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About this research  
This Pew Research Center report explores Israeli and Palestinian views on whether peaceful 
coexistence between Israel and an independent Palestinian state would be possible. 

Why did we do this?  

Pew Research Center does research to help the public, media and decision-makers understand  
important topics. We wanted to better understand attitudes among Israelis and Palestinians (in 
the West Bank and East Jerusalem) toward a so-called “two-state solution” to the long-running 
conflict between them.  

This is the latest in a series of surveys conducted as part of our long-standing research on Israeli 
public attitudes around domestic issues, as well as regional and international affairs. 

It is the first time in several years that Pew Research Center has polled the Palestinian public in 
the West Bank and East Jerusalem. We have previously surveyed in the Palestinian territories but 
could not conduct fieldwork in the West Bank or Gaza in recent years due to security concerns. We 
are still unable to survey in Gaza.  

Learn more about Pew Research Center and our international surveys.  

How did we do this?  

For this report, we surveyed 1,001 people in Israel and 1,038 people in the West Bank and East 
Jerusalem. Interviews were conducted from March 30 to May 6, 2026, in Hebrew and Arabic. 

We asked random samples of both populations whether they think “a way can be found for Israel 
and an independent Palestinian state to coexist peacefully.” We then asked them to explain their 
answers in their own words, which we recorded verbatim.  

In both places, the survey was administered during the Iran war. Fieldwork began while hostilities 
were ongoing and continued after the declaration of an initial ceasefire on April 7. 

We designed the surveys to capture the views of the adult population in each country. Here are the 
survey questions used for this report, along with responses, the survey methodology and the 
coding methodology.  

https://www.pewresearch.org/about/
https://www.pewresearch.org/international-surveys/
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Many Israelis and Palestinians Say They 
Cannot Coexist Peacefully – and Explain Why 
Israelis and Palestinians reflect on the viability of a two-state 
solution, in their own words 
Almost three years after the start of the Israel-Hamas war, Israelis and Palestinians are pessimistic 
about the prospect of peaceful coexistence between them.  

In a Pew Research Center 
survey conducted this spring, 
we asked Israelis and 
Palestinians in Israel and the 
West Bank and East 
Jerusalem, respectively, 
whether a way can be found 
for Israel and an independent 
Palestinian state to coexist 
peacefully with each other.  

Only about one-in-five 
Israelis (17%) and 
Palestinians (21%) say 
Israel and a Palestinian 
state could exist together 
in peace. Majorities in both 
places – 56% in Israel and 
68% in the West Bank and 
East Jerusalem – don’t think a two-state solution to the Israeli-Palestinian conflict is possible.  

Read more about how views of the two-state solution have changed over time.  

We then asked them to explain, in their own words, why they answered the way they did.  

Among the relatively few Israelis and Palestinians who said peaceful coexistence is possible: 

 Some express a personal interest in peace or say people on both sides want peace. 

A majority of Israelis and Palestinians say peaceful 
coexistence is not possible 
% who say a way __ be found for Israel and an independent Palestinian state 
to coexist peacefully with each other 

Source: Spring 2026 Global Attitudes Survey. 
“Many Israelis and Palestinians Say They Cannot Coexist Peacefully – and Explain Why” 
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 Others see peace between Israel and an independent Palestinian state as the inevitable 
conclusion to their conflict. 

 A few argue that a diplomatic two-state solution is preferable to a single state for both 
peoples. 

 Some say peace is achievable under certain conditions, such as rebuilding trust, making 
concessions or mustering the political will to come to an agreement. 

Among the majorities of Israelis and Palestinians who say peace between Israel and an 
independent Palestinian state is not possible:  

 Some say the conflict between them is intractable because they are fighting over land they 
believe cannot (or should not) be divided, and their religious and cultural differences 
position them as eternal enemies. 

 Many talk about the violence between them, both historical and more recent, expressing 
fear and distrust. 

 Israelis explain that an independent Palestinian state would pose an existential threat to 
Israel and its people, while Palestinians see the Israeli occupation of the West Bank and 
East Jerusalem as the biggest obstacle to peace between them. 

 Smaller shares blame their leaders or say there is no partner for peace because the other 
side does not want peace. 

For more, read “Why do some Israeli and Palestinians think Israel and an independent 
Palestinian state can coexist peacefully?” 

For more on how we analyzed these open-ended responses, read our coding methodology. 

The survey took place in the spring of 2026, during the Iran war. Fieldwork began while hostilities 
were ongoing and continued after the declaration of an initial ceasefire on April 7. 

In Israel, we surveyed 1,001 people from April 5 to May 6. In the West Bank and East Jerusalem, 
we surveyed 1,038 people from March 30 to April 28. We were not able to survey in Gaza in 2026. 
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In addition to asking about coexistence, we asked Israelis and West Bank and East Jerusalem 
Palestinians about their attitudes toward the U.S. providing military aid to Israel and 
humanitarian aid to civilians in Gaza, as well as about their views of the Iran war.  

  

https://www.pewresearch.org/global/2026/06/09/israelis-palestinians-americans-see-war-in-iran-differently/
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Why do some Israelis and Palestinians think Israel and an independent 
Palestinian state can coexist peacefully?    

Small shares of the populations in both Israel (17%) and the West Bank and East Jerusalem (21%) 
say a way can be found for Israel and an independent Palestinian state to coexist peacefully.  

When asked why they think so, some Israelis and Palestinians offer similar reasons: Both see 
peace between two states as the inevitable conclusion to their conflict and acknowledge that a 
diplomatic peace process would bring about clearly-defined borders and independence from each 
other.   

But there are also some differences in their open-ended responses. Palestinians tend to emphasize 
the benefits of peace, such as economic prosperity for both peoples, while Israelis explain that 
peace is possible under certain conditions, like increased trust or political will.   

Among those who say peaceful coexistence is possible, an interest in peace is a common 
sentiment. Some say that they personally want peace or – in the words of one respondent – that 
“both sides want to live in peace.” And others see peace as an imperative, saying, “we must make 
an effort.” 

In addition, some point to interpersonal relationships between the two sides as evidence that they 
can coexist. “Just as Arabs and Jews live in harmony in Jaffa, so it is possible between countries,” 
said one Jewish Israeli woman. And a Palestinian woman expressed similar reasoning, saying, 
“There are friendships between Arabs and Jews, and peace can be achieved.” 

 

“We need to find the path to peace for the sake of our children and their children.”  

Jewish man, 29, Israel 

 
 “We tried coexistence before and it was successful.”  

