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2026 PEW RESEARCH CENTER’'S AMERICAN TRENDS PANEL
Wave 200: Politics Survey
FINAL TOPLINE
Sept. 28-0Oct. 4, 2026

N=5,062

Note: This survey was conducted primarily online, with some interviews conducted by live telephone. This
topline shows the programming language for online administration. For details on how questions were
slightly modified for phone administration, visit the questionnaire.

American Trends Panel surveys conducted between October 2016 and June 2024 were conducted fully online
(with tablets and data plans provided to adults without home internet). American Trends Panel surveys
conducted prior to October 2016 were conducted primarily online, with some respondents completing by
mail. For additional details, visit the Methodology.

* "No answer” includes web respondents who do not answer the question as well as telephone respondents
who refuse to answer or who say that they don’t know how to answer. In cases where “not sure” was
offered as an explicit option to web and telephone respondents, the “no answer” category includes only web
skips and telephone refusals.

ADDITIONAL QUESTIONS PREVIOUSLY RELEASED

ASK IF CITIZEN (XCITIZEN=1):
PLAN1 Do you plan to vote in the elections this November, have you already voted, or don’t you plan to
vote?

ASK IF PLAN TO VOTE (PLAN1=1) [N=3,861]:
HOWPLANVOTE How do you plan to cast your vote in the November elections? [ROTATE RESPONSE
OPTIONS 1-3/3-1, HOLDING 4 LAST]

ASK IF HAVE ALREADY VOTED (PLAN1=2) [N=133]:
HOWVOTED Did you cast your vote... [ROTATE RESPONSE OPTIONS 1-4/4-1]

ASK IF PLAN TO VOTE ABSENTEE (HOWPLANVOTE=3) [N=1,073]:
PLANABSENT Do you plan to return your ballot... [ROTATE RESPONSE OPTIONS 1-3/3-1, HOLDING
4 LAST]

BASED ON REGISTERED VOTERS [N=3,917]:

Sep 28-0ct 4, Oct 10-16,
2026 2022
88 Plan to vote 87
In person at a polling place before
23 Election Day 16

37 In person at a polling place on
Election Day
23 By absentee or mail-in ballot 24
In person to an election
official or poll worker
10 To a designated dropbox 8
10 By mail 13
1 Not sure [anchor] 1
5 Not sure [anchor] 5

42

3 Already voted 4
In person at a polling place or
1 early voting location *
% By absentee or mail-in ballot *
returned in person
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PLAN1/HOWPLANVOTE/HOWVOTED/PLANABSENT CONTINUED ...

By absentee or mail-in ballot

1 dropped off at a designated 1
dropbox
1 By mailing in your ballot 3
9 Don’t plan to vote 9
1 No answer* 1

TREND FOR COMPARISON:
Sep 30-Oct 6, Sep 30-Oct5 Oct 25-Nov 8
2024 2020 2016
Plan to vote 93 90 75
In person at a polling place
BEFORE Election Day 23 20 --
In person at a polling place ON 38 33
Election Day --
By absentee or mail-in ballot 26 32 --
In person to an election official 2
or poll worker --
To a designated dropbox 9 11 --
By mail 13 15 --
Not sure [anchor] 2 2 --
Not sure [anchor] 6 4 --

Already voted 3 7 21
In person at a polling place or
early voting location 1 1 --
By absentee or mail-in ballot
returned in person --
By absentee or mail-in ballot
dropped off at a designated * 1
dropbox --
By mailing in your ballot 2 4 --
Don’t plan to vote 3
No answer* 1

* N
* b

ADDITIONAL TREND FOR COMPARISON:

Do you plan to cast your vote in [the general election] [IF RSTATE=22 LOUISIANA: the
November election]...

BASED ON REGISTERED VOTERS WHO PLAN TO VOTE:

Oct 25-Nov 8 Sep 27-0Oct 10

2016 2016
Before Election Day 24 32
On Election Day 71 55
Not sure 5 13
No answer* * 0

ADDITIONAL QUESTIONS PREVIOUSLY RELEASED
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ASK FORM 1 [N=2,527]:

LEADERCHAR

MIL

GVEXP

WLTH

NONCOL

Has served in the military
Sep 28-Oct 4, 2026
Jun 27-Jul 4, 2022
Sep 13-19, 2021

Has no previous government experience
Sep 28-Oct 4, 2026
Jun 27-Jul 4, 2022

Is very wealthy
Sep 28-0Oct 4, 2026

Does not have a college degree
Sep 28-0ct 4, 2026

ADDITIONAL ITEM PREVIOUSLY RELEASED

ADDITIONAL QUESTIONS HELD FOR FUTURE RELEASE

Please indicate how much you like or dislike each of the following characteristics of political
leaders. [RANDOMIZE ITEMS; ROTATE RESPONSE OPTIONS 1-5/5-1]

