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Terminology

For the analysis of findings from the new Pew Research Center survey Chapters 2-7 of the report),

references tofurban,0fisuburbanoand fruraldar e b as ed o n nswersopghe folbweingt s 6 a
question: AHow would you describe the community wh
suburban, (3) rural. oo

The analysis of how urban, suburban and rural communities are changing along demographic
lines (Chapter 1), based on datafrom the U.S. Census Bureau, relies on countylevel classifications
created by the National Center for Health Statistics at the Centers for Disease Control and
Prevention.

Throughout the report, the terms Aurbanod and fdAcity

All references to party affiliation include those who lean toward that party: Republicans include
those who identify as Republicans and independents who say they lean toward the Republican
Party, and Democrats include those who identify as Democrats and independents who say they
lean toward the Democratic Party.

References to Millennials include adults who are ages22 to 37 in 2018. Generation Xers include
those who are ages 8 to 53, Baby Boomersinclude those who are 4 to 72 and members of the
Silent Generation include those ages B to 90.

References to college graduates or people with a c
degree or more. ASome colleged includes those with
college butdid notobtai n a degree. fAHIigh school o6 refers to th

or its equivalent, such as a General Education Development (GED) certificate.
References to whites,blacks and Asiansinclude only those who are non-Hispanic and identify as
only one race. Hispanics are of any race Nonwhites include blacks, Hispanics, other races and

people who identify with more than one race.

A Pperclasd r e ftloseswvhotsaid they belong in the upper or upper-middle classes.fi bwer
clas®® r e ftwosesvhotsad they belong in the lower or lower-middle classes.

www.pewesearchorg
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What Unites and Divides Urban, Suburban and
Rural Communities

Amid widening gaps in politics and demographics, Americans in
urban, suburban and rural areas share many aspects of community
life

Largedemogr aphic shifts are reshaping Ameri ca.

becoming more racially and ethnically diverse and the population is aging. But according to a new
analysis by Pew Research Center, these trends are playing out differently acres community types.

Urban areas are at the leading edge of racial and ethnic change, with nonwhites now a clear
majority of the population in urban counties while solid majorities in suburban and rural areas are
white. Urban and suburban counties are gaining population due to an influx of immigrants in both
types of counties, as well as domestic migration into suburban areas. In contrast, rural counties
have made only minimal gains since 2000 as the number of people leaving for urban or suburban
areas hasoutpaced the number moving in. And while the population is graying in all three types of
communities, this is happening more rapidly in the suburbs than in urban and rural counties.

Key demographic trends are playing out differently across urban, suburbanand rural
counties

% nomwhite % change in size of population % change in size of population
overall since 2000 ages 65 and older since 2000
56%
: Suburban +16 +39
B2
21 Rural +3 +22

Urban Suburban Rural

Note: Nonwhites include blacks, Hispanics, Asians, Pacific Islanders, other races and people who identify as more than ceeCaunty
categories based on the National Center for Health Statistics UrbBural Classification Scheméor Counties.

Source: Pew Research Center analysis of 2000 decennial census SF3 data and 2Q026 American Community Survey data.

O0What Unites and Divides Urban, Suburban and Rur al Communi ti

PEW RESEARCH CENTER

www.pewesearchorg

The

c

o



At the same time, urban and
rural communities are
becoming increasingly
different from each other
politically . Adults in urban
counties, long aligned with the
Democratic Party, have moved
even more to the left in recent
years, and today twice as
many urban voters identify as
Democrats or lean Democratic
as affiliate with the
Republican Party. For their
part, rural adults have moved
more firmly into the
Republican camp. More than
half (54%) of rural voters now
identify with or lean to the
GOP, while 38% are
Democrats or lean
Democratic.

Against this backdrop, a new
Pew Research Center survey
finds that many urban and
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The urbansuburban—rural divide extends to politics
and perspectives

% of registered voters
who identify as ...

% of __residents
saying most people who
live in different types of
communities don't
understand the
problems they face

B Democrat/Lean Democratic
B Republican/Lean Republican

‘IE : 65
iH 4
Suburban 52
Rural 70
Not e: For party identification figures,

county respondents live in, based on the National Center for Health Statistics Urbural
Classification Scheme for Counties. Féigures on the share saying residents in other type
of communities don6ét understand the pro
refer to respondentsd descriptions of t
Source: Party identification figures are from a conigtion of all Pew Research Center
political surveys conducted in 2017; survey of U.S. adults conducted Feb-@rch 11,
2018.

0 Wh a't

PEW RESEARCH CENTER

Unites and Divides Urban, Suburba

rural residents feel misundersto od and looked down on by Americans living in other types of
communities. About two -thirds or more in urban and rural areas say people in other types of

n

communities dondét under fatemthdrcommanitigsr Amdbnapritiess ofp e op | e
urbanandr ur al residents say people who donét Iive
view of those who do. I n contrast, most suburbani

a positive view of those who do.

www.pewesearchorg
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Defining @&rban,6&uburbandand Gurald

In exploring the attitudes, experiences and changing demographics of Americans in different types of
communities, this report relies on two distinct approaches to defining urban, suburban and rural areas. Fc
the analysis of findings from the new &v Research Center surveyhapters 2-7 of the report), references
to urban, suburban and rural communitesare ased on respondentsd answe
OHow would you describe the community wh3er e uyroal

The analysis of how urban, suburban and rural communities are changing along demographic lines
(Chapter 1), based orU.S. Census Bureadata, relies on countylevel classifications created by the
National Center for Health Statistics at the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention.

