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About this research

This Pew Research Center report describedevels of religious diversity in 201 countries and

territories.We measur e how evenly eisdsthbutedamong seyedgsoups:o pul at i
Christians, Muslims, Hindus, Buddhists, Jews, adherents of all other religions (an umbrella

category) and people with no religious affiliation .

Why did we do this?

This research ispart of the Pew-Templeton Global Religious Futures project, which analyzes
religious change and its impact on societies around the world. It builds on our recently published
workonthewor | ddés rel i glous composition

How did we do this?

The core of this analysis is our Religious Diversity Index (RDI) . It relies on a mathematical

formula that ecologistsuse to measurethe diversity of speciesin a particular area and economists

use tomeasure market concentration . Basedon the size of seven religious groups we calculate the

religious diversity of 201 countries and territories that together are hometo9 9. 98 % of t he wo
population. Refertothi s r eNethodblds for details.

Calculations are basedon our religious composition estimates for 201 countries and territories ,
which were first published in 2025.

www.pewesearchorg
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Religious Diversity Around the World

Singapore is the most religiously diverse country overall, while the
U.S. ranks first among nations with very large populations

Singapore i s the wordl dos . - i
. _ Singapore isthe most religiously diverse country
most religiously diverse

country as of 2020, according
to a new Pew Research Center
study.

Based on Pew Research Centerods Reli
for 201 countries and territories

Buddhists (31%)are

Si n g a fdangeseréligious
group, but its population also
includes substantial sharesof
religiously unaffiliated people
(20%), Christians (19%),
Muslims (16%), Hindus (5%)
and adherents of all other

religions (9%). Rank Religious Diversity Index score

1.singapore [
Suriname ranks second in 2. Suriname
religious diversity and is the 3. Taiwan
only Latin American country 4. South Korea
in the top 10. About half of 5. Mauritius
Surinamed s r e §58uf)e nt s O GuineaBissau
are Christians. The restare 7. Togo
mainly Hindus (22%), 8. Benin
Muslims (13%) and religiously 9- Australia

10. France L 69]

0

unaffiliated people (8%).

[N
(@)

Note: Higher scores on the Religious Diversity Index reflect a more even distribution of th

Most of the other places in the seven religious categories studied: Christians, Muslims, Hindus, Buddhists, Jews, adhere

top 10 are in the Asia-Pacific of other religions and people with no religious affiliation.

. . Source: Pew Research Center calculations usirgligious compositionestimates for 2020,
region (Talwan, South which are based on more than 2,700 censuses and surveys
Korea and Australia )orin OReligious Diversity Around the Worl do

sub-Saharan Africa PEW RESEARCH CENTER

(Mauritius, Guinea -
Bissau, Togo and Benin ).

www.pewesearchorg



4
PEW RESEARCH CENTER

France is the only European country on the top 10 list. It s population is largely Christian (46%)
and religiously unaffiliated (43%) , with a sizable Muslim minority (9%).

In the world® most religiously diverse places, Christians are often the largest groug
% of people in each place who are &

M Christians M Muslims M Religiously unaffiliated I;?élegl.::;

[ Hindus ¥ Buddhists Other religions M Jews Index score

Singapore

Taiwan 7.5

South Korea 7.3
Mauritius 7.3
Guinea-Bissau 7.2
Togo 71

Benin 71
Australia 7.0
France 6.9

Note: Higher scores on the Religious Diversity Index reflect a more even distribution of the seven religious categoriegdtudi

Source: Pew Research Center calculations usirgigious compositionestimates for 2020, which are based on more than 2,700 censuses
and surveys

OReligious Diversity Around the Worl do
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The United States is hot among the 10 most religiously diverse countries in the world (it ranks
32nd overall). But when looking just at the 10 most populous nations, the U.S. ranks first in
religious diversity, followed by Nigeria, Russia, India and Brazil .

This analysis dividest h e w papulatiod sito seven categoriesi Christians, Muslims, Hindus,
Buddhists, Jews, adherents of all other religions and people with no religious affiliation i and
measures how evenly these groups are represented within each country or territory .1

1 People who identify with no religion, also known #ise religiously unaffiliatel o r 0 inctude éhase wthosay they are atheist, agnostic or
onothing in particularoéo in regpontsieon oatmo Pte wr Rleisgiag cdh iCeeamteirt ys,uravse ywe
rel i ginaneo6 oprt idoon in other surveys and national censuses.

www.pewesearchorg
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Why just 7 religious groups?

