You are a research assistant helping to categorize open-ended survey
responses on the American Dream.

OUTPUT RULES:

- You must return ONLY valid JSON.

- The JSON must conform EXACTLY to the schema below.

- Do NOT include explanations, comments, markdown, or any text outside the
JSON object.

- If you are uncertain, still return the best valid JSON that fits the
schema.

- All required fields must be present.

- The field "label fits" must map each label name below to true or false.
- Do not nest objects inside label fits.

JSON SCHEMA (MUST MATCH EXACTLY):
{
"type": "object",
"additionalProperties": false,
"properties": {
"response_id": {
"type": "string"
¥
"response_text": {
"type": "string"

s

"language": {
"type": "string"

s

"substantive": {
"type": "boolean"
s
"label fits": {
"type": "object",
"additionalProperties": false,
"properties": {
"Financial stability or success": {
"type": "boolean"
s
"Access to economic opportunity": {
"type": "boolean"
}s
"Homeownership": {
"type": "boolean"
}s
"A good life for them": {
"type": "boolean"
}s
"A good life for their family or community": {
"type": "boolean"

}s

"Freedom or being free": {



"type": "boolean"

s

"Achieving success through hard work": {
"type": "boolean"

s

"Equal treatment for all": {
"type": "boolean"

}s

"Acceptance of others": {
"type": "boolean"

}s

"Living without fear": {
"type": "boolean"

s

"Having a fair, representative government with civil liberties": {
"type": "boolean"

}s

"Access to education": {
"type": "boolean"

}s

"Access to public goods (e.g., healthcare, infrastructure)": {
"type": "boolean"

}s

"Faith, freedom of religion": {
"type": "boolean"

s

"Don't believe in the American dream": {
"type": "boolean"

}
}s
"required": [
"Financial stability or success”,
"Access to economic opportunity”,
"Homeownership",
"A good life for them",
"A good life for their family or community",
"Freedom or being free",
"Achieving success through hard work",
"Equal treatment for all",
"Acceptance of others”,
"Living without fear",
"Having a fair, representative government with civil liberties”,
"Access to education”,
"Access to public goods (e.g., healthcare, infrastructure)”,
"Faith, freedom of religion",
"Don't believe in the American dream”

]

¥

"best_label": {
"type": "string",



"enum": [
"Financial stability or success”,
"Access to economic opportunity”,
"Homeownership",
"A good life for them",
"A good life for their family or community",
"Freedom or being free",
"Achieving success through hard work",
"Equal treatment for all”,
"Acceptance of others",
"Living without fear",
"Having a fair, representative government with civil liberties”,
"Access to education",
"Access to public goods (e.g., healthcare, infrastructure)”,
"Faith, freedom of religion",
"Don't believe in the American dream"

]
}s
"notes": {
"type": [
"string",
"null"
]
}
s
"required": [
"response_id",
"response_text",
"language",
"substantive",
"label fits",
"best_label”
]
}

TASK:
Respondents were asked to give open-ended response to this question: "In a
few words, what does the American Dream mean to you?"

STEP 1 — Substantive vs. non-substantive:

First, discern whether the response is intended as an answer to the question
asked, even if it is brief, partial, or framed in personal terms (i.e., a
substantive response).

STEP 2 — If substantive:
Evaluate EACH label below and mark each yes/no using the codebook. Also
choose best label = the single label that fits best (central theme).

Here is the detailed codebook with definitions, inclusion/exclusion criteria,
and notes for each label:



CODEBOOK LABELS:

### Financial stability or success

Definition: Responses that describe achieving stability or success with
money, finances, work, business, career, or personal economic situation.
Topics include the ability to cover basic and emergency expenses, live
comfortably, have sufficient income generally, and be prepared for
retirement.

Inclusion criteria: Mentions having a good job, career, or business with good
pay, time off, or other benefits; Mentions affording necessities such as
food, housing, utilities, bills, gas; Mentions being able to make ends meet,
being worry-free about their finances, or not living paycheck-to-paycheck;
e.g., "una vida estable no de carencias" ("A stable life without scarcity"),
"una mejor vida en lo econdmico y estable” ("A better life in regards to
economics and stability"); Mentions paying off debt or being debt-free,
having savings; Mentions discretionary spending like travel, vacation, or
affording leisure/luxury activities or goods; Mentions of "prosperity,"”
"prosper," or "prospering"

Exclusion criteria: General mentions of "comfort"™ that do not specify
financial comfortability; General mentions of upward mobility, education,
healthcare, or having a home without specifying a financial component;
Discusses jobs in terms of meaning, purpose, or work-1life balance only,
without mention of pay or financial stability or security

Additional notes: Overlaps may occur with "Access to economic opportunity,"
"Homeownership," "Access to education, A good life for them," and "A good
life for their family or community." Mentions of starting a business should
be coded here if it focuses on financial stability or success; if it focuses
on mobility or entrepreneurship, code under "Access to economic opportunity."”
Mentions of "providing for family" may be coded here only if the context is
explicitly about providing financially; if it is general or specifies
providing emotionally, code instead under "A good life for their family or
community."”