In determining how to draw the |ines between 01
Research Ceter consulted a series of social scientists with expertise in this area. To be sure, there are
many waysd and no one right wayd to classify communities. Because the survey explored issues related
to how Americans are experiencing life in their local conumities, including how they relate to their

nei ghbors and how attached they feel to their ¢
description of the area where they live.

The classification based on counties used in the analysis of cerssdata makes it more challenging to
speak to the specific localities where Americans live, but it has the advantage of allowing for the data to t
more easily linked among government data sources to analyze changes over time across the country.

The divides that exist across urban, suburban and rural areas when it comes to views on social and
politicalissuesd o n 6 t n eextend ® hokv pdople are experiencing life in different types of
communities . Rural and suburban adults are somewhat more rooted in their local areas, but
substantial sharesin cities, suburbs and rural areas say they have lived in their communities for
more than 10 years. And about six-in-ten in each type of community say they feel at least some
sense of attachment to their communities, though relatively few say they are very attached.

For adults who currently live in or near the place where they grew up i roughly half in rural areas
and about four-in-ten in cities and suburbs i family ties stand out as the most important reason
why they have never left or why theymoved back after living away. And, when it comes to their
interactions with neighbors, urban, suburban and rural residents are about equally likely to say
they communicate with them on a regular basis.

www.pewesearchorg
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In addition, urban and rural residents share some of the same
concerns. Roughly equal shares of urban (50%) and rural (46%)
residents say that drug addiction is a major problem in their
local community. When it comes to the availability of jobs, rural
adults are somewhat more likely to say this is a major problem
where they live (42% say so), but a substantial share of urban
dwellers (34%) say the same, significantly higher than the share Tfl’ig‘;fsd in local community for
in suburban communities (22%). Other problems i such as

access to aférdable housing in cities and access to public

transportation in rural areas i are felt more acutely in some
areas than in others.

Would move if given thehance

Many in urban, suburban
and rural areas are
longtime residents

% saying they &

Rural 63
Suburban 53

The nationally representative survey of 6,251 adults was Rural 25
conducted online Feb. 26-March 11, 2018 using Pew Research Suburban 34
C e n tsenmreidecan Trends Panelt It explores the attitudes and Urban - 37

experiences of Americans in urban, suburban and rural areas,

. . L. . . . Source: Survey of U.S. adults conducted

including their views on key social and political issues, how they Feb. 26March 11, 2018.

see people in other types of c oMUY€ 98 Hd how
o ] . o ] and RuralCommunities)

out their lives in their local communities. The survey sheds light

on what divides and unites Americans across community types

as well as on differenceswithin urban, suburban and rural

areasi sometimes driven by partisanship, sometimes by demographics. The study also includes a

detailed analysis of demographic trends in urban, rural and suburban counties. Among the

r e p okeyfindings:

PEW RESEARCH CENTER

There are significant gaps in measures of economic welkbeing in urban, suburban and
rural counties

In addition to the divergent demographic trends taking place in urban, suburban and rural

communities, the analysis finds that rural counties lag behind their urban and suburban

counterparts when it comes to some measures related to economic welbeing. The average

earnings per worker in urban areas were $49,515 in 2016, followed by $46,081 in the suburbs and
$35,171 in rural areas, though t hévihegcodtsiagosy es donodt
county types. And while the number of employed adults ages 25 to 54 rose in urban and suburban

counties since 2000, it declined in rural counties overall.

1 The survey includes an oversample of adults living in rural areas. For more details, seeMis¢hodologysection of the report.

www.pewesearchorg
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When it comes to the number of people living

in poverty, however, the suburbs have seen Poverty increased more sharply in
much sharper increases since 2000 than suburbs than in urban and rural counties
urban or rural counties i a 51% increase, Population in poverty, in millions
compared with 31% in cities and 23% in rural
. Urban Suburban Rural
areas. Overall, the poverty rate is somewhat 23
higher in rural (18%) and urban (17%) areas
than in suburban (14%) counties. 16
15
12 million

Rural Americans, especially those without

a college degree, areless optimistic about . 8
their financial future

Majorities of Americans in urban (68%),

suburban (59%) and rural (62%) communities 2000  2012-16 2000 2012-16 2000 2012-16
say they dondét current|

to lead the kind of life they want. But while Note: County categories based on the National Center for Health

about half of those in cities (46%) and suburbs Statistics UrbanRural Classification Scheme for Counties.
o ) ] Source: PewResearch Center analysis of 2000 decennial census
(49%) who say this is the case belkeve they will SF3 data and 20122016 American Community Survey data.
. . O What Uni't d Divid uUr b
have enough income in the future, rural o e nrbes oan pvraes Urba

. L . PEW RESEARCH CENTER
residents are less optimistic: 63% of adults in

rural areas who say they donét currently have
enough income to lead the
kind of Iife thaeydeddthtioda? divide among rural residents in
expect to in the future, while optimism about their financial future
36% think they eventually % of those who say they do not currently have enough income to lead the
will. kind of life they want saying they think they willi n the future
Urban Suburban Rural

The gap in financial optimism

cial optim Al st P a6
across community types is

driven by a marked concern Bachelor's

among rural residents without

a bacheloros degrSanecolllegdral 46 34
areas, about a third (34%) of oriess

thosewithsomecollegeorless Note:d0 Some <coll eged6 includes those with ai
college but did not obtain a degree.

education who s a&cebule€o.s &1@sBo@itied Feb.iarch 11, 2018.
currently h ave enough income OWhat Unites and Divides Urban, Suburban and Ru@mmunitie®

to lead the kind of life they PEW RESEARCH CENTER
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want think they will in the future; higher shares in cities (44%) and suburbs (46%) say this is the

case. Il n contrast, similar shares of t hose with

(53%), suburban (58%) and rural (53%) areas think they will eventually have enough income to
lead the kind of life they want.

