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How we did this 
This Pew Research Center report examines South Africans’ views of their country’s influence in the 
world, how they see their political parties and leaders, and their attitudes toward other countries 
and international organizations. It also explores how adults in Kenya and Nigeria, the two other 
African nations in our spring survey, view South Africa and each other.  

The South African data is from a survey of 1,570 South African adults conducted face-to-face from 
Feb. 21 to March 30, 2025. Interviews were conducted in Afrikaans, English, North Sotho, South 
Sotho, Xhosa and Zulu. The survey is representative of the adult population ages 18 and older. 

For more information on the surveys in Kenya and Nigeria, refer to our country-specific 
methodology. 

Here are the questions used for this report, along with responses, and the survey methodology. 

www.pewresearch.org
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South Africans See Their Country’s Influence 
Weakening Ahead of G20 
China gets higher ratings than the U.S. 
South Africa will soon host the 
annual G20 summit – the first 
on the African continent – 
marking the end of the 
country’s one-year term as 
president of the forum. In a 
survey conducted this spring, 
41% of South Africans say 
their country’s influence 
on the world stage has 
been getting weaker in 
recent years.  

Around a quarter of South 
Africans (26%) say their 
country’s influence has been 
getting stronger. Another 31% 
see its role as being about the 
same as it’s been in recent 
years. 

For more on South Africans’ 
views of their country’s 
influence, jump to Chapter 1. 

In the same survey, we asked 
South Africans their views of 
the United States and China. A 
57% majority have favorable 
opinions of China while 50% 
say the same of the U.S. This 
marks the first time ratings 
of China are higher than 

More South Africans say their country’s influence has 
gotten weaker than stronger in recent years 
% of South African adults who say their country’s influence in the world has 
been __ in recent years 

Note: Those who did not answer are not shown. 
Source: Survey of South African adults conducted Feb. 21-March 30, 2025. 
“South Africans See Their Country’s Influence Weakening Ahead of G20” 

PEW RESEARCH CENTER 

South African views of China and the U.S. 
% of South African adults who have a favorable opinion of …  

 

Note: Refer to the topline for the full trend. 
Source: Survey of South African adults conducted Feb. 21-March 30, 2025. 
“South Africans See Their Country’s Influence Weakening Ahead of G20” 
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ratings of the U.S. since we began tracking South Africans’ opinion of these 
countries in 2008. 

Since last year, the share of South African adults who 
have favorable views of China has increased 10 
percentage points, while the share who see the U.S. 
favorably has held steady at one of the lowest shares 
measured since we first asked this question in 2002. 

This increase in positive ratings of China is also 
evident on other questions we regularly field. When 
asked which is the world’s leading economic power – 
the U.S., China, the EU or Japan – South Africans 
increasingly recognize China as such (42 % vs. 33% in 
2023).  

And more South Africans say that it is more important to have strong economic ties with China 
(50%) than say the same about the U.S. (33%). The gap was smaller in 2019, when 42% preferred 
closer ties with the U.S., while 39% said the same about China.  

How do South Africans’ views of other countries and organizations compare? 

Our Spring 2025 Global Attitudes Survey asked South Africans – as well as adults in 24 other 
countries – about their attitudes toward other nations and international organizations as well. 
Here’s what we found:  

 UN: A majority of South Africans (57%) have a favorable opinion of the UN, which 
generally receives positive marks across the 25 countries we surveyed in spring 2025. 

Fieldwork timing 
This survey of South Africans was fielded 
in the early months of U.S. President 
Donald Trump’s second term, after he 
cut funding for South Africa and 
Secretary of State Marco Rubio skipped 
the annual meeting of G20 foreign 
ministers. The survey preceded the 
arrival of White Afrikaner refugees to the 
U.S. and Trump’s confrontation with 
South African President Cyril Ramaphosa 
in the White House.  

 

www.pewresearch.org
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 China: South Africans 
rate China more 
positively than people 
in many other countries 
surveyed this spring.  

 U.S.: In South Africa, 
opinion of the U.S. did 
not shift significantly 
between 2024, the last 
year of Joe Biden’s 
presidency, and 2025, 
the first year of 
President Donald 
Trump’s second term. 
This makes South 
Africa unique among 
many of the 23 other 
countries surveyed. 

 EU: The EU is seen 
positively by most countries surveyed. South African adults rate the EU relatively low, but 
their views still lean positive (47% favorable vs. 38% unfavorable).  