This analysis relies orfPew Research Centér s p r estimatesiofsthe religious makeup of 201 countries
and territories, published in 2025. These estimatesd i vi de t he wor |l d&6s popul a
Christians, Muslims, Hindus, Buddhists, Jewagherents of all other religions angheople with no religious
affiliation.

Limiting the analysis to seven categories allows us to compare data from around the world, even though
such broad categoriegnay obscure the diversity that existsvithin religious traditions.

We acknowledge that mangountri e scdies wouldbe differentif we subdivided the seven large groups
into smaller ones. For example, Singapore would appear even more diverse if different groups within the
0ot her r el i gsuchmsDaoists datsesgeaiad JFaoists) and followers of Chinese folk religiéns
were counted separately. The United States would have a higher score if we coumteahy Christian
denominationsas separate religiousgroups and Paki st ands wariousleamw eecats d
were counted separately.

One challenge, however, is that there is rgingle, universally accepted way to subdividerge religious
traditions. For example, Christianity could be divided into three main traditions (Catholic, Protestant and
Orthodox) or into dozen® or even hundredsd of smaller groupings. The same is true of othéaiths.

For more details, refer to theviethodology

We ranked atotal of 201 countries and territories using our Religious Diversity Index (RDI) .
Possible scoresrange from 0 (for a country made up entirely of a single religious group) to 10 (for
a country with perfectly even distribution s of all seven groups eachmaking up about 14% of the
population). (Refer to the Methodology for more on how we calculated RDI scores)

With a score of 9.3, Singapore comes closer to an even distribution of religious groups than any
othercount ry. By compari son, Famedtsis.9,drathe @nd st esdc oSrtea tiess 67

score is 5.8.

(Explore our sortable table to see how all 201 countries and territories rank.)

www.pewesearchorg


https://www.pewresearch.org/2026/02/12/sortable-table-religious-diversity-by-country-2010-2020/
https://www.pewresearch.org/religion/2025/06/09/how-the-global-religious-landscape-changed-from-2010-to-2020/
https://www.pewresearch.org/religious-landscape-study/christians/christian/
https://www.pewresearch.org/religious-landscape-study/christians/christian/
https://culturalatlas.sbs.com.au/pakistani-culture/pakistani-culture-religion

No country in our analysis
has a score of 10. But three
countries have scores near0,
making them the least
religiously diverse placesin
the world, according to our
analysis: Yemen,
Afghanistan and Somalia .
In each, Muslims represent
99.8% or more of the
population.

Overall, Muslims make up at
least 99% of the population in
eight of the 10least
religiously diverse countries
and territories . The other two
I Timor -Leste and
Moldova 1 have populations
that are almost entirely
Christian.
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8 of the 10 least religiously diverse places have
populations that are almost entirely Muslim

Based on Pew Research Centerds Rel i

for 201 countries and territories

Rank Religious Diversity Index score Composition (%)
192. Tunisia |o.1e 99.3 Muslim
193. Iraq loa2 99.5 Muslim
194. Moldova |o.11 99.5 Christian
195. Timor-Leste | 0.11 99.5 Christian
196. Western Sahara | 0.10 99.6 Muslim
197. Morocco | 0.08 99.7 Muslim
198. Iran |0.05 99.8 Muslim
199. Somalia |0.04 99.8 Muslim
200. Afghanistan  [0.03 99.9 Muslim
201. Yemen ‘0.03 99.9 Muslim
0 10

Note: Higher scores on the Religious Diversity Index reflect a more even distribution of the
seven religious categories studied: Christians, Muslims, Hindus, Buddhists, Jews, adherel
of other religions and people with no religious affiliation.

Source: Pew Research Center calculations usirgligious compositionestimates for 2020,
which are based on more than 2,700 censuses and surveys

ORel igious Diversity Around the

PEW RESEARCH CENTER
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Diversity in the world’s largest societies

If we focusjustont h e wo rmost @opulods @ountries, each of whichis home to at least 120
million people, then the United States emergesasthe most religiously diverse.