Across community types, majorities say

rural areas get less than their fair share of

Broad agreement across community
federal dollars

types that rural areas get less than their
About severrin-ten rural residents (71%), and fair share of federal dollars

somewhat narrower majorities in suburban %of ___ residents saying that, when it comes to federal

(61%) and urban (57%) communities, say rural ~ Money rural areas - receive é

areas receive less than their fair share of chg:letheir Los than ?nb:zfgnt

federal dollars. These Vi e wishare O nt@itfairshvarda r y  amount

considerably across demographic or partisan Urban 57 25

lines. Suburban 61 26
Rural 71 20

When it comes to the amount urban areas

receive from the federal government, about Note: Share of respondents wh
. . Source: Survey of U.S. adultonducted Feb. 26March 11, 2018.

half of urban dwellers (49%) say cities receive OWhat Unites and Divides Urba

less than their fair share; only about a third of PEW RESEARCH CENTER

those in suburbs and rural areasshare this
view. Across community types, Democrats are
more likely than Republicans to say urban areas receive less than their fair share, while
Republicans are more likely to say these types of communities receivanore than their fair share.
Similar shares of Democrats and Republicanswithin each community type say urban areas receive
about the right amount of federal dollars.

About sixint en rur al residents say the values
53% of urban residents say the same about the values of those in rtal areas

Most Americans say people who live in the same type of community as they do generally share
their values, but they are less convinced that those in other types of communities do. For example,
a majority of rural residents (58%) say the values of most people in urban areas are very or
somewhat different from theirs.

Among urban dwellers, 53% see an urbanrural divide on values, while 46% say most people in

rural areas have values that are similar to their own. About half in urban and rural areas say most
people in suburbs share their values, while suburbanites are somewhat more likely to say most

www.pewesearchorg
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people in rural areas have values that are
similar to their own (58%) than to say the
same about those in urban areas (51%).

Therebds a clear
attitudes. For example, majorities of
Republicans in urban (64%) and suburban
(78%) communities say most people in rural
areas share their values, while about sixin-ten
Democrats in these communities say the
values of most rural residents are different
from theirs.

Conversely, Democrats in suburban and rural
areas are far more likely than their Republican
counterparts to say most people who live in
cities share their values. Even among
Republicans who live in urban areas, only
about half (48%) say most people who live in
cities share their values.

Urban and rural Americans differ sharply in
their views of some key social and political
iIssues, but in some cases this has more to
do with partisanship than geography

Americans in urban and rural communities
have widely different views when it comes to
social and political issues, including their
assessments of President Donald Trump and

pol i ti

Many say people in other types of
communities dondt

% of urban, residents saying most peo(ﬁ)le in have

CVQUL‘S thag a{remf%rgntsfrém opsimiFar (o] thgﬁp_e se

Different Similar

Urban areas 34 _ 65
Suburban areas 47 _ 52
Rural areas 53 - 46

% of suburban residents saying most people in
have values that are different from or similar to theirs

Different Similar

Suburban areas 27 _ 72
Rural areas 41 _ 58
Urban areas 48 - 51

% of rural residents saying most peoplein ___ have

values that are different from or similar to theirs

Different Similar

Rural areas 26 73

Suburban areas 46 53

Urban areas 58 41

Not e: Share of
oDi fferento

respondents wh
includes those wh

osimilaré includes those who
Source: Survey of U.S. adults conducted Feb.-Rarch 11, 2018.
oOWhat Unites and Divides Urba

PEW RESEARCH CENTER

opinions about race, immigration, same-sex marriage, abortion and the role of government.

In many cases, the differences between urban ad rural residents can be attributed to the fact that
rural areas tend to have a higher concentration of Republicans and Republicanleaning
independents, while majorities in urban communities identify with or lean toward the Democratic
Party. For example, while urban dwellers are far more likely than their rural counterparts to say
abortion should be legal in all or most cases, that the government should do more to solve
problems, and that whites benefit from advantages in society that black people do not have, these

www.pewesearchorg
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differences shrink when partisanship is taken
into account. In other words, Democrats
across community types share similar views on
these issues, as do Republicans in urban, rural
and suburban areas.

On other issues, differences across community
types remain, even after controlling for
partisanship. Rural Republicans are more
likely than Republicans in urban areas to say
the legalization of same-sex marriage is a bad
thing for society, and they are also more likely
to express very positive views of Trump. In
turn, Democrats across community types
express different views onimmigration, with
those in urban areas more likely than their
rural counterparts to say the growing number
of newcomers strengthens American society.