 India: South Africans have mixed views of India, with 46% saying they have a favorable 
opinion of the country and 44% saying they have an unfavorable view. International 
opinion of India is somewhat more positive than negative. 

 Russia: South African opinion of Russia is mostly negative. A 54% majority have an 
unfavorable view, compared with 36% who see Russia favorably. This contributes to a 
broader pattern of negative ratings across the 25 countries surveyed. 

 Israel: About one-third of South Africans (34%) have a positive opinion of Israel, which 
receives mostly negative ratings across 24 countries surveyed.  
 

  

Majorities of South Africans see the UN and China 
favorably; Israel and Nigeria are viewed unfavorably 
% of South African adults who have a(n) __ opinion of each of the 
following   

Note: Those who did not answer are not shown. 
Source: Survey of South Africans conducted Feb. 21-March 30, 2025. 
“South Africans See Their Country’s Influence Weakening Ahead of G20” 
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Views between Kenya, Nigeria and South Africa 

To better understand views between African nations, we asked Kenyans, Nigerians and South 
Africans their opinions of each other: 

 Majorities of adults in 
Kenya (70%) and 
Nigeria (59%) have 
favorable views of 
South Africa. When the 
question was last asked 
of Kenyans in 2007, 
about nine-in-ten had a 
positive view of South 
Africa. 

 Nigerians’ opinions of 
Kenya are more positive 
than negative, while 
South Africans’ views 
are mixed.  

 Kenyans’ opinions of 
Nigeria are mostly 
positive, while South 
Africans’ views are 
mostly negative.  

South Africans’ ratings of political leaders and parties 

Our survey this spring also asked South Africans to rate major parties and political leaders in their 
country, including President Cyril Ramaphosa and his party, the African National Congress (ANC). 
The survey was fielded months after the 2024 election in which – for the first time in more than 30 
years – the ANC did not win a majority of seats. But the survey showed support for both the party 
and its leader (63% each).  

For more on South Africans’ opinions of national political parties and leaders, as well as their 
ratings of the economy and democracy, jump to Chapter 2. 

  

South Africa seen positively in Kenya and Nigeria 
% of adults who have a(n) __ opinion of the following countries   

Source: Survey of South Africans conducted Feb. 21-March 30, 2025. 
“South Africans See Their Country’s Influence Weakening Ahead of G20” 
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1. How South Africans see their country’s global standing 
Key findings 

 On balance, South Africans see their country’s influence in the world as waning rather than 
growing.  

 Those on the ideological left and those who do not favor the African National Congress 
(ANC) are especially likely to say their country’s influence is weakening.  

A plurality of South African adults (41%) say that their country’s influence has been getting weaker 
in recent years. 

About a quarter say that South 
Africa’s influence has been 
getting stronger while roughly 
one-third say it has stayed 
about the same.  

Perceptions about South 
Africa’s influence vary 
somewhat by political ideology. 
Those on the ideological left 
(51%) are more likely than 
those on the right (35%) to say 
South Africa’s influence is 
waning. At the same time, 
those on the right and center 
are more likely than those on 
the left to say the country’s 
influence is growing.  

Similarly, more South Africans 
with an unfavorable opinion of 
the African National Congress (ANC) say their country is getting weaker than those with a 
favorable view of the party (46% vs. 38%, respectively).  

  

More South Africans say their country’s influence is 
getting weaker than stronger or staying the same 
% of South African adults who say their country’s influence in the world in 
recent years has been …  

 

Note: Those who did not answer are not shown.  
Source: Survey of South African adults conducted Feb. 21-March 30, 2025.  
“South Africans See Their Country’s Influence Weakening Ahead of G20” 
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2. How South Africans view their country’s leaders, parties 
This survey was conducted less than a year after the 2024 election in which the African National 
Congress (ANC) lost a majority of seats for the first time since the end of apartheid. At the time of 
fielding, the country was facing persistent failed budget negotiations between the ANC and the 
Democratic Alliance (DA), the second-largest party in the governing coalition.  

Key findings 

 As of early 2025, the governing African National Congress (ANC) had the highest 
favorability of any political party asked about in the country, and its leader Cyril 
Ramaphosa was the most popular among the major party leaders we asked about.  

