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Being Christian in Western Europe

The majority of Europe’s Christians are non-practicing, but they
differ from religiously unaffiliated people in their views on God,
attitudes toward Muslims and immigrants, and opinions about

religion’s role in society

Most Western Europeanscontinue to

Western Europe, where Protestant identi hristi h hf
Christianity originated and Catholicism has identify as Christians, though few
regularly attend church

been based formost of its history, has become
A Across 15 countries, median %é
oneoft he worl ddés most secdr ar regions
Although the vast majority of adults say they 91%
were baptized, today many do not describe 81 71
themselves as Christians Some saythey
gradually drifted away from religion, stopped
believing in religious teachings, or were
alienated by scandals orchurch positions on
social issues according to a major new Pew
Research Center survey of religious beliefs , ,

Baptized Raised Currently Attend

and practices in Western Europe. Christian ~ Christian  services

monthly or
more

22

Source:Survey conducted AprAugust 2017 in 15 countries. See
Methodology for details.
0Being Christian in Western Et
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Yet most adults surveyed still do consider themselves Christians, even if they seldom go to church.
Indeed, the surveyshows that non-practicing Christians (defined, for the purposes of this report,
as people who identify as Christians, but attend church servicesno more than a few times per year)
make up the biggestshare of the population acrossthe region. In every country except Italy, they
are more numerous than church-attending Christians (those who go to religious services at least
once a month). In the United Kingdom, for exa mple, there are roughly three times as many non-
practicing Christians (55%) as there are church-attending Christians (18%) defined this way.

In most Western European countries, nonpracticing Christians are largest group

% who are é

Other
Church-attending Religiously religion/
Christians Non-practicing Christians unaffiliated don’t know/ref.

Austria

Belgium

1
== Denmark
=

[ 9 |
I8 France

== Germany

Finland

1n Jreland

Il ltaly

Portugal

= Spain

Sweden

Switzerland
UK
MEDIAN 18% 46% 5%

Note: Churchattending Christians are defined as those whgay theyattend church at least monthly. Nogpracticing Christians are defined as
those who attend less often. Other religiomdo n 6 t /rdf. are mostly Muslim respondents. General population surveys in Western Europe mg
not fully capture the size ofninority populations such as Muslims Therefore, these figures may differ from previouslylpished demographic
estimates. Figures may not add to 100% due to rounding.

Source: Survey conducted Apflugust 2017 in 15 countries. See Methodology for details.

oBeing Christian in Western Europebo

PEW RESEARCH CENTER

Wi
m

www.pewesearchorg



8
PEW RESEARCH CENTER

Non-practicing Christians also

outnumber the religiously Majorities across Western Europe identify as Christian
unaffiliated population % who say they are Christian
(people who identify as L10-49% M 50-64% M6574% M 75%+ []Non-surveyed country

atheist, agnosticorinot hi ng i n o
particular, 6 sometimes called
the A n o D ¢ snost of the
countries surveyed.! And, even
after a recent surge in
immigration from the Middle
East and North Africa, there
are many more non-practicing
Christians in Western Europe
than people of all other
religions combined (Muslims,
Jews, Hindus, Buddhists, etc.).

Denmark
65%

Neth. ‘S
41%
Belg. /1
55%)

S
i\ Germany

Thesefigure s raise some
obvious questions: What is the
meaning of Christian identity
in Western Europe today? And
how different are non-
practicing Christians from
religiously unaffiliated
Europeansi many of whom

also come from Christian Port.

83%

backgrounds? " 7
NoteetRespondents were asked oWhat is your |

The Pew Research Center Jewish, Buddhist, Hindu, atheist, agnost

tudy i hich i lved Source: Survey conducted Apflugust 2017 in 15 countries. SeeMethodology for details.

Study I which involved more 0Being Christian in Western Europebd

than 24,000 telephone PEW RESEARCH CENTER

1To measure religious identity, the [fresentreRyoms, &any?@leyoChngtissnrMudim, dewishy as k s:
Buddhist, Hindu,atheisttagnosti ¢, something else or nothing isultipraoretrespondénssr 26 The wo
giving a religious affiliation (saying they are Christian or Muslim, for example) than previous surveys in some countriggarly if those

surveys used what sesesparapprsesachl i1 o aForekamme, tbdbusopeandSeamt Surfey (Ea&)si kosn:. 0 Do

you consider yourselfasbelngi ng t o any parti cul@uml yr erlei sgp oonnd eonrt sd ewnhoomi snaayt i ooyne?sé6 t o t
presented with a list of religions to choose fronThe twastep approach tends to find smallesharesof people who say they are Christians (or

belong to some other religious group) and largersharesof people with no religiord than are found by surveys that use a orgtep approach

to religious identification, as Pew Research Center does. Both approaches are valid, though the results may d#iéerpage36 for more

discussion of question wording and an analysis of ESS data on religious identity.

www.pewesearchorg
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interviews with randomly selected adults, including nearly 12,000 non-practicing Christians 1
finds that Christian identity remains a meaningful marker in Western Europe , even among those
who seldom go to church. It is not justafi n o mi ideatity@ev oid of practical importance . On the
contrary, the religious, political and cultural views of non -practicing Christians often differ from
those of church-attending Christians and religi ously unaffiliated adults. For example:

1 Although many non-practicing Christians say theydonotbelieve i n God fAas desc]
t he Bi b Hoaendto belleve yn some other higher power or spiritual force. By
contrast, most church-attending Christians say they believe in the biblical depiction of God.
And a clearmajority of religiously unaffiliated adults do not believe in any type of higher
power or spiritual force in the universe.

1 Non-practicing Christians tend to express more positive than negativeviews toward
churches and religious organizations, saying they serve society by helping the poor and
bringing communities together . Their attitudes toward religious institutions are not quite
asfavorable asthose of church-attending Christians, but they are more likely than
religiously unaffiliated Europeans to say churches and other religious organizations
contribute positively to society .

1 Christian identity in Western Europe is associated with higher levels of negative sentiment
toward immigrants and religious minorities. On balance, ®If-identified Christians i
whether they attend church or not i are more likely than religiously unaffiliated people to
express negative viewsof immigrants, as well as of Muslims and Jews.

1 Non-practicing Christians are less likely than church-attending Christians to express
nationalistviews. St i I | , t hey are more |ikely than fAinones
superior to others and that it is necessaryto have thecountry6 s  dm to share the
national identity (e.g., one must have Spanishfamily background to be truly Spanish).

1 The vast majority of non-practicing Christians, like the vast majority of the unaffiliated in
Western Europe, favor legal abortion and same-sex marriage. Church-attending Christians
are more conservative on these issues, though even among churchgoing Christians, there is
substantial support i and in several countries, majority support i for legal abortion and
same-sex marriage.

1 Nearly all churchgoing Christians who are parents or guardians of minor children ( those

under 18) say they are raising those children in the Christian faith. Among non-practicing
Christians, somewhat feweri though still the overwhelming majority i say they are

www.pewesearchorg
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bringing up their children as Christians. By contrast, religiously unaffiliated parents
generally are raising their children with no religion.

www.pewesearchorg
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Christian identity in Europe remains a religious, social and cultural marker

Across 15 countries, medi an % who &

General Church-attending
population Christians

Religious beliefs

Believe in God as described in the Bible 27%

Believe in other higher power or spiritual force 38 E

Religion in society/politics

Say government should support religious 36% 58Y%

values and beliefs 0

Agree churches and other religious

organizations play an important role in helping 62

poor and needy

Immigration/religious minorities

Say immigrants from the Middle East .

arenothonest ...

Say immigration should be reduced 38 m

ééj/ s fana Iy 'i'h'éthbéfiB I, S

with their national culture and values 2 m

Are not willing to accept Jews in their family 17 . 14

Are not willing to accept Muslims in their family 24 m

Nationalism/national identity

Completely/mostly agree “our people are not

perfect, but our culture is superior toothers” 9% KN

Say it is very/somewhat important to have ____

family background to be truly ___ (e.g., German 53

family background to be truly German)

Social issues

Favor legal abortion in all/some cases 81%

Favor legal gay marriage 75 m

Are raising children as Christian 70%

Non-practicing
Christians

Religiously
unaffiliated

Note: Churchattending Christians are defined as those whgay theyattend church at least monthly. Noypracticing Christians aredefined as

those who attend less often.
Source: Survey conducted Apflugust 2017 in 15 countries. See Methodology for details.
0Being Christian in Western Europebo
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Religious identity and practice are notthe only factorsb e hi nd Eur opeans6 bel
these issues. For instance, highly educated Europeans are generally more accepting of immigrants
and religious minorities , and religiously unaffiliated adults tend to have more years of schooling
than non-practicin g Christians. But even after statistical techniques are usedto control for
differences in education, age,gender and political ideology, the survey shows thatchurchgoing
Christians, non-practicing Christians and unaffiliated Europeans express different r eligious,

cultural and social attitudes. (See page27 of this Overview and Chapter 1)

These are among the key findings of a new Pew Research Center survey of 24,59andomly
selectedadults across 15 countries in Western Europe Interviews were conducted on mobile and
landline telephones from April to August, 2017, in 12languages. The survey examines not just
traditional Christian religious beliefs and behaviors, opinions about the role of religious

institutions in society, and views on nationa | identity, immigrants and religious minorities , but

al so Europeans6 attitudes toward Eastern and
second half of this Overview more closely examines the beliefs and other characteristics of the
religiously unaffiliated population in the region.

While the vast majority of Western Europeans identify as either Christian or religiously

unaffiliated , the survey also includes interviews with people of other (non-Christian) religions as
well as with some who decline to answer questions about their religious identity . But, in most
countries, the surveyd sample sizesdo not allow for a detailed analysis of the attitudes of people in
this group. Furthermore, this category is composed largely of Muslim respondents, and general
population surveys may underrepresent Muslims and other small religious groups in Europe
becausethese minority populations often are distributed differently throughout the country than

is the general population; additionally, some members of these groups (especially recent
immigrants) do not speak the national language well enough to participate in a survey. As a result,
this report does not attempt to characterize the views of religious minorities such asMuslims,
Jews, Buddhists or Hindus in Western Europe.

What is a median?

On many questions throughout this report, median percentages are reported to help readers see overall
patterns. The median is themiddle number in a list of figures sorted in ascending or descendimgder. In a
survey of 15 countries, the median result is the eighth on a list of coursyel findings ranked in order.

www.pewesearchorg
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Non-practicing Christians widely believe in Godor another higher power

Most non-practicing Christian sin Europe believe in God. But their concept of God differs
considerably from the way that churchgoing Christians tend to conceive of God.While most
church-attending Christians say they believe in Godfias described in the Bible o non-practicing
Christians are more apt to say
that they do not believein the
biblical depiction of God, but
that they believe in some other

Most non-practicin g Christians in Europe believein
God, but not necessarily as described in the Bible

. .. i i 0, A
hlgherpowerorspmtualforce Across 15 countries, medi an % who é
in the universe. 27% Believe in God as described in the Bible

General . . .
For instance. in Catholic- population 38 Believe in other higher power
26 Do not believe in any higher power

majority Spain, only about
ONE-IN-FIVE MON-PIACHGING
Christians (21%) believe in 4%

~ . Church-
God fescribeddn the attending
Bi bl e, 0 -insenisaye s i x Christians
they believe in some other
higher power or spiritual
force. 24%

Non-practicing
Christians k&

|

Non-practicing Christians and
i n o n e sdivergelslwamply
on this question; most
unaffiliated people in Western

. . Religiousl
Europe do not believe in God una;ﬁ:ia"tez

or a higher power or spiritual 61
force of any kind. (See page43

Note: Muslim respondents were not asked these questions. Chusattending Christians are

for more details on belief in defined as those whasay theyattend church at least monthly. Nowpracticing Christians are
o defnedas t hose who attend | ess oftermwn Dondt

God among rellglously Source: Survey conducted Ap#lugust 2017 in 15 countries. See Methodology for details.

una_fﬁliatedadults_) 0Being Christian in Western Europebod
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Similar patterns i in which
Christians tend to hol d s piirgrevail anla vaietylof othér beliekeh i | e fin
such as the possibility of life after death and the notion that humans have souls apartfrom their

physical bodies. M ajorit ies of non-practicing Christians and church-attending Christians believe in

www.pewesearchorg
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theseideas. Most religiously unaffiliated adults, on the other hand, reject belief in an afterlife, and
many do not believe they have a soul.

Indeed, many religiously unaffiliated adults eschew spirit uality and religion entirely. Majorities

agree with the statementssi Ther e ar e n o gshp universe, wrdylthe fawsroftnatiged i n

and fiScience makes religion unnecessary in my |if§@e
church-attending Christians and non-practicing Christians, though in most countries roughly a

quarter or more of non -practicing Christians say science makes religion unnecessary to them(For

a detailed statistical analysis combining multiple questions into scales of religious commitment

and spirituality, see Chapters3 and 5.)

www.pewesearchorg
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Most religiously unaffiliated Europeans sayscience makes religion unnecessary

% who completely/mostly agree with the statement , fiSciencema kes r el i gi on unnecessary

Church-attending Non-practicing Religiously | General

Christians Christians unaffiliated population
= Austria 13% @ 27%@® | 29% ®67%
"Belglum ................................ 19. .................. 33. ............ |40 ........................... .58 .........................................................................
==Denmark ........................... 1 7‘ .................... 32. ............... |41 .......................................... .67 .........................................................
F';leand AAAAAAAAAAAAAAAA 10.28.|34.65 AAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAA
"France ......................................... 2 2(.23 ......... |31 .................................. .53 ...................................................................................
= Germany 130 22 |31 069
I”reland ............................... 17. ....... 25.|28 ........................................................... .63 ................................................................
I”taly ................................... 17.29|.30 .............................................. .59 ........................................................................
=Neth ............................ 14.25. ................... |36 ........................... .54 .................................................................................
=Norway 5. ................................... 28. ........................ |42 ............................................ .69 ....................................................
Portugal ............................ 17.26.|28 ................................................ ‘57 ...........................................................................
=Spam 18. ............ 29. ............. |37 .......................................... .63 ................................................................
==Sweden 12.30. ..................... | 42 ..................................... .65 ............................................................
SWItZ ..................................... 19. ....... 27. ........ |32 ................................................ .61 ...................................................................
EEUK ................................. 1 5.21. .................. |31.67 ........................................................
MEDIAN 170 270 |32 @63

Note: Churchkattending Christians are defined as those wheay theyattend church at least monthly. Nogpracticing Christians are defined &
those who attend less often.

Source: Survey conducted Apflugust 2017 in 15 countries. See Methodology for detasl

oBeing Christian in Western Europebo
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Views on relationship between government and religion

Generally speaking, Western Europeansdo not look favorably on entanglements between their
governments and religion. Indeed, the predominant view in all 15 countries surveyed is that
religion should be kept separate from government policies (median of 60%), as opposed to the
position that government policies should support religious values and beliefs intheir country
(36%).

Non-practicing Christians tend to say religion should be kept out of government policy. Still,
substantial minorities (median of 35%) of non -practicing Christians think the govern ment should
support religious values and beliefs in their country i and they are much more likely than
religiously unaffiliated adults to take this position. For example, in the United Kingdom, 40 % of
non-practicing Christians say the government should support religious values and beliefs,
compared with 18%o0f A n o e s

In every country surveyed, church-attending Christians are much more likely than non-practicing
Christians to favor government support for religious values. In Austria, for example, a majority
(64%) of churchgoing Christians take this position, compared with 38% of non -practicing
Christians.

www.pewesearchorg
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Christians more likely than religiously unaffiliated to say government should support
religious values and beliefs

% who say government policies should support religious values and beliefs in the ir country

Religiously Non-practicing Church-attending | General

unaffiliated Christians Christians population
= Austria 16%@® 38% @ 43% @ 64%
"Belglum ....................... 14. ........... 23|.26 ..................... .42 .......................................................................................................
== : De n ma rk ................. 12 . ....... 2 0 ¢ 20 .......................... . 38 ..............................................................................................................
H: leand ....... g ........................... 20 |.21 .................................................................. .61 ....................................................................
11 France 100 20| @31 @51
== Germany 8@ 380 |40 @68
I”reland 14. AAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAA 37. ...... |41 AAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAA .58 AAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAA
I I . Ita ly ..................... 10 . ...................................... 35 . ............. |43 ................................. . 64 ..............................................................
=Neth ................................ 16. .................. 2 9|.32 .................................................. .63 ................................................................
=N0rway llllllllllllllllllllllllllll 16.|36.49 ............ .60 ......................................................................
ﬂ Po rtugal ................................. 20 . ......................... 38 . : |40 ................ . 52 ....................................................................................
=Spam AAAAAAAAAAAA 5. AAAAAAAAAAAAAAAA 17#17 AAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAA .34 AAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAA
--sweden ........ 5. .................. |15.21 ...................... .37 .................................................................................................................
HSWItZ ...................................... 20.43.|45 ................................. .66 ..........................................................
%UK 18. AAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAA 38|.40 AAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAA .58 AAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAA
MEDIAN 140 35 @|36 @58

Note: Churchattending Christians are defined as those whgay theyattend church at least monthly. Noypracticing Christians are defined as
those who attend less often.
Source: Survey conducted ApAlugust 2017 in 15 countries. See Methodologfor details.

0Being

Christian in Western Europebo
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The survey also gauged views on religious institutions, asking whether respondents agree with
three positive statements about churches and other religious organizationsi t hat t hey #Apr ot e

and strengthen morality in sorceéerdtyhen ibommuyniptey plh @
and fAplay an i mportant role in helping the poor an
whether they agree with negative assessments of religious institutions i that churches and other

religious organizawi bhspéhriei tepoi fifootaunsdd tfioaor em utcoho

concerned with money and power . o0

Once again, there are marked differences of opinion on these questions among Western Europeans
acrosscategories of religious identity and practice. Throughout the region, non-practicing

Christians are more likely than religiously unaffiliated adults to voice positive opinions of religious
institutions. For example, in Germany, a majority of non -practicing Christians (62%) agree that
churches and other religious organizations play an important role in helping the poor and needy,
compared with fewer than half (41%) of finones.

o

Church-attending Christians hold especially positive opinions about the role of religious
organizations in society. For example, nearly three-in-four churchgoing Christians in Belgium
(73%), Germany (73%) and Italy (74%) agree that churches and other religious institutions play an
important role in helping the poor and needy. (For more analysis of results on these questions, see
Chapter 6.)

www.pewesearchorg
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Majorities of non-practicing Christians say churches and other religious
organizations play an important role in helping poor and needy

% who agree with the statement,A Chur ches and ooganie&ions playlan igportant sole in helping the
poorand needyo

Religiously Non-practicing Church-attending | General

unaffiliated Christians Christians population
= Austria 33% @ 55%@ | 58% ®80%
"Belglum ....................................................................................... 48..|52 ................................. .73 ..............................................
AAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAA S
== Denmark 62 @ 73 @78 @85
H-leand74' ............... 8 6 ,,,,,, .89.93 ........
"France ...................................................................... 38. ............ 49.|50 .................. .63 ................................................................
== Germany 41 @ 59| 962 73
l”reland 40. ..................... 56. ......... |62 ....................... .78 ....................................
11 ltaly 340 90 | 58 e74
=Neth ................................................................................................................. 59. ........ 67|.69 ............................. ‘89 ...............
%Norway AAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAA 70.77#77 AAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAA .93 AAAAAAA
.‘ PO rtugal ,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,, 5 3. ,,,,,,,,,,,, 64 . . | é 7 ,,,,,,,,,,,, .78 ,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,
=Spam ........................................................................................................................................... . 70 ........ 81|.84 ....... .92 .........
==Sweden ,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,, 7 6.81|.84 llll .91 ,,,,,,,,,,,
B SWItZ AAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAA 30‘ AAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAA 50 .| A 51 ......................... . 68 AAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAA
EE . UK .................................................................... 34 . ........................ 50 |.51 ...................... . 67 ........................................................
MEDIAN a8 @ 62 962 @78

Note: Churchattending Christians are defined as those whgay theyattend church at least monthly. Nogracticing Christians are defined st
those who attend less often.