Sevenin-ten urban dwellers 8 vs. about half in rural areasds ay i

Rural Americans have warmer views of

Donald Trump

% who rate Donald Trump as
thermometerd from O (col de
rating)

®Warm (51-100) = Neutral (50) = Cold (0-49)

Suburban 8 59
I

Not e: Share of respondents wh

Source: Survey of U.S. adults conducted Feb.-Rarch 11, 2018.
oWhdni tes and Divides Urban,

PEW RESEARCH CENTER

tds i mportant

live in a community that is racially and ethnically diverse

Rural residents are far more likely than their
suburban and urban counterparts to say that,
as far as they know, all or most of their
neighbors are the same race or ethnicity as
they are (69% vs. 53% and 43%/espectively).
And urban residents place a much higher
priority on living in a community that is

racially and ethnically diverse than do those in
suburban and rural areas: 70% of city dwellers
say this is very or somewhat important to
them, compared with a narrower majority of
those in suburbs (59%) and about half in rural
areas (52%).

Across community types, relatively few say all
or most of their neighbors share their political

Urban dwellers place a higher premium
on racial and ethnic diversity

% saying itis ___ to them, personally, to live in a
community that is racially and ethnically diverse

Very Somewhat
important important NET
All adults 37 59
Suburban 37 59
Rural 36 52

Note: Figures may not add to subtotals due to rounding.
Source: Survey of U.S. adults conducted Feb.-Rarch 11, 2018.
OWhat Unites and Divides Urban, Suburban aftlral Communitie$

PEW RESEARCH CENTER
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views: About a quarter in urban (25%) and rural (24%) communities and 19% in the suburbs say
this is the case. Perhaps not surprisingy, given the politica | makeup of urban and rural
communities, majorities of Republicans in cities (59%) and Demaocrats in rural areas (57%) say
only some or none of their neighbors share their political views.

Living among politically like -minded people is not a top priority f or most Americans: Only one-in-
ten or fewer in urban (10%), suburban (8%) and rural (6%) communities say it is very important to
them personally to live in a community where most people share their political views. Still, many
say this is at least somewhatimportant to them (46%, 43% and 38%, respectively).

Urban and rural residents see drug addiction as atop-tier problem in their local community

About half of urban (50%) and

rural (46%) adults say drug Concerns about drug addiction are greater among
addiction is a major problem adults without a college degree
where they live; a smaller but % saying drug addiction is a major problem in their local community
substantial share in the Urban Suburban Rural
suburbs (35%) saythe same

_ _ Al a s
about their local community.

Bachelor‘s-
39 27 39

Concerns about drug degree+
addiction vary significantly Some Colllege 39 47

. . . or less
along socio-economic lines.
Acrosscommunitytypes Note:d0 Some <coll egedé6 includes those with ai

) college but did not obtain agegree.
t hose without a sdr@: euhegol UG #iduis Sonducted Feb.-Rarch 11, 2018.
degree are more Iiker than OWhat Unites and Divide&Jrban, Suburban and Rural Communitiés
. . PEW RESEARCH CENTER
those with more education to
say drug addiction is a major
problem in their local community.

Certain problems are felt more deeply in some types of communities than in others. For example,
rural adults are more likely than their urban and suburban counterparts to say access to public
transportation and to high -speed internet are major problems. For their part, urban dwellers
express greater concern than those in suburban and rural areas about the availability of affordable
housing, crime, poverty and the quality of K-12 education in public schools.

www.pewesearchorg
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About four-inten U.S. adults live in or near the

community where they grew up About one-in-five adults have always

lived in or near the community where
About half of rural residents (47%) say they live in they grew up

or near the community where they grew up,
including about a quarter (26%) who say they have
always lived there. Among those in urban and

% saying they &

suburban areas, about four-in-ten say they . . Always
. . Do nat live A lived there
currently live in or near the community where they in/near the nearthe | 219%
. . i community

grew up (42% and 38%, respectively), with about ARl e they

P . y grew up Have lived
one-in-five in each saying that has always been the grew up elsewhere

o ;

case. 58% 42% § 20%

In urban, suburban and rural areas, more point to
family ties than to any other factor as one of the _ _

Note: Figures may not add to subtotals due to rounding.
main reasons why they stayed in the community Source: Survey of U.S. adults conducted Feb.-Barch 11, 2018.
where they grew up or Why they left and later dWhat Unites and Divides Urban, Suburban and Rural Communié
returned. About four -in-ten of those who left and PEWRESEARCH CENTER
came back (426) and 35% of those who have lived
in or near the same community their entire lives say
they have doneso to be near family. For both
groups, factors related to the quality of life in the
community, such as the cost of living, the climate,
amenities, schools, or the sense of community, are
the second mostcited reasons; 22% of those who
left and returned and 17% of those who never left Very Somewhat

About one-in-six residents in urban,
suburban and rural communities feel
very attached to their local community

% saying they feel to their local community

i NET
point to these factors. attached  attached
All adults 43 59
About half of adults who have always lived in or Urban 43 60
near the community where they grew up (52%) say Suburban W 60

all or most of their extended family members live
. . ~ . Rural m 41 57 .
within an hourds drive fromtuhe ‘ compared with

38% of those who moved away and returned, and Years in local community

even smaller shares of t ho&gthaﬁv&n deynét | ive in or
i )

near the community where they grew up (17%). 610 years e 54

11+ years 46 69

Source: Survey of U.S. adults conducted Feb.-Rarch 11, 2018.
OWhat Unites and Divide®Jrban, Suburban and Rural Communitié

PEW RESEARCH CENTER
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Across community types, relatively few say they feel very attached to the community where
they live

A majority of Ameri cans (59%) say they feel some attachment to their local community, but only
16% say they feel very attached; 41% say they are not too or not at all attached to the community
where they live. Adults in urban, suburban and rural areas report nearly identical levels of
attachment to their local community.