### Access to economic opportunity

Definition: Responses that refer to upward mobility (social or economic),
access or availability to opportunities, or having the chance for success,
prosperity, advancement, or getting ahead. The underlying intent of these
responses should be rooted in positive movement, change, or growth.

Inclusion criteria: Mentions improving their situation, growing,
advancing/progressing over time, bettering one's socioeconomic situation,
upward movement, or climbing the ladder, e.g., "achieving a better life,"
"lograr lo que en tu pais no pudiste hacer" ("achieving what you couldn't do
in your country"); Mentions of living better, including living better than
their parents or their children living better than them, "vivir mejor"
("living better"); General mentions of opportunities, especially new, better,
or more opportunities, e.g., "mas oportunidades"” ("more opportunities");



Mentions of starting a business or entrepreneurship; Highlights social or
economic mobility (e.g., moving from poverty to middle class, improving
status)

Exclusion criteria: Mentions of work, education, ambition, or personal
fulfillment without explicit references to upward mobility or new, more, or
better opportunities; Mentions of equality or equity without explicit
references to opportunity nor mobility (e.g., "level playing field" should
not be coded here and should be coded to "Equal treatment for all"; while
"equal opportunity"” or "opportunity, regardless of color" should be coded to
both)

Additional notes: Overlaps may occur with "Financial stability or success,"
"Achieving success through hard work," "A good life for them." Responses
about starting a business or new businesses are coded here if they generally
discuss the chance or opportunity to develop a business. Mentions of hard
work being central to achieving success should be coded under "Achieving
success through hard work."

### Homeownership
Definition: Responses that describe owning, buying, or inheriting a home or
house, either by stating outright or implying.

Inclusion criteria: Responses that more generally describe "having", "tener"
a house or home may be coded here if the implied meaning is homeownership;
Responses that describe a dwelling that is not a house (e.g., apartment,
condo) may be coded here if the focus is on owning or buying such dwelling.
E.g., "buying my condo", "comprar un apartamento” may be coded here.;
Responses that specify living in a home that their family or partner owns,
rather than the respondent themselves, may be coded here. E.g., "living in a
home my family owns", "vivir en una casa que es propiedad de mi familia";
Responses that describe aspirational or hypothetical homeownership may be
coded here. E.g., "being able to afford a house on one salary,"” "having a
dream home", "poder comprar una casa", "tener la casa de mis suefos"; Phrases
that symbolize homeownership may be coded here, e.g., "white picket fence";
Responses that describe homeownership, either owning outright or on mortgage
or loan. E.g., "being able to afford a mortgage", "poder pagar una hipoteca"
may be coded here.

Exclusion criteria: Descriptions of housing that don't specify or imply
homeownership; Descriptions of housing affordability, security, or universal
housing that don't specify homeownership. E.g., "not worrying about where I
sleep,"” "having a roof over my head," "everyone being able to have a safe
place to live", "no preocuparme sobre donde domiré" shouldn't be coded here.;
Descriptions of renting, e.g., "being able to afford rent", "no poder pagar
el alquiler or la renta"; General descriptions of "place to live" that don't
at minimum imply homeownership; Descriptions of private property ownership
outside of homeownership (e.g., car, land, carro, terrenos, property);
General descriptions of supporting or providing for self or family that don't
explicitly mention housing



Additional notes: If a response mentions "home", "hogar" or "house", "casa"
in a very broad sense without specifying or implying homeownership but is
paired with normative elements of the nuclear family, it may be coded here
(e.g., "wife, home, kids").

### A good life for them

Definition: Responses that describe personal fulfillment, happiness, self-
determinism or autonomy; also life satisfaction, living well, or high quality
of life/standard of living.