Source: Survey conducted ApAlugust 2017 in 15 countries. SeéVethodology for details.

0Being Christian in Western Europebo
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Both non-practicing and churchgoing Christians are more likely than the unaffiliated to
hold negative views of immigrants, Muslims and Jews

The survey, which was conductedfollowing a surge of immigration to Europe from Muslim -
majority countries, asked many questions about national identity, religious pluralism and
immigration.

Most Western Europeans say they are willing to acceptMuslims and Jews in their neighborhoods
and in their families, and most reject negative statementsabout these groups.And, on balance,
more respondents say immigrants are honest and hardworking than say the opposite.

But a clear pattern emerges Both church-attending and non-practicing Christians are more likely
than religiously unaffiliated adults in Western Europe to voice anti-immigra nt and anti-minority
views.

For example, in the UK, 45% of church-attending Christians say Islam is fundamentally

incompatible wit h British values and culture, as do roughly the same share of nonpracticing

Christians (47%). But among religiously unaffiliated adults, fewer (30%) say Islam is
fundamentally incompat i bl Eersisdsimilar gatteiniacrosscthent r y 6 s v a
regiononwhet her there should be restrictions on Musl.
Il i kel y t hasay Muslim wamsnoshould not be allowed to wear anyreligious clothing.

Although current debates on multiculturalism in Europe often focus on Islam and Muslims, there

also are long-standing Jewish communities in many Western European countries. The survey

finds Christians at all levels of religious observance are more likely than religiously unaffiliated

adults to say they would not be willing to accept Jews in their family, and, on balance, they are

somewhat more |ikely to agree with highly negative
pursue their own interests,andnot t he i nterest of the country they
these questions, see Chapter 1.)

www.pewesearchorg
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Christians more likelythand6 nonesd to say | sl am i s i

% whosay,il sl am is fundamentall ynt meullnemandvablbeswi th our co

Religiously Non-practicing Church-attending | General

unaffiliated Christians Christians population
= Austria 35%@  45%@ | 48% ®61%
11 Belgium 35@ 40| 48@48
= Denmark 300 43| 500 @55
4= Finland 54 @ 62 |@63@67
1N France 200 34| 410 @45
== Germany 320 44 |.45 @55
11 Ireland 28 @ s0@la1 @49
11 ltaly 29 @ 51@ |53 @63
= Neth 410 4|4 @47 @55
............................................................................................. G
¥ Norway 350  |440 @47
X Portugal 250026 |31 @35
= Spain 290 37/0 @43
== Sweden 330/@35 @43
........................................................................................ B
o Switz. 34 @ 400 |42 @53
__________________________________________________________________________________________________________ T
== UK 300 22| @@47

a5

MEDIAN 320 2| @ @49

Note: Churchkattending Christians are defined as those whgay theyattend church at least monthly. Nospracticing Christians are defined &
those who attend less often.

Source: Survey conducted Apflugust 2017 in 15countries. See Methodology for details.
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When it comes to immigration , Christians i both churchgoing and non-practicing i are more
likelythaninoneén Europe to say i mmigrant s nbthanestot he Mi d
hardworking, and to favor reducing immigration from current levels. 2 For example, 35% of

churchgoing Christians and 36% of non-practicing Christians in France say immigration to their

country should be reduced, compared with21% of fAnonesodo who take this pos

There are, however, exceptions to this general pattern In a few places,church-attending
Christians are more accepting of immigration and lesslikely to say immigration should be
reduced. In Finland, for example, just one -in-five churchgoing Christians favor reducing
immigration (19%), compared with larger shares among religiously unaffiliated adults (33%) and
non-practicing Christians (37%).

But overall, anti -immigrant, anti -Muslim and anti -Jewish opinions are more common among
Christians, at all levels of practice, than they are among Western Europeans with no religious
affiliation. This is not to say that most Christians hold these views: On the contrary, by most
measures and in most countries surveyed, only minorities of Christians voice negative opinions
about immigrants and religious minorities.

There also are other factors beyond religious identity that are closely connected with views on
immigration and religious minorities. For example, higher education and personally knowing
someone who is Muslim tend to go handin hand with more openness to immigration and religious
minorities. And identifying with th e political right is strongly linked to anti -immigration stances.

Still, even after using statistical techniques to control for a wide variety of factors (age, education,

gender, political ideology, personally knowing a Muslim or a Jewish person, personal assessments

of economicwel-bei ng, satisfaction with the countryds gen
who identify as Christian are more likely than those who have no religious affiliation to express

negative feelings about mmigrant s and religious minorit ies.

2Respondents were asked about their views toward i mmigrarntss from the
from Afracathosacthrom Nigeria. 6
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Non-practicing Christians more likely than unaffiliated to favor reducing
immigration levels

% who say the number of immigrants to their country should be reduced

Religiously Non-practicing Church-attending | General

unaffiliated Christians Christians population
= Austria 28%@  37%@ | 39% ®54%
11 Belgium 40 @ 46 @ |43 @53
I= Denmark 3Be 45(49@ @51
T A A A A A A ...
+ Finland 190 330 | @37
........................................................................................ T
Bl France 210 |30 (@ 36
== Germany 35 (@ |38 048
.......................................................................................... B8 e e
11 Ireland 210 20031 @041
11 ltaly 360 51@|52 @63
= Neth 37041042 @47
#= Norway 200 260 |3O @39
Portugal 26 @029 @ 33
......................................................................... 2
= Spain 26 @ 39| @41 @47
== Sweden 270 360 |39 @46
o Switz. 210 300[31 e
..................................................................................... B
== UK 270 32/0 @36
MEDIAN 280  370| @40

38

Note: Churchattending Christians are defined as those whgay theyattend church at least monthly. Nogpracticing Christians are defined as
those who attend less ofte.

Source: Survey conducted Apflugust 2017 in 15 countries. See Methodologfor detaik.
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Sidebar: Are Christian identity and Muslim immigration linked? The broader debate in
Europe

Pew ResearciCenters survey of Western Europe was conducted in the spring and summer of 2017, following

the two highest yearsof asylum applicationson record. Some scholars and commentators have asserted that the

influx of refugees, including many from Musliamajority countries, is spurring a revival of Christian identity.

Rogers Brubaker, a professor of sociology at UCLA, calls thisactive Christianityin which highly secular
Europeans are |l ooking at new i mmigrants and saying, in
must be Christian. o

The surveyd a kind of snapshot in timed cannot prove that Christian identity is now growing in Western Europe
after decades of secularization. Nor can it prove (or disprove) the assertion tifa€hristian identity is growing,
immigration of nonChristians is the reason.

But the survey can hip answer the question: What is the nature of Christian identity in Western Europe today,
particularly among the large population that identifies as Christian but does not regularly go to church? As
explained in greater detail throughout this report, therfdings suggest that the answer is partly a matter of
religious beliefs, partly a matter of attitudes toward the role of religion in society, and partly a matter of views on
national identity, immigrants and religious minorities.

This confluence of factorsnay not surprise close observers of European politics. Olivier Roy, a French political

scientist who studies both Islam and secularizationyrites thatt 6 | f t he Chri stian identity o
an issue, it is precisely because Christianity as faith and practices faded away in favor of a cultural marker which

is more and more turning intoane@t hni ¢ maEWeopédnhmugdastusdp. 6

Some commentators have expressed strong misgivings abou

Europe, seeing it as driven | argely by fear and misunde
and host il i twitestTarig WMasoflprofasser 6f sociology, politics and public policy at the University
ofBrisol in the UK, efforts to develop cultural Christiani

to pluralismand equalityand o6a ri sk to democracy. 6

Otherssee a potential revival of Christianity in Western Europas a bulwark against extrensim. Whilecalling
hi mself an oO0incurabl e at hei ssadimal0bcenteBienitthiasth ohoirsgtaonriisaend N
Christianity, both in terms of observance and in terms of faith, qaitl] off a cliff in Europe sometime in the

1970s, 1980s,6 |l eaving European societies without oreli
where nobody believes in anything terribly much except the next shopping spree, it's really quite éasgcruit

people to radical, monotheistic positions,éd Ferguson sa
But not everyone agrees on iamdiectgerRoban MaC&as coritends that t . Britis
Muslim migration is making Europenore seculay not | ess. OPreviously, many of t
religious were content to describe themselves as Chri st

national identity have gradually begun to separate, religious identity becomes more a question of ideology and
belief than membership of a national community. This has encouraged those who are not true believers to move
from a nominal Christian identity to anore clearlynorr el i gi ous one. 6

www.pewesearchorg
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In Western Europe, religion strongly associated with nationalist sentiment

Overall levels of nationalism vary considerably across the region2 For example, solid majorities in
some countries (such as Italy and Portugal) and fewer than half in others (such as Sweden and
Denmark) say that it is important to have ancestors from their country to truly share the national
identity (e.g., to have Danish ancestry to be truly Danish).

Within countries, non -practicing Christians are less likely than churchgoing Christians to say that
ancestry is key tonational identity . And religiously unaffiliated people are less likely than both
churchgoing and non-practicing Christians to say this.

For example, in France, nearly three-quarters of church-attending Christians (72%) say it is

i mportant to have French an gaspracicing Ghrisbaes, 52%r ul y Fr
take this position, but this is still higher than the 43% of religiously unaffiliated French adults who

say having Frenchfamily background is important in order to be truly French.

3 The survey asked four questionselated to the concept of nationalismWhether people completely/mostly agree or completely/mostly

di sagree with the statement 0Our peopl e;6aeieerthmepthinkjis vefy/soméwhat/fouut our cul
very/not at all important to have been born in the country to truly share its national identity; whether they think it isy@mewhat/not

very/not at all important to have family background in the country to tyukhare its national identity; and whether people are

very/somewhat/not too/not at all proud to be a national of their country (e.g., to be French, to be Swedish). The first tlite@s are highly

correlated with one another and are included in the scafeeasuring nationalist, antimmigrant and antiminority views (NIM)See Chapter 1

for a full analysis of these results.
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Both church-attending and nonpracticing Christians more likely than unaffiliated to
link national identity with ancestry

% who say having family background is very/somewhat important to be truly (e.g., Austrian  family
background to be truly Austrian)
Religiously Non-practicing Church-attending | General
unaffiliated Christians Christians population
= Austria 50%@50% | 57% ®74%
11 Belgium 350 42| 49@ @52
= Denmark 18 @ |35 440 @50
4+ Finland 370 51/ @53 @63
11 France 430 520|53 72
= Germany 350 46@ |49 73
11 Ireland 56 @ @60|64 77
TR ia |75 e@s1
_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ L
= Neth 3220 |38 470 @52
#= Norway 320 40| 460048
................................................................................................................................................................................ g
Portugal 620 80| ® @85
= Spain 420 59| @64 ®76
== Sweden 160 21 @ @26
o Switz. 520570 |61 ®76
== UK 54@53/@059 @67
MEDIAN 420  520|53 072

Note: Churchattending Christians are defined as those whgay theyattend church at least monthly. Nogpracticing Christians are defined as

those who attend less often.
Source: Survey conducted Apflugust 2017 in 15 countries. See Methodology for details.
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Both non-practicing and churchgoing Christansar e mor e | i k etb ggree vitathe Ainoneso
statement,i Our people are not perfect, WBndeddibonal cul tur e
statistical analysis shows that this holds true even after controlling for age, gender, education,

political ideology and other factors.

In other words, Christians as a

whole in Western Europe tend to In Western Europe, mth church-attending and
expresshigher levels of nationalist non-practicing Christians are more likely than
sentiment. This overall pattern is unaffiliated to say their culture is superior

not driven by nationalist feelings Relative influence of each factor on the likelihood of a respondent to

completely/mostly agree that, filOur people are not perfect, but our

solely among highly religious culture is superior to others 0(see note below for explanation)

Christians or solely among non-

ici isti Church-attending Christian
practicing C.h.rlstlans. Rather, at all . unaﬁ”igted) +21% pts
levels of religious observance,these
views are more common among Right-wing political ideology +21

o o (vs. left)
Christians than among religiously N o
unaffiliated people in Europe. Non-practicing Christian

(vs. unaffiliated) +16

Male
Altogether, the survey asked more (vs. female) I +3
than 20 questions about possible
. . ] Age 18 to 34 0

elements of nationalism, feelings of (vs. 35+)
cultural superiority, attitudes College educated
toward Jews and Muslims, views on (vs. less education)
|mm|grants from various regions of Note: Thenumber shown is the difference in predicted probability of agreeingjther
the world, and overall levels of completely or mostly) with the statementiOur people are not perfectbut our culture
. . . . issuperiortoothers0 aft er cont r olThdmodelintladesewertalh
|mm|grat|0n- Many of these views other factors that are not shown in the chart, icludingr e s p o nassessmentiof
are high|y correlated with each their personal economic welbeing, satisfaction withtheirc ount r y 6 s ge

diversity of theirfriend circle personally knowing someone who Muslim/Jewish and
other. (FO[’ example, people who having familiarity with Islam/Judaismindividual effects of each countryare also

taken into account.Churchattending Christians are defined as those wheay they

express negatlve attitudes toward attend church at least monthly. Nopracticing Christians are defined as those who

Muslims and Jewsare also more attend less often. See Appendix A foa more detailed explanation.
. . . Source: Survey conducted ApAlugust 2017 in 15 countries. See Methodology for
likely to express negative attitudes details.

toward immigrants,andviceversa.) 0Being Christian in Western Europeo
As a result, researcherswere able to PEW RESEARCH CENTER

combine 22 individual questions
into a scale measuringthe prevalence of nationalist, anti-immigrant and anti -minority sentiments
in each country and to conduct additional statistical analysis of the factors associated with these
sentiments in Western Europe today. For details of this analysis, see Chapter 1.
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Same-sex marriage, abortion widely accepted by nonpracticing Christians

Vast majorities of non-practicing Christians and religious ly unaffiliated adults across Western
Europe favor legal abortion and same-sex marriage.In some countries, there is not much
difference on these questionsbetween the attitudes of Christians who rarely attend church and
adults who do not affiliate with any religion .

In every country surveyed, on the other hand, church-attending Christians are considerably more
conservative than both non-practicing Christians and religiously unaffiliated adults on questions
about abortion and same-sex marriage.

Education has a strong influence on attitudes on both issues: Collegeeducated respondents are
considerably more likely than those with less education to favor legal abortion and same-sex
marriage. On balance, women are more likely than men to favor legal gay marriage, but their
attitudes are largely similar on abortion.

www.pewesearchorg
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Unaffiliated adults and non-practicing Christians generally favor legal abortion,
same-sex marriage

%

@ Church-attending Christians

who &

@ Non-practicing Christians

@® Religiously unaffiliated

FAVOR LEGAL ABORTION FAVOR GAY MARRIAGE
= Austria = e @ ] | AAAAAAAAAAAAA @ | e @ e I AAAAAAAAAAAA .) AAAAAAAAAAAA
46% 73% 86% 87% 42% 72% 86%87%
11 Be|g|um ..................................................... ® .. ...................................................... ® '. ...........
74 8484 90 66 828388
B Denmark e @® O2) | ® o0
80 9394 74 86 8792
H= Finland = e . ...................................... D. ....... . ................................ .l .................... . ................
52 878993 30 6264 84
11 France .......................................... . .................. }.. ............................................ . .............. I.. ..... . ................
64 8185 92 59 7378 85
B Germany o @ s oo QO | e @ s | @@
54 76 84 86 53 75 8286
B0 Jreland e . ......................... | .............. .) ....................................... . ........................ | ............. .. ............
42 66 8081 43 66 80 87
11 |ta|y ....................... @ e } ............. Q@ @ | @ e i .......... @ @
47 65 79 85 44 59 70 83
= Netherlands e @ e |. ............................................ @ e |..
51 84 9094 60 8690 95
o= Norway ................ @ ] |.. ........................... @ e . ........ @ e
41 81 86 90 42 7272 83
Por‘tugal ..................... . .................... . ....... . ............................................. ‘ ................ |. ................ . ...................
45 60 67 76 43 59 64 82
= Spain ......................... . ....................... . .............................................................. . .................. |. ........ . 444444444
49 7273 87 59 7779 90
= Sweden AAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAA . AAAAAAAAAAA 94'(. AAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAA . AAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAA |.. AAAAA
79 9698 65 8890 94
B Switzerland e @ @O |y @ I. ...... ®
59 73 80 84 58 75 80 89
] UK ........................................... . ........... 81'.. ........................................................ . ............. |(. .................
65 83 86 63 77 8283
MEDIAN R RISIILTRRIIIIIPPPRY  TRPPPPTITTTPPRPPITRRPPPITR 8 1|(. ............. | Jrerree @ e |.. .............
25 52 85 87 100 25 58 7580 87 100

| General population

Note: Churchattending Christians are defined as those whgay theyattend church at least monthly. Nogpracticing Christians are defined as

those who attend less ofen.

Source: Survey conducted Apflugust 2017 in 15 countries. See Methodology for details.
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Summing up: On what issues danon-practicing Christians resembled n o 1? Andg @ what
measures are theysimilar to church-attending Christians?

While the religious, political and cultural views of non -practicing Christians in Western Europe are
frequently distinct from those of church-attending Christians and religiously unaffili ated adults

( A n o nansang issuesnon-practicing Christians resemble churchgoing Christians, and on
others they largely align with i n o e s

Religious beliefs and attitudes toward religious institutions are two areas of broad similarity
between non-practicing Christians and church -attending Christians. Most non -practicing
Christians say they believe in God or some higher power, and many think that churches and other
religious organizations make positive contributions to society. In these respects, theirperspective
is similar to that of churchgoing Christians.

On the other hand, abortion, gay marriage and the role of religion in government are three areas

where the attitudes of non-practicing Christians broadly resembl e those of religiously unaffiliated

people (i n o B ¥elid majorities of bothnon-pr act i cing Chri stians and An
that abortion should be legal in all or most cases and that gays and lesbians should be allowed to

marry legally. In addition, mostnon-pr act i ci ng Christians, along with
say religion should be kept out of government policies.

When asked whether it is important to have been born in their country, or to have family
background there, to truly share th e national identity (e.g., important to have Spanish ancestry to
be truly Spanish), non-practicing Christians generally are somewhere in betweenthe religiously
unaffiliated population and church-attending Christians, who are most inclined to link birthpla ce
and ancestry with national identity .

Many in all three groups reject negative statements about immigrants and religious minorities . But
non-practicing Christians and church -attending Christians aregenerallymor e | i kel y t han
to favor lower levels of immigration, to express negative views toward immigrants from the Middle

East and sub-Saharan Africa, and to agree with negative statements about Muslims andJews such

as, fin their hearts, Muslims want to impose their religious law on everyone els&in their country

or f alwaysyursue their own interests and not the interest of the country they live in .o(For

further analysis of these questions, see Chapter 1.)