In each of the three types of communities, those who have lived in their community for more than

a decade and who have made connections with their neighbors are the most likely to feel a sense of
attachment. About severtin-ten adults who have lived in their community more than a decade

(69%) say they feel very or somewhat attached to their local community, compared with 54% of

those who have lived in their community six to 10 years and 44% of those who have doe so less

than six years. And while 77% of those who say they know all or most of their neighbors say they

feel attached to their local community, a narrower majority of those who know some of their

neighbors (55%) and about wanytofitheir ngighbots (32%)say the wh o d o n
same.

Small er shares of adults in rural areas than i
away

About a third of U.S. adults (32%) say they would want to move to a different community if they

could, while 37% say they woubude Gneit-fowmnltresidents mov e a
say they would move if given the chance,
compared with 37% of those in urban areas Among those who sa
and 34% of suburbanites. Among adults move, urban reS|dents most Ilkely to
younger than 30, however, about an equal choose a different type of community
share in urban (42%) and rural (39%) areas % of ___who say they would move to a different
say they would move if they could; 48% of community if they could saying they would like to mov e
young adults in the suburbs say the same. to ¢

Urban Suburban Rural

residents residents residents
Among those whg say thgy would want to Urban area 23 5
move, many, particularly in suburban and

Suburban area 41 39

rural areas, say they would like to stay in the
. Rural area 4
same type of community. For example, about v 35 0

. . Not e: Share of respondents wh
four-in-ten adults in the suburbs who would Source: Survey of U.S. adults conducted Feb.-Rarch 11, 2018.
like to move (41%) say they would choose to dWhat Unites and Divides Urban, Suburban and Rural Communiéi
move to another suburban community. PEW RESEARCH CENTER

Similarly, 40% of those in rural areas who
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report they would like to move say they would move to another rural community.

Among urban dwellers who say they would like to move, similar shares say they would like to stay
in an urban area (28%) as say they would like to move to a rural community (30%). About four-in-
ten (41%) would like to move to the suburbs.

Rural residents are more likely than those in cities or suburbs to say they know all or most
of their neighbors, but no more likely to interact with them

Four-in-ten adults in rural communities say they

know all or most of their neighbors, compared with Four-in-ten rural residents know all or
28% in the suburbs and 24% in urban areas. most of their neighbors; shares are
However, among those who know at leastsome of smaller in urban, suburban areas
their neighbors, rural Americans are no more likely % saying they know all or most of their neighbors
than their urb an and suburban counterparts to say

they interact with them on a regular basis. All adults _ 31

Urban

N
S

About half of adults who know at least some of their
neighbors in urban (53%), suburban (49%) and Suburban
rural (47%) communities say they have faceto-face
conversations with a neighbor at least once a week.
Other forms of communication, such as exchanging Source: Survey of U.S. adults conducted Feb.-Rarch 11, 2018.

. . OWhat Unites and Divides Urban, Suburban and Rural Communid
emails or text messages or talking on the phone

. . . . PEW RESEARCH CENTER

with neighbors, are less common: About one-in-five
or fewer in urban, rural and suburban areas say this
happens at least once a week.

N
|O.

Rural 40

Americans are generally trusting of their neighbors, but those in suburban and rural areas are
more so. For example, about sixin-ten of those in the suburbs (62%) and in rural communities
(61%) say they have a neighbor they would trust with a set of keg to their home, compared with
about half (48%) in urban areas.

There is little variation among those living in different types of communities in the share reporting
they have social support, feel optimistic about their lives or feel lonely. And the idea that life in the
city feels more hectic than life in the country is not borne out by the data i only about one-in-ten
urban, suburban and rural residents say they always or almost always feel they are too busy to
enjoy their lives.

www.pewesearchorg
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1. Demographic and ecanomic trends in urban, suburban
and rural communities

Three key demographic forces have reshaped the Shrinking share of Americans in rural counties
overall U.S. population in recent years: growing % of total U.S. population living in each county type
racial and ethnic diversity, increasing

immigration and rising numbers of older adults. 90% -
But these trends are playing out differently inthe - -
nationds rural, urban and subur bgn ss

communities, touching some more than others. % 7314

Urban Suburban Rural

16 14

o _ 2000 2012-16 2000 2012-16 2000 2012-16
Likewise, recent U.S. population growth also has

been uneven. Urban counties have grown at Urban counties no longer majority white
roughly the overall national rate of 13% since % of population who are non-Hispanic white
2000. Suburban and small metropolitan areas 0% e

have grown more briskly. Rural counties have - 6 82 W=
lagged, and half of them have fewer residents L, | 51% mrym
now than they did in 2000. .