Neither
Dislike Dislike like nor Like Like No
a lot a little dislike a little a lot answer¥*
3 5 46 26 20 1
3 3 43 25 24 2
3 3 41 24 28 1
21 23 41 10 5 1
17 19 43 11 8 2
26 20 47 4 2 1
17 18 55 5 3 1
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[RANDOMIZE ORDER OF VTADMIN_COM AND VTADMIN_US ON SAME SCREEN]

ASK FORM 2 [N=2,535]:
VTADMIN_COM Do you think the elections this November in your community will be run and
administered...

Very Somewhat Not too Not at No

well well well all well answer¥*
Sep 28-0Oct 4, 2026 39 44 11 5 1
Sep 30-Oct 6, 2024 43 44 8 4 1
Oct 10-16, 2022 40 45 10 4 1
Sep 30-Oct 5, 2020 36 48 11 4 *
Sep 24-0Oct 7, 2018 41 46 9 3 1

[RANDOMIZE ORDER OF VTADMIN_COM AND VTADMIN_US ON SAME SCREEN]

ASK FORM 2 [N=2,535]:
VTADMIN_US Do you think the elections this November in the United States will be run and
administered...

Very Somewhat Not too Not at No

well well well all well answer*
Sep 28-0Oct 4, 2026 17 50 25 7 1
Sep 30-Oct 6, 2024 20 50 21 8 1
Oct 10-16, 2022 20 49 23 7 1
Sep 30-Oct 5, 2020 12 46 30 12 1
Sep 24-Oct 7, 2018 20 57 18 4 1
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ASK FORM 2 [N=2,535]:

VOTEADMIN_US_OE What particular concerns, if any, do you have about the way elections will be run
and administered in the United States this year?!

Sep 28-0Oct 4,

2026 Actor
13 Trump/Trump administration/Republicans
2 Democrats
1 ICE/military/police/law enforcement
1 States (general or named)
No answer*

Sep 28-0Oct 4,

2026 Action
19 Interference/Cheating/Fraud
7 No concerns/confident in election

administration

Illegitimate voters will vote

Rejecting legitimate votes/voters

Mail ballot fraud/cheating

Voter intimidation

Votes not counted accurately/dishonest

results

Rejecting legitimate results/refusal to

concede

Violence/Martial law

Money in politics

Hacking/technological threats to vote

counts

Gerrymandering/unfair districts

Excessive delays counting votes/results

Rules not enforced

Misinformation/disinformation

Ballot harvesting

Mail ballots not delivered/processed

Concerns about ‘normal’ politics after

election has been decided

1 Distrust political system/party system
generally

N wWwhph

=

= e e

51 No answer*

Total exceeds 100% because of multiple responses

! The first three types of concerns mentioned by a respondent were coded as well as the first perceived actor.
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[RANDOMIZE ORDER OF VTCOUNT_INP AND VTCOUNT_ABS]

ASK FORM 1 [N=2,527]:
VTCOUNT_INP How confident are you that votes cast in person at polling places across the United States
will be counted as voters intend in the elections this November?

Very Somewhat Nottoo Not at all No

confident confident confident confident answer*
Sep 28-0ct 4, 2026 31 45 16 7 2
Sep 30-Oct 6, 2024 36 46 13 5 1
Oct 10-16, 2022 34 45 15 5 1
Sep 30-0Oct 5, 2020 42 44 10 4 1

[RANDOMIZE ORDER OF VTCOUNT_INP AND VTCOUNT_ABS]

ASK FORM 1 [N=2,527]:
VTCOUNT_ABS How confident are you that votes cast by absentee or mail-in ballot across the United
States will be counted as voters intend in the elections this November?

Very Somewhat Nottoo Not at all No

confident confident confident confident answer*
Sep 28-0Oct 4, 2026 16 35 31 17 2
Sep 30-Oct 6, 2024 22 38 27 12 1
Oct 10-16, 2022 21 38 24 16 1
Sep 30-Oct 5, 2020 17 38 28 16 1

www.pewresearch.org
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[ASK FORM 1 (XFORM=1), REPLEAD FIRST AND DEMLEAD SECOND ON SEPARATE SCREENS; ASK
FORM 2 (XFORM=2), DEMLEAD FIRST AND REPLEAD SECOND ON SEPARATE SCREENS]

ASK ALL:
REPLEAD Now thinking specifically about Republican political leaders...