 Views of the ANC and Ramaphosa improved between 2024 and 2025. During that period, 
the ANC lost its majority government for the first time since the end of apartheid.  

 Assessments of South Africa’s economy (and democracy) also improved since the election, 
though relatively few South Africans rated either positively earlier this year.   
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South Africans’ views of their parties and leaders in spring 2025 

Even after the ANC performed relatively weakly in the 2024 election and had to form a coalition 
government, it still tested as the most popular political party in South Africa in early 2025.  

Nearly two-thirds of South 
Africans (63%) expressed 
a favorable opinion of the 
ANC in early spring 2025.  

By comparison, around half or 
fewer of adults said the same 
about the Democratic Alliance 
(48%), the Economic Freedom 
Fighters (45%) or the 
uMkhonto weSizwe Party 
(43%).  

(The Democratic Alliance is 
part of the governing 
coalition.) 

President Cyril Ramaphosa, 
the ANC’s leader, was also the 
most popular of the major 
party leaders in the survey, 
with 63% of South Africans 
expressing a favorable view of 
him and just 36% sharing a 
negative view. 

Opinions are less favorable for the leaders of other parties: 

 John Steenhuisen, leader of the center-right DA party, was viewed favorably by 41% of South 
Africans – the lowest favorability of any party leader despite his party’s presence in the 
governing coalition. About one-in-five adults did not provide an answer for Steenhuisen.   

 Around half of adults had a favorable view of Julius Malema, the leader of the left-wing 
Economic Freedom Fighters. 

Nearly two-thirds of South Africans viewed the ANC 
and its leader Ramaphosa favorably in spring 2025 
% of South African adults who have a(n) __ opinion of the following political 
parties and associated leaders  

 

Note: Those who did not answer are not shown. 
Source: Survey of South African adults conducted Feb. 21-March 30, 2025.  
“South Africans See Their Country’s Influence Weakening Ahead of G20” 
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 Jacob Zuma, the controversial former ANC president who founded the left-wing uMkhonto 
weSizwe Party to contest the 2024 election, was viewed favorably by 52% of South Africans. 
More viewed him than his party (43%) positively. 

 
Views by age 

Age differences appear in support for national leaders. Younger adults were more likely to support 
certain party leaders:  

 56% of South Africans under 35 had a favorable view of Julius Malema, compared with 34% 
among those ages 50 and older.  

 58% of younger South Africans had a favorable view of Jacob Zuma, compared with 41% of 
older South Africans.  

www.pewresearch.org
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Change in views of parties and leaders since the 2024 election 

Public opinion of the ANC rebounded in early 
2025 following the 2024 general election. 
Nearly two-thirds of South Africans (63%) 
expressed a favorable view of the party, while 
35% shared an unfavorable opinion. 

This marks a turnaround from recent years, 
when support for the ANC steadily declined. 
Favorability fell from 67% in 2019 to 54% in 
2023 and 45% in 2024. In fact, 2024 was the 
first year since we began asking the question 
that the party was not seen favorably by a 
majority of adults.  

(The 2024 survey was conducted several weeks 
prior to the election.) 

The 2024 election was the party’s weakest 
electoral performance since the end of 
apartheid, and the first time that the ANC has 
not held an absolute majority since coming to 
power more than 30 years ago. 

Public opinion of President Cyril Ramphosa also improved in recent years. Nearly two-thirds of 
South Africans (63%) expressed a favorable opinion of the ANC’s leader in this year’s survey, while 
around a third (36%) viewed him unfavorably. 

This represents a moderate increase from 2023, when 53% of South Africans held a favorable view 
of Ramaphosa and 45% expressed an unfavorable opinion.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Favorability of the ANC is up in the year 
after historically poor election for party 
% of South African adults who have a(n) __ opinion of 
the African National Congress 

Note: Those who did not answer are not shown. The 2024 South 
Africa general election occurred after the 2024 survey. 
Source: Survey of South African adults conducted Feb. 21-March 
30, 2025.  
“South Africans See Their Country’s Influence Weakening Ahead of 
G20” 
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South Africans’ v iews of their  economy  

Optimism about South Africa’s economy also increased following the 2024 election but remains 

low. In February and March of this year, 35% of adults said the economic situation in the country 

was good, up from 27% in 2024 and 22% in 2023. But in surveys from 2013 to 2015, roughly half 

or more rated the economy positively.  