0

2000 2012-16 2000 2012-16 2000 2012-16
According to a Pew Research Center analysis of

census data, since 2000, U.S. urban and Smallest immigrant share in rural counties

suburban populations have grown at least as % of population who are foreign born

much as they did over the prior decade. But the
tota| rura| popu|ation has grown |ess than |t d|d B0 v
in the 1990s, when rising numbers fed hope of a

30 Sedmimdadsdnidednindadsdad santdnintednded sdndnindndndnd st - Anane - Anane -
mo d e sl redound. 6 As a resul t, sa [FEH me Wh a'f 3 4
. . . 0
smaller share of Americans now live in rural 2000 2012-16 2000 2012-16 2000 2012-16

counties (14% vs. 16% in 2000).
The population is aging in all county types

% of population who are age 65 and older i
More recently, the Census Bureaudbés popul ation

estimates for 2017 show a oneyear uptick in the o
nationés r ur laolghpobepaudhdot i 66 N, t
make up for previous declines. Analysis by B0
demographer Kenneth M. Johnson attributed o 1 % 12 15 15 | 18

the increase toqains in rural communities on the 2000 2012-16 2000 2012-16 2000 2012-16
edge of metropolitan areas while more remote Note: Col

counties continued to lose population. Sta

Sou arch C 3 ane

or Health

SF3 data and 2012-2016 American Community St

PEW RESEARCH CENTER
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The flow of people in and out of different types
of U.S. countiesis affecting their size and
composition. Since 2000, more people left

rural counties for urban, suburban or small
metro counties than moved in from those
areas. Because there were not enough new
immigrants to offset those departures, rural
counties as a goup grew only because they had
more births than deaths.

At the national level, non-Hispanic whites
make up the majority of the population, but a
key demographic shift is underway: Whites are
a shrinking share of the population and
expected to be less tharhalf by midcentury as
other groups grow more rapidly. Whites have
become a minority of the population in most
urban counties since 2000, while remaining
the majority in 90% of suburban and small
metro counties and 89% of rural ones.

Another key demographic trend, the rise in
immigration in recent decades, has raised the
foreign-born share of the U.S. population
overall and has increased the share in each
type of county, although to varying degrees.
Immigrants, along with their children and
grandchildren, have accounted for the majority
of U.S. population growth since 1965. But
immigrants are more concentrated in cities and
suburbs than in rural areas. On the flip side,
the majority of rural counties now have fewer
U.S.-born residents than in 2000, a key factor
in their dwindling populations.

What is an urban, suburban or rural
county?

This chapter compares three different types of
communities among the
on a National Center for Health Statistics (NCHS
classification system. The analysis covers 3,130
of the nationds 3,142
equivalents such as parishes and independent
cities. SeeMethodologyfor more detail.

Urban core counties: These 68 countiesd for
example, MiamiDade County, Milwaukee County
and San Diego Count$ are located in the 53
U.S. metropolitan areas with at least a million
people. In the NCHS classification system they
are called o0l arge cent
about threeinten Americans (31%) live in them.
These counties are sometimes referred to simply
as ourbandé or oOcitieso

Suburban and small metro counties: These
1,093 countiesds omet i mes cal l €
this reportd include those ouside the core cities
of the largest metro areas, as well as the entirety
of other metropolitan areas. This group includes
ol arge fringe metro, 0
metrod6 counties in the
system. About half of Americans (55%) live
suburban counties and smaller metropolitan
areas, among them New Haven County,
Connecticut, DeKalb County (near Atlanta), and
Boise County, Idaho.

Rural: These 1,969 counties are located in non
metropolitan areas. Only 14% of Americans live
in them. These communities, with a median
population size of 16,535, include counties or
county equivalents such as Evangeline Parish,
Louisiana; Navajo County, Arizona; and Elk
County, Pennsylvania.

www.pewesearchorg
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A third major population L . : .
driver i the aging of the giant ~ Majority of U.S. counties are rural, especially in the

Baby Boom generationi also Midwest

has varying impacts on -
different county types. Rural {5 v
areas have a higher share of E S
adults who are ages 65 and el S r
older than urban or suburban . : s . A
counties. But suburban % : & aife P s
counties have experienced the v 1 i & o
sharpest increases in the % Be . el
number of older adults since = ;
2000.  LIANE, %

3 B Urban
The analysis in this chapter iﬁl:;rbsand sniimees: 3
relies mainly on Census
Bureau data. Current numbers
for county characteristics Source Pew Research Center analysis of National Center for Hedtatistics UrbanRural

. Classification Scheme for Counties.
come from the American 0 What Unites and Divides Urban, Suburba

Community Survey (ACS) PEW RESEARCH CENTER
combined data for 2012-2016,

the latest available. Current
numbers for natural increase/decrease and migration flows Population growth in
come from population estimates for 2014, the most comparable rural counties since 2000
year to the ACSdata because it is the midpoint of the combined has trailed other areas

ACS data used in this chapter. Seé/l ethodology for more detail. Population (in millions)

Change
Suburbs growing more rapidly than rural or Ut % % (°—/i’;
urban areas Suburban 150 175 16
About 46 million Americans | i veRurali n “he*®*natfonos

175 million in its suburbs and small metros and about 98 million Note: County categories based on the
National Center for Health Statistics Urbai

in its urban core counties. Rural Classification Scheme for Counties.
Source: Pew Research Center analysis of
2000 decennial census SF3ata and

As a group, the population in rural counties grew 3% since 2000,  2012-2016 American Community Survey

data.
less than their 8% growth in the 1990s. Urban county population oavsh at Unites and Di

rose 13% since 2000 and the population in suburban and small and Rural Communiti
metro counties went up 16%, growth rates somewhat higher than PEWRESEARCH CENTER
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in the 1990s.2 The share of U.S. residents who live in rural counties declined in the 190s and since
2000, but rose in suburban counties during both periods and held steady in urban counties.