Man, 27, West Bank/East Jerusalem 
 
“We complement each other in work, trade and security, so that we may live together.”  
Woman, 18, West Bank/East Jerusalem 
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In the West Bank and East Jerusalem, some recalled periods of trust and cooperation in the past. 
“We used to coexist and could accept each other,” said one Palestinian man. “Previously, 
coexistence and peace existed, and peaceful coexistence is possible now, just as it was before,” said 
another.  

Many Palestinians stress the economic benefits peace would bring. Peace is “the way to improve 
the economic situation of the Palestinians,” one Palestinian woman said. Others mention the 
economic interdependence between the two peoples: “We work for them, they need Palestinian 
labor,” said one Palestinian man, adding, “We share the same economy and the same currency that 
Israel uses.” 

Palestinians are more likely than Israelis to explain, in their own words, that peace between two 
states can be achieved because they see it as a desirable outcome. This is the most common theme 
in the open-ended responses from people in the West Bank and East Jerusalem who say a two-
state solution is possible.  

Another theme among those who think peaceful coexistence can happen is the inevitability of 
peace. About equal shares in both Israel and the West Bank and East Jerusalem frame 
coexistence as the only option in their explanations, saying there is “no other choice” or “no 
alternative.”  

This sense of inevitability is rooted in the belief that neither group is going anywhere. “We must 
learn to live together on this land. No one will disappear,” said a Jewish Israeli man, while a 
Jewish Israeli woman explained that in her view, “peace is an existential necessity for both sides.”  

Though they are not necessarily excited at the prospect of peace between Israel and an 
independent Palestinian state, a few people in both places recognize that they have little say in the 
matter. “Sooner or later, a Palestinian state will be established,” said one Jewish Israeli man. And 
in the West Bank and East Jerusalem, some see coexistence between two states as “a reality that is 
imposed on us,” in the words of one Palestinian man. “It is not possible to object,” said a 
Palestinian woman. 
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A few also took a long historical view, offering observations such as “every war eventually ends in 
peace,” and expressing that it’s time to “prevent unnecessary bloodshed.” One Palestinian woman 
noted that eventually, “the ongoing cost of conflict becomes higher than the cost of coexistence.” 
And a Jewish Israeli man commented, “In the end, we must reach the long-awaited peace. How 
many more people will die on both sides before realizing there is no choice and an agreement must 
be reached?”  

 
When explaining their views in their own words, small and roughly equal shares of Palestinians 
and Israelis say a diplomatic solution of two independent states is the most logical or viable 
option. For example, one Arab Israeli woman said there is “a clear political solution: a Palestinian 
state alongside the state of Israel.”  

Some Israelis embrace a two-state solution because they reject any scenario in which both peoples 
share the same state. “I believe that we must separate from the Palestinians,” said one Jewish 
Israeli man. “I don’t care if they have [an independent state] as long as they live apart from us,” 
said another.  

Similarly, some Palestinians expressed a strong preference for separation, saying “there should be 
two countries” so that “we’re on our own and they’re on theirs.” And one Palestinian woman 
emphasized her desire for “non-interference by Israelis in Palestinian affairs.”  

“We have no choice but to coexist and find another solution.”  
Man, 43, West Bank/East Jerusalem 
 

“Neither side is going from here. It is necessary to learn to live together.”  
Jewish man, 57, Israel 

 

“In the end, every conflict in the world ends with a peace agreement, and the only question is how many 
more people will die by then.”  
Jewish woman, 34, Israel  
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Some assert their belief that both peoples have a right to statehood, so there should be “two states 
for two peoples.” One Jewish Israeli man referred to Palestinians as “a people without definition 
and without freedom,” while another asserted that “the Palestinians should be allowed to live in 
their own country.” “There will be a state for them, and a state for Palestine,” said a Palestinian 
woman. 

Others focus on the availability of land. According to one Palestinian man, “The lands of Palestine 
are vast and can accommodate both Jews and Palestinians.” An Israeli Arab woman similarly said, 
“Palestine is a large and fertile land, and we can share it.” “Each nation will receive its own 
territory and we will live in peace,” said a Jewish Israeli woman.  

Some Israelis and Palestinians cite past diplomacy as a valuable model. In Israel, one Jewish man 
said “it’s possible to reach an agreement like the one signed in Oslo.” And an Israeli Arab man 
pointed to “peace according to the Oslo Accords” as a pathway toward future coexistence. Others 
stress the importance of sticking to “internationally agreed borders,” with several Palestinians 
calling for two states “within the 1967 borders.” 

Some in Israel and the West Bank and East Jerusalem used the survey question as an opportunity 
to lay out pre-conditions for peace or “certain conditions that are acceptable” for a two-state 
solution. 

Broadly, they call for “compromises and building trust that does not exist.” They acknowledge that 
both Israelis and Palestinians have a responsibility to act, and they say coexistence is possible “if 
both sides compromise on their extreme positions” and “gaps are bridged.” One Arab Israeli 
woman suggested peace is achievable through “direct communication [and] joint projects.” 

“There are reasonable people on both sides, and a solution can be found to achieve a state for each 

people.”  
Man, 45, West Bank/East Jerusalem  

 
“We must give them a Palestinian state, otherwise there will always be war between us.” 

 Jewish woman, 62, Israel 

 
“International law supports a two-state solution, peaceful coexistence and stability.” 
Woman, 36, West Bank/East Jerusalem 



11 
PEW RESEARCH CENTER 

www.pewresearch.org 

Some stress the importance of changing “the way of thinking and education of both peoples,” 
starting with the next generation. One Arab Israeli woman asserted that “the current situation of 
killing and destruction cannot continue if we educate children on accepting others.” And according 
to a Jewish Israeli man, peace can be attained by “educating the next generation of both peoples to 
coexist in the same region of land.” “If hatred were eradicated, the Jews and Palestinians would 
each have their own independent state,” said a Palestinian man. 

Others say that peace is contingent on “significant concessions … by both sides.” For instance, one 
Jewish Israeli woman said there must be “a solution to the core issue of Jerusalem.”  

Some Palestinians and Arab Israelis say that coexistence will be possible “when Israel withdraws 
from the occupied territories” and after the “evacuation of all settlements in the West Bank and 
Gaza.” For one Palestinian man, “peace is possible if … the number of settlements is reduced,” and 
a Palestinian woman suggested that “it is possible to coexist when the checkpoints are opened and 
the workers return to Israel.”  

 

Some Israelis believe that peace can happen if the people in charge are replaced. One Jewish 
Israeli man commented that Palestinians and Israelis alike “suffer from a bad and undemocratic 
government.” “Extremists on both sides must be restrained,” said another. An Arab Israeli man 
said coexistence is possible, but “only if this extremist government is gone.”  