Overall, the study shows a strong association betweenChristian identity and nationalist attitudes ,

as well as views ofreligious minorities and immigration, and a weaker association between
religious commitment and these views. This finding holds regardless of whether religious
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commitment among Christians is measured through church attendance alone, or using a scale that
combines attendance with three other measures belief in God, frequency of prayer and

i mportance of r el i($aeecmpterdfor adetpiled anatysistosthe lscalé
religious commitment .)
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Sidebar: Religious observance andattitudes
toward minorities among Catholics and
Protestants in Western Europe

Although people in some predominantly Catholic
countries in Europe, including Portugal and Italy, are
more religiously observant than otherin the region,
Catholics and Protestant®verallin Western Europe
displaysimilar overalllevels of observance

But Catholics and Protestants in the regiodiffer in
their attitudes towardreligious minorities. For example
Catholics are more likely than Btestants to hold
negative views of MuslimsCatholics are more likely
than Protestants to say they wouldot be willing to
accept Muslims as family membersthat Muslim
women in their country should not be allowed to wear
any religious clothingand thatthey agree with the
statement,0 Due to t he
like a stranger in my owrcountry. 6

Differences between Catholics and Protestants on
these issuescan bedifficult to disentangle from
historical andgeographicpatterns in Western Europe,
where Catholiemajority countries are primarily
concentrated in the south, while the north is more
heavily ProtestantBut in a handful of countrieswith
substantial populationsof both Catholic and
Protestantsd including the United Kingdm and
Germanyd more Catholics than Protestants hold

negative attitudes toward Muslims. For example, in the

UK, 35% of Catholicsand 16% of Protestantssay
Muslim womenin their countryshould not be allowed
to wear any religious clothingin Switzerland,however,
the opposite is true;35% of SwissProtestants express
this view, compared with22% of Catholics.

n uhere, efeel o

Catholics more likely than Protestants
to express negative views of Muslims

% who é

Say Muslim Are not oFeel
women should willingto  stranger in my
not be allowed  accept own cou

towearany Muslimsas due tothe

religious family number of
clothing members Muslims
Protestants
Denmark 27% 18% 23%
Finland 16 31 7
Germany 16 16 19
Netherlands 10 13 20
Norway 24 19 23
Sweden 18 17 15
Switzerland 35 41 29
UK 16 39 18
]MEDMAH sl . }7 19 20
Catholics
Austria 25% 39% 27%
Belgium 32 21 42
France 28 31 23
Germany 31 51 31
Ireland 26 35 22
Italy 35 48 35
Netherlands 19 10 27
Portugal 14 23 14
Spain 28 22 28
Switzerland 22 34 24
UK 35 51 40
MEDIAN 28 34 27

Note: Darker shades represent higher values.
Source: Survey conducted Ap#lugust 2017 in 15 countries. See
Methodology for details.
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Context of the survey

The surveywas conductedin mid -2017, after immigration emerged as a front-and-center issue in
national elections in several Western European countries and as populist, anti-immigration
parties questioned the place of Muslims and other religious and ethnic minorities in Germany,
France, the United Kingdom and elsewhere.

Muslims now make up an estimated 4.9% of the population of the European Union (plus Norway

and Switzerland) and somewhat higher shares in some of Western Europ@ s most popul ous
countries, such as France (an estimated 8.8%), the UK (6.3%) and Germany (6.1%). These figures

are projected to continue to increase in coming decades, even if there is no more immigration to

Europe.

The survey asked not only about attitudes toward Muslims and Jews, butals 0 about Cat hol i c
Pr ot e st a mftose@nothdr. §ve $indings about Protestant-Catholic relations were

previously releasedbefore the commemoration of the 500th anniversary of the start o f the

Protestant Reformation in Germany. 4

This report also includes material from 20 focus groups convened by Pew Research Center in the

monthsfol | owi ng the surveyds compl et i Thefocusmgrodpsive of t h
France, Germany, Spain, Sweden and the United Kingdom provided an opportunity for

participants to discusstheir feelings about pluralism, immigration, secularism and other topics in

more detail than survey respondents typically can give when responding to a questionnaire. Some

conclusions from focus groups are included in illustrative sidebars throughout the report.

This study, funded by The Pew Charitable Trusts and the John Templeton Foundation, is part of a
larger effort by Pew Research Center to understand religious changeand its impact on societies
around the world. The Center previously has conducted religion-focused surveys acrosssub-
Saharan Africa; the Middle East-North Africa region and many other countries with |large Muslim
populations ; Latin America; Israel; Central and Eastern Europe; and the United States.

The rest of this Overview examineswh at it means to be a fAnoneé i n We
extent of religious switching from Christianity to the ranks of the religiously unaffiliated and the
reasons fAnoneso gi ve f orltdlselaoks attigeir bellefe about religionl d hood f

4 A previously publishednalysis of data from this survewsed an older version of survey weights. Since then, Pew Resedatenter has
improved the survey weights for greater accuracy, leading to slight differencesome figures between the two publications. The substantive
findings of the previous publication are not affected by the revised weights. Please contact Pew Research Center for questgarding
weighting adjustments.
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and spirituality , including a closer look at the attitudes of religious ly unaffiliated adults who say
they do believe there is a God or some otherhigher power or spiritual force in the universe.
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In Western Europe, net losses for Christians are largely

Europeds changi tytcHe® Bylgdirs fot'réligiously unaffiliated

landscape: Declines for % who say they are/were &

Christians, gains for CURRENTLY RAISED
unaffiliated CHRISTIAN CHRISTIAN DIFFERENCE
Il Belgium 55% 83% NG 2s
Most people in Western Europe = Norway 51 79 I s
describe themselves as Christians. = Netherlands 41 67 I 26
But the percentage of Christians = Spain 66 92 A 26
appears to have declined, 5= Sweden 52 74 . 22
especially in some countries. And ~ #= Denmark 65 80 B 15
the net losses for Christianity have =~ ¥¥ France 64 75 . 11
been accompanied by net grovth Portugal 83 94 B 11
in the numbers of religiously *+= Finland I 85 Bl s
ffiliated people. == Germany " I Bl s
una i1 Ireland 80 88 B s
1 ltaly 80 88 M s
Across the region, fewer people — Austria 20 86 M s
say they are Christian now than B Switzerland 75 81 B s
say they wereraised as Christians. S= UK 73 79 B s

The opposite is true of religiously
unaffilia ted adults i many more CURRENTLY RAISED

.. UNAFFILIATED UNAFFILIATED DIFFERENCE
people currently are religiously ,
- — Austria 16% 11%
unafflllgted thgn the sh.ar.e who Switzerland 21 15
were raised with no religion (i.e., s= UK 23 17
as atheist, agnosimigma HHNOthing in
particularo). Formegywmpl es 5% af
adults in Spain say they were + Finland 22 14
raised with no religion, while 30 % IE Ireland 15 7
now fit this category, a difference IE France 28 17
of 25 percentage points. The Portugal 15 4
religiously unaffiliated have seen == Denmark . 30 A, ... N
. L . #= Sweden 42 21
similarly large gains in Belgium,
the Netherlands, N d = Span 3 X
e Netherlands, Norway an
’ y Il Belgium 38 12
Sweden. = Netherlands 48 22
i#= Norway 43 15

Note: Differences are calculated after rounding. All differences are statistically significant.
Source: Survey conducted ApAlugust 2017 in 15 countries. See Methodology for details.
0Being Christian in Western Europebéd
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Sidebar: Religious identity in Western Europe over time

Severalcountries in Westen Europe have been collecting census data on religion for decades, and these data
(from Austria, Finland, Ireland, the Netherlands, Portugal and Switzerlamtjicate that the percentage of the
population that identifies as Christian has fallen substantily since the 1960s, while the shareof the population
that does not identify with any religion has risef

More recent data collected by the European Social Survey (ESiige 2002 show a continuation of the longerm
trend in some countries.Christianity has experiencedelativelyrapid declines in Belgium, Finland, Ireland, the
Netherlands, Portugal and SpairBut in the nine other countriesincluded in the Pew Research Center survethe
ESS findsthe share of Christianshas either been relatively stableor has declined onlymodestly, suggesting that
the rate of secularization varies considerabliyom country to countryand mayhave slowed orleveled off in some
placesin recent years

Due to majordifferences in question wording, the ESS estimates of tipercentageof Christians in each country

di ffer considerably from Pew Research Cendteap & sdquamttiesn
about religious identity: Respondents firstarasked, 0 Do you consider yourself as be
religion or denominat i oherads kPeedo,p | ,eWhnihcoh scarye 2 YResnda mmr@at ho
Eastern Orthodox, other Christian denomination, Jewish, Islamic, Eastern religimnsther nonChristian

religions. 6 Pew Res a®@nestdpéqlestior; e O What véps yask pAreggguent r el
Christian, Muslim, Jewish, Buddhist, Hindatheisttagnost i ¢, somet hing el se or nothirt

Using the ESSuestion wording and twestep approachconsistently yields lower shares of religiously affiliated
respondents (including Christians) in Western Europor example, in the Netherlands, 31% of respondents
identify with a Christian denominatiorin the 2014 ESS while in the Pew Research Center surved1% identify as
Christian. Presumablythis is because some respondents who are relatively low in ggtius practice or belief
would answerthe first question posed by ESS by saying they have no religion, whilegshme respondents would
identify asChristian Muslim, Jewish etc., if presented with a list of religionsand asked to choose among them
The impact of these differences in question wordirgnd format may vary considerably from country to country.

5 In addition to these countries, he UK census has asked about religious identity in 2001 and again in 2011, showing a considerable decline
in the Christian share of the population and a rise in the share with no religion in that-i®ar period.
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In several Western European countries,recent declines in Christian identity

% who say they belong to a Christian denomination

Countries where percentage
of Christians has declined

1 1 Belgium

45%

BE Ireland

80/\’\

71

'02 '14

Portugal

T

72

'02 14

Note: 2016 European Social Survegiata were not final at the time of this repord s

for 2014 in Italy.

== Finland

75%

47%

T T 1

'02 14

== Netherlands

39’\

31

‘02 '14

== Spain

~—_

63

H°02 14

Source: European Social Survey (ESS).

oBeing

Christian in
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Western

Countries where percentage of Christians
is fairly stable or shows small decline

= Austria o= Denmark

66% 65%
- 53% 52%

'02 14 i 02 14

== Germany I 1 Italy

e ——

59 57
'02 14 P02 12

2= Sweden Switzerland

S —

59 56

N
27 25

| e e e — —

'02 14 02 14

Europebd

I | France

———
43% 419

#= Norway

-

47 46

'02 '14

== UK

W
43 40

'02 14

p u b. Datacm religiausdenomination are not available
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Who areWesternEur op e s
religiously unaffiliated ? Share od 6moWestern Eur ofg
Ireland, Italy and Portugal to 48% in the Netherlands

% who say they are atheist, agnostic or have no particular religion

While Christians (taken as a

whole) are by far the largest

Pk | e

Europe, a substantial minority
of the population in every
country is religiously

unaffiliated i also sometimes :*"ggi
c al Ined eikategorydhat ‘ Jd/t t\
/ a

includes people who identify
as atheist, agnost.i
in particular. o0 The.
portion of the adult population
ranges from as high as48% in
the Netherlands to 15% in
Ireland , Italy and Portugal.

Demographically,
Western Europe are relatively
young and highly educated, as
well as disproportionately
male.

Port.
15%

Not e: Respondents were asked 0 Wh &hristiansMuslira
Jewi sh, Buddhi st Hi ndu, atheist, agnost
Source: Survey conducted Apflugust 2017 in 15 countries. See Methodology for details.
o0Being Christian in Western Europebo
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Within the unaffiliated category, those who
q i b hei g Substantial shares across the reglon _
escribe their religioug, hdShtathbiy, a@ﬁ‘ostﬂ: DFrave ne 9 1"

parFlcuIar_o .make u.p t he %léugapl‘%l?gfongr up (rel ative
to atheists and agnostics) in most countries.

For instance, fully three-in-ten Dutch adults
(31%) describe their religious identity in this = Atheist
. Agnostic
way, compared with 14% who are self Ngthing in particular
described atheists and 3% who consider
themselves agnostics. Netherlands [REEINNS Gl 48%

Norway 4 27 43
But in some other places, such as Belgium, Sweden 4 23 42
Denmark and France, atheists are at least as

. Belgium 5. 14
numerous as those in the nﬁom i n 38

particular 0 category. Agnosti@@nﬂafk 1 30

% who say they are ¢é

comparison, have a smaller presence Spain n 6 16 30
throughout Western Europe.
g P France 12 28

Germany 13 24
uk Bl 13 23

Finland 14 22
Switzerland n 12 21
16

Irelandn 7 15
Italyn 8 15

Portugal 3 7 15

>
C
wn
=+
)
©

MEDIANJERN2 13 24

Note: Figures may not add tsubtotals indicateddue to rounding
Source: Survey conducted Ap#lugust 2017 in 15 countries. See
Methodology fordetails.

o0Being Christian in Western EI
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Many unaffiliated adults in Western Europe were raised Christian

% of wunaffiliated adults who say they were ¢
Baptized Raised Christian Raised unaffiliated
= Austria 46%
Il Belgium 87
== Denmark 88
== Finland
Bl France
= Germany
1n Ireland
Il [ltaly
= Netherlands _
#= Norway
Portugal
= Spain
E= Sweden 83
B Switzerland _
5= UK
MEDIAN 67%
Source: Survey conductedpritAugust 2017 in 15 countries. See Methodology for details.
0Being Christian in Western Europebé
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A majority of fAnoneso in most countries surveyed s
say they were raised as Christians. Oveall, more religiously unaffiliated adults in Europe say they

were raised Christian (median of 60%) than say they were raised with no religious affiliation

(median of 39%).

However, these figures vary widely from country to country. For example, the vast majority of
unaffiliated adults in Spain (86%) and Portugal (74%) say they were raised as Christians. In the
UK, by contrast, roughly two -thirds (65%) of adults who currently have no religious affiliation say
they were raised that way.

www.pewesearchorg
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What has led Europeans to shed their religious identity?

For religiously unaffiliated adults who were raised as Christians (or in another religion ), the survey
posed a series of questions asking about
potential reasons they left religion behind. &

_ Most Western Europeans whostopped
Respondents couldselectmultiple reasons as identifying with a religion 6 g r a d u ¢

important factors why they stopped drifted away, 8 amo

identifying with their childhood religion. Among those who were raised in a religion but now

identify as unaffiliated, median % of people who cite
Il n every country sur veyed?aanmyayreamgiivy felsteiog h o
were raised in a religious group say they

figradually drifted away GIaoruaWyQ?iftinBa%Ayfio .

. . L Y
suggesting that no one particular event or religion - 68%
single specific reasonprompted this change.” Disagreeing with their
. . religionds p 580 n s
Many also say that they disagreed with church ssues -
positions on social issues like homosexuality No longer believing in thei ;
n 6 S

and abortion, or that they stopped believing in religionds
religious teachings. Majorities in several Being unhappy about

countries, such as Spain (74%) and ltaly Sﬁﬁgﬁf‘dﬁ;ﬂ‘;ﬂ‘é‘g?ﬁé‘gg“

(60%), also cite ﬁscandals.iné{olvi religious
) ’ ) Spiritual needs not being 5
institutions and | eaderso asmean i r’® ant

reasqn they stoppe.dlldentlfylng as Christian Religion failing them in time ”

(or with another religious group). of need

Smaller numbers give other reasors, such as their religion
that their spiritual needs were not being met,
their childhood religion failed them when they
were in need. o they married someone outside Source: Survey conducted Ap#lugust 2017 in 15 countries.See
) oo Methodology for details.
their religious group. 0Being Christian in Western E

PEW RESEARCH CENTER

Marrying someone outsidel 8

For more detail on patterns of religious
switching in Western Europe and the reasons
people give for their choices, see Chaptr 2.

5The vast major ity sedfinadefigousgammediancof ORlewere raisa ias Christians.
7 Many focus group participants spoke about how they became less attached to religion over time, while others pointed to amt @véheir life
that prompted a shift in their religious idatity. See Chapter 2 for further analysis of focus group discussions on this topic.
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Religiously unaffiliated Europeans tend to express different attitudes toward Muslims
depending on how they were raised

People who haveleft Christianity in favor of no
religious identity may have multiple reasons for
doing so. But their attitudes, overall, are more of Muslims as neighbors

pOSItI_Ve towarq rellglou.s _mmontles than are % who say they would be willing to accept Muslims as
the views of either Christians overall o r N o Mme&ySdds

Religiously unaffiliated adults who were
raised as Christians are more accepting

who say they were raised with no religious Among religiously
identity. General Rai:Q(?m“aéZ?sed Diff.
population Christian unaffiliated

On balance, those who were raised Christian Germany 7% 93% "% +14
and are now religiously unaffiliated are less United Kingdom 78 9 81 +14
likely than those who were always unaffiliated Austria & 94 81 13
. . . . Ireland 75 90 77 +13
to say Islam is fundamentally incompatible with ialy 65 . . o
their national culture and values, or to take the =\ o 92 97 86 +11
position that Muslim women in their country France 85 94 87 +7
should not be allowed to wear religious Switzerland 76 95 88 +7
clothing. Belgium 91 94 88 +6
Denmark 91 97 93 +4

They also aremore likely to express acceptance ~ Sweden 90 o1 o1 0
of Muslims. For example, in several countries, ~ Netherlands % o % 1
hi gher shar ewweadraisech o n e sFgland 83 89 NA NA
L. . Portugal 83 90 NA NA
Christian than those who were raised Spain 86 - A NI

unaffiliated say they would be willing to accept
Note: Differences are calculated after rounding. Statistically significi

Muslims as nelghbors. differences are indicated irbold. NA indicates adequate sample size
is not available for analysis.
Source: Survey conducted Ap#lugust 2017 in 15 countries. See
Definitive reasons for this pattern are beyond Methodology fordetails.

the scope of the data in this study. But it is 0Being Christian in Western E
possible that some Western Europeans may PEWRESEARCH CENTER

have given up their religious identit y, at least in

part, because it was associated withmore conservative views on a variety ofissues, such as
multiculturalism, sexual norms and gender roles . It also may be that their attitudes toward
immigrants shifted along with the change in their religi ous identity. Or, it could be that some
other, unknown factor (political, economic, demographic, etc.) underlie sboth their switching from
Christian to unaffiliated and their views of immigrants and religious minorities.
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Most unaffiliated Europeans do not believe in a higher power, but a substantial minority
hold some spiritual beliefs

Regardless of how tbhewcwese Watsedn Booope sel
religious practices. Few, if any, religiously unaffiliated adults say they attend religious services at
|l east monthly, pray daily, or say religion is

Mo st @ none sm&urdape alsdedfisnt treey are truly nonbelievers: Not only do majorities in
all countries surveyed say they do not believe in God but most also clarify (in a follow -up
question) that they do not believe in any higher power or spirit ual force.

Roughly threein-ten unaffiliated people report believing in some higher power
% of religiously wunaffiliated adults who &

Believe in God Believe in other higher power
as described in the Bible or spiritual force in the universe Do not believe in any higher power

— Austria 0% 73%
Il Belgium O

i= Denmark 0
== Finland

N A

11 France
== Germany
1l Ireland

Il ltaly

NN R B DN

= Netherlands

Portugal
Spain

R N~

Sweden
Switzerland 0
UK 1

MEDIAN 1% 28% 61%

Note: Other/both/neither/depends/ donét know/refused responses
Source: Survey conducted ApAlugust 2017 in 15 countries. See Methodology for details.
oBeing Christian in Western Europebo
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~

Still, substantial shareso f A n 0o n d5cauntriesisuraelyeld, ranging from 15%in Switzerland to
47%in Portugal, express belief inGod or some other spiritual force in the universe. Even though few
T if anyi of thesereligiously unaffiliated believe rs say they attend church monthly or pray daily,
they express attitudes toward spirituality that are different from those of most otherfi n 0 roe s

For example, religiously unaffiliated believers it he subsed whHo Ainnayetshey bel i e\
some other higher power or spiritual force 7 are especially likely to believe they have a soul as well as

a physical body, including roughly eight-in-ten in the Netherlands and Norway. Among the larger

group of AdooohbelEwe inary bigher power, belief in a soul is much less common.

A majority of unaffiliated believers agree they have a soul as well as a physical bod
% who completely/mostly agree they have a soul as well as a physical body

Religiously unaffiliated
NET Religiously unaffiliated Religiously unaffiliated believers nonbelievers

= Austria 25% NA

Il Belgium 52

i= Denmark 52

=+ Finland 51

Il France 33

gGermanyze ...........................