South Africa has received 

recent international attention 

due to persistent economic 

challenges, including 

increasing inflation and 

stagnant growth. The growing 

dissatisfaction with the 

economy over the last decade 

also tracks with rising national 

unemployment. (Notably, as 

unemployment spiked during 

the COVID-19 pandemic, we 

were unable to survey in the 

country due to health safety 

concerns.) 

In 2025, public sentiment 

turned somewhat more 

optimistic, with more South 

Africans saying the economic 

situation is good than in 2024. 

This change could reflect a 

post-election bump, as 

indicators point to ongoing economic challenges, though the country faced stalled budget 

negotiations at the time of the survey. The positive ratings seen early in the year were more 

common among adults under 35 (38%) than among those ages 50 and older (28%).  

 

 

South Africans’ views of the economy are closely tied 

to the national unemployment rate  

% of South African adults who say the current economic situation in their 

country is bad, charted alongside the national unemployment rate   

Source: Survey of South African adults conducted Feb. 26-April 26, 2024; Pew Research 

Center analysis of World Bank data. 

“South Africans See Their Country’s Influence Weakening Ahead of G20” 
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Methodology 
Pew Research Center’s survey in South Africa was conducted as part of the Spring 2025 Global 
Attitudes Survey. The data is from a survey of 1,570 adults conducted face-to-face from Feb. 21 to 
March 30, 2025. Interviews were conducted in Afrikaans, English, North Sotho, South Sotho, 
Xhosa and Zulu. The survey is representative of the adult population ages 18 and older. Here are 
more details about our international survey methodology and country-specific sample designs. 

For more information on the surveys in Kenya and Nigeria, refer to our country-specific 
methodology. 

Ideology 

We analyze respondents’ attitudes based on where they place themselves on an ideological scale. 
In South Africa, we asked people to place themselves on a seven-point scale ranging from 
“Extreme left” to “Extreme right.”  
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Topline questionnaire 
Pew Research Center 

Spring 2025 Global Attitudes Survey 
November 13, 2025 Release 

 
Methodological notes: 
 
 Survey results are based on national samples. For further details on sample designs, refer 

to the Methodology section and our international survey methods database.  

 Percentages may not total 100% due to rounding. The topline “total” columns show 100% 
because they are based on unrounded numbers.  

 Combined totals are based on unrounded topline figures. We changed rounding procedures 
in 2024, so results published prior to 2024 may not match exactly to current releases. 

 For some countries, trends for certain years are omitted due to differences in sample 
design or population coverage. Omitted trends often reflect less representative samples 
than more recent surveys in the same countries. Trends that are omitted include:  

o Nigeria prior to 2010 
o South Africa in 2007 

 Not all questions included in the Spring 2025 Global Attitudes Survey are presented in this 
topline. Omitted questions have either been previously released or will be released in future 
reports. 

 

 

www.pewresearch.org

16

PEW RESEARCH CENTER

https://www.pewresearch.org/methods/feature/international-methodology/global-attitudes-survey/all-country/all-year/


Q1. How would you describe the current economic situation in South Africa – is it very good, somewhat good, somewhat bad or 
very bad?

TOTAL Good TOTAL Bad Very good
Somewhat 

good Somewhat bad Very bad DK/Refused Total

South Africa Spring, 2025
Spring, 2024
Spring, 2023
Spring, 2019
Spring, 2018
Spring, 2017
Spring, 2016
Spring, 2015
Spring, 2014
Spring, 2013
Spring, 2008
Summer, 2002

35 65 13 22 20 45 1 100
27 72 9 18 19 53 1 100
22 77 9 13 18 59 1 100
38 60 13 26 23 37 2 100
35 64 12 23 17 47 1 100
44 52 13 32 23 29 3 100
27 70 10 18 25 45 3 100
59 38 20 39 18 20 3 100
52 45 14 37 29 16 3 100
54 45 17 36 25 20 1 100
39 57 12 27 29 28 4 100
29 70 6 23 28 42 1 100

Q2a. How satisfied are you with the way democracy is working in South Africa – very satisfied, somewhat satisfied, not too 
satisfied, or not at all satisfied?