Some mention specific people or groups. “If we remove [Prime Minister] Netanyahu and the Ben 
Gvir government, we will turn to the Palestinians to make peace,” said a Jewish Israeli man. 

“The values of the younger generation need to be changed. No more hatred and destruction from the 
Palestinians. On the Israeli side too, education for more tolerance and acceptance of others.” 
Jewish woman, 43, Israel 

 
“If we know how to overcome the settlers and the Ben Gvirs and the Smotrichs.  

Dismantle the settlements and lift the siege on miserable Gaza.” 

Jewish woman, 65, Israel 
 
“This can be achieved through international support, provided  

that the Palestinian economy is supported.” 
Woman, 19, West Bank/East Jerusalem 
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Others focus on Palestinian leaders, including one Jewish Israeli woman who sees a path to peace 
“by strengthening moderate elements as an alternative to Hamas.”  

Others say international intervention is a prerequisite. One Arab Israeli woman believes that 
“strong security guarantees” would make peaceful coexistence more likely, and another stated that 
“the intervention of other countries … like the United States of America” would be necessary. One 
Jewish Israeli man advocated for “strong involvement of powerful Arab countries, such as the Gulf 
states,” while an Arab Israeli man predicted that “if UN resolutions are implemented, peace will 
prevail.”  

Some Palestinians and Israelis believe the road to peace begins with ending current fighting. “Stop 
the violence between the two sides and protect civilians,” said an Arab Israeli man. 
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Why do most Israelis and Palestinians think peaceful coexistence is not 
possible? 

Most Israelis and Palestinians say a two-state solution is not a viable option. Over half of the 
people surveyed in Israel (56%) and roughly seven-in-ten in the West Bank and East Jerusalem 
(68%) cannot see a way for Israel and an independent Palestinian state to coexist peacefully. 

When asked to explain their answer, Israelis and Palestinians say coexistence is not possible 
because their differences are too great to overcome. People on both sides agree that they are 
enemies with competing belief systems who are fighting over the same land, and some also 
mention the violence between them, which has culminated in the most recent war. Small shares in 
both places accuse the other side of rejecting peace.  

But there are points of disagreement about why they cannot coexist, in their own words. While 
Israelis explain that an independent Palestinian state would pose a threat to Israel, many 
Palestinians in the West Bank and East Jerusalem say coexistence is not an option while they live 
under Israeli control. 

One of the top reasons that Israelis and Palestinians alike say peaceful coexistence is not possible 
is disagreement over the land.  

Some think there is not enough land to split. For example, one Palestinian woman said that 
“Palestine cannot be divided into two states.” Another said that “there cannot be two peoples when 
there is no room for two peoples.” Israelis express similar sentiments – saying, for example, that 
“Israel does not have enough territory to divide into two states” or that “there is no land to 
establish a Palestinian state.”   
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In both places, there are people who believe they are the only rightful owners of the land. One 
Jewish Israeli woman said, “This is our land alone,” and another stated that “the Holy Land 
belongs only to the Jewish people and was given to them by God.” Similarly, some Palestinians say 
Israel “stole our land” and that “the homeland belongs to the Palestinians.” 

 
Some Palestinians and some Israelis also assert that the other side “want(s) the whole country,” 
and that “they are not willing to compromise.” “In my opinion, the Palestinians want all of our 
land,” said one Jewish Israeli woman. “They received territories but they want the entire land of 
Israel,” said a Jewish Israeli man. On the Palestinian side, one woman said that peaceful 
coexistence “will be very difficult because Israel wants a Greater Israel from the river to the sea.” 
Another commented that “we cannot live together because Israel wants the land for itself.” “They 
have a plan to expel the people from their land and control the entire region,” said a Palestinian 
man. 

On the subject of the land and who controls it, a considerable share of Palestinians and some Arab 
Israelis consider the Israeli occupation of the West Bank a major obstacle to coexistence. 
“Israel is an occupying power,” said one Palestinian man. “It has imposed control over the 
Palestinians,” said another. Israelis “occupy our land, besiege us, and control our natural 
resources,” a Palestinian woman said. 

“It is impossible for there to be more than one state on the same land; 

it will either be Israel or Palestine.”  
Woman, 29, West Bank/East Jerusalem 
 

“This land was promised to the chosen people by the creator of the world,  
and we are not allowed to give away a grain of sand from the Holy Land.” 

Jewish man, 79, Israel 

 
“Because we are the rightful owners of the land … Palestine belongs to us.”  
Woman, 35, West Bank/East Jerusalem 
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Palestinians also describe unemployment and Israeli checkpoints in the West Bank and East 
Jerusalem as significant issues. “They are an occupying force who took our land and separated us 
from each other with checkpoints,” said one Palestinian man. “Checkpoints close the roads, and 
workers are unemployed,” said another, while one Palestinian woman contended that “the 
presence of barriers and the lack of job opportunities” prevent peace from taking hold. 

 
Palestinians and Arab Israelis see Jewish settlements in the West Bank as another obstacle to 
coexistence. "Settlement activity has left no room for the establishment of a Palestinian state,” said 
one Arab Israeli man. A Palestinian woman expressed concern that “the settlements are increasing 
every day.” Weighing the likelihood of an independent Palestinian state, one Israeli Arab woman 
said, “The settlers have destroyed that possibility.”  

In the West Bank and East Jerusalem, some also mention dealing with “harassment” and “crimes 
committed by the [Israeli] army.” Several respondents described Israel targeting Palestinian 
homes as a form of collective punishment, with one Palestinian woman stating that “[they] come 
and want to demolish the houses and take the land.” Another Palestinian woman listed “the 
displacement, the seizure of homes, the demolition of homes and so on,” adding, “How can there 
be peace after all this?”  

For more on Palestinian views of life in the West Bank and East Jerusalem, read “About 9 in 10 
Palestinians in West Bank and East Jerusalem see Israeli checkpoints as a major problem”. 

Some Jewish Israelis, on the other hand, fear that an independent Palestinian state would pose a 
threat to Israel. “The establishment of a Palestinian state would be just a step on the path to the 

“Is there, or will there be in the future, a Palestinian state? I don't think so.  
Settlements in the West Bank have swallowed up all the land.” 

Arab man, 39, Israel 
 

“There can be no peace and tranquility while there are settlements in the West Bank,  

lawlessness, and Israeli ministers supporting settlers' violence.”  
Arab man, 52, Israel 

 

“It is an occupied country, there is no security,  
movement between cities is difficult, and there are checkpoints.” 
Woman, 19, West Bank/East Jerusalem 

https://www.pewresearch.org/short-reads/2026/09/15/about-9-in-10-palestinians-in-the-west-bank-and-east-jerusalem-see-israeli-checkpoints-as-a-major-problem/
https://www.pewresearch.org/short-reads/2026/09/15/about-9-in-10-palestinians-in-the-west-bank-and-east-jerusalem-see-israeli-checkpoints-as-a-major-problem/
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destruction of the state of Israel,” said one Jewish Israeli woman. “Israel will have no security 
alongside a Palestinian state if, God forbid, such a state is established,” said a Jewish Israeli man. 
Another Jewish Israeli man contended that the creation of two independent states would “turn 
Israel’s reality into a never-ending war of survival.” 