58 Jreland 32

Il ltaly 43

— Netherlands = 59

#= Norway 52

mponuga|56 AAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAA AAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAA

= Spain 39 m

E= Sweden 24 B

B Switzerland 32

== UK 26 (22 |
MEDIAN 39% 74% 29%

Note: Religiously unaffiliated believerare defined aso n o nwehasay they believe in God or some other higher power or spiritual force in the
universe Religiously unaffiliated nonbelieverare definedasdb nones é who s ay rohighgrpowes dr speituacforce im the e i
universe.NA indicates adequate sample size is not available for analysis.

Source: Survey conducted Apflugust 2017 in 15 countries. See Methodology for details.

0Being Christian in Western Europebo
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The survey also posed questions about the concepts of fate and reincarnationand about astrology,

fortune tellers, meditation, yoga (as a spiritual practice, not justas exercise) t he flaadvi | eyeo
belief in fspiritual energy located in physical things, such as mountains, trees or crystals.0 Most

Western Eur opgenmtholdonengagesndhese beliefs and practices, which are often

associated with Eastern, New Age or folk religions.But religiously unaffiliated respondents who

believe in a higher power or spiritual force are more likely than those who do not to hold these

beliefs.

Whil e many fAnonesod in Europe express skeptical or
religiously unaffiliated believers are considerably less likely than nonbelievers to hold anti -
religious attitudes. For exampl e, in Belgium, 43%

religion unnecessary, compared with 69% of unaffiliated nonbelievers. And in Germany, 35% of
unaffiliated believers say that religion causesmore harm than good, compared with 55% of
nonbelieving Anones. 0

www.pewesearchorg
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Most unaffiliated adults say science makes religion unnecessary in their life

% who completely/mostly agree with the statement ,iSci ence makes religi®n unnece
NET Religiously Religiously unaffiliated Religiously unaffiliated
unaffiliated believers nonbelievers

= Austria 67% NA

Il Belgium 58

= Denmark 67

== Finland 65

Bl France 53

geermanysg .......................................

B8 Jreland 63

Il [taly 59

= Netherlands 54

#= Norway 69

Portuga|57 .......................................

= Spain 63

Z= Sweden 65

B Switzerland 61

s= UK 67

MEDIAN 63% 46% 73%

Note: Religiously unaffiliated believerare defined aso n o nwhaséy they believe in God or some other higher power or spiritual force in the
universe Religiously unaffiliated nonbelieverare defined aso n o nwhae say they believe there iso higher power or spiritual force in the
universe.NA indicates adequate sample size is not available for analysis.

Source: Survey conducted ApAlugust 2017 in 15 countries. See Methodology for details.

oBeChpgistian in Western Europeo
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Sidebar: Western Europeans are less religious than Americans

The vast majority ofdults in the United States, like the majority of WestelEuropeans, continue to identif as
Christian(71%) But on both sides of the Atlantic, growing numbers of people say they are religiously unaffiliated

(i .e., atheist, agwloasrtd)c. oAb odwtota (2RUWasiofrdOIp) ttis i Amer i cans
description, compaable to the sharesofdo nones 6 i n andGermahiK(24%2. 3 %)

Yet Americans, overall, are considerably more religious than Western Europeans. Half of Americans (53%) say
religion is oOovery importanté in their |lives, compared w
Among Christians, the gap is even biggértwo-thirds of U.S. Christians (68%) say religion is very important to

them, compared with amedian of 14% of Christians in the 15 countries surveyed across Western Europe. But

even American OoOnonesoO are more religi-oeightundifibatedW.Srei r Eur
adults (13%) say religion is very important in theirlivels,ar d1'y any We st ermedidhwfl%)pean oOnol
share that sentiment.

Similar patterns are seen on belief in God, attendance at religious services girdyer. In fact, by some of these

standard measuresof religious commitmentAme r i ¢c an 0 n eligieus asfi & even mere religious than
fi Christiansin several European countries, including France, Germaauyd the UK.

Compared with U.S. adults, relatively few Western European Christians and
religiously unaffiliated people are religiously observant

% who &

TOTAL CHRISTIANS RELIGIOUSLY UNAFFILIATED
W. Europe U.S. W. Europe u.s. w. Euqope U.S.
| |
L 11% 14% | 1% F
Say religionis very | ‘g ®53% e 068% 0-013%
important in their lives
- 1
Attend religious | 55 g @50 31e ®64 009
services at least monthly
) 11 2
Pray daily o ®55 18-@ @68 [ ) 20
o . 15 3
Believe in God with
absolute certainty ® - =" WS ¢ .

Source: Survey conducted Apflugust 2017 in 15 countries. See Methodology for details. U.S. data from 2014 Religious Landscape Study.
0Being Christian in Western Europebod
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Additionally, the survey asked respondents whether they consider themselves religious and, separately, whether
they consider themseles spiritual. These two questionscombined,result in four categories: those who describe
themselves as both religious and spiritual, spiritual but not religious, religiobst not spiritual, and neither

religious nor spiritual.

The largest group acros$Ve st er n Eur ope (a median of 53%) is oneither
country surveyed, roughly fodin-ten or more adults, including majorities in several countries, say they areither

religiousnor spiritual. The biggest exception iBortugal, where more than half of adults (55%) say they are both

religious and spiritual.

Smaller sharesof populations in most countries say they are spiritual but not religious, or religious but not
spiritual.

The religious makeup of Western Europe byishmeasure is significantly different fromhat of the United States
The largest group in the U.S$s both religious and spiritual (48%), compared with a median of 24% across
Western Europe. Americans are also considerably more likely than Western Europeans to say they think of
themselves as spiritual but not religious; 27% of Americans say this, comga with a median of 11% of Western
Europeans surveyed.

Very few religiously unaffiliated adultd 2% to 4% in almost everyWestern Europearcountry surveyed say they

consider themselves to beeligious people. While somewhat larger shares (median d%) consider themselves

spiritual, this is still much lower tharin the United States, where aboutalfofo nones 6 descri be thems
spiritual (including45%who say they are spiritual but not religious).

www.pewesearchorg
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In contrast with U.S., Western Europeans tend to describe themselves as neither
spiritual nor religious

% who say they are é

Both religious Religious but  Spiritual but
and spiritual not spiritual not religious Neither religious nor spiritual
= Austria 149 51%
Il Belgium [ 9 | 62
== Denmark m
+ Finland B
13 |

4
7

Bl France 1
-Germany .................................................................. =

17 Ireland
Il [taly

Netherlands
Norway

Portugal

i g

Spain

Sweden

Switzerland

s

W. EUROPE
MEDIAN

Wi
m

Note: Totals for each country may not sum to 100% due to rounding.
Source: Survey conducted ApAlugust 2017 in 15 countries. See Methodology for details. U.S. data from survey conducted Aprili@te 4, 2017.
0Being Christian in Western Europebod
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1. Nationalism, immigration and minorities

Europeds religious |l andscape is changing:
the religiously unaffiliated population is increasing. In addition, Muslim populations in Western

European countries continue to grow in both absolute and percentage terms due to immigration,

relatively high fertility rates, and a relatively young population. Jewish populations, meanwhile,
appear to bedeclining.

Against this backdrop, the survey sought to gauge public opinion on Muslims and Jews,
immigrants and immigrati on, and nationalism and national identity. Beyond exploring overall

public perceptions of these issues, the survey also provides opportunities for statistical analysis to
help illuminate some of the social, political and cultural factors associated with vi ews on pluralism

and multiculturalism.

Overall, most people across the region express positive and accepting views of religious minorities,

saying that they are willing to accept Muslims and Jews in their neighborhoods and in their
families. Majorities o f the population in each of the 15 countries surveyeddo not agree with

negative statements about Muslims and Jews
their religious | aw on everyone el se, 0 dhed
interest of the country they I|live in.o

Still, undercurrents of discomfort with multiculturalism are evident in Western European
societies. For example, across the region, people express mixed views on whether Islam is
compati bl e wi t hludslre cutturecMost BEuropearts suppora at least some
restrictions on religious dress for Muslim women. And public opinion is divided on whether it is
important to be born in a given country, and to have ancestry in that country, to truly share the
national identity (e.g., to be born in France to be truly French, or to have a Dutch family
background to be truly Dutch).

Attitudes on nationalism, immigration and religious minorities are  closely connected with one
another. For example, those who say I sl am
are also more likely to favor restricting immigration. And those who express negative views of
Muslims are also more likely to express negative views of Jews. These associations allowed
researchers to combine 22 individual questions probing these views into a 10-point scale of

Nationalist, anti -lmmigration and anti -Minority views (NIM). The higher an individual scores on

the scale, he higher their nationalist, anti -immigrant and anti -minority sentiment.

www.pewesearchorg
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Generally, most Western Europeans tend to score on the lower half of the NIM scale (less than 5
points out of the possible 10). But there are wide variations by country: Italians are especially
likely to score above 5, while Swedes score lower, on average, than people in any other country
surveyed.

Other than what country people live in, various factors are associated with relatively high NIM
scores. Researchers conducted advanced statical analysis of the scale, considering the effects of
age, gender, religion, education and several other factors one by one, holding all others constant.
The results show that both church-attending and non-practicing Christians are more likely than
religiously unaffiliated adults to score high on the NIM. That is, Christian identity 1 irrespective of
level of religious observancei is associated with higher levels of nationalist, anti-immigration and
anti-religious minority sentiment.

But religion is n ot the only factor associated with NIM scores: College-educated people and those
who personally know a Muslim score significantly lower on the NIM , relative to those with less
education and those who are not personally acquainted with a Muslim. Conversely,those who
profess right-wing political ideology score significantly higher than those who lean left.

This chapter walks individually through survey results on more than 20 questions pertaining to
the themes of nationalism, immigration and attitudes towar d religious minorities , presenting
descriptive findings at the national level . Question wording and response options are explained for
each question. The chapter then goes on todiscussthe results of the NIM scale and the factors
associated with scoring high on the NIM.
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Nationalism

Western Europeans take pride in Western Europeans more | i
both their national identity and proudd of national ident i

European identity % who say they are very/somewhat proud to be a national of their country

(eg.proud Ato be Austriano)/to be Eur
The survey asked people how proud
National pride European pride

they are of three possible elements of NET NET
their identity: their national id entity Very SomewhatNational Very Somewhal European
) ) ) ) ! proud proud pride proud proud pride
their European identity and their Austria 43%  43% | 85% 28%  41% = 69%
religion. Respondents could select Belgium 37 44 81 34 45 79
Avery proud, 0 fAisompeewfrlat pr o48d, 040 88 35 47 82
Ainot very proudo ofFnafnot pr®¥ud 3at 94 45 42 87
all . o France 41 44 85 31 42 73
Germany 32 46 78 25 41 66
. o . Ireland 53 32 85 33 39 72
National pride is widespread in
W £ ith | Italy 45 39 84 28 37 64
e.stgr.n .urope, with large _ Netherlands 39 46 85 31 48 79
majorities in every country saying Norway 61 32 92 45 38 84
theyareeither fiveryo or pfgga me wh a tgd 24 93 56 30 86
proud of their nationality (e.g. proud Spain 54 25 79 48 31 78
ito be Austrian, 0 pwedenud At o51be 34 85 43 37 80
Bel gianodo). This #néwzelahdkes atdl]l eaddt 8 n& 37 64
in-ten respondents in Finland (94%),  United Kingdom 38 48 86 20 41 62
Portugal (93%) and Norway (92%) MEDIAN 45 40 g 33 4 S
who express national pride in this Note: Figures may not add to subtotals indicated due to rounding.
. Source: Survey conducted Ap#lugust 2017 in 15 countries. See Methodology faletails.
way. Germans are less likely than Being Christian in Western Eurogge

people in most other countries to say =~ PEW RESEARCH CENTER
they are very proud to be a national
of their country (32%), but most

(78%) say they are at leasisomewhat proud to be German.

While most Western Europeans also express pride in a shared regional identity, more respondents
express high | evels of pride in their nationality

www.pewesearchorg



Majorities of Christians in
every country surveyed say
they are at least somewhat
proud of being Christian.
This includes vast majorities
of Christians in the Iberian
states of Portugal (93%) and
Spain (82%), which also have
among the highest shares
saying they are very proud to
be Christian (67% and 50%,
respectively). By contrast,
about a quarter of Christians
say they are very proud of
their religious affiliation in
Belgium (27%), Austria
(24%), the UK (25%) and
Germany (23%).
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Most Christians in Western Europe express pride in
being Christian

% of Christians who say they are very/ somewhat proud to be Christian

Very Somewhat NET
proud proud proud
Portugal 26% 93%
2| 82
Finland 40 79
taly i 78
Netherlands 44 78
Denmark 46 77
— 321 77
Belgium _ 48 75
Ireland 35 72
Sweden 34 70
France 36 67
Austria 42 66
Switzerland 36 64
Germany 39 62

United Kingdom 36 61

Note: Figures may not add to subtotals indicated due to rounding.
Source: Survey conducted Ap#lugust 2017 in 15 countries. See Methodology for details.
oBeing Christian in Western Eurojge
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In general across the region, Christians are
more likely to express high levels of national
than religious pride. For example, in Ireland, a
slim majority of Christians (56%) say they are
very proud to be Irish, compared with 36% who
are very proud to be Christian.

The survey also asked respondents who identify
as atheist or agnostic whether they are proud of
their religious identity; roughly half or more in
nearly every country surveyed say they are at
least somewhat proud to be atheist or agnostic,
including two -thirds or more in Portugal (79%)
and Spain (68%). (People who said they have
no particular religion were not asked this
question.)

Among Christians, pride in nationality
more common than pride in religion
% of Christians who say they are very proud to be a

national of their country (e.g. fiobeF i n n)i wly o
proud to be a Christian

Very proud to Very proud
be a national of  to be

their country  Christian Difference

Finland 63% 39% +24
Austria 47 24 +23
Denmark 53 30 +23
Sweden 59 36 +23
Norway 67 45 +22
Ireland 56 36 +20
Switzerland 47 28 +19
United Kingdom 42 25 +17
France 46 31 +15
Germany 37 23 +14
Italy 50 36 +14
Belgium 40 27 +13
Netherlands 44 33 +11
Spain 60 50 +10
Portugal 72 67 +5
MEDIAN 50 33

Note: All differences are statistically significant.

Source: Survey conducted Ap#lugust 2017 in 15 countries. See
Methodology for details.
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What does it take to be one of us?

Most Western Europeans emphasize civic elements of their national identity over nativist
elements. Overwhelming majorities in every country surveyed say that speaking the national

| anguage and respecting their countryés | aws
their country (e.g., it is very important or somewhat im portant to speak German to be truly
German, or to respect the laws of Switzerland to be truly Swiss). By comparison, fewer people take
the view that one must have family background in the country, or have been born in the country,

to truly share the nation al identity. Even fewer say one must be Christian to be truly a national of
the country (e.g., it is very important or somewhat important to be Christian to be truly French).

Still, roughly half or more in most countries say one must have ancestry in the country, or that one
must be born in the country, to truly share the national identity. In Portugal, at least eight -in-ten
adults say one must be born in the country (81%) and share its ancestry (80%) to be truly
Portuguese.

www.pewesearchorg
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Mostpeoplese e respecting the countryds i
national language as important to national identity

% who say that is very/somewhat important to truly share their national identity (e.g. to be truly
AAustriano)

To respect the To have family
countryds Tobeabletospeak backgroundfrom To have been bori To be a
and laws national language* that country in the country Christian
Austria 94% 85% 57% 53% 39%
Belgium 95 86 42 49 19
Denmark 98 93 35 36 19
Finland 98 68 51 51 32
France 91 88 53 48 32
Germany 93 86 49 48 34
Ireland 91 82 64 59 48
Italy 91 87 75 68 53
Netherlands 97 96 38 41 22
Norway 98 97 40 41 21
Portugal 96 95 80 81 62
Spain 87 89 59 66 38
Sweden 96 89 21 22 15
Switzerland 93 86 61 58 42
United Kingdom 92 83 58 57 34
MEDIAN 94 87 53 51 34

* In most countries, the dominant language was used (for example, French in France). In three countries, multiple languageslisted
(Belgium: Dutch, French and German; Finland: Finnish and Swedish; Switzerland: French, German and Italian).

Source: SuveyconductedAprikAugust 2017 in 15 countries. See Methodology for details.
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CORRECTI ON (Dec. 13, 2023): A previous version of
people see respecting the countryds instastuti ons &
i mportant to national i dent ity oOistedim Bedgium,&inlandl y descr i
and Switzerland. The chart has been replaced. This change does not substantively affect the

findings of this report.
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Western Europeans divided over whether
their culture is superior to others

Beyond measuring national pride, the survey
also sought to measure nationalist sentiment

by asking people whether they completely
agree, mostly agree, mostly disagree or
completely disagree with the following
statement nOur peopl e
culture is superior to
Overall, there is no regional consensus on this
guestion. Norway is the only country where a
majority of respondents completely or mostly
agree that their culture is superior. Conversely,
majorities in five nations disagree with this

idea, including three -quarters in both Spain

and Belgium. Elsewhere, there is a relatively
even split between people who agree and
disagree with the statement.

Pew Research Center also asked this question
in Central and Eastern Europe, where
somewhat larger percentages tend to express
feelings of cultural superiority, particularly in
Greece (89%), Georgia (85%) and Armenia
(84%).

In many countries, people aresplit on
whether their culture is superior to
others

% who agree/disagree with th e statement, flOur people

are not perfect, but our c
Mostly/completely Completely/mostly
disagree agree
ar eNomagy t per [Ei& b ut our
0 tSvl‘\l/itz(:"erTan%i . 0
Finland
Austria
Italy
Portugal

United Kingdom
Germany
Denmark

Ireland
France

Netherlands

Sweden

Belgium

Spain

Not e: Donét know/refused resp:
Source: Survey conducted Apflugust 2017 in 15 countries. See
Methodology for details.
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Views on immigration

Many Europeansfavor the current level of immigration

Western Europeans are much more likely to say

that the number of immigrants coming to their

country should be reduced than to say ll(n mQSt qoun_trles_, plura_lltles favorl |
immigration levels should be increased eeping immigration at its current leve

. 0, I I i
(medlan of 38% vs. 11%). 0% who say the number of |mm|grants to their country
nowadayss houl d ¢é

] ) ) Remain the
At the same time, there is a lot of public support Be increased same asitis Be reduced
for mainta ining current levels of immigration. Austria 6% 52% 39%
This is the view of a clear majority of adults Be'g'”mk o 36 48
. . Denmar 11 39 45
surveyed in Switzerland (58%) and the UK _

704 I hiv half in F o Finland 12 50 35
5 0?, as well as roughly half in .rance (53%), France 10 53 30
Austria (52%), Germany (51%), Finland (50%) Germany 9 51 38
and Ireland (47%).8 Ireland 15 47 31

Italy 5 36 52
Indeed, in most of the 15 countries surveyed, if Netherlands 13 40 42
one adds the people who favor anincrease in Norway 21 43 30
immigration to those who favor maintaining the ~ Portugal 17 42 29
Spain 13 32 39
current level, then together they outnumber the
. Sweden 16 40 39
share of the public that wants to reduce _
. . . Switzerland 8 58 31
immigration. UK . 57 32
MEDIAN 11 43 38

A notable exception isltaly, which received an Note: D o rkfioiwrefused responses not shown

estimated 720,000 migrants between mid-2010  Source: Survey conducted ApAlugust 2017 in 15 countries. See
and mid-2016 (the fourth highest total in the e ostem Euroe

region, surpassed only bythe UK, Germany and  pgw RESEARCH CENTER

France). More Italians say immigration should
be reduced (526) than say it should be
maintained at its current level (36 %) or increased (5%). In Belgium, Denmark and Spain, there
also is somewhat more public support for reducing immigrat ion than for maintaining current

levels. And attitudes on the issue are closely divided in Sweden and the Netherlands.