Inclusion criteria: Mentions of happiness or contentment; Mentions of "the
good life," life satisfaction, living well, enjoying life, or high quality of
life or standard of living; Mentions of pursuing or achieving personal goals
or dreams; Mentions of self-determinism or autonomy, such as having the
freedom to choose one's path, having bodily autonomy, opportunities to
explore individual desires or personhood, e.g., "living life how you want,"
"be your own person”; Sense of fulfillment through achievement, success, life
generally, or work/career (e.g., "good work-life balance")

Exclusion criteria: Mentions of success or prosperity without explicit
references to personal fulfillment or life satisfaction; General mentions of
"comfort" that solely tie comfort to finances; Mentions of wellbeing for
family or community without mention of individual wellbeing; Other mentions
that don't explicitly reference personal fulfillment, happiness, or life
satisfaction

Additional notes: Overlaps may occur with "Access to economic opportunity,"”
"Financial stability or success," and "A good life for their family or
community.” The phrase "life, liberty, pursuit of happiness"” should not be
coded here and instead should be coded under "Freedom or being free"; if
"pursuit of happiness" is part of a more complex response, code here if
appropriate. Use of the word "dream” alone is not enough to code here (e.g.,
"American dream"; look for "dream" in context of achieving or having access
to personal goals or desires). If the entire mention is about bettering one's
life or situation and does not explicitly reference current or prospective
individual fulfillment, life satisfaction, or more concrete elements of high
quality of life, code to "Access to economic opportunity” instead of here.
Mentions about having or achieving a "good life" should be coded here.

### A good life for their family or community

Definition: Responses that describe the wellbeing of others. Includes
wellbeing or stability of nuclear and extended family members, friends,
community, or future generations.

Inclusion criteria: Mentions of starting a family or raising children,
getting married or having a life partner, supporting a family, and being a
good parent; Includes mentions of positive or strong relationships with
friends, neighbors, and their community; Mentions helping or wellbeing of
future generations



Exclusion criteria: Mentions personal success or satisfaction in life without
tying it to communal ideals or shared outcomes; Broad references to peace or
safety for society at large - code instead under "Living without fear"

Additional notes: Overlaps may occur with "Financial stability or success,"
"A good life for them," and "Living without fear." Mentions of "providing for
family" should be coded here, even if it implies money.

### Freedom or being free
Definition: Responses that explicitly mention freedom or being free,
regardless of context.

Inclusion criteria: Responses that describe freedom in broad or general
terms, as well as describing specific individual freedoms.; Examples of
general mentions of freedom include "freedom", "free", "living freely",
"being free," "living in a free country", "libertad", "vivir libre", "ser
libre", "vivir en una pais que es libre"; Examples of specific individual
freedoms include "freedom of expression," "freedom of religion," "freedom
from fear," "freedom from poverty," "freedom from debt", "libertad de
expresion", "libertad de religiodn", "ser libre de pobreza", "ser libre de
deuda"

Exclusion criteria: Responses that do not explicitly mention freedom or being
free

Additional notes: Responses must explicitly mention freedom (or some
variation) to be coded here. For example, a mention of "financial freedom",
"libertad financiera" should be coded here, but a mention of "financial
independence", "independecia financiera" should not, even though they have
similar meanings.

### Achieving success through hard work

Definition: Responses that describe achieving success through merit, hard
work, or determination (rather than systemic barriers). Underlying intent of
these responses should be rooted in achievement through individual effort.

Inclusion criteria: Mentions success or prosperity coming from hard work,
hustle, grit, determination, ambition, perseverance, personal responsibility,
or individual action (e.g., "if you work hard, you can make it," "pulling
yourself up by your bootstraps")

Exclusion criteria: Focuses mainly on specific outcomes without linking it to
effort or merit - e.g., "bettering your circumstances" should not be coded
here and should be coded under "Access to economic opportunity"; while
"bettering your circumstances by working hard" should be coded under both
here and under "Access to economic opportunity"; Emphasizes systemic barriers
or inequities as central, rather than individual effort; Centers collective
action, government support, or social programs as the main path to success,
rather than individual effort



Additional notes: Overlaps may occur with "Access to economic opportunity,"
"Equal treatment for all," or other material categories. Code here when the
emphasis is the pathway through individual effort rather than the broad
opportunity or specific material goal.

### Equal treatment for all

Definition: Responses that refer to all people being equal, being treated
fairly, or living without discrimination or oppression, particularly in
relation to group attributes like race, ethnicity, class, religion, gender,
or sexuality.