Some are concerned about Palestinian armament. “With statehood, they will receive much more 
international support and legal weapons and will be able to attack us even more easily on a regular 
basis,” said a Jewish Israeli man. A Jewish Israeli woman said, “They are constantly shooting at us 
from Gaza, so it really doesn’t make sense to give them a state so they grow even stronger.”  

Others think Israel lacks the territorial depth to defend itself against a Palestinian state. “Israel 
will have to give up Judea and Samaria, which are very important regions of land,” explained one 
Jewish Israeli woman, referring to the West Bank. A Jewish Israeli man similarly dismissed the 
idea of “giving up the territories that protect us today,” saying it would mean “we’ll return to 
frequent attacks.”  

Many Israeli Jews who dismiss a two-state solution believe that a Palestinian state would 
necessarily be an enemy of Israel. “Their leaders want to eliminate Israel,” said a Jewish Israeli 
man. “It is not appropriate for Israel to have another Arab and terrorist state next door,” said 
another. 

 
A shared history of violence is another major reason for skepticism on both sides. People 
surveyed in Israel and in the West Bank and East Jerusalem are about equally likely to mention it 
when explaining, in their own words, why coexistence is not possible.  

“I am not willing to take the risk that the Palestinians, after they receive a state, will attack us after they 
become stronger and arm themselves, and the border will pass not far from my home.” 
Jewish man, 43, Israel 

 
“The establishment of a Palestinian state and recognition by many countries will add political power to it  
to continue the struggle against Israel, especially without the territories, which will be handed over to the 

Palestinian side, and which protect Israel.”  
Jewish woman, 46, Israel 

 

“A Palestinian state will never be established.  
They don't want to live next to us, but in our place.” 

Jewish man, 57, Israel 
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“We have been at war with Israel for 75 years,” said one Palestinian woman. “They occupied us, 
took our land, and are killing us,” said another.  

“The Arabs want to drown us in the sea since the state [of Israel] was established,” said a Jewish 
Israeli woman.  

To many Jewish Israelis, the recent war in Gaza is evidence that peaceful coexistence is not an 
option. “As things stand today, after all the last three years, this is simply not going to happen,” 
said one Jewish Israeli woman. “A couple I know were killed on Oct. 7, and since then I have been 
strongly opposed to the establishment of such a state,” said another. “There is no forgiveness for 
the Oct. 7 massacre,” said a Jewish Israeli man. 

Palestinians in the West Bank and East Jerusalem also mention the war. “After what happened in 
Gaza and the attack on the Jews … hatred increased between us,” explained one Palestinian 
woman. “There will be no peace after they killed and slaughtered us,” said a Palestinian woman. A 
Palestinian man contended that coexistence is out of the question given “the amount of blood 
spilled, the number of victims and the destruction that occurred.”  

 
Some Palestinians specifically call out the violence they face in the occupied West Bank. One 
Palestinian woman explained that she does not believe in peaceful coexistence because of “the 
settlers’ violence and their treatment of Palestinian citizens.” Others similarly referred to “the 
savagery of the settlers,” the “lack of security caused by settler attacks” and “beatings and assaults 
on Palestinians.” 

“Since what happened on Oct. 7, I have lost all faith in the Palestinian people and in the two-state solution 

for both peoples.” 
Jewish man, 36, Israel 
 

“Palestine is a land of war; there will never be peace there.”  
Woman, 64, West Bank/East Jerusalem 

 

“They took our land and killed the people, and that's enough.  
My brother was killed.” 
Woman, 31, West Bank/East Jerusalem 
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Meanwhile, some Jewish Israelis express fear of attacks by Palestinians. “The Arabs in the villages 
around us are only thinking about how to harm and kill us,” said one Jewish Israeli woman. 
Another said, “The Arabs here in [a nearby Palestinian town] would really be happy to kill us, so 
bringing them a state near us is a joke.” 

Many Israelis and Palestinians accuse the other side of violent intentions. “The Jews want war,” 
said one Palestinian woman. “[The Arab] will always be waiting for the right moment with a knife 
behind his back,” said a Jewish Israeli man.  

Some believe the violence will never stop because, in the words of one Palestinian man, “there will 
always be blood between us.”  

Indeed, distrust between Israelis and Palestinians is commonly cited as a reason the two peoples 
cannot coexist. One Arab Israeli woman explained that peace is not possible because of a “lack of 
trust that has accumulated over decades of bloodshed, displacement and wars.” A Jewish Israeli 
woman offered a similar diagnosis: “There can be no peace without trust.”  

Some people in both Israel and the West Bank and East Jerusalem say the other side is not 
trustworthy. “You cannot trust the Jews,” said one Palestinian man. “They have been breaking 
covenants since the time of the Prophet,” added another. Some Israelis express parallel thoughts 
about Palestinians. “There is no point in making peace agreements with them that they will not 
abide by,” said one Jewish Israeli man. Another concluded, “They always lie.” 

Some express personal, individualized fears. “I’m afraid and don’t want to make peace with the 
Arabs after Oct. 7,” said one Jewish Israeli woman, while another confessed that “whenever they’re 
around, I feel scared and stressed.” “There is no safety in living with them,” said a Palestinian 
woman.  

Those who reject the possibility of peaceful coexistence fairly commonly cite a fundamental 
incompatibility between the two peoples.  

Cultural incompatibility is mentioned by a few. Some Jewish Israelis talk about the two groups 
having “completely different worldviews.” Some Palestinians agree, offering statements such as, 
“It’s impossible, since they are a different people from us.”  

Many Israelis and Palestinians point to religious enmity in particular. One Arab Israeli man 
explained that, in his view, “peace is impossible because it is a war of religion and belief.” “In our 
religion, there is no coexistence with Jews,” a Palestinian woman added. Multiple people in the 
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West Bank and East Jerusalem predicted that the conflict will continue “until the Day of 
Judgment.” And a Jewish Israeli woman offered a similar explanation: “We are destined to fight 
with the Ishmaelites until redemption comes.” 