8 In several of these countries, aimilar question in the 2013 International Social Survey Programme (ISSP) surf@ynd significantlyhigher

percentages of the public irfavor of reducingimmigration. The difference may be accounted forat least in part,by the context of the

question in the two surveysThe current survey aséd respondents about immigratioimmediately after posing a series of questions about

nationalism and views of religious minorities, while the ISSP survey aska series of agree/disagreequestions aboutthe economic and

social impact of immigrants before asking whether immigration should be reduced. For example, the ISSP asked respondentherttaey

agree with the statements, Ol mmigrants take jobs away f raes®o peopl e wh

www.pewesearchorg
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On balance, mmigrants from Eastern Europeviewed more positively than those from
Middle Eastor Africa

The survey gauged views of
immigrants from three
different parts of the world by

Western Europeans more likely b say that immigrants
from Eastern Europe are hardworking

] % who say that i mmigrants from each
asking respondents whether
; i Hardworking NOT hardworking
they associate two positive Eastern Middle Eastern Middle
attributes with each group: Europe  East Africa | Europe East Africa
. . Austria 70% 51% 54% 21% 37% 34%
working hard and being
. Belgium 74 38 40 13 30 33
honest. Across the region,
. Denmark 70 35 27 18 41 44
people are more likely to hold Finland 65 41 40 8 25 2
these positve views of France 73 61 65 15 23 21
immigrants from Eastern Germany 74 58 58 17 31 30
European countries (like Ireland 75 53 58 16 25 27
Poland) than those from Italy 55 45 47 30 39 37
Nigeria) or Middle Eastern Norway 82 39 sl ! 23 32
. . . Portugal 57 34 47 10 16 12
countries (like Syria). _ g
Spain 52 45 61 17 15 13
indeed o I Sweden 74 57 44 6 14 17
ndeed, majorities in nearly Switzerland 74 65 65 20 27 27
every country say Eastern United Kingdom 77 61 65 18 30 26
European immigrants in MEDIAN 74 45 47 16 25 27
generalarehardworklng.Thls Not e: The survey asked respondents about
includes at least three- Europe, such as those from Poland, 6 0the
. 0 such as those from Nigeria.oo
quarters in Norway (82 A)), the Source: Survey conductedpritAugust 2017 in 15 countries. See Methodology for details.
Netherlands (78%) and the 0Being Christian in Western Euroyde
United Kingdom (7 7%). By PEW RESEARCH CENTER

contrast, in fewer than half
the countries surveyed do majorities say Middle Eastern or African immigrants are hardworking.

Substantial shares across the region decline to answer these questions. This is especially true in

Portugal and Spain, where a quarter of respondents or more say theyi d o n 6 t  kletlmevtdo o r
answer the questions about | mmi gr aesponseisesgpecially et hi c.
common on questions about Middle Eastern and African immigrants.

www.pewesearchorg



60
PEW RESEARCH CENTER

Still, in several countries, at least three-in-ten sayimmigrants from outside Europe are not
hardworking. About four -in-ten Danish adults take this position about immig rants from the

Middle East (41%) and Africa
(44%).

Similarly, in most countries
surveyed, immigrants from
Eastern Europe are more
likely than Middle Eastern or
African immigrants to be
viewed ashonest. In Italy, for
instance, more than half of the
public (55%) says Eastern
European immigrants are
honest, compared with 47%
who say the same about
immigrants from both the
Middle East and Africa. Fully
athird of Italians express the
opinion that Mid dle Eastern
and African immigrants are
not honest.

Spain is an exception to this
pattern; Spanish respondents
are more likely to say African
immigrants are honest or
hardworking compared with
those from Eastern Europe or
the Middle East.

Majorities in France, Germany,Switzerland and the UK
view immigrants from various regions as honest

% who say that i mmigrants from each
Honest NOT honest
Eastern Middle Eastern Middle
Europe East Africa | Europe East Africa

Austria 66% 54% 55% 21% 32% 31%
Belgium 52 42 49 24 26 22
Denmark 46 43 40 36 33 34
Finland 46 39 41 23 27 25
France 66 61 64 18 23 19
Germany 69 58 59 21 29 29
Ireland 66 50 55 17 25 25
Italy 55 a7 47 26 33 33
Netherlands 50 a7 38 26 21 28
Norway 53 44 38 22 19 25
Portugal 42 30 40 14 15 11
Spain 44 40 54 17 14 9
Sweden 58 53 49 14 15 15
Switzerland 74 64 64 18 27 27
United Kingdom 73 58 63 19 32 25
MEDIAN 55 47 49 21 26 25
Note: Thesurvep s ked respondents about the chara
Europe, such as those from Poland, 6 0t he

such as those from Nigeria.oo
Source: Survey conducted Ap#lugust 2017 in 15 countries. Se Methodology for details.
0Being Christian in Western Euroyde
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Again, many respondents decline to answer these questions. In fact, a majority of Portuguese
adults (56%) did not offer an answer about whether Middle Eastern immigrants are honest.
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Attitudes toward religious minorities

Western Europeans say they know little about Islam,Judaism

Vast majorities in every country surveyed say they
Christian religion and its practices, including majorities of adults in Norway (62%) and Ireland
(56%) who say they krCoristiaraty. Aigr eat deal 0 about

But in most countries, people tend to say they knoa
Muslim religion and its practices (median of 63%), or the Jewish religion and its practices (median
of 67%).

Majorities say they know not too much, or nothing at all about Islam, Judaism

% who say they know ___ about &
Christianity Islam Judaism
A great Not much/ A great Not much/ A great Not much/
deal/some nothing at all | deal/some nothing at all deal/some nothing at all
Austria 83% 17% 32% 68% 27% 72%
Belgium 86 14 50 50 35 64
Denmark 88 12 46 54 33 67
Finland 92 8 32 68 30 69
France 77 23 42 57 33 66
Germany 81 19 38 62 33 67
Ireland 81 18 32 67 28 70
Italy 84 16 25 74 24 76
Netherlands 72 28 29 71 23 77
Norway 94 6 60 39 51 48
Portugal 85 15 24 74 17 82
Spain 82 18 28 72 17 83
Sweden 86 14 50 49 40 60
Switzerland 79 21 37 62 34 65
United Kingdom 82 18 37 63 32 67
MEDIAN 83 17 37 63 32 67
Not e: Donét know/refused responses not shown.

Source: Survey conducted Apflugust 2017 in 15 countries. See Methodology for details.
MBeing Christian in Western Eurojge
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Western Europeans less likely to say theyknow Jews than Muslims

Although relatively few respondents say they
know much about the Islamic religion, far more
say they personally know someone who is
Muslim. About half or more in every country
surveyed say they know a Muslim, with the

Majorities in nearly every country say
they personally know atheists and
Muslims, but fewer know Jews

% who say that they person

exceptions of Finland and Portugal. , Atheist  Muslim  Jewish
Austria 71% 62% 42%
] Belgium 63 73 30
Throughout the region, fewer Western Denmark 57 68 33
Europeans say they personally know someone Finland 63 35 19
who is Jewish. This finding aligns with the fact France 81 79 55
that Muslim populations in Europe continue t o Germany 74 67 39
rapidly rise while Jewish populations in the Ireland 63 59 44
region have long been falling. Italy 66 52 41
Netherlands 58 72 40
Norwa 70 69 31
The survey also aked whether respondents y
v k theist: i e Portugal 52 31 18
personally know an atheist; most people in Spain 73 60 18
nearly every country surveyed report that they Sweden 73 71 39
do. Switzerland 77 66 50
United Kingdom 76 71 55
MEDIAN 70 67 39

Source: Survey conducted Ap#lugust 2017 in 15 countries. See
Methodology for details.
0Being Christian in Western E
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Roughly half of adults in Norway say they Majorities say most of their close
have a religiously diverse friendship circle  friends share their religious identity

% who say of their close friends share the same

While many Western Europeans say they know religion as the respondent

someone who has a different religion, they
generally report that their close friendship Sor;ﬁc/‘ggﬂg All/most
circles consist largely of people who have the Italy 26% 74%
same religious identity that they do.
Austria 27 72
Majorities in all but three countries say all or
most of their close friends share their religion
(or, like them, identify as religiously Portugal 71
unaffiliated). In Italy, roughly three -in-four
people (74%) say their friends generally share
their religion. And in Austria, Finland, Portugal Germany
and Ireland, where 75% or more of adults
identify as Christian, at least two-thirds say all
or most of their close friends share their
religious identity.

Finland 25 72
Ireland

Spain
Switzerland

United Kingdom

People report more religiously diverse

friendship circles in Norway, where about half

of respondents (52%) say fiBaocene, 0

ornoineo of their close friends sha
.. . . Belgium

religious identity.

Denmark

Sweden

Netherlands

Norway

Note: Those who said their religiowas O s omet hi ng

how many of their close frien:
Those who said their religion
how many oftheit | ose friends o0belong
oONone of them, 6 was a volunte:
Dondt know/refused responses |
Source: Survey conducted Ap#lugust 2017 in 15 countries. See

Methodology for details.
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Vast majorities would accept
Muslims as neighbors; fewer
as family members

To measure openness toward
members of minority religious
groups, the survey asked
respondents a series of
hypothetical questions: Would
they be willing to accept Jews
and Muslims as neighbors, or
as members of their family?

Majorities in every country
surveyed say they would be
willing to accept Jews as
relatives, while overwhelming
majorities say that they would
be OK with having Jewish
neighbors. Majorities in most
countries also say they would
be willing to accept Muslims as
neighbors or family members.

But, on balance, Europeans
appear to be somewhat less
accepting of Muslims than of
Jews. For example, about

64
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Higher acceptance of Jews than Muslims as members
of family

Would you be willing to accept Jews/Muslims as members of your family?

Jews Muslims
Other/ Other/

Yes No DK/ref. Yes No DK/ref.
Austria 65% 21% 14% 54% 34% 12%
Belgium 89 8 4 77 16 6
Denmark 92 6 2 81 16 3
Finland 82 13 5 66 28 6
France 76 17 7 66 24 10
Germany 69 19 12 55 33 12
Ireland 70 18 12 60 30 10
Italy 57 25 18 43 43 14
Netherlands 96 3 1 88 9
Norway 95 3 2 82 13 5
Portugal 73 18 9 70 20 10
Spain 79 13 8 74 18
Sweden 92 5 3 80 14
Switzerland 72 17 11 57 31 12
United Kingdor 69 23 7 53 36 11
MEDIAN 76 17 7 66 24 10

Note: Figures may not add to 100% due to rounding. Further analysis of the data shows th
those who do not give a clear response are mosamilar in their characteristics to those who
samwo 6 t han thwse 6who say 0

Source: Survey conducted Ap#lugust 2017 in 15 countries. See Methodology for details.
0Being Christian in Western Europebd
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sevenin-ten British adults (69%) say they would be willing to accept Jews as relatives, while fewer
(53%) say this about Muslims. And nearly nine-in-ten respondents in the UK (88%) would accept
Jews as neighbors, 10 percentage points higher than the share who say they would accept Muslims

as neighbors (78%).
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In several countries, significant

sharesdo not express Most people say they would be willing to accept Jews,
willingness to accept Jews and  Muslims as neighbors
Muslims in their Would you be willing to accept Jews/Muslims as neighbors?
neighborhoods or families.
. . Jews Muslims
That is, they either say they Other/ Other/
would be unwilling to accept Yes No DK/ref. Yes No DK/ref.
communities or families, or Belgium 94 4 2 a1 7 3
. Denmark 97 2 1 91 8 1

they decline to answer the _

estion. For example, just Finland % > 2 83 14 3
qu ' . ble. ] _ France 90 7 3 85 11 4
under half (46%) of Au.st.rlans Germany 86 8 6 77 13 10
say they would be unwilling Ireland 82 10 8 75 14 11
(34%) or do not know whether Italy 77 12 11 65 21 14
they would be willing (12%) to Netherlands 99 1 0 96 3 1
accept Muslims as members of ~ Norway 98 1 0 92 6 2
their family. Roughly a third of Portugal 85 10 5 83 11 6
Austrians (35%) say they would ~ SPain 87 8 4 86 1 3
be unwilling (21%) or do not Swfaden 9% 2 ! %0 8 2
know whether they would be Switzerland o ® ° ’° 1 10

o 0 y ) United Kingdon 88 9 3 78 16 5
willing (14%) to accept Jews in MEDIAN 88 8 3 83 11 4

their family.
y Note: Figures may not add to 100% due to rounding. Further analysis of the data shows th

those who do not give a clear response are more similar in their characteristics to those wt
samwo 6 t han thwse 6who say 0

Source: Survey conducted Ap#lugust 2017 in 15 countries. See Methodology for details.
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Across Western Europe, no consensus

Weste_rn Europgans d_lVlded_ over whether on whether Islam is compatible with
Islam is compatible with national values national culture and values
While most Western Europeans express % who say é
willingness to accept Muslims as neighbors or There is no
. . fundamental
family members, they are more divided on Islam is fundamentally  contradiction
whether Islam fits with their national values incompatible with their  between Islam and
country's culture and values  their national
and culture. culture/values
. France 34% 5204
The survey asked respondents to choose which
of two statements comes closer to their own Sweden 34 48
views: filslam is fundamentally i n cgQuisp i e
. . ~ Swiize[land 42 N
with [their countryds] cu ur e an o]
AiThere is no fundamental ggumtr adi ¢
between Islam and [theircount r y 6 s] cul tur e
and values0Across the region, there is no Denmark
clear consensus on this question.In Finland Germany
and Italy, the prevailing view is that there is a
fundamental contradiction between Islam and Netherlands
the national culture and values. Elsewhere, Portugal
opinions are more evenly split or lean toward
the position that Islam is compatible with UK
national values. reland
Italy 53 33
Finland 62 29
Not e: Doné6t know/refused resp:

Source: Survey conducted Ap#lugust 2017 in 15 countries. See
Methodology for details.
0Being Christian in Western Eurojge
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Western Europeans support restrictions on
Mus | i m wacenevebngs

A hotly debated question in some parts of
Europe is whether Muslim women should be
prohibited from wearing various kinds of
religious clothing. Respondents were asked

which of three options

women who live in [country] should be allowed
to wear any religious clothing of their

Most favor at least some restrictions on
the religious clothing of Muslim women

% who say Muslim women who live in their country &

At least some restrictions

Should be ~ Should be
they f afloyyeg tp allowed to

wear any Wear religious Should not
religious  clothing, as be allowed to
clothing of long as itdoes wear any
their not cover religious

. . " . hoosin their face
choosing, 0 nMusllrn' WomeAﬂSmaWho fgoo% -
[country] should be allowed to wear religious Belgium 19 51
clothing,aslongasi t does nNnot COMeBrark t heigg f 39
or AMuslim women who | ipagd i n [ asou 39
not be all owed to wear Famey 1 el 259i 50

Germany 25 50

Most Western Europeans favor restricting the Ireland 32 <)

religious clothing worn by Muslim women in Italy 23 «9

. . . Netherlands 19 65
their country, especially clothing that covers a

R ¢ Hal f Norway f 26d 53
W0 mano.s ace. a. | or n},grt[]gg 0 adu -
the 15 countries surveyed favor restricting face Spain 30 38
coverings, such as nigabs and burgas. And an Sweden 49 32
additional one -in-five or more in most Switzerland 20 56
countries favor prohibiting all religious clothing  United Kingdom 27 52
for Muslim women. Combined, majorities in 12 MEDIAN 26 50
out of 15 countries favor at least some Note: Dondt know/refused

restrictions on Musli m religious dress.

In France, where debates on religious attire in
beach townshave beenhighly publicized and

clothing
24%

28
22
14 d

22 g .

24
22
30
14
19
12
24
16
23
19
22

|t

resp:

Source: Survey conducted Ap#lugust 2017 in 15 countries. See

Methodology for details.
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politically charged, 22% of respondents favor restrictions on all religious clothing for Muslim
women, while half say that just face coverings should be restricted. On the other hand, roughly half
of the public in Portugal (52%) and Sweden (49%) say Muslim women should be allowed to wear

whatever religious clothing they want.

www.pewesearchorg
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Few say large shares of Muslims in their
country support violent extremist groups

In several of the countries surveyed, including
the UK, France and Belgium, extremists have
carried out attacks in the name of Islam in
recent years.However, relatively few Western
Europeans think there is widespread support
among Muslims in their country for violent
extremist groups.

The survey asked respondents to estimate how
many Muslims in their coun try support violent
extremist grou p s : imost, O
or Avery few.0 The
A v e r yor fioevwslims support violent
extremist groups: A median of 49% of adults
across the region choose this option (or
volunteer that no Muslims support extremism),
including 57% in the UK and 56% in
Switzerland. Belgian (32%) and Dutch (33%)
respondents are less likelyto take this position;
most say at | east
country support violent extremist groups (61%
and 63%, respectively).

In some countries, significant shares decline to
answer the question. In Portugal, 32% of

Most Belgian and Dutch respondents
see at least some support for extremism
among Muslims within their borders

% who say ___ Muslims in their country support violent
extremist groups

Minany  Justsome o oo
Belgium 22% 39% 32%
Spain 19 30 33
Netherlands 18 45 33
Denmark 17 32 46
Finland 17 34 42
Italy 16 34 42
fi ha nFyanced A j us tld s o mé’ 55
mo s tNogy mmon adhswed? i s ¥hat
Germany 12 32 52
United Kingdom 12 28 57
Sweden 11 28 54
Austria 10 32 53
Portugal 9 27 32
Switzerland 9 31 56
Ireland 8 26 52
MEDIAN 13 32 49

fso meNQt eMu(ﬁ)@llniedfn%im@i Qoltuhteeierred r

know/refused responses not shown.

Source: Survey conducted Ap#lugust 2017 in 15 countries. See
Methodology for details.
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respondents say that they do not know or refuse to answer the question, as do 18% of respondents

in Spain.
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At least one-in-five people in most
countries say the teachings of some
religions promote violence

The survey was conducted from April to
August, 2017, a few months after theBerlin
Christmas Market terror attack on Dec. 20,
2016. Interviews were already underway in the
UK when the Manchester concert terror attack
took place in May 2017.

In light of these and other events, the survey
asked respondents tochoosewhich of two
statements they consider to be the bigger
problem with regard to violence committed in
the name of religion: Th@& teachings of some
religions
peopl e use
Majorities in every country say the bigger
problem is that some violent people use
religion to justify their actions.

At the same time, roughly one-in-five or more
respondents in most countries say the bigger
problem is that the teachings of some reigions
promote violence. A third of respondents in
Italy and three -in-ten in Austria and
Switzerland take this position.

pr o m&ame violentol ence, 0
religion to

Majorities say some violent people use
religion to justify their actions

% who say the bigger problem about violence committed
in the name of religion is é

The teachings of Some violentpeople use
some religions  religion to justify their
promote violence actions

Belgium 17%
Sweden
Norway
Germany
Portugal
United Kingdom
i u ST
France
Switzerland
Austria
Netherlands
Finland

Ireland

Spain

Italy 33 60

Note:Other/nei t her / depends/ dondt knc
shown.

Source: Survey conducted Ap#lugust 2017 in 15 countries. See
Methodology for details.
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Those who sad that the teachings of some religions promote

violence were asked & open-ended follow -up question: A Wh i ©heinten or more in

religion or religions in particular have teachings that promote
violence? @he most common answeris Islam. Among all
respondents, roughly one-in-five or more sa this in Italy

(26%), Austria (23 %), Switzerland (21%) and Ireland (19%). Far
fewer Western Europeans mention Christianity or other
religions, or say that the teachings ofall religions promote
violence.