How much do you like or dislike Republican political leaders who... [RANDOMIZE ITEMS
IN SAME ORDER AS DEMLEAD; ROTATE RESPONSE OPTIONS 1-5/5-1]

BASED ON FORM 1 ONLY [N=2,527]:

Dislike Dislike Neither like Like Like No
a lot a little nor dislike a little a lot answer*
EVIL Call Democratic political leaders evil
Sep 28-0ct 4, 2026 45 17 27 6 4 1
Jun 27-Jul 4, 2022 45 15 26 7 5 1
COOP Refuse to ever work with Democrats
Sep 28-0Oct 4, 2026 51 20 23 4 3 1
Jun 27-Jul 4, 2022 51 16 23 5 4 1
DMGD Think Democrats have good ideas on some
important issues
Sep 28-0Oct 4, 2026 6 6 34 31 22 1
Jun 27-Jul 4, 2022 7 7 31 32 22 1

[ASK FORM 1 (XFORM=1), REPLEAD FIRST AND DEMLEAD SECOND ON SEPARATE SCREENS; ASK
FORM 2 (XFORM=2), DEMLEAD FIRST AND REPLEAD SECOND ON SEPARATE SCREENS]

ASK ALL:
DEMLEAD Now thinking specifically about Democratic political leaders...

How much do you like or dislike Democratic political leaders who... [RANDOMIZE ITEMS
IN SAME ORDER AS REPLEAD; ROTATE RESPONSE OPTIONS 1-5/5-1]

BASED ON FORM 2 ONLY [N=2,535]:

Dislike Dislike Neither like Like Like No
alot a little nor dislike a little a lot answer*
EVIL Call Republican political leaders evil
Sep 28-0Oct 4, 2026 36 17 32 8 6 1
Jun 27-Jul 4, 2022 43 17 26 7 5 2
COOP Refuse to ever work with Republicans
Sep 28-0Oct 4, 2026 42 20 28 6 3 1
Jun 27-3ul 4, 2022 49 20 23 3 2 1
RPGD Think Republicans have good ideas on
some important issues
Sep 28-0Oct 4, 2026 9 8 39 27 17 1
Jun 27-3ul 4, 2022 6 6 31 34 21 2

www.pewresearch.org
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SCREEN; RANDOMIZE ORDER OF RESPONSE OPTIONS]

Sep 28-0Oct 4, 2026
Oct 10-16, 2022
Sep 24-Oct 7, 2018

Sep 28-0Oct 4, 2026
Oct 10-16, 2022
Sep 24-Oct 7, 2018

Sep 28-0Oct 4, 2026
Oct 10-16, 2022
Sep 24-Oct 7, 2018

Sep 28-0Oct 4, 2026
Oct 10-16, 2022
Sep 24-Oct 7, 2018

All in all, is voting in elections... [RANDOMIZE ORDER OF ITEMS A-D ON SAME

Important Not important No answer*

88 11 1

89 10 1

91 8 1
Convenient Not convenient No answer*

76 22 1

73 25 2

73 27 *
Exciting Boring No answer*

56 41 3

57 40 3

62 36 2
Straightforward Confusing No answer*

69 29 2

70 29 2

70 30 1
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ASK ALL:
ELECT_IMPTNOV Thinking about the congressional elections this November, how important, if at all,
is each of the following? [RANDOMIZE ITEMS]
Very Somewhat Not too Not at all No
important important important important answer*
ASK ALL
CITZN If noncitizens try to cast

ballots in the election, they

will be stopped
Sep 28-0Oct 4, 2026 65 20 9 4 1
Sep 30-Oct 6, 2024 69 18 8 4 1

ASK FORM 1 [N=2,527]:
QUICKWINM  Americans know which party
won control of the House of
Representatives within a day
or two of Election Day
Sep 28-0Oct 4, 2026 56 30 11 3 1

TREND FOR COMPARISON:
Americans know who won
the election within a day or
two of Election Day

Sep 30-Oct 6, 2024 60 28 8 2 1
Sep 30-Oct 5, 2020 49 31 15 4 1
PRVSUP People who are legally

qualified and want to vote

are able to cast a ballot
Sep 28-0Oct 4, 2026 82 12
Sep 30-Oct 6, 2024 84 11
Sep 30-Oct 5, 2020 86 10

N WPR
=
=

SECUR Election workers will handle
ballots securely
Sep 28-0ct 4, 2026 85 9 3 2 1

MAIL2 Mail ballots will be delivered
to voters with enough time to
return them
Sep 28-0Oct 4, 2026 75 16 5 3 1

ASK FORM 2 [N=2,535]:
CLRWINM After all the votes are
counted, it will be clear which
party won control of the
House of Representatives
Sep 28-Oct 4, 2026 78 15 4 2 1

TREND FOR COMPARISON:
After all the votes are
counted, it will be clear which
candidate won the election
Sep 30-Oct 6, 2024 83 12 2 2 1

ELIGI All legally qualified voters are
able to cast ballots if they
want to
Sep 28-0ct 4, 2026 82 12 4 2 1
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ELECT_CONFNOV CONTINUED...

