistan
May 5-8, 2011 39 36 12 9 4

NO ITEM C

d. The chance of a terrorist attack on the
U.S. in retaliation for killing bin Laden
May 5-8, 2011 57 28 7 6 2

e. Whether Pakistan knew or should have
known where bin Laden was
May 5-8, 2011 44 29 13 11 2

f. How people in the U.S. and around the
world have reacted to bin Laden’s killing
May 5-8, 2011 35 34 17 12 2
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PEW.12 CONTINUED...
Very Somewhat Not too Not at all  (VOL.)
interested interested interested interested DK/Ref

g. What effect bin Laden’s killing might
have on American politics and elections
May 5-8, 2011 34 32 16 15 2

NO QUESTIONS PEW.13-PEW.14

ASK ALL:

PEW.15 How have you been getting most of your news about the killing of Osama bin Laden? From [READ
AND RANDOMIZE]? [ACCEPT TWO ANSWERS: IF ONLY ONE RESPONSE IS GIVEN, PROBE
ONCE FOR ADDITIONAL: “Anything Else?”]

Tele- News- Maga- (voL.) (voL.)
vision papers Radio zines Internet Other DK/Ref
May 5-8, 2011 74 22 13 1 39 2 1

Figures add to more than 100% because of multiple responses.

TREND FOR COMPARISON:

How do you get most of your news about national and international issues? From [READ AND
RANDOMIZE]? [ACCEPT TWO ANSWERS: IF ONLY ONE RESPONSE IS GIVEN, PROBE ONCE
FOR ADDITIONAL: "Anything Else?”]

Tele- News- Maga- (voL.) (voL.)
vision papers Radio zines Internet Other DK/Ref
Dec 1-5, 2010 66 31 16 3 41 1 1
July 8-11, 2010 68 24 17 3 41 2 1
Dec 9-13, 2009 70 32 17 3 35 1 1
July 22-26, 2009 71 33 21 3 42 1 1
December, 2008 70 35 18 5 40 2 1
September, 2007 74 34 13 2 24 2 1
Late September, 2006 74 37 16 4 21 3 1
August, 2006 72 36 14 4 24 2 1
November, 2005 73 36 16 2 20 2 *
Early Sept, 2005° (Hurr. Katrina) 89 35 17 * 21 3 *
June, 2005 74 44 22 5 24 2 1
December, 2004 74 46 21 4 24 2 3
October, 2003 80 50 18 4 20 2 1
August, 2003 79 46 15 3 18 2 1
Early July, 2003 79 45 16 5 19 1 *
March, 2003 (War in Iraq) 89 24 19 * 11 2 *
February, 2003 83 42 19 4 15 3 *
January, 2003 81 44 22 4 17 2 1
January, 2002 82 42 21 3 14 2 *
Mid-Sept, 2001 (Terror Attacks) 90 11 14 * 5 1 1
Early September, 2001 74 45 18 6 13 1 *
February, 2001 76 40 16 4 10 2 1
October, 1999 80 48 19 5 11 2 *
January, 1999 82 42 18 4 6 2 *
January, 1996 88 61 25 8 -- 2 *
September, 1995 82 63 20 10 -- 1 1
January, 1994 83 51 15 10 -- 5 1
September, 1993 83 60 17 9 -- 3 *
January, 1993 83 52 17 5 -- 1 1
Early January, 1991 (Persian Gulf) 82 40 15 4 -- 1 *

In Early September 2005, the question was worded “news about the impact of Hurricane Katrina.” In March 2003, the

question was worded “news about the war in Iraqg,” and in Mid-September 2001, the question was worded “news about
the terrorist attacks.” In September 1995, question wording did not include “international.” In Early January 1991 the

question asked about “the latest developments in the Persian Gulf.”
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IF '1' TELEVISION AS EITHER 1ST OR 2ND RESPONSE IN PEW.15 ASK:

PEW.16 On television, have you been getting most of your news about the killing of Osama bin Laden
from[READ, RANDOMIZE ITEMS 2 THRU 4 AND 5 THRU 7 SEPARATELY, AND RANDOMIZE
SETS OF ITEMS (LOCAL; NETWORK; CABLE). ACCEPT MULTIPLE ANSWERS BUT DO NOT
PROBE FOR ADDITIONAL]

BASED ON TOTAL:
TV not
Fox News(VOL.) (VOL.) a main
Local ABC CBS NBC CNN MSNBC Channel Other DK/Ref source
May 5-8, 2011 14 10 10 10 21 5 17 2 2 (26)

Figures add to more than 100% because of multiple responses.

TREND FOR COMPARISON:

IF '1' TELEVISION AS EITHER 1ST OR 2ND RESPONSE IN MAIN SOURCE QUESTION, ASK:
On television, do you get most of your news about national and international issues from [READ,
RANDOMIZE ITEMS 2 THRU 4 AND 5 THRU 7 SEPARATELY, AND RANDOMIZE SETS OF
ITEMS (LOCAL; NETWORK; CABLE). ACCEPT MULTIPLE ANSWERS BUT DO NOT PROBE FOR
ADDITIONAL]

BASED ON TOTAL:
TV not
Fox News(VOL.) (VOL.) a main

Local ABC CBS NBC CNN MSNBC Channel Other DK/Ref source

Dec 1-5, 2010 16 10 7 9 16 7 16 3 2 (34)
July 8-11, 2010 17 9 8 8 17 5 19 4 2 (32)
Dec 9-13, 2009 16 12 8 10 19 6 19 3 2 (30)
July 22-26, 2009 18 11 10 13 22 6 19 3 1 (29)
December, 2008 15 12 9 10 23 8 17 4 2 (30)
September, 2007 18 11 8 13 22 7 16 3 2 (26)
August, 2006 13 10 9 12 24 6 20 6 1 (28)
November, 2005 16 14 12 15 24 8 22 5 3 (27)
Early Sept, 2005° 19 14 8 12 31 9 22 3 3 (11)
(Hurricane Katrina)

June, 2005 13 12 9 12 18 5 16 2 4 (26)
December, 2004 15 11 9 14 20 6 19 3 3 (26)
October, 2003 17 12 8 13 20 6 17 -- 4 (20)
August, 2003 17 12 10 15 26 7 18 3 4 (21)
Early July, 2003 17 12 11 14 27 9 22 3 3 (21)
January, 2002 16 11 11 15 28 8 16 4 2 (18)

ASK ALL:
PEW.17 Do you ever use Facebook, Twitter or other social networking sites?
May 5-8
2011

44 Yes

55 No

* Don't know/Refused (VOL.)

In early September 2005, the question was worded: “Have you been getting most of your news about the disaster from
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ASK IF EVER USE SOCIAL NETWORKING SITES (PEW.17=1):
PEW.18 How much information, if any, have you have been getting about the killing of Osama bin Laden
through Facebook, Twitter or other social networking sites? [READ]

BASED ON BASED ON SOCIAL
TOTAL NETWORKING USERS

May 5-8 May 5-8
2011 2011
7 16 A lot
13 30 A little
24 54 None at all
* 1 Don’t know/Refused (VOL.)
(55) -- Do not user social networking

[1003] [389]