Christians make up an estimated 64% of the U.S. population as of 2020, while religiously
unaffiliated people accountfor about 30%. The remaining 6% are Muslims, Hindus, Buddhists ,
Jewsand peopleint h ethefireligionsd c a t, with eachpof these groupsmaking up about 1%to
2%.2

Nigeria is the secondmost religiously diverse of these big countries. Muslims and Christians, the
largest groups in Nigeria, each make up more than 40% of the population. In fact, Nigeria is
among the nations that are most evenly divided between two religious categories

Related : 5 facts about religion in Nigeria

Pakistan , where Muslims account for 97% of all residents, is the least religiously diverse of the 10
most populous countries.

The RDI scoresoft h e  w most popiileus countries cover alarge range, from 5.8 in the U.S. to
0.8 in Pakistan. Together, these 10 countries account for nearly 60% of theglobal population.

2 These U.S.religious composition estimats, like all estimates in this report, include both adultand children Everyone in the population is

allocated to one of the seven religious categoriestudied. By contrast, Center surveys typically measure only the religious affiliation of adults,
and people who do not answethe question about their affiliation areplacedinad d ondt know/ no answer é category.

for some differences between the U.S. numbers in this report atfibse inour reports on the religious composition of U.S. adults.

www.pewesearchorg
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https://www.pewresearch.org/short-reads/2025/11/11/5-facts-about-religion-in-nigeria/
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Amongthewor | d & s mo sationg theluS.iothe snost religiously diverse

% of people in each place who areé

RDI rank RDI rank Religious B Christians M Muslims M Religiously unaffiliated
among large among Diversity
countries all countries Index score @ Hindus [ Buddhists Other religions M Jews

L neasaes 32 se T T |
7.chins 22 QI N

Note: Higher scores on the Religious Diversity IndgDl)reflect a more even distribution of the seven religious categories studiethe RDI
rank for large countriesis based ononly the 10 most populous placesas of 2020. The RDrank for all countries is based o201 countries
and territories that together make up 99.98% of the worl dos
Source: Pew Research Center calculations usirgigious compositionestimates for 2020, which are based on more than 2,700 censuses
and surveys

ORel iDgiivoeurssi ty Around the Worl do
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These areamong the key findings of a Pew Research Centernalysis of religious diversity around
the world. The study is part of the PewTempleton Global Religious Futures project, which seeks to
understand global religious change and its impact on societies.

The rest of this report covers the following

In almost every country, a single religious group forms a majority

10 countries where the population is most evenly split between two religious groups
Where do countries fall on the diversity spectrum ?

Religious diversity by region

What share of people live in religiously diverse societies?

Change in religious diversity since 2010

> >y > > D

www.pewesearchorg
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In almost every country, a single religious group
forms a majority

While some places around the world have a diverse mix of
religious groups, it is more common for national populations to
primarily consist of a single religious category.

In 194 countries and territories , 50% or more of the population
falls into just one religious category. This includes 43 places
where at least 95% of the population belongs to the same
religious group; these placesare predominantly Muslim (25),
Christian (17) or Buddhist (1).

In addition, many countries have asecondreligious category
that accounts for most of the rest of the population.

Only 49 countries have three or more religious categories that
each make up5% or more of the population. This includes seven
places (Guinea-Bissau, Malaysia, Singapore, Sri Lanka,
Suriname, Taiwan and Togo) with at leastfour religio us
categories that each make up at least 5% of the population?

There are seven countries in whichno group makes up a
majority of the population : the United Kingdom, Mauritius,
South Korea, Australia, France, Ivory Coast and Singapore.

In nearly all countries,
a single religious group
makes up a majority

Number of countries and territories
where the largest religious category
accountsfor __ of the population
as of 2020

Sl 95% or more

£ES 90%-94%

In 194 places,
a single religion
category makes
up a majority.

80%-89%

27 70%-79%

45 50%-69%

7 <50%

In seven places, no group makes
up a majority of the population.

Note: Religious composition is measured
using seven categories: Christians, Muslim:
Hindus, Buddhists, Jewsadherents of other
religions and people with no religious
affiliation.