In France, which experienced severalterror attacks committed
in the name of Islam in the year leading up to the survey, 14%
say Islamic teachings promote violence, as do 16% in the UK,
where in light of the concert bombing in Manchester, terror
threat | evels wer e thesiunsegwhsihtbhe
field.

www.pewesearchorg

most countries say
Islamic teachings
promote violence

% who say fthe teachings of some
religions promote violence ,06 a n ¢
name Islam in particular

Italy - 26%
Austria - 23

France . 14
Netherlands . 13

Spain l 10
Portugall 8

Sweden I 8

MEDIAN. 14

Source: Survey conductedpritAugust 2017
in 15 countries. See Methodology for detail
0Being Christian in Western Eurogde
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Most disagree with negative statements about Muslims

To further examineWe st er n Eur opeans?®
extent to which people agree
want to impose their religio

att

or

us

tudes

t owar d

di sagree

Western European country surveyed completely or mostly disagree with this statement.

Still, a median of 30% across the countries surveyedsay theyeither completely or mostly agree

Wi

with it, including 41% in Belgium and 40% in Spain. One-in-five Spaniards and Danescompletely

agree that Muslims want to impose religious law on everyone else in their countries.

t h
aw oamosevery yone

At least one-inive in all countries say Muslims want to impose religious law

% who agree/disagree with the statement, il n t hei r hear t s  posdihed feligious lawan everyane

elsd0 in the respondentédés country
MY sty agee ML oy
Belgium 17% 24% 41% 27%
Spain 20 20 40 20
Denmark 20 17 37 23
Italy 12 22 35 23
Norway 18 18 35 23
Netherlands 15 18 34 27
Finland 13 18 31 25
Austria 9 21 30 28
Germany 9 18 27 26
Ireland 8 19 27 25
Switzerland 7 18 25 26
United Kingdom 10 13 24 27
France 8 15 23 23
Portugal 12 10 23 16
Sweden 11 12 23 12
MEDIAN 12 18 30 25
Not e: Dond6t know/refused responses not shown.

Source: Survey conductedpritAugust 2017 in 15 countries. See Methodology for details.
Being Christian in Western Eurojge
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Completely
disagree

29%
29
35
36
36
35
36
39
44
43
a7
a7
49
48
57
39

Figures

NET
Disagree

56%

49
58
60
58
62
61
66
70
67
73
75
73
65
69
65
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not
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The surveyalso askednon-Muslim respondents the extent to which they agree or disagree with the

foll owing statement: fADue to the number of Musl i ms
country. o0 I n every c oun tdisagreewithrthisestgtement, in¢luaingl3@s maj or i t
or more in Norway, Sweden and Finland.

In most countries, about one-in-five or more adults agree with the statement, although no more
than one-in-ten completely agree. The only exception is Belgium, where 15% completely agree and
an additional 22% mostly agree. In Italy, 32% of respondents say they feel like a stranger in their
country due to the number of Muslims, and , in Germany, which has received a large number of
refugees from predominantly Muslim countries in recent years, 25% express this view.

More than a third of Belgians feel alienated due to number of Muslims in Belgium

% of non-Muslim adults who agree /disagree with the statement,iDue t o the number of Mu:

stranger in my own countryo

Belgium 15% 22% 37% 26% 36% 62%
Italy 10 22 32 24 41 65
Germany 7 19 25 28 45 73
Austria 6 19 25 30 44 74
Netherlands 10 13 23 21 55 76
Spain 10 13 24 25 46 70
Switzerland 7 16 23 26 50 76
United Kingdom 8 14 23 26 50 76
Denmark 9 12 21 18 60 78
Ireland 5 16 21 26 49 75
France 6 13 20 23 53 77
Norway 8 10 18 18 63 80
Sweden 5 14 11 73 83
Portugal 6 7 14 13 66 79
Finland 3 8 15 74 89
MEDIAN 7 13 23 24 50 76
Not e: Donét know/refused responses not shown. Figures may not

Source: Survey conducted Apflugust 2017 in 15 countries. See Methodology for details.
Being Christian in Western Eurojge
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Negative stereotypes about Jews widely rejected

To gauge levels of antiJewish sentiment in public opinion in Western Europe, the survey asked
respondents whether they completely agree, mostly agree, mostly disagree or completely disagree
with two strongly worded negative statements: fAJews al ways pursue their

interest of the country they live ihaveasdf idead.

Majorities across the region disagree with both of these statements, including about three-quarters
or more in France, Germany, the Netherlands and the UK. Still, about 30% or more in Belgium,
Italy, Portugal and Spain completely or mostly agree with each of these statements.

Many respondents decline to answer these questions. In approximately half the countries
surveyed, at least oneiin-ten people either refuse to saywhether they agree or disagree with the
statements or saythey do not know; these percentages are highest in Spain and Portugal.

Measuring Islamophobia and anti-Semitism

The survey included a few questions in which respondents were asked whether they completely
agree, mostly agree, mostly disagree or completely disagree with strongly worded negative
statements about Muslims and Jews. These should be interpreted with caati@hey were not
designed to measure Islamophobia or anBemitism in a robust or comprehensive way, but rather to
capture someexpressedsentiments about theseminority groups. Some respondentsmay harbor
negative feelings about Muslim&nd Jews but not express thento a survey interviewer; others may
express hostile feelings in a survey but not have the opportunity or inclinatioraitt in a hostile way.
(The survey did not attempt to measuredstile actions or behaviorsagainst religious and ethnic
minorities.) Also, e questions about Muslims and Jews were not constructed to parallel each
other, so comparisons betweethe levels of expressedegative sentiment toward the two groups
should bemade verycautiously, if at all

www.pewesearchorg
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Substantial minorities in some countries hold negative stereotypes about Jews

Statement 1: o0Jews always pursue their own intere
% who & CDMEN woswagee WS oSN UIEERY e
Portugal 21% 15% 36% 14% 22% 36%
Spain 15 17 32 15 18 34
Italy 9 22 31 25 34 59
Belgium 11 17 28 28 27 55
Norway 10 15 25 20 35 55
Switzerland 6 18 24 23 50 72
Austria 5 17 22 26 46 72
Finland 7 14 21 26 34 60
Ireland 6 15 21 27 41 67
France 6 13 19 22 51 73
Germany 5 14 19 27 49 76
Denmark 7 11 18 22 42 64
United Kingdom 5 12 16 28 52 80
Netherlands 6 8 14 21 52 73
Sweden 4 9 13 8 59 66
MEDIAN 6 15 21 23 42 66
Statement 2: 0Jews al ways overstate how mu
% who ¢ Coergtaeleeéew Mostly agree Al\gl;rEeTe d'i\ggatrlge C&?fglﬁéily Dié\lalz-:ee
Italy 12% 25% 36% 22% 33% 55%
Portugal 18 15 33 17 26 43
Spain 13 17 30 20 22 42
Belgium 10 18 28 28 31 59
Austria 6 15 22 28 45 73
Ireland 7 15 22 25 42 67
Norway 8 13 21 21 a7 68
Switzerland 5 16 21 24 51 75
Finland 5 14 19 27 39 66
Germany 6 12 18 26 51 77
Denmark 7 11 17 24 46 70
France 5 13 17 22 53 76
United Kingdom 4 12 16 26 55 81
Netherlands 5 10 15 22 54 77
Sweden 4 7 11 9 66 75
MEDIAN 6 14 21 24 46 70
Not e: Doné6t know/refused responses not shown. Figures may not

Source: Survey conductedpritAugust 2017 in 15 countries. See Methodology for details.
Being Christian in Western Eurojge
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Scale of Nationalist, anti -Immigrant, anti-
religious Minority sentiment

Overall, attitudes on nationalism, immigration
and religious minorities are closely associated
with one another. For example, people who
express negative views of Muslims also
generally favor reducing immigration . And
people who voice negative views of Muslims are
also more likely to voice negative views of
Jews?

These correlations made it possible for
researchersto combine 22 individual questions
on these topics into a scale.The higher the
score on the scalei on which scores from zero
to 10 are possiblei the more likely a
respondent is to expressNationalist, anti-
Immigrant and anti-religious Minority views
(NIM). Because the number of questions about
each topic varies, each question was weighted
so the three topics covered have equal impacts
on the scalel0

The NIM scale illuminates country -level
variations. Swedesare the least likely to express
nationalist , anti-immi grant and anti -minority
views (8% score higher than 9. ltalians,
meanwhile, score relatively high on the scale:

Onein-four Danish, German, Irish and
Swiss adults score higher than 5 on a
10-point scale of nationalism, anti -

immigrant and anti-minority sentiment
% who score ¢

Score between Median

5.01 and 10 score (0-10)

Austria 29% 3.3
Belgium 20 2.7
Denmark 25 2.7
Finland 23 3.1
France 19 2.5
Germany 25 2.9
Ireland 25 3.1
Italy 38 4.1
Netherlands 16 2.3
Norway 19 25
Portugal 18 3.5
Spain 17 2.9
Sweden 8 1.2
Switzerland 25 3.3
United Kingdom 22 3.0
MEDIAN 22

Note: The NIMscore combines answers to 22 individual questions
measuringnationalist sentiment, antimmigration attitudes and anti
Muslim and antiJewish sentiment. See pag&6 for full list of items
included in the scale. See Appendix A for more details on the scale
Source: Survey conducted Ap#lugust 2017 in 15 countries. See
Methodology for details.

oBeing Christian in Western Eurojge
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Nearly four-in-ten (38%) score above 5 a larger share thanin any other country surveyed. Median

scores in the B3 other countries fall in betweenSwe de n 6 s

medi an (1.2) and

9 1n the U.S. and UK, David Voasd Rodney Ling also find that attitudes toward minority groups such as Muslims, Jews and Buddhists tend to
be highly correlated with each other, even though a higher share of the population harbors negative sentiment toward Musfienstoward

other growp s . See Voas, Davi d, and
Thomson, Mirada Phillips, Elizabeth Clery anSarah Butte d s .

Rodney

0

Ling.
British Social

2010. JoHE€lrticg Katarna i n
Attitudes: The

10 |n total, thereare 22 items in the scaled three on nationalism, seven on immigration and 12 on religious minorities. Since the three topics
contribute varying numbers of questions, the total score was scaled to 10 such that questions on all three topics contrilegieally to the

scale. The three questions about nationalism are each worth 1.11 points on the-f0int scale; questions about immigration are each worth
roughly 0.48 points; and questions about Muslims and Jews are each worth about 0.28 points.

www.pewesearchorg
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What goes into the Nationalist, anti-immigrant and anti-Minority (NIM) scale
The following questions were combined into a scale such that questions on kaxf the three topics
(nationalism, immigration and religious minorities) contributed equally to the scale. Scores increase by the

amount noted bel ow if

Nationalism (each worth 1.11 points)
1.

a respondent says ¢

It is very/somewhat important to have been borin [COUNTRY] to be truly [NATIONALITY] (e.g., to

have been born in France to be truly French).

2. ltis very/somewhat important to have [NATIONALITY] family background to be truly [NATIONALI1
(e.g., to have French family background to be truly French).

3. lcompletely/ mostly agree that, o0Our people a

Immigration (each worth 0.48 points)

1. The number of immigrants to [COUNTRY] should be reduced.

2. Immigrants from Eastern Europe, such as those from Poland, aret hardworking.

3. Immigrants from the Middle East, such as those from Syria, anet hardworking.

4. Immigrants from Africa, such as those from Nigeria, am®t hardworking.

5. Immigrants from EasterrEurope, such as those from Poland, amot honest.

6. Immigrants from the Middle East, such as those from Syria, amet honest.

7. Immigrants from Africa, such as those from Nigeria, ar®ot honest.

Religious minorities(each worth 0.28 points)

1. lamnotwiling, or dondét know (or declined to answe

2. lamnotwi I i ng, or dondt know (or declined to a
members.
lamnotwi | | i ng, or dondt know (or declined to a

4. lamnotwi | I i ng, or dond6ét know (or declined to a
members.

5 1 completely/ mostly agr e wanttdirapose thérlrefigiotsHaaormr h ¢
everyone else in [COUNTRY] .6

6. 1 completely/ mostly agree that, oDue to the
country. o

7.1 completely/ mostly agree that, 0Jfeemwsed.lOwvay s

8 | completely/ mostly agree that, o0Jews al way:¢
country they live in.o

9. Islam has teachings that promote violence.

10. All/most/many Muslims in the country support violent extremist groups

11. Muslim womenwho live in the country should not be allowed to weany religious clothing.

12.1 sl am i s

fundamentally

i ncompati bl e with t he

www.pewesearchorg



The scaleprovides an
opportunity to analyzewhich
attributes are most closely
associated with
likelihood of expressng
nationalist opinions and
negative views of religious
minorities and immigrants.
Overall, Christians (both
church-attending and non-
practicing) are more likely than
religiously unaffiliated people
to score higher than 5 on the
NIM scale. For example, in the
UK, 27% of churchgoing
Christians and 24% of non-
practicing Christians score
higher than 5 on the NIM scale,

compared with 18%edRigdomdNones.

But many factors could be
correlated with holding
nationalist, anti -immigration
and anti-minority views.
Controllin g for a variety of
variablesi such as age, gender,
education, political ideology,
personal economic situation,
religious affiliation, religious
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Christians, whether they go to church or not, are more
|l i kely than reli gi othan5@®@m
the 10-point NIM scale

%dvho Bc%erhigped tPP%Sém the 10-point NIM scale

Church-

attending Non-practicing Religiously

Christians Christians unaffiliated
Austria 42% 26% 17%
Belgium 26 24 14
Denmark 26 31 14
Finland 26 25 14
France 29 23 10
Germany 41 24 18
Ireland 38 21 11
Italy 49 38 16
Netherlands 17 21 12
Norway 16 25 16
Portugal 21 19 11
Spain 22 23
Sweden 8 10
Switzerland 34 27 13

0 24 15

MEDIAN 26 24 14

* In West Germany44% of church-attending Christiansand 22% of nonpracticing Christians
score above5onthe1l0poi nt NI M scal e, compared wit
do not permit conclusive statements about patterns by religion in East Germagy West
Germany

Note: The NIM score combines answers to 22 individual questions measurrajionalist
sentiment, antimmigration attitudes and antiMuslim and antiJewish sentiment. See pag@6
for full list of items included in the scale.

Source: Survey conducted ApAlugust 2017 in 15 countries. See Methodology for details.
MBeing Christian in Western Eurojge
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observance and more i researchers conducted statistical analysis of the survey data to determine
which characteristics stand out above the others.

Independent of other factors, Western Europeans who identify as Christian (whether churchgoing
or not) score higher on the NIM scale than those who have no religious affiliation. Put more
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simply: Christian identity, on its own, is associated with higher levels of nationalism and negative
views of religious minorities and immigrants. 1

This is not to say that most Christians in Europe oppose immigration or want to keep Muslims and

Jews out of their neighborhoods. In all 15 countries surveyed, fewer than half of all Christians

score higher than 5 on the scale The results also donot imply that Christian theology or religious

teachings necessarilylead to anti-immigrant, anti -Muslim or anti -Jewish positions; on the

contrary, many churches have been ative in resettling refugees from the Middle East and

elsewhere Theoretically, the causal connection could go in either direction (or in both directions):

It could be that holding anti -immigrant positions may leadaperson t o embr ace Europebd
historically dominant religious identity , r at her than that identifying wi
dominant religious group leads a person to take anti-minority positions. The survey data show a

statistical correlation 7 not a clear relationship of cause and effect.

11 These resultsare based on a logistic regression model predicting high scores on theig2m NIM scale (alpha = 0.866 ordered alpha =

0.95) weighted into a scale ranging from zero to 10. Respondents who scored 5.01 or higher were coded as 1. People who scoretbZero

were coded as zero. Other ways of dividing the scale produce similar results, as do other types of regression modelingéfopée, OLS). The

model controls for several factors, including age, education, gender, political ideology, religion, religioseance, satisfaction with the way

things are going in the country, satisfaction with personal economic situation, personal familiarity with Muslims, persanailfarity with Jews,

having knowledge about Islam, having knowledge about Judaism, and havandjverse friend circle. See Appendix A for full explanation of the
development of the scale, including statistical tests for robustness.

Several other studies have examined the correlates of attitudes toward immigration and minorities. Seeexample,Weber, Hannes. 2015.

oNational and regional proportion of immigrants and perceived threat of immigration: A thieeel analysis in Western Europe6 | nt er nat i onal
Journal of Comparative Sociologplso seeK e hr ber g, J &PsbicrOpifian or2n@gration i Western Europe: Economics,

Tolerance, and Exposure @omparative European PoliticAlso seeSt o r m, I n@gChdi s20hh. Nati onsd?- Et hnic Chr
Immigration Attitudes in Four Western European Couesi Nordic Journal of Religion and Society. The logistic regression model controls for

many of the factors previously identified by these studies, including gender, education, ideology, contact with Muslim&xiample,having

Muslim friends) and seHldescribed personal economic situation.

www.pewesearchorg
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Moreover, religious identity is
far from the only
characteristic associated with
where respondents stand on
these questions. The analysis
also finds that personal
familiarity with Muslims or
Jewsis associated with lower
NIM scores. That is, people
who say they personally know
a Muslim tend to have lower
scores on the scale (i.e., to be
more accepting of immigrants
and minorities , and to be less
nationalistic). To a lesser
extent, the same pattern holds
for those who personally know
a Jewish person, although
significantly more people in
Europe today say theyare
personally acquainted with
Muslim s than with Jews.

Political ideology also is tied
very closely to NIM scores.1?
Peoplewho describe their
political views as being more
toward the right wing in their
country are much more likely
to score high on the scale,
compared with those who
classify themselves as left
leaning. Education, too, is a
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Nationalist, anti-Immigrant and anti-religious Minority
(NIM) views in Western Europe

Relative influence of each factor

Right-wing political ideology (vs. left) +35% pts.

Church-attending Christian

(vs. unaffiliated) +15

Non-practicing Christian
(vs. unaffiliated)

Male

All friends belong to same religion as
respondent

Know a great deal/some about Islam

Young (ages 18 to 34)

Personal economic situation good

Know a Jewish person

Satisfied with country's direction

College educated

(vs. less education) 15

Know a Muslim -19

Note: The number shown is the difference in predicted probability of scoratgpve5 on the
10-point Nationalist, anti-immigrant and antiMinority (NIM)scale, after controlling for other
factors.0 Ch vuartcthendi ng Chri sti an¢ ftiesdsehvicésiatieastd
monthly. Those who attend no more than a few timesyear are defined as nospracticing
Christians. The model was also tested using a scale of religious commitment (seilts on
page 162). Individual effects of each countnare also taken into accountRoughly 1,800
respondents across all 15 countries did not provide a political ideology. These respondent:
are controlled for in the modelSee Appendix A for full explanation of the development of th
scale, including statistical tess for robustness.

Source: Survey conducted Apflugust 2017 in 15 countries. See Methodology for details.
MBeing Christian in Western Eurojge
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12 Respondents were asked to place themselvesonasewpno i nt spectrum of political ideol ogy. The f
and the | ast threghtarée Tchhd g owh o eadh msse otrhe mi ddl e of the scale are cc
above, although they are controlled for in the moddh addition, roughly 1,800 respondents across all 15 countries did not provide a political

ideology;they are also controlled for in the model.
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strong factor: Adults with college degrees are considerably more likely than those with less
education to score low on the NIM scale.

The relationship between age and NIM scores is weaker. While yourger people tend to score lower
on the NIM, statistical analysis suggests thatthis has to do less withtheir age and more with other,
related factors such asideology, religion and familiarity with Muslims. For example, younger
people are considerably morelikely than older people to say they personally know a Muslim. They
are also more likely than older adults to say they are religiously unaffiliated. Both factors are
closely associated with lower NIM scores.