TOTAL 
Satisfied

TOTAL Not 
satisfied Very satisfied

Somewhat 
satisfied

Not too 
satisfied

Not at all 
satisfied DK/Refused Total

South Africa Spring, 2025
Spring, 2024
Spring, 2023
Spring, 2019
Spring, 2018
Spring, 2017
Spring, 2013

36 63 13 23 27 36 1 100
28 71 10 19 25 45 1 100
23 76 9 14 26 50 1 100
38 61 16 22 28 33 1 100
35 64 12 23 25 39 1 100
43 55 15 28 29 27 2 100
67 32 32 35 19 13 1 100

Q3a. Please tell me if you have a very favorable, somewhat favorable, somewhat unfavorable, or very unfavorable opinion of…? a. 
The United States

TOTAL 
Favorable

TOTAL 
Unfavorable Very favorable

Somewhat 
favorable

Somewhat 
unfavorable

Very 
unfavorable DK/Refused Total

South Africa Spring, 2025
Spring, 2024
Spring, 2023
Spring, 2019
Spring, 2018
Spring, 2017
Spring, 2016
Spring, 2015
Spring, 2014
Spring, 2013
Spring, 2008
Summer, 2002

50 42 22 27 11 31 8 100
49 31 26 23 8 23 20 100
59 30 35 24 8 22 11 100
50 33 27 23 13 20 17 100
57 30 36 21 7 22 13 100
53 30 27 26 12 18 17 100
61 26 40 20 8 17 14 100
74 16 47 27 8 8 10 100
67 20 40 28 11 8 13 100
72 20 43 29 10 10 7 100
60 24 28 32 8 16 16 100
64 28 31 34 9 19 8 100

Q3b. Please tell me if you have a very favorable, somewhat favorable, somewhat unfavorable, or very unfavorable opinion of…? b. 
China

TOTAL 
Favorable

TOTAL 
Unfavorable Very favorable

Somewhat 
favorable

Somewhat 
unfavorable

Very 
unfavorable DK/Refused Total

South Africa Spring, 2025
Spring, 2024
Spring, 2023
Spring, 2019
Spring, 2018
Spring, 2017
Spring, 2016
Spring, 2015
Spring, 2014
Spring, 2013
Spring, 2008

57 36 35 23 10 26 7 100
47 33 26 21 9 24 20 100
49 40 26 23 13 27 11 100
46 35 26 20 12 23 19 100
49 39 30 19 7 31 12 100
45 32 21 24 12 20 22 100
41 43 21 20 12 31 16 100
52 34 22 30 16 18 14 100
45 40 15 30 18 22 15 100
48 43 18 30 21 22 9 100
36 51 10 27 21 30 12 100
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Q3c. Please tell me if you have a very favorable, somewhat favorable, somewhat unfavorable, or very unfavorable opinion of…? c. 
The European Union

TOTAL 
Favorable

TOTAL 
Unfavorable Very favorable

Somewhat 
favorable

Somewhat 
unfavorable

Very 
unfavorable DK/Refused Total

South Africa Spring, 2025
Spring, 2024
Spring, 2023
Spring, 2019
Spring, 2014
Spring, 2013

47 38 20 27 12 26 15 100
34 32 13 21 11 21 34 100
44 36 20 23 11 25 20 100
42 34 19 23 14 19 24 100
44 35 16 27 20 15 21 100
43 40 15 28 20 20 17 100

Q3d. Please tell me if you have a very favorable, somewhat favorable, somewhat unfavorable, or very unfavorable opinion of…? d. 
The United Nations

TOTAL 
Favorable

TOTAL 
Unfavorable Very favorable

Somewhat 
favorable

Somewhat 
unfavorable

Very 
unfavorable DK/Refused Total

South Africa Spring, 2025
Spring, 2024
Spring, 2023
Spring, 2019
Spring, 2016
Spring, 2013

57 32 31 26 10 22 10 100
44 29 22 22 10 19 28 100
53 27 32 21 9 18 21 100
53 29 28 25 11 17 18 100
52 28 31 21 8 21 20 100
51 34 21 30 18 16 15 100

Q3f. Please tell me if you have a very favorable, somewhat favorable, somewhat unfavorable, or very unfavorable opinion of…? f. 
Russia

TOTAL 
Favorable

TOTAL 
Unfavorable Very favorable

Somewhat 
favorable

Somewhat 
unfavorable

Very 
unfavorable DK/Refused Total

South Africa Spring, 2025
Spring, 2024
Spring, 2023
Spring, 2019
Spring, 2018
Spring, 2017
Spring, 2015
Spring, 2014
Spring, 2013