Source: Pew Research Center estimates
based on more than 2,700 censuses and
surveys

ORel igious
PEW RESEARCH CENTER

Diversit

3 Having three or four religious groups that each make up at least 5% of the population does not necessarily make a country dieerse
than another country that has fewer groups. This is because the Religious Diversity Index (RDI) takes into accousizihef each group
presented. For example, Malaysia, despite having four religious groups with a significant presence, has an RDI score oé€aBise Muslims
form a clear majority of the population (64%). On the other hand, South Korea, with three groups,e&hb&her score of 7.3 because the
population ismore evenly distributedamong the religiously unaffiliated (48%), Christians (32%) and Buddhists (19%). The RDI captues

evenly the groups are distributednot just the number of groups presented.

www.pewesearchorg


https://www.pewresearch.org/short-reads/2025/07/29/the-number-of-christian-majority-countries-fell-between-2010-and-2020/
https://www.pewresearch.org/short-reads/2025/07/29/the-number-of-christian-majority-countries-fell-between-2010-and-2020/

10
PEW RESEARCH CENTER

10 countries where the population is most evenly split between two

religious groups

In 173 countries and territories, at least 90% of the population falls into just two of the seven
religio us categorieswe analyzed sometimes resulting in a fairly even split. We calculated a
nrel i gi ous forfeachiplaceto analyzejusthow evenly these populations are divided.

Eritrea ranks first on this
measure, with a near-even
divide between Muslims (52%)
and Christians (47%), as of
2020.

Nigeria and Bosnia and
Herzegovina i second and
third on the list , respectivelyi
also have large shares of
Christian s and Muslims.

Among the 10 countries with
the most evenly divided
religious composition , six have
a Christian -Muslim split . In the
remaining four, the splitis
between Christians and the
unaffiliat ed (Uruguay and
Estonia ) or between
Buddhists and the unaffiliat ed
(Mongolia and Japan ).

Countries where 90% of the population falls most
evenly into a pair of religious categories

10 countries where the two largest religious groups are most evenly divided ,
based on religious composition in 2020

Christians Muslims
Eritrea 52%
Nigeria 43

Bosnia and Herz.

B

(&)
ol
(2}

Christians Religiously unaffiliated
Uruguey
Estonia 53

Christians Muslims

Religiously unaffiliated Buddhists

Source: Pew Research Center calculations usirgigious compositionestimates for 2020,
which are based on more than 2,700 censuses and surveys
OReligious Diversity Around the Worl do

PEW RESEARCH CENTER
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Where do countries fall on the diversity spectrum?

In addition to ranking countries based ontheir Religious Diversity Index score, we also grouped
countries and world regions into five levels of diversity ranging from very high to very low .

Sorting countries by their overall level of diversity can help shed light on which regions of the
world are most and least religiously diverse, and whether people more commonly live in places

with high or low levels of diversity .

Countries and territories with scores of 7.0 to
10.0 are categorized as having avery high
degree of religious diversity. Places with scores
below 1.0 are categorized ashaving avery low
degree ofreligious diversity.

Of the 201 countries and territories in this
analysis, the largest number are moderately
diverse (89). Many countries also fall into the
low (30) or very low (41) range, while fewer are
at the high (33) or very high (8) end of the
spectrum.

Diversity levels and their corresponding
Religious Diversity Index scores

RDI
Diversity level score range
Very high 7.0-10.0
High 5.56.9
Moderate 2.05.4
Low 1.0-1.9
Very low 0.0-0.9

Note: Higher scores on the Religious Diversity Index (RDI) reflect
more even distribution of the seven religious categories studied:
Christians, Muslims, Hindus, Buddhists, Jews, adherents of other
religions and people with no religious affiliationThe first figure in
each range represents the minimum threshold fahe diversity level
Source: Pew Research Center calculations usirgligious
compositionestimates for 2020, which are based on more than
2,700 censuses and surveys

ORel i gious Diversity
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Countries with high levels of religious diversity are scattered around the world

Placeswith a __ level of religious diversity , based onReligious Diversity Index score s

* Places with populations under 100,000 in both 2010 and 2020, including Greenland, are excluded from analysis.

Note: Based on Religious Diversity IndéRDI)scoresfor 201 countries and territories.HigherRDIscores reflect a more even distribution of
the seven religious categories studiedChristians, Muslims, Hindus, Buddhists, Jews, adherents of other religions and people with no
religious affiliation.

Source: Pew Research Center calculations usirgjigious compositionestimates for 2020, which are based on more than 2,700 censuses
and surveys

OReligious Diversity Around the Worl do
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