Although the rural population as a whole has grown since 2000, the majority of populations in
individual rural count ies have not. Since the turn of the century, the population declined in 52% of
rural counties i 1,024 of 1,969.Among the hardest hit counties were those where the economy is
based on farming, about a fifth of rural counties.

Growth factors vary for cities, suburbs and rural areas

There are four main drivers of population gain or loss at the county level: births, deaths, new
immigrants coming from abroad or leaving, and people moving to or from other U.S. counties
(including immigrants already living in the U.S.). The census numbers show th at these factors are
affecting cities, suburbs and rural communities differently.

Urban areas gained 1.6 million net new migrants since 2000, with a surplus of immigrants more
than offsetting a loss of people who moved out to suburbs or rural areas. As a groupurban
counties had 9.8 million more births than deaths, further bolstering their populations

Suburbs have gained population from international and domestic migration, while
rural areas fell behind

Total international migration by Total domestic migration by Net international and domestic

county type, 2000-2014, in county type, 2000-2014, in migration by county type,

millions millions 2000-2014, in millions

Suburban 5.4 | 6.4 | 11.7
Rural| 0.6 10 || 0.4

Note: County categories based on the National Center for Health Statistics UrBamal Classification Scheme for Counties.
Source: Pew Research Center analysis of U.S. Census Bureau 2800 2014 county population estimates.
OWhat Unites aand Shiibwirdeasn Wrnbd Rur al Communi tieso

PEW RESEARCH CENTER

2 Growth in the 1990s was measured over a 1fear period, and growth since 2000 was measured over 14 years, using a dataset covering
2012-2016.
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Suburban and small metro counties have grown since 2000 because ofgains in all the drivers of
population change. They gained 11.7 million new residents by drawing former residents of U.S.
urban and rural areas, as well as immigrants from abroad. On top of that, they had 12.1 million

more births than deaths.

It was a different picture for rural counties, however, where move -outs since 2000 exceeded move
ins. As a group, they had a net loss of 380,000 people who moved out. The loss would hag been
larger T more than 950,000 people i had it not been partly offset by about 600,000 new
immigrants. The total population of rural counties grew only through natural increase i that s,
they had 1.2 million more births than deaths.

Rural population loss largest in Midwest

Patterns of births, deaths, migration and immigration vary greatly among regions, and generally
illustrate the long -term trend of

Americans favoring the Sunbelt Most rural counties in the Midwest have lost
states of the South and West over  population

Northeastern or Midwestern Population gain or loss since 2000 among rural U.S. counties
states. These regional differences

persist within each county type.

Among rural counties, a majority

\ ' v
in the Northeast and Midwest lost ?
population since 2000, while a o3

4
majority in the South and e

. . A
especially the West gained ™

population. One factor behind the
regional difference is that rural
counties in the Northeast and
Midwest were more likely than

other rural areas to have more A ks wodialin
deaths than births. These counties Nota rural county

also were more Ilkely to have Note: County categories based on the National Center felealth Statistics UrbarRural

experienced a net loss of migrants Classification Scheme for Counties.
. . Source: Pew Research Center analysis2000 decennial census SF3 data and 2012016
I more people moving out than American Community Survey data.

movingin 0 Wh at Unites and Divides Urban, Suburbar
PEWRESEARCH CENTER

W Rural county that gained ‘i
population or remained the
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The population trends of rural counties are linked to their economic profiles. 3 As a group, the

nationbs 391

r u riahkavily @ncamitrategl in the Graxni Flaess’ have lost total

population since 2000, while rural counties with other types of economies gained population.

The total population of rural counties with recreation -basedand government-basedeconomies
grew more since 2000 than the populations of other rural county types. One reason recreation-
based counties grew was that they had a net gain of new residents who moved fnm other U.S

counties, the only rural county type to have a gain in net domestic migration. An analysis by the

Population Reference Bureaufound that rural
recreation-based counties were especially
likely to have growing numbers of residents 65
and older, while rural farming -based counties
were losing residents in that age group.

Among urban areas, the Midwest had the
largest share of populaion -losing counties
since 2000: 42% of urban counties in this
region, including the ones that encompass
Chicago (Cook County, llinois), Detroit
(Wayne County, Michigan), and Cleveland
(Cuyahoga @unty, Ohio), lost population.

Among suburban and small metro counties,
about a quarter of the ones in the Northeast
and Midwest lost population since 2000, a
higher share than in other regions. A majority
of Northeast and Midwest suburban counties
had a netgain of migrants, but that was mainly
due to immigratio n. A majority had a net loss
of residents to urban or rural U.S. counties
during this period.

A majority of rural counties d especially
in the Northeast and Midwest & have
more people moving out than moving in

% of counties

€ wit

é wi t more people

é | o s more deaths moving out

population  than births than moving

since 2000 since 2000 in since 2000
Urban 15 3 50
Northeast 13 7 93
Midwest 42 0 92
South 11 4 26
West 0 0 14
Suburban 18 13 34
Northeast 23 20 40
Midwest 24 9 48
South 16 16 29
West 5 7 19
Rural 52 41 68
Northeast 54 53 63
Midwest 68 48 85
South 44 37 57
West 34 31 58

Note: County categories based on the National Center for Health
Statistics UrbanRural Classification Scheme for Counties.
Source: Pew Research Center analysis of U.S. Census Bureau 2
and 2014 county population estimates.