36 54 15 21 13 41 10 100
30 45 14 16 11 34 25 100
28 58 14 14 11 46 15 100
32 40 16 17 13 27 27 100
34 44 16 18 10 34 22 100
28 40 10 18 14 26 32 100
25 51 8 17 18 33 24 100
25 51 5 20 26 25 24 100
26 53 6 20 25 28 20 100

Q3g. Please tell me if you have a very favorable, somewhat favorable, somewhat unfavorable, or very unfavorable opinion of…? g. 
Israel

TOTAL 
Favorable

TOTAL 
Unfavorable Very favorable

Somewhat 
favorable

Somewhat 
unfavorable

Very 
unfavorable DK/Refused Total

South Africa Spring, 2025 34 52 15 19 15 37 14 100

Q3h. Please tell me if you have a very favorable, somewhat favorable, somewhat unfavorable, or very unfavorable opinion of…? h. 
India

TOTAL 
Favorable

TOTAL 
Unfavorable Very favorable

Somewhat 
favorable

Somewhat 
unfavorable

Very 
unfavorable DK/Refused Total

South Africa Spring, 2025
Spring, 2023
Spring, 2013
Spring, 2008

46 44 16 29 13 31 11 100
29 51 11 17 15 36 20 100
36 45 12 24 21 23 19 100
38 47 8 30 20 28 15 100

Q3i. Please tell me if you have a very favorable, somewhat favorable, somewhat unfavorable, or very unfavorable opinion of…? i. 
South Africa

TOTAL 
Favorable

TOTAL 
Unfavorable Very favorable

Somewhat 
favorable

Somewhat 
unfavorable

Very 
unfavorable DK/Refused Total

Kenya Spring, 2025
Spring, 2007

Nigeria Spring, 2025

70 23 21 49 13 10 7 100
89 8 54 35 7 1 3 100
59 32 17 42 18 14 9 100
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Q3j. Please tell me if you have a very favorable, somewhat favorable, somewhat unfavorable, or very unfavorable opinion of…? j. 
Kenya

TOTAL 
Favorable

TOTAL 
Unfavorable Very favorable

Somewhat 
favorable

Somewhat 
unfavorable

Very 
unfavorable DK/Refused Total

Nigeria Spring, 2025
South Africa Spring, 2025

46 35 14 32 23 11 19 100
40 43 16 25 13 30 16 100

Q3k. Please tell me if you have a very favorable, somewhat favorable, somewhat unfavorable, or very unfavorable opinion of…? k. 
Nigeria

TOTAL 
Favorable

TOTAL 
Unfavorable Very favorable

Somewhat 
favorable

Somewhat 
unfavorable

Very 
unfavorable DK/Refused Total

Kenya Spring, 2025
Spring, 2007
Summer, 2002

South Africa Spring, 2025
Summer, 2002

59 33 16 43 18 15 9 100
69 28 27 42 21 7 3 100
62 28 28 34 18 11 10 100
30 61 12 18 13 48 9 100
29 59 10 19 14 45 12 100

Q4i. Please tell me if you have a very favorable, somewhat favorable, somewhat unfavorable, or very unfavorable opinion of …? i. 
Cyril Ramaphosa

TOTAL 
Favorable

TOTAL 
Unfavorable Very favorable

Somewhat 
favorable

Somewhat 
unfavorable

Very 
unfavorable DK/Refused Total

South Africa Spring, 2025
Spring, 2023

63 36 34 29 11 25 1 100
53 45 32 21 13 32 2 100

Q4j. Please tell me if you have a very favorable, somewhat favorable, somewhat unfavorable, or very unfavorable opinion of …? j. 
John Steenhuisen

TOTAL 
Favorable

TOTAL 
Unfavorable Very favorable

Somewhat 
favorable

Somewhat 
unfavorable

Very 
unfavorable DK/Refused Total

South Africa Spring, 2025
Spring, 2023

41 41 15 25 12 29 18 100
33 37 12 21 10 27 30 100

Q4k. Please tell me if you have a very favorable, somewhat favorable, somewhat unfavorable, or very unfavorable opinion of …? k. 
Jacob Zuma