Some people on both sides also view religious ideology as the root of the conflict. “There is no 
ideological agreement between us and them,” said one Palestinian man. Another offered a similar 
assessment, saying, “This is an ideological war; Israel cannot allow Islam to exist.” “The ideology … 
of Muslims obligates them to fight non-Muslims,” said a Jewish man.  

 
Both sides also cite a general sense of hatred, with some Israelis asserting that Palestinians “hate” 
Jews, and some Palestinians talking about Israelis’ “hatred” toward them.  
 
Some claim it’s bred at a young age. “They are taught from infancy to hate Jews,” one Jewish 
Israeli man said of Palestinians. Another said that Palestinians are “educating generations to hate 
and destroy Israel.” This reasoning was also found in the West Bank and East Jerusalem. “They 
don’t like us and are raised in schools to hate us,” said one Palestinian woman. 
 
Some go so far as to reject the other side’s claim of a national identity. “The God of Israel gave this 
holy land to the Jewish people only and not to you, the so-called Palestinian people,” said a Jewish 
Israeli woman. “The land is our land and they do not exist,” said one Palestinian woman. Another 
agreed, declaring that “there is no country called Israel.” 

Others believe the other side will never recognize their legitimacy or right to statehood. One 
Jewish Israeli man said, “The Palestinians think we don’t deserve the right to exist, so why give 
them anything?” And in the words of a Jewish Israeli woman, “They deny our existence.” 
Meanwhile, some Palestinians offer similar assessments, such as, “The Jews are not accepting of 

“No, because of religious differences. They want war, not peace.”  
Woman, 29, West Bank/East Jerusalem 
 

“The hatred is so great that it cannot be overcome,  
perhaps for another 100 generations.”  

Jewish man, 44, Israel 
 
“No one recognizes the existence and values of the other side.”  
Jewish man, 79, Israel 
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the Palestinians.” One Palestinian man said, “They have the idea … that only they deserve to live 
and have a right to life.” 

When explaining in their own words why peace between two states would not be possible, 
Palestinians spoke about the fundamental incompatibility between the two groups more often than 
Israelis did.  

Some Israelis and Palestinians believe peace is not possible because one or both sides don’t want 
it. This topic came up about as often in open-ended responses collected in Israel as it did those 
collected in the West Bank and East Jerusalem.  

Several Jewish Israelis offered opinions along the lines of “the Palestinians do not want peace” and 
“they are not interested in peace with us.” “I don’t think Arabs have the slightest desire to live in 
peace,” argued one Jewish Israeli woman. Another talked about previous attempts at peace 
negotiations: “For 30 years we offered them a peace agreement and they refused, so why should it 
be different now?”  

 
Similarly, some Palestinians say Israel does not want peace. “They, by their very nature, do not 
want peace. We have taken the initiative for peace more than once, but they do not respond,” said 
one Palestinian woman. A Palestinian man agreed, saying, “If they wanted to coexist, they would 
have done so a long time ago.” Another Palestinian man expressed frustration at the dynamic, 
saying “It’s very difficult because Israel doesn’t want it and we don’t have the power to make a 
decision.” 

Several Israeli Arabs contend that their own country is not doing enough to bring about peace. 
“The Jewish people don’t want peace with the Palestinians. They only want wars,” said one Arab 

“All citizens of Israel pray for peace to come. They will give all their wealth for peace. But the Palestinians 
don't want peace.”  

Jewish woman, 65, Israel 
 

“I don't believe in peace, a waste of time and energy.”  

Jewish man, 65, Israel 
 
“The problem with Israel is that it doesn't want peace or coexistence.” 

Man, 42, West Bank/East Jerusalem 



21 
PEW RESEARCH CENTER 

www.pewresearch.org 

Israeli woman. An Arab Israeli man similarly said that “the extremist Jewish population does not 
want peace or coexistence.”  

But other Israeli Arabs blame Palestinians for making peaceful coexistence impossible. “The 
Palestinians aren’t even thinking about peace,” said an Arab Israeli man. 

Some Israelis acknowledge their own disinterest in peace. One Jewish Israeli man said, “Peace 
with the Arabs is not something I believe in,” while another admitted, “I don’t believe in 
coexistence with them.” One Palestinian man shared a similar sentiment: “After everything Israel 
has done, it wants peace? Ridiculous.” 

A small share of individuals in both Israel and the West Bank and East Jerusalem talk about the 
lack of leadership and political will to make peaceful coexistence a reality.  

“With such corrupt and ineffective leaders, no country can enjoy security and peace,” said one 
Arab Israeli woman, without clearly indicating whether she was talking about Israeli leaders, 
Palestinian leaders or both. Some Jewish Israelis spoke about Palestinian leaders, offering 
comments such as, “They don’t have courageous leadership to do something like that” and 
“There’s no leader there who can be talked to.” 

Some called out specific leaders by name. “There are no politicians in Israel like [Yitzhak] Rabin, 
nor on the Palestinian side, like Yasser Arafat,” noted one Arab Israeli woman. Two Palestinian 
men in the West Bank and East Jerusalem referred specifically to Israeli Prime Minister 
Netanyahu, saying coexistence could not happen because of “Netanyahu’s rejection of peace” and 
“the current Israeli government”. “Netanyahu is refusing peace with us,” one of them said. 

 

“Peace is impossible because there are no courageous, non-extremist leaders. I desire that.”  

Arab man, 64, Israel 
 

“The war has rendered a functioning state impossible, and the extremist government has eliminated any 

chance of establishing a Palestinian state.”  
Man, 54, West Bank/East Jerusalem 

 

“The Palestinians do not have the leadership that will take them to this place of peace and a good life.”  
Jewish man, 35, Israel 
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More generally, several Palestinians said peace is not possible owing to the state of Israeli politics. 
“Israel is moving towards extremism,” said one Palestinian man. Yet others believe Israel already 
is extremist: “The current Israeli government is a far-right Israeli government that does not want 
coexistence and wants to displace the Palestinian people by all means,” said another Palestinian 
man. 

A few Arabs in Israel expressed similar ideas about their government. One said that peace “was 
possible a few years ago” but that “today the extreme right controls the state; there will never be 
peace.” Another said that “peace is impossible with this extremist and racist government in place.” 

A handful of Israeli Jews talked about the lack of political will, on both sides, to bring about a 
peaceful solution to the conflict. “The possibility of peace exists in theory, but its practical 
realization requires extraordinary political will for changes that have not yet matured,” said one 
Jewish Israeli woman. “The Palestinian Authority and Hamas both want to destroy … the Jewish 
people, and there is no political entity or group with which a real peace agreement can be 
reached,” said another. 

While lack of leadership and political will is a relatively minor theme in both places, Israelis 
mention this topic slightly more often than Palestinians in their open-ended explanations. 
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Who is undecided, or did not provide an answer? 