Many intangible factors can influence how respondents choose to answer questions on sensitive
topics like nationalism, immigration and the place of minorities in European society, including the
general proclivity of people to frame their views in a manner than is socially acceptable.
Nonetheless, the survey reveals several measurable attributes that are correlated with these views.
All'in all, Christian affiliation and right -wing political ideology are closely associated with higher
levels of nationalist , anti-immigration and anti -minority views, while college education and
personal familiarity with Muslims are associated with lower levels of nationalist, anti -immigrant
and anti-minority sentiment.

Measuring religious commitment

In many places in this report, religious commitment is measured primarily by attendance at religious services:
Christians who attend church at least monthly are categorized as churchgoing Christians, while those who attend
more than a few times a year @ categorized as nomracticing Christians. Many scholars consider attendance at
religious services a standard measure of religious observance, especially for Christians. But church attendance is
not the onlyway to measure Christian religious commitmen&n alternative approach, also used in this report,
combines four separate measures of religious commitment into an index: how important a person considers religic
in their lives, how often they attend religious services, how often they pray and whethaytbelieve in God with
absolute certainty. Christian respondents are classified as high, medium or low in their religious commitment base
on their scores on the index.

I'f one replaces oO0chur ephrqaaitn ¢ i Qlgr iChtrii escompnseabe(high,it din t
medium and low levels of religious commitment), the NIM regression models continue to find significant difference
between Christians (at all levels of religious commitment) and religiously unaffiliated adults in the region. For the
results of this regression model, see Appendix A.
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2. Religious identity

Most people in Western Europe identify as Secularization is evident in Western

Christian s. But across the region, fewer people Europe, but most people continue to
say they are currently Christian than say they identify as Christians

were baptized or raisedas Christian s. % who were/are &

Raised Currently

In every country, net losses for Christians are Baptized ~ Christian  Christian
. . i 0, 0, 0,
accompanied by net gains for the share of Austria 91% 86% 80%
. Belgium 93 83 55
adults who say they have no religion College-
| | Denmark 95 80 65
educaFed people, younger adults and men are Finland 97 85 47
more likely than others to say they are now France 83 75 64
religiously unaffiliated after having been raised Germany 86 79 71
Christian. Ireland 90 88 80
Italy 94 88 80
Those who were raised in a religion and now Netherlands 69 67 41
identify as unaffiliated cite several factors as Norway 93 79 o1

important in their decision to leave their faith. Portugal 9% 94 83
Spai 66

~ : 6 92
Most say they ngradualIsgligeﬁrlftedzoawa¥4 from

: : R : : : . 52 .
r.ell.-glon...o Maj.o.rltlles aslwiéegandreporgbl dlglagre7g|ng
with religious positions on social issues, like United Kingdom 82 79 73
homosexuality and abortion, as a reason they MEDIAN 91 81 71
no Ionger Identlfy with a I'E|IgI0n. And at least Source: Survey conducted Ap#lugust 2017 in 15 countries. See

half of respondents in several countries, Methodology for details.

. . . . i Being Christian in Western Eu
especially in predominantly Catholic ones, cite
PEW RESEARCH CENTER
church scandals.
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Most Western Europeans identify as
Christian

Across the countries surveyed, most adults
identify as Christian, including eight -in-ten or
more in Portugal (8 3%), Austria (80%), Ireland
(80%) and Italy (80%). By contrast, the
Netherlands has the lowest share of Christians
in the region (4 1%).

Religiously unaffiliated adults @ that is, those
who do not identify with a religion, but describe
themselves instead as
agnostic or atheisti are a sizablepopulation in
the region. Still, of the countries surveyed, only
in the Netherlands do religiously unaffiliated
adults outnumber Christians (48% vs. 41%).

Five hundred years after the start of the
Protestant Reformation , most countries in the
region are still either predominantly Catholic or
predominantly Protestant. Generally, the
Protestant countries have higher shares of
unaffiliated adults than do Catholic countries in
the region. For example, in Ireland, Italy and
Portugal (all predominantly Catholic), just 15%
of adults are religiously unaffiliated, compared
with 23% in the UK and 30% in Denmark (both
predominantly Protestant).

Younger adults (those between the ages of 18

)

While most Western Europeans identify
as Christian, considerable minorities
claim no religious identity

% who identify as &
Religiously Other/
Christian unaffiliated DK/ref.
Austria 80% 16% 4=100%
Belgium 55 38 7
Denmark 65 30 5
Finland 77 22 1
fF¥& hing %n pa&& ticudll ar, o
Germany 71 24 5
Ireland 80 15 5
Italy 80 15 5
Netherlands 41 48 10
Norway 51 43 6
Portugal 83 15 2
Spain 66 30 4
Sweden 52 42 6
Switzerland 75 21 4
United Kingdom 73 23 4
MEDIAN 71 24 5

Note: Figures may not add to 100% due to rounding.Ot h e nef/d |
are mostlyMuslim respondents. General populatiosurveysmay not
fully capture the size of minority populations, such as Muslims;
therefore, these figures may differ from previously published
demographic estimates.

Source: Survey conducted Aplugust 2017 in 15countries. See
Methodology for details.
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Western Eu

and 34), men and college graduates are more likely to selfidentify as religiously unaffiliated, while
older respondents (age 35 and up), women and those with Ess than a college education are more

likely to identify as Christian.
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Decline in share of Christians is accompanied by gains for religiously unaffiliated

Even though majorities across the region identify as Christian, in every country surveyed,

Christi anity has experienced net losses as a result of religious switching. The vast majority of
Western European adults say they were raised Christian, but significantly fewer in every country
currently identify as Christian. The decreases in Christian identity are mirrored by increases in the
shares who report having no religion.

Christians have seen the most substantial net losses in Belgium, the NetherlandsNorway, Spain
and Sweden. For example, there is a difference of 28 percentage points between the share of
Norwegians who were raised Christian (79%) and the share who are curently Christian (5 1%),
matching the 28-point gap between those who were raised unaffiliated (15%) and the current
unaffiliated share (43%).

Declines for Christianity mirrored by gains for religiously unaffiliated

% who say they were/ are €

Raised Currently Raised Currently
Christian Christian NETChange unaffiliated unaffiliated NETChange

Belgium 83% 55% 28 12% 38% +26
Norway 79 51 -28 15 43 +28
Netherlands 67 41 -26 22 48 +26
Spain 92 66 26 5 30 +25
Sweden 74 52 22 21 42 +21
Denmark 80 65 -15 16 30 +14
France 75 64 -11 17 28 +11
Portugal 94 83 -11 4 15 +11
Finland 85 77 8 14 22 +8
Germany 79 71 8 17 24 +7
Ireland 88 80 8 7 15 +8
Italy 88 80 8 8 15 +7
Austria 86 80 6 11 16 +5
Switzerland 81 75 -6 15 21 +6
United Kingdom 79 73 6 17 23 +6
MEDIAN 81 71 15 24

Note: All changes are statistically significant.
Source: Survey conducted ApAlugust 2017 in 15 countries. See Methodology for details.
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In severalcountries, the share of religiously unaffiliated adults has more than doubled within the
lifetime of the survey respondents. For instance, in Belgium, 12% of adults were raised unaffiliated
and 38% report having no religion today. By comparison, the rise in the share of religiously

unaffiliated adults has been more modest in
Austria, Switzerland and the United Kingdom.

Overall, large majorities of those raised
Christian still identify as Christian today, but
Christians have relatively low retention rates
(the share of all people raised as Christian who
are still Christian) in Belgium (65%), Sweden
(65%), Norway (62%) and the Netherlands
(57%). The overwhelming majority of those who
have left Christianity now identify as religiously
unaffiliated.

Similarly, the vast majority of those raised
religiously unaffiliated stay religiously
unaffiliated, but significant minorities in some
countries now identify as Christian or with
some other religion, or give an ambiguous
response about their current religion. In
France, for example, 88% of those raised
religiously unaffiliated are still religiously
unaffiliated today, while 8% say they are now
Christian and 4% say they nowidentify with
another religion or do not provide a definitive
response about their current religion.

Christians and religiously unaffiliated
Europeanshave similar retention rates

Among those Among those
raised Christian, | raised religiously
share who ill unaffiliated, share
identify as who still identify as
Christian unaffiliated
Austria 91% 78%
Belgium 65 83
Denmark 75 66
Finland 81 43
France 83 88
Germany 87 84
Ireland 89 75
Italy 90 76
Netherlands 57 88
Norway 62 85
Portugal 87 NA
Spain 70 NA
Sweden 65 77
Switzerland 90 84
United Kingdom 89 88
MEDIAN 83 83

Note: NA indicates adequate sample size is not available for analys
Source: Survey conducted Ap#lugust 2017 in 15countries. See
Methodology for details.
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Among those who are currently unaffiliated, Many religiously unaffiliated Western
majorities in most Western European countries Europeans were raisedas Christians
say they were raised as Christians. For example, o, of religiously unaffiliated adults who  were raised
86% ofcurrentinoneso i n Spai nChatpne f or mer

Christians, as are sevenin-ten or more in

Portugal (74%), Belgium (71%) and Finland Spain
(70%) portugal | -
Former Christians who are now religiously Belgium _ &
unaffiliated are significantly younger and more Finiand [ 70
highly educated than current Christians. For Norway _ 66
example, in Switzerland, adults who have left reland [ s:

Christianity are considerably more likely to be Denmark _ 61
younger than 35 (52% among former Christians Italy _ 60
vs. 19% among current Christians) and to have

a college education 67% vs.37%).

Netherlands _ 54
Austria _ 46
France _ 42
Germany_ 39
Switzerland _ 38
United Kingdom - 35

Source: Survey conducted Aplugust 2017 in 15 countries. See

Methodology for details.
Being Christian in Western
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Large shares of Western Europeansd
including many unaffiliated adults & report
having been baptized

Generally, the share of people who say they
were baptized is higher than the share of
people who say they were raisedas Christian s.
Across the region, the vast majority of adults
(median of 91%) report having been baptized,
including nearly all Christians in several
countries.

Even among religiously unaffiliated adults in
the region, half or more in most places report
having been baptized, including roughly nine -
in-ten in Spain (91%), Finland (90%) and
Denmark (88 %).

Many religiously unaffiliated
respondents say they have been
baptized

% of religiously unaffiliated adults who say they have
been baptized

Spain 91%

©
o

Finland

Denmark

(o]
[ee]

Belgium 87
Norway 87

Ireland _ 62

Austria _ 52

France _ 50
Netherlands _ 50

N
~

Germany
Switzerland

United Kingdom

by
SN
SN

MEDIAN

(e}
~

Source: Survey conducted Ap#lugust 2017 in 15 countries. See
Methodology for details.
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Why did unaffiliated people turn away from religion?

The survey asked people who were raised in a religion but are now unaffiliated whether each of

sevenpossible factors was an important reason for the change.Respondents could choose as many

reasons as apply. The most common reasoncited by majorities across the region, is that they

figradually drifted away from religion. 0In addition, roughly half or more in most countries say they

stopped believing in the teachings of their childhood religion, or that they disagreed with their

reli gi onés positions on soandabbrtion.ssues | i ke homosexu:

Variety of factors led Western Europeans to shed their religious identity

Among those who were raised in a religion but now identify as unaffiliated, % who cite as an important reason
they left religion

Being
Disagreeing unhappy about
with their No longer scandals Marrying
Gradually religion® believing in involving Religion someone

drifing away positionson t hei r r religious Spiritual needs failing them in outside their
from religion social issues  teachings institutions  not being met time of need religion

Austria 66% 75% 44% 59% 32% 24% 12%
Belgium 74 51 70 40 31 21 8
Denmark 85 42 60 19 22 12 8
Finland 65 56 48 35 25 6 4
France 65 64 54 48 32 21 15
Germany 75 64 54 57 24 23 8
Ireland 69 64 54 58 21 17 6
Italy 72 64 35 60 30 23 6
Netherlands 72 55 60 43 28 31 14
Norway 68 58 58 37 20 11 7
Portugal 77 65 55 60 35 26 8
Spain 65 69 64 74 39 20 6
Sweden 60 33 57 15 19 7 6
Switzerland 59 56 46 56 26 24 15
United Kingdom 68 55 37 53 25 24 11
MEDIAN 68 58 54 53 26 21 8
Source: Survey conducted Apflugust 2017 in 15 countries. See Methodology for details.
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Large shares fegional median of 53%) also cite scandals involving religious institutions and
leaders as an important reason they no longeridentify with a religion. This position is especially
common in Catholic-majority countries such asSpain (74%), Italy (60%) and Portugal (60%).

Smaller shares say that they stopped identifying with a religion because their spiritual needs were
not being met (median of 26%), or that religion failed them when they were in need (median of
21%). Even fewer say marrying someone whalid not share their childhood faith (median of 8%)
was an important reason for shedding their religious identity.
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Sidebar: Europeans' relationships with religion change over time

Focus groups in five countries explored how individsafeligiousidentities, beliefs and practiceshave changed
throughout ther lives. Groups composed entirely of Christiars entirely of religiously unaffiliated adults shared
stories about the roleof religion during their childhoodsMany focus group participants casidered themselves
active Christians when they were young; they attended church regularly, prayed and held traditional religious
beliefs. Several people in the groups said that when they reached their teenage and young adult years, they
reducedtheir religious activity. S me turnedcompletelyaway fromorganizedreligion. Focus group participants
offered different explanations for how and why this shift occurred. A f@articipants pointed toparticular
moments when they lost faith and abandoned Christiagi Otherssaid the attachment to Christianity faded
gradually as they got older, with no particular turning point. Someentioned specificdisagreementswith
Christian teachings or disillusionments witihurch leaders and institutions includingrecent scandals.

OMy mum is Christian and her family are very sort o
influence on the childhood. So we grew up relatively Christian just going to church at Easter, Christmas,

that kind of thing. ... When | was probhly like 10, 11, it was just the kind of thing where | was in

between atheism and Christianity. But my mum got cancer when | was about 12, and then | sort of like,

on my own, just became quite religious. | had three sisters and none of them did it or angth Dad was

still an atheist; my mum didndt really change her o
time. | listened to a lot of country music, which I found really comforting so they would talk about God

and stuff in it, and it was kind of like my turn towards religion in the struggle. And then, because she was

cured a couple of years | ater, I was |li ke, 60h my G
interest in politics and stuff, and my exposure to lots of the more native sides of Christianity in terms

of social anachronistic ideas and stuffy so like opinions about gay marriage, or opinions about like sex

before marriage and stuff. So when | was about 16,
agreewih t hi s iémMsotwi tl Wtdi pr.odbbably say | 6m agnostic. 6

8 20-yearold agnostic woman, United Kingdom

OWe mostly cel ebr afiradlyc€@dbrate BastenaranythivgeNo drie th my family was

religious in that way. No one talked about iBut in school there were the churc® children hours, and |

went to those when | wa&chormchurghelstariedowarddettindie chi | dr en
confirmed. But | stopped that because | didn't think it was my thing when | got theyéhose meetings

they had once a week. It felt a lot like they were imposing a lot on us about how to believe and about

God, but | felt that | dord believe this. | couldid stand and say something, or pray and write to God. For

me it was r eal | hbacketawaytahdahadktheyirsttimed reaizedd that® when | felt

thatldond bel i eve this.©o

8 26-yearold atheist woman, Sweden

00f course, while | was att endi][ghuch Ohérwismmdwouldn cl as:
have jeopardized the whole confirmation, and this, of coursgressured me in an unpleasant waye

And after that it decreased and, franklywhen | was in collegd enjoyed sleeping in on Sundays. Like |

have said before, the parish is just arounthe corner from me, less than half akilometer away, and |

started to go to church again more often 10 years ago, when my father died. And the&stor who gave

the eulogy for him andhosted his funeral, was really, downright good, him being an acquaintance of my

parents, so hejust got to the heart of things in his Berlin bluntness. Seriously, that guy, he was no
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windbag, let me tell you! So he got to the heart of things and was everything but a talker and he was

really easy tolistentoé Unf ortunat el y, fletthat]lweneone moe timeiamddidmotl 1. A
like it at all. With services, it completely depends on who is standing up front, and they spoiled it for me,

going to church and attending services. And this géor who is now retired, he was really good and you

just could go once every three or four weeks and listen to him, and during that time | also really enjoyed
this sense of community. 6

d 46-yearold Christian man, Germany

OMaybe halfway through primary schoohthdccusedimmy ed que.

family, IsaidNo, that is not iit, this is not how it works. ¢
029yearol d oOonothing in particulardé woman, Ger many
OMy parents are Protestant. When | was a kid, my mu

instill things in me about that. But | never got hooked. | neveegally followed. | went because she wanted

me to go. In the end, | tried to avoid @ to avoid it totally. She tried to get me in it, but | refused to stay in

it and follow everything that went with it because
family, which led me to be offended by faith. So, | ended up feeling hatred lagse of it. When we were

younger, we used to have times of prayer in the family. Btid i daordiriue. It all stopped. My parents,

yes, they are really involved in it. But my sisters

beliefs, our ownritualé each one individually. o
8 36-yearold Christian man, France

Focus group participants commonly described their early interactions with Christianity in terms of going to church,

praying and being brought up with particular religious beliefs and wliies, (e.g., Catholic, Lutheran, Church of

England). Many practiced along with their families. Some described religious aspectthefr youthas something

that was imposed on them, callingthenra o6 chor e, 6 oO0tr adi Howa v e ohefoéusdnipsgatt on
said they have embraced these practices in adulthood; they now attend church services, pray occasionally or hold

some religious beliefsThey gavea variety ofreasons forthese changes such aswanting to teachChristian

values to their clildren. Othersstarted attending church to be part ofa community or sing ira choir. Some

participants say theyhave resumedaspects of Christianity, likgoraying on a regular basis, without adopting other

traditional beliefs and practices

While many otthose who have left Christianity say they drifted away gradually, those who have returned to
Christianity almost invariably pointed to a particular event, person or other circumstance that prompted them to
come back to their childhood religion. And althgln participants talked about inconsistencies or contradictions in
their religious practicesd such as praying to God without believing there is a G8dhe group discussions

typically revolved around an implicit assumption that Christians asepposedto attend church services, pray,
believe in God, and mark key life passages (births, weddings, deaths) with religious ceremonies. Even as they
talked freely about breaking these expectationd by seldom going to church, for examplé& the focus groups
continually returned to the implicit paradigm, with each participant discussing the ways in which he or she
adheres to or departs from it.
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d was baptized Catholic, but my family arendt relig
always sent toChurch of England schoolsye had to go to chapel, we had to prayput my parents

al ways told me not to actually get involved in reli
And when | was about 10 years old, | pretty much thought aboutit r eal i zed that | di dnod:
belief. Butas I gotolde¢é 1 [ pray] more so when | want someone el s
have a set religion, if someone said to me, do | be
prob ably pray more now than | ever would beford if | want a family member to be OK, if | want

something to go well for someone el se. I't6s more ju
know if it actually has any wuse. 6

8 20-yearold agnostic man, Uniégd Kingdom

00One day | was smoking some weed é and this band ca
talking to them and | was |ike, 60h, I &m going to t
and stuff and | just sat at the back and lisgtned and then they invited us to this gig night where you

didndt need any I D. So we brought along our bottl es

rebellious, way more rebellious than me, said she was going back to church and it was jusninhead.
And things kept popping up and kept popping y@and | was like 17 so | was really shy and really scared.