TOTAL 
Favorable

TOTAL 
Unfavorable Very favorable

Somewhat 
favorable

Somewhat 
unfavorable

Very 
unfavorable DK/Refused Total

South Africa Spring, 2025 52 47 30 22 11 36 1 100

Q4l. Please tell me if you have a very favorable, somewhat favorable, somewhat unfavorable, or very unfavorable opinion of …? l. 
Julius Malema

TOTAL 
Favorable

TOTAL 
Unfavorable Very favorable

Somewhat 
favorable

Somewhat 
unfavorable

Very 
unfavorable DK/Refused Total

South Africa Spring, 2025 49 50 22 27 12 37 2 100

Q9RSAa. Please tell me if you have a very favorable, somewhat favorable, somewhat unfavorable or very unfavorable opinion of 
____? a. African National Congress (ANC)

TOTAL 
favorable

TOTAL 
unfavorable Very favorable

Somewhat 
favorable

Somewhat 
unfavorable

Very 
unfavorable DK/Refused Total

South Africa Spring, 2025
Spring, 2024
Spring, 2023
Spring, 2019
Spring, 2018

63 35 38 25 11 25 1 100
45 50 26 19 11 39 5 100
54 45 35 19 12 33 1 100
67 28 47 20 8 19 6 100
63 33 45 18 7 26 3 100
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Q9RSAb. Please tell me if you have a very favorable, somewhat favorable, somewhat unfavorable or very unfavorable opinion of 
____? b. Democratic Alliance (DA)

TOTAL 
favorable

TOTAL 
unfavorable Very favorable

Somewhat 
favorable

Somewhat 
unfavorable

Very 
unfavorable DK/Refused Total

South Africa Spring, 2025
Spring, 2024
Spring, 2023
Spring, 2019
Spring, 2018

48 49 20 28 14 35 3 100
31 60 13 19 13 47 8 100
39 58 15 23 13 44 4 100
40 51 17 24 12 39 9 100
42 53 20 22 11 43 5 100

Q9RSAc. Please tell me if you have a very favorable, somewhat favorable, somewhat unfavorable or very unfavorable opinion of 
____? c. Economic Freedom Fighters (EFF)

TOTAL 
favorable

TOTAL 
unfavorable Very favorable

Somewhat 
favorable

Somewhat 
unfavorable

Very 
unfavorable DK/Refused Total

South Africa Spring, 2025
Spring, 2024
Spring, 2023
Spring, 2019
Spring, 2018

45 53 19 25 14 39 3 100
35 57 16 18 12 45 8 100
46 52 23 22 11 41 3 100
38 52 18 21 12 40 10 100
37 57 19 18 7 50 6 100

Q5RSAd. Please tell me if you have a very favorable, somewhat favorable, somewhat unfavorable or very unfavorable opinion of 
____. d. MK (uMkhonto weSizwe)

TOTAL 
favorable

TOTAL 
unfavorable Very favorable

Somewhat 
favorable

Somewhat 
unfavorable

Very 
unfavorable DK/Refused Total

South Africa Spring, 2025 43 49 22 21 14 36 7 100

Q12. Today, which ONE of the following do you think is the world’s leading economic power?

The United 
States China Japan

The countries 
of the 

European 
Union

Other (DO NOT 
READ)

None/There is 
no leading 
economic 

power (DO 
NOT READ) DK/Refused Total

South Africa Spring, 2025
Spring, 2023
Spring, 2019
Spring, 2018
Spring, 2017
Spring, 2016
Spring, 2015
Spring, 2014
Spring, 2013
Spring, 2008

33 42 8 9 1 1 5 100
37 33 5 12 2 2 9 100
36 33 9 11 0 1 10 100
34 39 7 9 1 1 8 100
41 29 9 10 1 0 10 100
42 31 9 10 1 0 6 100
53 21 4 6 1 5 12 100
43 22 3 8 1 5 17 100
46 26 3 7 0 6 11 100
49 14 7 7 3 2 19 100

Q14. Is it more important for South Africa to have strong economic ties with…?

China United States
Both (DO NOT 

READ)
Neither (DO 
NOT READ) DK/Refused Total

South Africa Spring, 2025
Spring, 2019

50 33 12 2 4 100
39 42 8 3 7 100

Q44. Would you say South Africa's influence in the world in recent years has been 
getting stronger, getting weaker or staying about the same?

Getting 
stronger Getting weaker

Staying about 
the same DK/Refused Total

South Africa Spring, 2025 26 41 31 3 100
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