In addition to the people who say coexistence is possible and those who say it is not possible, some 
Israelis and Palestinians volunteered that “it depends,” said they don’t know or refused to answer.  

In Israel, a total of 20% of all respondents did not answer the question, including 46% of the 
Israeli Arab respondents. In the West Bank and East Jerusalem, 10% declined to answer. Those 
who declined to answer the question were not asked to explain why. 

However, people who volunteered “it depends” (6% of respondents in Israel and 1% in the West 
Bank and East Jerusalem) received the same follow-up question as those who said “yes” or “no,” 
asking them to explain why they gave that answer. 

Some people on both sides said “it depends” because peace is contingent on the other side. A few 
Israeli Jews explained that Palestinians would need to change their minds about Israel’s right to 
exist. One Jewish Israeli woman said, for example, that peace can be achieved by “educating future 
generations of Palestinians not to hate Israel and … desire to destroy it.”  

Other Jewish Israelis say Palestinians must accept that the two peoples will have to share the land. 
“If they get rid of the fantasy of one big country, it’s possible,” said a Jewish Israeli man. “It 
depends on their desire to live with us in true peace,” said one Jewish Israeli woman. 

In the view of some Israeli Arabs and Palestinians in the West Bank and East Jerusalem, a two-
state solution depends on Israel. According to one Palestinian woman, peaceful coexistence is 
possible “if Israel commits to not violating the rights of the Palestinians.” Others are more explicit 
with their suggestions for what Israel needs to do, offering answers such as, “Withdraw from the 
West Bank, stop the attacks and halt settlement construction.”  

Some Israelis and Palestinians say peace depends on both sides. “If both parties are serious and 
willing to compromise on some issues, this is possible,” said one Arab Israeli woman. “Each side 
must make concessions,” according to an Arab Israeli man.   

Some stress that leaders have a responsibility to resolve the conflict. But others question whether 
either side is truly interested in peace at the moment. “It depends on a mutual desire to reach an 
agreement, and today we are far from that,” said one Jewish Israeli woman.  

And there are those who place their confidence in someone other than Israelis and Palestinians. 
“Maybe America will put pressure on both sides,” said another Jewish Israeli woman. Similarly, 
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some stress the importance of “intermediaries” or “major powers” to provide oversight and 
security guarantees. And still others look to a higher power: “It depends on God’s will,” a third 
Jewish Israeli woman said.  
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How have views of the two-state 
solution changed over time? 

Since 2013, we have been asking Israelis 
whether a way can be found for Israel and an 
independent Palestinian state to coexist 
peacefully. 

In 2025, the share of Israelis who said 
coexistence was possible reached its lowest 
point in our surveys. In 2026, this share has not 
changed significantly. But for the first time in 
our polling, more than half of people surveyed 
in Israel (56%) say coexistence is not possible. 

A fifth of Israelis did not answer – double the 
share that opted out of the question last year. 

Views among Jewish Israelis are largely 
unchanged from last year: 16% say a two-state 
solution is possible, while a majority (64%) say 
it is not possible. Smaller shares say it depends 
or do not answer (7% and 14%, respectively). 

Around half of Arab Israelis (46%) declined to 
answer this year, either saying they don’t know 
or refusing the question outright. Those who 
did provide a substantive answer are divided, 
with roughly equal shares saying peaceful 
coexistence is possible (23%) and not possible 
(26%).  

The share of Arab Israeli who say a way can be 
found for Israel and an independent Palestinian 
state to coexist peacefully, and the share who 
volunteer “It depends,” have declined since we 
last asked the question in 2025.  

Jewish and Arab Israelis have lost 
confidence in the two-state solution 
% who say a way __ be found for Israel and an 
independent Palestinian state to coexist peacefully with 
each other 

 

 

 

Source: Spring 2026 Global Attitudes Survey. 
“Many Israelis and Palestinians Say They Cannot Coexist Peacefully 
– and Explain Why” 
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Views of the U.S. providing military assistance to Israel and 
humanitarian aid to Gaza 
To better understand how Israelis and 
Palestinians in Israel and in the West Bank 
and East Jerusalem, respectively, view the 
United States’ involvement in the conflict 
between them, Pew Research Center asked 
people in both places whether the U.S. is 
providing too much, not enough or about the 
right amount of military assistance to Israel. 
We posed a similarly worded question about 
the amount of humanitarian aid the U.S. is providing to Palestinian civilians in Gaza. 

These questions are part of a larger survey of Israelis and Palestinians conducted this spring.  

U.S. military 
assistance to Israel 

Since World War II, the U.S. 
has sent more foreign 
assistance to Israel than to any 
other country. In fiscal year 
2025 (the most recent fully 
reported year), the U.S. 
disbursed over $3 billion to 
Israel, primarily in military 
assistance.  

Views in Israel 

Roughly half of Israeli adults 
(48%) say the U.S. is providing 
about the right amount of 
military assistance to their 
country. Smaller shares view 
the U.S. as providing too much 
military aid (20%) or not 
enough (23%). 

About half of Israeli adults say the U.S. provides the 
right amount of military aid to Israel 
% who say the U.S. is providing __ (of) military assistance to Israel 

 

Note: Those who did not answer are not shown. 
Source: Spring 2026 Global Attitudes Survey. 
“Many Israelis and Palestinians Say They Cannot Coexist Peacefully – and Explain Why” 
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When did the surveys take place? 
Pew Research Center surveyed in Israel from April 
5 to May 6, 2026, and in the West Bank and East 
Jerusalem from March 30 to April 28, 2026. Our 
field period began while the U.S. and Israel were 
at war with Iran and continued following the 
declaration of an initial ceasefire on April 7.   
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https://www.congress.gov/crs_external_products/RL/PDF/RL33222/RL33222.53.pdf
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https://foreignassistance.gov/cd/israel/0/2025/disbursements
https://foreignassistance.gov/cd/israel/0/2025/disbursements
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Views vary widely between Jews and Arabs in Israel: 

 Among Jewish Israelis, a majority (57%) say the U.S. is providing their country with the 
right amount of military assistance. Far fewer say it’s providing too much (7%).  

 Israeli Jews who support Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu’s governing coalition are 
more likely than those who don’t support it to say the U.S. is not providing enough military 
aid (35% vs. 19%).  

 Nearly four-in-ten of the youngest Israeli Jews (ages 18 to 34) say the U.S. is not providing 
enough military assistance, compared with about a quarter or fewer of older Jews who take 
the same position. 

 Meanwhile, the vast majority of Israeli Arabs (72%) say the U.S. is providing Israel with too 
much assistance – and this is the case across all age groups. 