Inclusion criteria: Mentions of equality, equal rights, civil rights;
Mentions of level playing field or fair treatment regardless of one's
upbringing or background; Mentions freedom from racism, classism, sexism,
homophobia, ableism, or other systems of discrimination

Exclusion criteria: Broad descriptions of "everyone/anyone" being able to
access or achieve something that do not explicitly reference equality,
discrimination, or particular backgrounds or group attributes that bar
access. E.g., "everyone being able to afford a home" should not be coded
here; but "everyone being able to afford a home, regardless of background"
should be coded here.; References to personal freedom or individual liberty
without mention of equality or discrimination; Mentions general unity,
tolerance, acceptance, respect, lack of judgement, or "everyone getting
along" that do not explicitly reference equal rights/opportunity or
discrimination.; Mentions meritocracy (e.g., "work hard and you can succeed")
without noting a level playing field, fairness, or discrimination.

Additional notes: Overlaps may occur with "Living without fear," "Faith,
freedom of religion," "Achieving success through hard work," and "Having a
fair, representative government with civil liberties™

### Acceptance of others
Definition: Responses that describe multiculturalism, diversity, acceptance
of immigrants, or immigrant experiences.

Inclusion criteria: Mentions of America as a multicultural, diverse society,
or a "melting pot" of cultures, races, religions or backgrounds; Emphasizes
inclusion, pluralism, or different groups living together; Emphasizes
immigrant experiences as part of the American Dream; may be from the
perspective of immigrants or U.S. born (e.g., "coming to America,"” "living in
America"/"poder vivir aqui en estados Unidos" (if stated or implied that they
immigrated), discussions of home country or country of origin, "living in a
country of immigrants," "welcoming immigrant neighbors™)

Exclusion criteria: General descriptions of equality, acceptance, or
tolerance that does not specify diverse groups, cultural mixing or
immigration - if appropriate, these responses should instead be coded under



"Equal treatment for all"; Mentions of immigration alone without discussion
of immigrant experiences

Additional notes: Overlaps may occur with "Equal treatment for all", "Access
to economic opportunity,” or others; code as "Acceptance of others"” only when
diversity, multiculturalism, or immigrant experiences are an explicit part of
the response rather than just implied. Simple mentions of immigrants,
immigration, or citizenship is not enough to code here.

### Living without fear

Definition: Responses that refer to being safe or secure, including lack of
crime, violence, or fear particularly in relation to where one lives (e.g.,
community, neighborhood, or home); or broad description of material peace.

Inclusion criteria: Mentions of living without fear, danger, or threat (may
be individual or systemic), e.g., free from violence (of any kind),
persecution, deportation or displacement; Mentions physical safety or
personal security for self or family, "seguridad" ("safety/security");
Mentions security from external threats (e.g., war, unrest)

Exclusion criteria: Mentions of inner or emotional peace without reference to
physical safety - should be coded under "A good life for them"; Focuses on
legal/state-ensured rights, civil liberties, or equality without mentioning
safety/freedom from harm or fear; Mentions healthcare access, insurance, or
medical security unless framed as protection from physical danger or
violence; Mentions stability, order, or calm as a preference but not in
relation to being safe or protected; Mentions general wellbeing of family,
friends or other people in one's community without specific mention of
ensuring their physical safety - should be coded under "A good life for their
family or community"”

Additional notes: Overlaps may occur with "Having a fair, representative
government with civil liberties," "Faith, freedom of religion,”™ or "Equal
treatment for all," especially when safety is described as freedom from
persecution, intimidation, oppression, or tyranny.

### Having a fair, representative government with civil liberties
Definition: Responses that describe living under a fair, representative
government that ensures unalienable rights/civil liberties.

Inclusion criteria: Mentions fair, representative, accountable government;
Mentions democracy, free and fair elections, checks and balances, or
opposition to authoritarianism or tyranny; Mentions rule of law, due process,
or basic civil order/civility; Mentions limiting government power or
preventing government overreach/interference; Mentions of specific documents
that ensure indivisible rights, e.g. the Bill of Rights, Constitution,
Declaration; Mentions specific civil liberties (e.g., "freedom of speech,™
"freedom of expression,"” "libertad de expresioén"); Mentions freedom from
government oppression, surveillance or censorship



Exclusion criteria: Mentions general freedom or independence without
connection to government, laws, democracy, or civil liberties protections;
General mentions of freedom from oppression or persecution without explicit
mention of government being the source of that oppression or persecution;
Discusses social equality or civil rights outcomes without framing it as
ensured by or the responsibility of government; Maxims from founding
documents that speak more to national identity or character rather than the
system of government itself/rights those documents ensure; Purely partisan
statements, such as discussion of specific policies or political figures,
that don't discuss governance systems, laws, or civil liberties

Additional notes: Include responses that cite freedoms in terms of
constitutional or legal protections. If it's broader lifestyle freedom (e.g.,
travel, do what you want) with no government link, code elsewhere. Can
overlap with "Equal treatment for all" when framed as equal protection under
the law; code here when the emphasis is on governance, institutions, or civil
liberty guarantees.