Very Somewhat Not too Not at all No
confident confident confident confident answer*
INTMD People who try to intimidate
or threaten voters at polling
places will be stopped
Sep 28-0Oct 4, 2026 82 11 4 2 1
Sep 30-Oct 6, 2024 84 10 3 2 *
MAIL3 The postal service will return
voters’ mail ballots to
election offices in time to be
counted
Sep 28-0Oct 4, 2026 81 13 3 2 1
ASK ALL:
ELECT_CONFNOV Still thinking about the congressional elections this November, how confident, if at
all, are you that... [MATCH ORDER OF ITEMS TO ELECT_IMPTNOV]
Very Somewhat Not too Not at all No
confident  confident confident confident answer*
ASK ALL:
CITZN If noncitizens try to cast
ballots in the election, they
will be stopped
Sep 28-0Oct 4, 2026 32 35 21 10 2
Sep 30-Oct 6, 2024 32 32 21 15 1
ASK FORM 1 [N=2,527]:
QUICKWINM  Americans will know which
party won control of the
House of Representatives
within a day or two of
Election Day
Sep 28-0ct 4, 2026 22 44 25 8 2
TREND FOR COMPARISON:
Americans know who won
the election within a day or
two of Election Day
Sep 30-Oct 6, 2024 24 40 27 8 1
Sep 30-Oct 5, 2020 16 35 36 13 1
PRVSUP People who are legally
qualified and want to vote
are able to cast a ballot
Sep 28-0Oct 4, 2026 41 41 12 4 1
Sep 30-Oct 6, 2024 44 43 10 3 1
Sep 30-Oct 5, 2020 36 45 14 4 1
SECUR Election workers will handle
ballots securely
Sep 28-Oct 4, 2026 31 43 16 7 1
MAIL2 Mail ballots will be delivered
to voters with enough time to
return them
Sep 28-0ct 4, 2026 27 46 19 6 1
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ELECT_CONFNOV CONTINUED...

Very Somewhat Not too Not at all No
confident confident confident confident answer*
ASK FORM 2 [N=2,535]:
CLRWINM After all the votes are
counted, it will be clear which
party won control of the
House of Representatives
Sep 28-0Oct 4, 2026 27 45 21 6 1
TREND FOR COMPARISON:
After all the votes are
counted, it will be clear which
candidate won the election
Sep 30-Oct 6, 2024 28 41 21 9 1
ELIGI All legally qualified voters are
able to cast ballots if they
want to
Sep 28-0Oct 4, 2026 37 41 17 5 1
INTMD People who try to intimidate
or threaten voters at polling
places will be stopped
Sep 28-0Oct 4, 2026 25 40 26 8 1
Sep 30-Oct 6, 2024 27 41 23 8 *
MAIL3 The postal service will return
voters’ mail ballots to
election offices in time to be
counted
Sep 28-0ct 4, 2026 24 45 22 8 2
ASK ALL:
VTSYSSEC_US How confident are you that election systems in the United States are secure from
hacking and other technological threats?
Sep 28-0ct 4, Sept 30-Oct 6, Sep 30-Oct 5 Nov 7-16, Sep 24-Oct 7,
2026 2024 2020 2018 2018
11 Very confident 12 8 15 8
39 Somewhat confident 38 42 49 37
34 Not too confident 33 34 24 37
15 Not at all confident 16 16 11 17
1 No answer* * 1 * *
ADDITIONAL QUESTIONS PREVIOUSLY RELEASED
ADDITIONAL QUESTIONS HELD FOR FUTURE RELEASE
ASK ALL:
PARTY In politics today, do you consider yourself a...
ASK IF INDEP/SOMETHING ELSE (PARTY=3,4 OR REFUSED):
PARTYLN As of today do you lean more to...2
Something No Lean Lean
Republican Democrat Independent answer* Rep Dem
27 29 29 2 17 20
2 PARTY and PARTYLN asked in a prior survey.
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