Jewish Israelis express more favorable views of the U.S. than Arab Israelis do (96% vs. 19%) and 
are more likely to say they have confidence in Trump to do the right thing regarding world affairs 
(79% vs. 13%). Approval of the way Trump has handled the conflict in Gaza is also higher among 
Jewish Israelis (57%) than among Arab Israelis (14%). For more information, refer to our recent 
report on global views of the U.S. 

Views in the West Bank and East Jerusalem 

A majority of Palestinians in the West Bank and East Jerusalem (69%) say the U.S. is providing 
too much military assistance to Israel. Very few Palestinians say the U.S. is providing about the 
right amount of military aid to Israel (3%) or not enough (1%). A quarter or so say they are not 
sure.  

https://www.pewresearch.org/global/2026/06/23/trump-gets-negative-reviews-internationally-as-fewer-say-u-s-is-a-reliable-partner/
https://www.pewresearch.org/global/2026/06/23/trump-gets-negative-reviews-internationally-as-fewer-say-u-s-is-a-reliable-partner/
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U.S. humanitarian aid to Palestinian civilians 

The U.S. also provides humanitarian aid to Palestinians in Gaza through direct bilateral channels 
and the United Nations Relief and Works Agency (UNRWA). They also previously provided aid 
through the now-defunct Gaza Humanitarian Foundation (GHF). In fiscal 2025, about $496 
million in total foreign assistance was disbursed directly to the West Bank and Gaza, a large share 
of which was humanitarian assistance.  

Views in Israel 

Around half of Israeli adults 
(52%) say the U.S. is providing 
too much humanitarian aid to 
Palestinian civilians in Gaza. 
Smaller shares of Israelis say 
the U.S. is providing about the 
right amount of aid (18%) or 
not enough aid (19%).  

Most Israeli Jews say the U.S. 
provides too much aid to Gaza 
(64%). Only 8% of Israeli 
Arabs share this view. Instead, 
a majority of them say the U.S. 
doesn’t provide enough aid to 
Palestinian civilians (67%).  

Among Israeli Jews, those who 
support Netanyahu’s 
governing coalition are more 
likely to say the U.S. is 
providing too much humanitarian assistance in Gaza (76%) than those who do not support 
Netanyahu’s coalition (50%).  

About three-quarters of younger Israeli Jews – those between the ages of 18 and 34 (74%) – say 
the U.S. is providing too much aid, compared with six-in-ten or fewer older Jews who say the 
same. 

 

7-in-10 Palestinians say the U.S. is not providing 
enough humanitarian aid to Gaza 
% who say the U.S. is providing __ (of) humanitarian aid to Palestinian 
civilians in Gaza  

Note: Those who did not answer are not shown. 
Source: Spring 2026 Global Attitudes Survey. 
“Many Israelis and Palestinians Say They Cannot Coexist Peacefully – and Explain Why” 
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https://foreignassistance.gov/cd/west-bank-gaza/
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Views in the West Bank and East Jerusalem 

Seven-in-ten Palestinians in the West Bank and East Jerusalem say the U.S. is not providing 
enough humanitarian aid to civilians in Gaza. An additional 23% say they are not sure. Very few 
say the U.S. provides too much (1%) or the right amount (2%) of humanitarian aid to Gaza. 
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Appendix A: Survey methodology 
About Pew Research Center’s Spring 2026 Global Attitudes Survey 

Results for the survey are based on face-to-face interviews conducted in Israel and the West Bank 
and East Jerusalem under the direction of Gallup. The results are based on national samples, 
unless otherwise noted. Read more about our international survey methodology and country-
specific sample designs. 

For this analysis, we grouped Israeli adults by ethnicity (Jewish or Arab). We then grouped Israeli 
Jews into two categories: those who supported Israel’s governing coalition at the time the survey 
was fielded and those who did not. These categories were coded based on respondents’ self-
identification as Jewish, Arab or something else, as well as their answers to a question asking 
which political party they feel closest to, if any. Jewish Israelis who indicated support for any party 
in the coalition were grouped together. Jewish Israelis who indicated support for a party in the 
opposition, did not indicate support for any political party, or who refused to identify with one 
were categorized as not supporting the government in power. 

For the sake of our analysis, parties in Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu’s governing coalition 
include Guardians of the Sephardim (Shas), Likud, Noam, Otzma Yehudit, the Religious Zionist 
Party and United Torah Judaism (Yahadut Ha’tora). 

 

 

 
 

  

https://www.pewresearch.org/methods/feature/international-methodology/
https://www.pewresearch.org/methods/feature/international-methodology/
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Appendix B: Coding methodology 
This Pew Research Center report on Israeli and Palestinian views of peaceful coexistence between 
Israel and an independent Palestinian state uses data from nationally representative surveys 
conducted in Israel and the West Bank and East Jerusalem. 

We surveyed 1,001 Israeli adults from April 5 to May 6, 2026, and 1,038 Palestinian adults from 
March 30 to April 28, 2026. Surveys were conducted face-to-face in both places under the 
direction of Gallup. All responses are weighted to be representative of the adult population in each 
country. Read more about our international survey methodology. 

Respondents in Israel and the West Bank and East Jerusalem were asked the following question: 
“Do you think a way can be found for Israel and an independent Palestinian state to coexist 
peacefully with each other, or not?” Those who provided a substantive response (“Yes,” “No” or 
volunteered “It depends”) were then asked, “In your own words, can you tell us why you feel that 
way?”  

Responses were transcribed by 
interviewers in the language in 
which the interviews were 
conducted. More than 1,500 
substantive responses were 
collected in Arabic and 
Hebrew. They were translated 
by cApStAn, a professional 
translation firm. 

In the sections that follow, we 
detail how we coded these 
responses to use for analysis, as well as properties of the responses. 

Some survey respondents did not answer the initial question about peaceful coexistence and, thus, 
were not asked to explain their answers. In addition, some respondents who were asked to explain 
their answers chose not to do so. This means the open-ended responses come from a subset of 
respondents. 

Recognizing that the subset of respondents who explained their views in their own words may not 
be representative of the overall public in Israel or in the West Bank and East Jerusalem, we have 

Number of respondents and responses per language 

 Language 
Number of 

respondents 

Number of 
substantive 
responses 

Israel Arabic 399 205 
Israel Hebrew 602 508 
West Bank and East Jerusalem Arabic 1,038 872 

Note: The number of respondents per language sum to the total unweighted sample in each 
place. The number of substantive responses is the total per language not marked as 
nonresponses by interviewers. 
Source: Spring 2026 Global Attitudes Survey.  
“Many Israelis and Palestinians Say They Cannot Coexist Peacefully – and Explain Why” 

PEW RESEARCH CENTER 

https://www.pewresearch.org/methods/feature/international-methodology/
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presented the open-ended responses not as numerical point estimates but rather as direct quotes 
to illustrate each thematic issue. 

