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Appendix B: Social Hostilities Index

The following table shows all 198 countries and territories in descending order of their scores on Pew Research
Center’s index of social hostilities involving religion as of the end of 2019. The Center has not attached numerical
rankings to the countries because there are numerous tied scores and the differences between the scores of
countries that are close to each other on this table are not necessarily meaningful.
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4. Denotes an increase of one point or more from 2018 to 2019.
Denotes a decrease of one point or more from 2018 to 2019.

* Refer to page 66 for a note on North Korea and Yemen.
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Social Hostilities Index (cont.)
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NORTH KOREA: The sources used for this study clearly indicate that the government of North Korea is among the most repressive in
the world with respect to religion as well as other civil liberties. But because North Korean society is effectively closed to outsiders,
the sources are unable to provide the kind of specific and timely information that Pew Research Center coded in this quantitative
study. Therefore, the report does not include a score for North Korea on either index.

YEMEN: Starting with data covering 2016, researchers changed the way they coded social hostilities in Yemen. Refer to the
Methodology for more details.

Note: Myanmar is also called Burma. Eswatini was formerly known as Swaziland.

CORRECTION (Dec. 19, 2025): Some revisions have been made to this appendix to correct an error in calculating
SHI.Q.1 scores for 2019: An upward arrow was removed for Serbia, a downward arrow was added for China, and Norway
moved from the “moderate” to “low” category. Refer to the errata page for a full list of corrections issued for this report.
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https://www.pewresearch.org/wp-content/uploads/sites/20/2025/12/PR_2021.09.30_restrictions-on-religion-2019_errata.pdf