0 Wh at Uni tedrbhad, DBubdeban an

PEW RESEARCH CENTER

3 This analysis relies on a U.S. Department of Agriculture Economic Research Service typology that classifiesesobased on six non
overlapping categories of economic dependenctrming, mining, manufacturingfederal/state government, recreation and nonspecialized.
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Suburban counties are graying more
rapidly than other types

% change in age group since 2000 by county type

Older adults are a higher share of
the population in rural areas than in
urban and suburban counties

A key demographic trend shaping the makeup of Urban Suburban Rural
local populations, as well as the nation as a Younger than 18 | 1 G 9
whole, is the rising numper of older Americans. ages 1864 B ‘ e 3
The Baby Boom geeration, born between 1946

and 1964, began turning 65 in 2011 and all will 65+ % =

have reached that ageby 2030.

Note: County categories based on the Nation@enter for Health
Statistics UrbanRural Classification Scheme for Counties.
Source: Pew Research Center analysis of 2000 decennial census

While the population is aging in all three county
types, this is happening more rapidly in U.S.

SF3 data and 20122016 American Community Survey data.
OWhat Unites and Divides Urba&
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suburban and small metro counties. The 65-and-
older population grew 39% in the suburbs since
2000, compared with 26% in urban and 22% in rural
counties.

Nationally and in each county type, the older adult
population grew more sharply since 2000 than any other
age groupi young children, school-age children, young
adults or middle -aged adults. In rural areas, the
population younger than 18 declined during this period.
As a result,in each county type, adults ages 65 and older
now make up a larger share of the total population than in
2000.

As a group, rural counties skew older than suburban and
urban counties: 18% of rural residents are 65 or older vs.
15% in suburban and small metro counties and 13% in
cities.

Rural counties also have a smaller share of young adults
than urban or suburban populations.

www.pewesearchorg

Rural counties as a whole
have a higher share of older
Americans than cities or
suburbs

% of total population in each county type

® Urban = Suburban = Rural
Younger_ 23
than 18 23
22
B s
18-34 23
21
B 390
35-64 39
39
[ K
65+ 15
18

Note: County categories based on the National
Center for Health Statistics UrbafRural
Classification Scheme for Counties.

Source: Pew Research Center analysis of 2012
2016 American Community Survey data.
OWhat Unites and Divid
Rur al Communitieso
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What is atypical urban
county?

Franklin County,
Ohio

There is so much variability among
counties that no single one is
perfectly typical, butFranklin
County, Ohiqg is a good example.

The county seat is Columbus, the
state capital. Like urban counties
overall, it is growing, ltough its
current population of 1.2 million is
somewhat larger than the median
urban county. The population is
about twothirds nonHispanic white,
a higher share than for urban
counties overall, but as with other
urban counties, the white share has
declined. Franklin County has a
similar share of adults ages 65 and
older (11%) and the same share of
people in poverty (17%) as the typical
urban county. As did urban counties
overall, it gained primeage workers
since 2000.

Named for Benjamin Franklin, the
county is home to Ohio State
University (and its Buckeyes sports
teams). The county has voted
Democratic in presidential elections
since 1996. The corporate
headquarters for Nationwide
Insurance and Limited Brands are
located in Columbus. The region also
has the highest number of refugee
arrivals in Ohio, and one of the
largest populations of Somali
refugees in the country.
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What is a typical suburban
county?

]
Hunt County,
Texas

Hunt County, Texashas many
characteristics of the typical
suburban or small metro county. It
belongs to the Dallag~ort Worth
metropolitan area. Its growing
population of about 89,000 includes
d as is true of most suburbs a
declining share who are no#Hispanic
white (73%).

As with other suburbs, the oldeadult
population is rising; 15% of residents
are ages 65 and older. The number
of people in poverty, 19% of the total
population, also went up since 2000.
The number of employed residents
ages 25 to 54 ticked down, as idrue
of the typical suburb.

Named for Texas political figure
Memucan Hunt, it became a county
in 1846. Greenville is the county seat
and the largest town. In its early
days, the county economy depended
on cotton farming, but now
education, manufacturing an
agribusiness are more important.
Most workers are employed at jobs
within the county, but about a third
work outside the county, including in
Dallas. In recent decades, the county
mainly has voted for Republican
presidential candidates.

What is a typical rural
county?

Potter County, Pennsylvania looks
like a typical rural county in many
ways. Its population of about 17,000
has declined since 2000, as did the
majority of rural counties. The share
of nonHispanic whites in the total
population is highd 97% o and
barely changed since 2000.

As withother rural counties, older
adults are a growing part of the
populationd 22% are at least 65
years old. About 14% of residents are
poor, a small increase from 2000.
The number of employed adults of
prime working age (25 to 54) fell by
more than 1,100 sinae 2000.

The county was named for James
Potter, a Pennsylvania political figure
who was born in Ireland. Its
presidential votes in recent decades
have gone to Republicans. The
county is among those affected by a
boom in drilling for shale natural gas.
Accading to a U.S. Department of
Agriculture count
economy is mainly recreatio#based.
Its attractions include Cherry Springs
State Park, which is noted for
stargazing.





























































































































































