Codebook development  

To develop a codebook that captures the main things people in Israel and the West Bank and East 
Jerusalem talked about in relation to the prospect of peaceful coexistence between Israel and an 
independent Palestinian state, three Center researchers read through the responses in English, 
after they had been professionally translated from Arabic and Hebrew.  

They then identified the key themes that commonly appeared in the responses using open coding. 
After developing an initial codebook, the researchers tested it on a random sample of 149 
responses to evaluate the codebook’s conceptual validity, then reviewed disagreements and refined 
the codebook before coding the remaining responses. 

Coding responses 

The total of 1,585 responses were divided between the three researchers who developed the 
original codebook so that each response was coded by two researchers. Coding discrepancies were 
then reviewed and reconciled. Each researcher coded over 1,000 responses. 

Below is a summary of the codebook. Codes are divided by the substantive response from which 
they were filtered. Keywords listed with each code represent examples indicating how a unit of 
information could be coded and are not a complete list of all concepts per code. 

Researchers were not limited to a single code per response but instead chose to assign each 
response to as many codes as applicable. 

Yes, can coexist 

Interest in peace – I/the people want peace, benefits of peace, mutual interests, interpersonal 
relationships, past coexistence as proof it can work 

Inevitability of peace – Neither group is going anywhere therefore we must learn to coexist, 
minimize harm, all wars end in peace, pressure from the international community to resolve the 
conflict, there is no other option 

Diplomatic solution – Reckoning with the diplomatic process, affirming the Palestinian claim to 
statehood, past experiences with diplomacy, borders, rejection of the one-state solution 
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Conditional – Include the word “if”/use explicitly conditional language, if there is political will, if 
both sides compromise, contingent on specific proposals, international intervention, re-education 
of younger generations, change in leadership 

No, cannot coexist 

Land – The land cannot/should not be divided, rightful ownership, the other side is trying to seize 
all the land 

Occupation of the West Bank – Material conditions related to the occupation, house demolitions, 
checkpoints, settlers, Israeli policies that target Palestinians 

Threat to Israel – A Palestinian state poses a threat to Israel, surrounded by enemies 

Violence – History of violence and war between the two peoples, October 7th, the war in Gaza, 
explicit mentions of violence and violent intent 

Distrust – There is no trust, I don’t trust the other side, fear, the other side are traitors, liars 

Fundamental incompatibility – Religious, cultural and ideological differences that cannot be 
reconciled, rejection of the other side’s national identity, rights or claims to statehood, hatred 

No interest in peace – I/the people don’t want peace, the other side does not want peace 

Lack of leadership and political will – Mentions of leaders by name, government, no political 
support for peace 
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Characteristics of the responses 

Item nonresponse – the 
rate at which respondents say 
they “don’t know” or refuse to 
answer the question – varies 
across the two places 
surveyed.  

In Israel, 20% of respondents 
did not provide an answer to 
the original question about 
coexistence, including 14% of 
respondents who identified 
themselves as Jewish and 46% 
of respondents who self-
identified as Arab. Another 2% 
gave a substantive answer to the question about coexistence but declined the open-ended follow-
up.  

In the West Bank and East Jerusalem, 10% of respondents said they “don’t know” or refused to 
answer the question about coexistence. And an additional 6% gave a substantive answer to the 
coexistence question but did not provide an open-ended response.  

Selection of quotes  

Open-ended responses included in the report were professionally translated and have been edited 
for clarity. They have been purposefully – not randomly – selected to illustrate key points and may 
not be representative of all responses for a given public. Quotes may also have been shortened in 
the report for concision. We view quotations as the opinions of the survey participants and do not 
attempt to check them for factual accuracy.  

  

Item nonresponse in Israel and the West Bank and 
East Jerusalem 
% who offered no response when asked if a way can be found for Israel and 
an independent Palestinian state to coexist peacefully, and why they feel that 
way 

 
Don’t know/ Refused 

original question 
Don’t know / Refused 

open-end 
Israel   20%   2% 
West Bank and East Jerusalem 10 6 

Note: The open-ended question “In your own words, tell us why you feel that way” was 
filtered off substantive answers to the original coexistence question. Those who declined to 
answer the original were not asked the open-ended follow-up.  
Source: Spring 2026 Global Attitudes Survey.  
“Many Israelis and Palestinians Say They Cannot Coexist Peacefully – and Explain Why” 
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Methodological notes: 
 
 Survey results are based on national samples. For further details on sample designs, refer to 

the survey methodology section and our international survey methods database.  
 

 Percentages may not total 100% due to rounding. The topline “total” columns show 100% 
because they are based on unrounded numbers.  
 

 Combined totals are based on unrounded topline figures. Prior to 2024, combined totals were 
based on rounded topline figures, so they may differ from previous years. 
 

 Not all questions included in the Spring 2026 Global Attitudes Survey are presented in this 
topline. Omitted questions have either been previously released or will be released in future 
reports. 

 

 

 

https://www.pewresearch.org/methods/feature/international-methodology/


Q71. Do you think the U.S. is providing…?

Too much 
military 

assistance to 
Israel

Not enough 
military 

assistance to 
Israel

About the right 
amount of 

military 
assistance to 

Israel
Or are you not 

sure
Refused (DO 
NOT READ) Total

Israel Spring, 2026
West Bank / East Jerusalem Spring, 2026

20 23 48 9 0 100
69 1 3 22 4 100

Q72. When it comes to the situation in Gaza, do you think the U.S. is providing …?

Too much 
humanitarian 

aid to 
Palestinian 

civilians

Not enough 
humanitarian 

aid to 
Palestinian 

civilians

About the right 
amount of 

humanitarian 
aid to 

Palestinian 
civilians

Or are you not 
sure

Refused (DO 
NOT READ) Total

Israel Spring, 2026
West Bank / East Jerusalem Spring, 2026

52 19 18 10 1 100
1 70 2 23 4 100

Q73. Do you think a way can be found for Israel and an independent Palestinian 
state to coexist peacefully with each other, or not?

Yes No

It depends 
(DO NOT 

READ) DK/Refused Total

Israel Spring, 2026
Spring, 2025
Spring, 2024
Spring, 2023
Spring, 2017
Spring, 2014
Spring, 2013

West Bank / East Jerusalem Spring, 2026

17 56 6 20 100
21 50 19 10 100
26 50 20 4 100
35 46 15 4 100
44 37 16 3 100
40 45 12 3 100
50 38 9 2 100
21 68 1 10 100
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