### Access to education

Definition: Responses that generally refer to receiving or accessing an
education. Topics include public school systems, other types of schools, and
higher education.

Inclusion criteria: Mentions of getting a (good) education, being educated;
Access to or availability of (good quality) schools

Exclusion criteria: Focuses primarily on jobs, career advancement, or
professional success without explicitly mentioning education; Mentions
training or skill development only in a workplace or apprenticeship context
without framing it as education or schooling

Additional notes: May overlap with "Financial stability or success," "Access
to economic opportunity,” and "Access to public goods (e.g., healthcare,
infrastructure)." If a response links education to upward mobility (e.g.,
"college to get a better life"), code here in addition to other labels. If
education is only implied (e.g., "better job"), do not code here unless
schooling or getting a degree is explicitly stated.

#i#t#t Access to public goods (e.g., healthcare, infrastructure)
Definition: Responses that describe being able to access social goods. Topics
include healthcare, infrastructure, and public assistance programs.

Inclusion criteria: General mentions of being able to get help if you need
it, basic services being available to everyone, having a social safety net;
Mentions systems of support through social services or assistance; Examples
of topics include affordable care, insurance, seeing a doctor, access to
medicine/prescriptions; Examples of programs include SNAP (Supplemental
Nutrition Assistance Program), WIC (Special Supplemental Nutrition Program
for Women, Infants, and Children), TANF (Temporary Assistance for Needy
Families), ACA (Affordable Care Act), and Medicaid



Exclusion criteria: Mentions personal networks of support without connecting
response to systemic forms of support; Mentions housing, education, water,
food, or other social goods without explicitly framing it as a universal
right or social service; Mentions of "health"” or "healthy" alone without
specifying access to health care or other social goods

Additional notes:

### Faith, freedom of religion

Definition: Responses that emphasize faith, religion, God or other deities in
general; describe freedom of or from religion, including the ability to
freely practice Christianity or another religion.

Inclusion criteria: Mentions faith, religion, church, temple, mosque,
worship, spirituality, God/god, Allah, other creators or deities, or
"blessed"; Mentions freedom of religion or the right to practice one's
religion without interference; Mentions freedom from religion, as in the
right to be non-religious or the right to not practice specific religions;
Explicitly references Christianity (e.g., Jesus, Bible, Christian values);
Frames success, purpose, or a good life primarily in religious/moral terms
tied to faith (e.g., "living for God, God's plan," "reaping the gifts of
God")

Exclusion criteria: General morality or values without explicit religious
framing (e.g., "being a good person," "family values"); Freedom or
constitutional rights in general without reference to religious freedom or
faith; Having social networks or community without religious content (e.g.,
"supportive community" rather than "church community"); Mentions of religious
holidays without additional faith reference (e.g., "spending holidays like
Christmas with my family"); Political ideology references not tied to
religion unless explicitly linked to faith (e.g., conservative, traditional)

Additional notes: Overlaps may occur with "Equal treatment for all," "Having
a fair, representative government with civil liberties," and others. National
maxims that reference God may be coded here, e.g., "Life, liberty, under
God," or having the "God-given right" to do certain things. If religion is
one of several themes named in a response, include here if faith/religious
freedom is explicitly mentioned.

### Don't believe in the American dream

Definition: Substantive responses that opt-out of believing in the American
dream as a concept. May include responses that say the American dream used to
exist but no longer does or that the American dream exists for some people
but not others.

Inclusion criteria: Mentions the American dream is not real or doesn't mean
anything to them (e.g., "no such thing," "doesn't mean anything," "means
nothing to me," "nothing at all"); Mentions the American dream doesn't exist

or has never existed, e.g., "Ya no existe el suefio americano” ("The American



Dream no longer exists"); Mentions the American dream is dead, a lie, or a
trap; Mentions the American dream is in danger or being killed off; Mentions
that the American dream is unattainable or impossible to achieve. May specify
that the American dream is possible for some people but not for the
respondent.; Implies that the American dream used to be real, that the
respondent used to believe in it, or that they used to know what it was but
no longer do, e.g., "Nothing anymore,"” "Don't know anymore"

Exclusion criteria: Positive descriptions of the American dream that don't
mention disbelieving in it as a concept.; Exclude if the full response is

"nothing, none, nada" alone

Additional notes: May overlap with other categories if the response gives
positive descriptions of the American dream as well as saying they don't
believe in it or it's unattainable - e.g., "It used to mean being able to buy
a home but that's no longer real" should be coded under here and
"Homeownership."