And | made thispactl was | i ke, ©6O0OK ilIféltlhigo alalc k,hilsd Ihla pgce ntsh et
really. And then those thingshppened so | was |like, 60K, I dm going
singing so | went back again. And then some peopl e
me, and | just kept going. 6

8 29-yearold Christian woman, United Kingdom

0 fleceived Holy Communionwas confirmed, andwas a catechist administering communion to younger
children until | was about22 years old Suddenlyat that moment, the figure of God disappeared for me.
Because of liféd s ¢ i r ¢ udmat heaessariylsad ones, just your day to dayd at that time, there

was no room [for God] in my plang A couple of years ago, my partner and | considered getting married
and in the last few months [before the wedding] he brought up the idea of getting marriedn a church. |
told him I had no problem since | came from that culture and those beliefSowe started preparation
classes for marriage. | regained my faith thanks to a ps& who is a friend to me nowadayshecause of
what he talked about the wayof sharingthings. He ismodern, he knows how to speako people who
believe in religion, but who also believe in science. And thanks to him, | have been married for a month
now. 6

8 33-yearold Christian woman, Spain

0 My p ar e nhavwe muth taldo withthurch, and | came to sing in a choithrough a friendand

learned how to play a fewnusical instruments and attended church every now and then. But since we

never talked about it at home, | jusexperienced this with my friend a little bid like how they did

mealtime prayers and wherwe had sleepovers therethey prayedbefore bedtime. | missedhat a little

bitathome,buti t j ust was n 8 tandaas faras | tvasedncelned that was IOK. il realized

when | had children and alsathrough school and nurseries, that something is missing. And | started

reading t he Chikidgl buenotdnsuclBa way as tddrce it anthem, but to see howthey

would react to it and if theywould wish for more, and that isvhat actuallyhappened By my chi |l dr er
requestdtwoboysdbwe att ended c hregularly everyiveck. ©re b thamovassabsolutely
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thrilled. The ot®& e sdaadttwazitnAnd both a/thém have beert christened,
confirmed and the older oneactually just gotmarried in a church And that was important to med for
them, because it was somditing | had missed something | only experiencedhrough a friend, and so it
was important to mefor the kids. 6

0 53-yearold Christian woman, Germany

ol think it was at the age of 18, something Iike th
relationship problemst o o, maybe a need to confide, but not want
they may not have given me the right advice. I dond

to confide. It is true that later so many things happened in my life, artde more | confided[in God the
more things started to look up, and that is when | understood that there was truly a God and that it feels
good toconfide. 6

0 35-yearold Christian woman, France

For details on the focus groups, including locations and cqusition, see Methodology.

www.pewesearchorg



93
PEW RESEARCH CENTER

Religious identity in the family

The survey asked respondents about the religion of their spouseor partner. The overwhelming
majority of Christian adults who are married or living with a partner have a Christian spouse or
partner (median of 94%), and most unaffiliated adults who are in such a relationship have an
unaffiliated partner (65%).

In addition, respondents who are the parents or legal guardians ofchildren under 18 in their
household were asked how they are raising thér child or children with regard to religion . Large
majorities of Christian parents , both church-attending and non-practicing, say they are raising
their children Christian, although nearly a third (31%) of non-practicing Christian parents in
Sweden and 196 in Belgium say they are raising their children with no religion .13

Religiously unaffiliated parents, meanwhile, are mostly raising their children without a religion,
although 26% of unaffiliated parents in Spain say they are raising their children Christian.

13 Churchattending Christians are defined as those who attend religious services at least once a month. a@tticing Christians are defined
as those who attend church no more than a few times a year.
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Most non-practicing Christians say they are raising their children Christian

Among those who are the parents or legal guardians of children under 18 in their household , % who are raising their

children Christian/unaffiliated

Among church-attending

Christians
Raising
Raising Christiar  unaffiliated

Austria 97% 0%
Belgium NA NA
Denmark NA NA
Finland NA NA
France 99

Germany 99

Ireland 99

Italy 97

Netherlands NA NA
Norway NA NA
Portugal 93

Spain 97

Sweden NA NA
Switzerland 97 2
United Kingdom 100 0
MEDIAN 97 1

Among nonypracticing
Christians
Raising
Raising Christiar  unaffiliated

91% 8%
76 19
85 14
85 13
84 15
92
92
92 8
NA NA
NA NA
86 13
87 13
68 31
89 10
89 11
87 13

Among
unaffiliated

Raising

Raising Christiar  unaffiliated

NA
17

NA
NA

NA
NA
9
14
NA
26
14
4
8

9

NA
83
NA
NA
87
89
NA
NA
85
82
NA
71
85
94
91

85

Note: Churchattending Christians are defined as those whgay theyattend church at least monthly. Noypracticing Christians are defined as
those who attend less oftenNA indicates adequate sample size is not available for analysis.
Source: Surveyonducted AprifAugust 2017 in 15 countries. See Methodology for details.
Being Christian in Western Europebo
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3. Religious practice and belief

Relatively few adults in Western Europe participate in religious activities. For example, across the
15 countries surveyed, a median of 22% say thewttend religious services at least once a month By
comparison, regular religious service attendance ismuch more common in some other parts of the
world with large Christian populations, including Africa, Latin America and the United States, and
it is somewhat more common in Central and Eastern Europe.

The survey also asked about several other religious practices, including praying, sharing religiows
beliefs with others and donating money to religious organizations. These practices are also
relatively rare across Western Europe.

Despite theselow levels of religious practice, most people in the region say theybelieve in God
(58% median), although few say they believein God with absolute certainty (15% median).
Elsewhere around the world, considerably higher shares say they believe in God with absolute
certainty, including in sub -Saharan Africa (median of 89%), the United States (63%) and Central
and Eastern Europe (median of 40%).

To provide a fuller picture of religious commitment across the region, researchers analyzed four

standard measures of religious belief and practice together as an index: frequency of attendance at

religious services, frequency of prayer, degree of i mportance of
belief in God.

On this index, Portugal is the most religiously observant country in Western Europe, with more
than a third of Portuguese adults (37%) showing high levels of religious commitment. Some other
predominantly Catholic countries, including Italy (27%), Ireland (24%) and Spain (21%), also have
relatively large shares of highly observant people. At the other end of the spectrum, just 8% of
adults in predominantly Protestan t Denmark are highly religious, and three -quarters of Swedes
show low levels of religious commitment.

Overall, women and people ages 55 and oldeare more likely than men and younger adults to
display high levels of religious commitment .
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Few people in Western Europe attend religious services on a regular basis

Roughly half or more people in most of the
countries surveyed say theyseldom or never

Attending religiou
attend religious services (median of 58%), Onevero is the nor
while relatively f ew attend servicesat least % who say they attend religious services é
monthly (22% median). Even in Italy, which Weekly/ A few times Seldom/
has the highestshare of people who attend at monthly  a year never
least monthly (43%) in the region, a substantial aly 9% 16% 39%
cas y (870 glon, Ireland 37 22 41

i )
share seldom or neverattend services(39%). Portugal 36 29 42

Austria 30 22 48
People in Western European countries are far Switzerland 29 18 53
less likely than people in several other parts of Germany 24 23 53
the world to attend religious services regularly. Spain 23 1 66
In sub-Saharan Africa, for example, a regional France 22 16 62
median of 83% attend services monthly or United Kingdom 20 22 58

. . . . Netherlands 18 18 64
more, and in Latin America, the corresponding
figure is 64%. In the United States, 50% of Norway > 2 o0
'au . - ° Denmark 12 36 51
adults say they attend servicesmonthly or Belgium 11 20 68
more. And in Central and Eastern Europe, a Sweden 11 25 63
median of 32% attend religious services at least  Finland 10 33 58
monthly . MEDIAN 22 22 58

Not e: Dondt know/refused resp:

Source: Survey conducted Apflugust 2017 in 15 countries. See
Methodology for details.
MBeing Christian in Western Eurojge
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Western Europeans tend to say religion is not important in their lives

In most countries surveyed, majorities or pluralities say religion
is either fnot tood or #Anot at Fualyseyenindgndn t ant i n
of 54%). Large majorities say this in Denmark (72%) and Sweden Denmark, Sweden say
(72%), as do roughly sixin-ten or more adults in Belgium (64%),  religion is not important

Finland (62%) and the UK (60%). to them
% who say religion is ___important
. : . . . in their |i ~ R
Fewerpeoplesay religion is either n'vnee'rr'\flesb or fAsomewhat o
. . - . . . . Not
important in their lives (median of 46%), including a median of Very/  too/not

just 11% of adultswho sayreligion isvery important to them. somewhat  at all

Denmark 27% 72%
Sweden 27 72
Still, in three countries i Ireland, Italy and Portugal o Belgium 36 64
respondents are significantly more likely to say religion is very or  Finland 38 62
somewhat important in their personal lives than to say it is not United Kingdom 40 60
too or not at all important. The share of adults who say religion France 42 57
is at least somewhat important to them is especially high in Netherlands 44 56
Portugal (72%). Norway 46 54
Switzerland 47 53
Germany 47 52
Spain 49 50
Austria 51 49
Ireland 56 44
Italy 58 42
Portugal 72 27
MEDIAN 46 54
Not e: Dondt know/ re
shown.

Source: Survey conductedpritAugust 2017
in 15 countries. See Methodology for detail
0Being Christian in Western Eurofde
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Most people in Western Europe say they seldom or never pray

A median of just one-in-ten people (11%)across
the 15Western European countries surveyed
say theypray daily, while nearly four times as
many i a median of 40% 1 say theynever pray.
In several countries, at least half of adults say
they never pray, including majorities in Sweden
and Denmark (62% each).

Rates of daily prayer in the region are very low
compared with several other regions surveyed
by Pew Research Centei including Central
and Eastern Europe, where a median of 27%
across 18 countries pray daily. In the U.S., a
slim majority of adults (55%) say they pray
daily, and rates of daily prayer are even higher
in Latin America (median of 67%) and sub-
Saharan Africa (median of 77%).

Fewer than onein-ten in UK say they

pray daily
% who say they pray &

Daily Occasionally Seldom Never
Portugal 37% 20% 20% 21%
Spain 23 14 20 42
Italy 21 39 14 25
Netherlands 20 12 15 53
Ireland 19 34 17 28
Finland 18 15 30 37
Norway 18 12 20 50
Belgium 11 15 19 55
France 11 26 21 42
Sweden 11 10 16 62
Denmark 10 10 18 62
Germany 9 33 22 35
Austria 8 38 22 31
Switzerland 8 36 19 37
United Kingdom 6 31 23 40
MEDIAN 11 20 20 40
Not e: Dondt know/refused resp:

Source: Survey conducted Ap#lugust 2017 in 15 countries. See
Methodology for details.
0Being Christian in Western Europe
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Belief in God varies widely across the region

People in Western European countries are more
likely to express a belief in God than they are to
regularly engage in traditional religious
practicesi majorities in 10 of the 15 countries
surveyed say they believe in God. ¥t there are
wide variation s from country to country: In
Portugal, 83% of people believe in God,
compared with 36% of adults in Sweden.14

Sweden is one ofthree countries surveyed
(along with Belgium and the Netherlands)
where nonbelief is significantly more common
than belief among the general population, while
Norwegian and Danish adults are roughly split
between believers and nonbelievers. (See
Chapter 4 for an analysis of questions that
further probed views about the nature of God or
another higher power or spiritual force.)

Large majorities of Christians across the region
are believers (median of 79%), but belief in God
is far from universal among Western European
Christians. For example, roughly three-in-ten
or more Christians in Sweden, Belgium,
Denmark and Finland say they do not believe in
God.

Religiously unaffiliated adults, meanwhile, are
overwhelmingly nonbelievers: Just 4% of

Majority of Christians believe in God
but few do among the unaffiliated

% who say they believe in God among é

General Religiously

population  Christians  unaffiliated
Portugal 83% 93% 30%
Italy 73 85 9
Ireland 69 79 14
Austria 67 79 6
Spain 64 86 17
Switzerland 62 79 5
Germany 60 79
Finland 58 68 20
United Kingdom 58 76
France 56 77 9
Denmark 51 68 14
Norway 49 79 13
Netherlands 44 78 13
Belgium 42 63 12
Sweden 36 59 7
MEDIAN 58 79 12

Note: This question was not asked of Muslim respondents; general
population figures shown are the percentage of all néviuslims who
believeinGodPew Research Centerds p
questions about belief in God in predominantly Muslim courgs and
those with large Muslim populations found these questions tend to
cause offense and prompt interview breakffs among Muslim
respondents.

Source: Survey conducted Ap#lugust 2017 in 15 countries. See
Methodology for details.
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unaffiliated British and German people, for instance, say they believe in God. (SeeOverview of this

report for a more

det ai

|l ed di scussion of belief

14 This quegion was not asked of Muslim respondents; figures shown are the percentage of all iduoslims who believe in GodPew

Research Centerds previous fiel

d testing of quest i on srgedvusim t

populations found these questions tend to cause offense and prompt interview brealfs among Muslim respondents.
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People in Portugal far more likely than thosein any other country to say they are certain about
their belief in God

The survey also asked those who said they
believe in God how certain they are about their
belief. Relatively few people acrossWestern

In Western Europe, belief in God with
absolute certainty is relatively

. o N . uncommon
European countries are fabsolutelyocertain of
n . . % who sa% tl?ey é
Godobdés existence: A median B1|.5% across the
. . . . . elieve In

region express this view, compared with twice God, Believe inBelieve in Do not

as many (median of 30%) who say they are only aﬁzﬂ;}g'y Ggg;t;?r',"y GC%?{;%SS be'ggg n

Afairlyd certain. By <coPmtpgar i s o4 aBl%me d’% a n13% f

36% of Western Europeans say they do not Italy 26 37 9 21

believe in God at all. Spain 25 27 1 31
Ireland 24 33 11 26

. . Finland 23 26 8 37
Only in Portugal does a plurality of the overall
lati 449% beliefin God with Norway 19 19 11 47
population (44%) express beliefin God wi Denmark 15 o4 12 46
. . 0

absolute certainty. In Germany, just 10% of Netherlands 15 19 9 53

adults say they believe in God and are Sweden 14 15 7 60

absolutely certain, while nearly four times as Austria 13 41 12 29

many (37%) say they are fairly certain that God  Belgium 13 20 9 54

exists and a similar share (36%) do not believe  United Kingdom 12 30 15 36

in God. France 11 31 14 37
Switzerland 11 38 13 33
Germany 10 37 13 36
MEDIAN 15 30 11 36

Note: This question was not asked of Muslim respondents; figures
shown are the percentage of all neiVuslims who give each respons
Pew Research Centerds previou:
in God in predominantly Muslim countries and tlse with large
Muslim populations found these questions tend to cause offense ar
prompt interview breakoffs among Muslim respondentsD o n & t
know/refused responses about belief in God or certainty of belief nc
shown.

Source: Survey conducted Aplugust2017 in 15 countries. See
Methodology for details.
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Across Western Europe, people tend to score low on an index of religious commitment

Four standard measures of religious observance
T worship attendance, prayer, belief in God and

i mportance
combined into an overall index of religious
commitment. Using this index, researchers
categorized respondents into three groups:
high, moderate and low levels of religious

commitment.

of

r dlwergi on

To be counted as showing a high level of
religious commitment, arespondent had to
report at least two of four highly observant
behaviors or beliefs i attending religious
services at leastmonthly , praying at least daily,
believing in God with absolute certainty or
saying that religion is very important to them .15
Those in the low commitment group, on the
other hand, said at least two of the following:
They seldom or never attend religious services,
seldom or never pray, do not believe in God, or

considerr el i gi on

important in their life.

Nnot

t ooo

People with other combinations of responses|
for example, those who say they attend religious
services once or twice a year, prg once or twice
a month, believe in God and are fairly certain,
and consider religion somewhat important to
them, or those who show mixed levels of
observance across the measures (such as
praying daily and attending religious services
monthly but saying religion is not important in

their |

ves

and

Fewer than a quarter of people in most
Westeg fEdropean goungries show high

levels of religious commitment

% who have levels of religious commitment,

according to a four -item index

Portugal
Italy
Ireland
Spain

Netherlands

Norway
Austria
Finland
France

Germany

Switzerland

United Kingdom

Belgium
Sweden
Denmark

MEDIAN

finot

Low Moderate
30% 33%
36 37
41 34
55 24
64 19
61 22
49 38
62 26
58 29
53 36
52 37
58 31
68 22
75 15
69 23
sat alyy o

High
37%

27
24
21
18
17
14
13
12
12
12
11
10
10
8
13

Note: The index is created by combining four individual measures o

religious observanceselfa s s es s ment
religious

oneds

Iife,

of

Respondentswere assigned a score of 1 on each of the four
measures on which they exhibit a high level of religious observance
score of 0 on each 6the measures on which they exhibit a medium
level of religious observance, and a score ofinus 1 on each

measure on which they exhibit a loevel of religious observance.
scores

Combi

ned

minus 2 or lowera r e

omode

rate. o

Methodology for details.
MBeing Christian in Western Eurojge
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of

2 or

Addi tional

hi ghe
Ol owo fromanmuslte tae e s
et ail
Source: Survey conducted Ap#lugust 2017 in 15 countries. See

relic
attendal

thatithey

donot

were categorized as having a moderate level of religious commitment.

15 Muslims were not asked about belief in God, but Muslim respondents could still be considered highly religious if they displapf the

other three behaviors.
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Overall, relatively few people across the region score high on the index (median of 13%), while
most Western Europeans score low (median of 58%). The remainder (median of 29%) fall
somewhere in the middle.

People ages 55 and older are significantly more likely than both 18 to 34-year-olds and 35- to 54-
year-olds to show high levels of religious commitment. And in Western Europe, as in manyother
parts of the world where Christians predominate, women generally are more religious than men.

For example, 22% of women in Norway score high on the index, compared with 12% of men.

While the countries with the largest shares of highly religious people in the region have Catholic
majorities (Portugal, Italy, Ireland and Spain), Catholics and Protestants overall show similar

levels of religious commitment. A median of 14% among both Catholics and Protestants across the
countries surveyed (with large enough sample sizes for either group) score high on the index.

www.pewesearchorg
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Even among Christians, high levels of religious commitment are relatively rare

In every country surveyed, Christians are more
likely than religiously unaffiliated people to
exhibit a high degree of religious observance;
still, relatively few Christians score high on the
index of religious commitment (median of
16%). For example, in Austia, 39% of
Christians display low levels of religious
commitment, while a plurality (46%) are
moderately religious, and far fewer (15%) show
high levels of observance.

In no country surveyed are a majority of
Christians highly religious on the index,
although substantial shares of Christians show
high levels of engagement in Portugal (43%),
the Netherlands (35%), Italy (31%) and Spain
(31%).

Most Christians in Western Europe
display moderate or low levels of
religious commitment

Among Christians, % who have levels of religious
commitment, according to a four -item index

Low Moderate High
Portugal 20% 37% 43%
Netherlands 36 29 35
Italy 26 43 31
Spain 38 31 31
Norway 38 33 29
Ireland 33 39 27
Sweden 62 21 18
Finland 54 31 16
Austria 39 46 15
Belgium 54 32 14
Switzerland 38 48 14
France 45 42 13
Germany 39 48 13
United Kingdom 46 41 13
Denmark 59 30 11
MEDIAN 39 37 16

Note: The index is created by combining four individual measures o
religious observanceselfas sessment of relic
oneds |ife, religious attendal
Respondentswere assigned a score of 1 on each of the four
measures on which they exhibit a high level of religious observance
score of 0 on each othe measures on which they exhibit a medium
level of religious observance, and a score ofinus 1 on each
measure on which they exhibit a lotevel of religious observance.
Combined scores of 2 or highel
minus2 orlowera e 0| o w s frormmirdis 1gocl@re

0 mo d e rAdditianal details can be found in Appendix

Source: Survey conducted Ap#lugust 2017 in 15 countries. See
Methodology for details.
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Relatively few Europeans give money to religious organizations, fast or share their faith

The survey also asked about

several other traditional Religious practices such as giving money to church,
religious practices, including fasting are the exception rather than the norm in
wearing religious clothing or Western Europe
symbols, fasting during holy % who say they é
ti mes and sharing 0 n @ivg rgoney to Wear or carry Try to persuade other
L. . . their religious religious Fast during adults to adopt their
religious beliefs with others. organization symbols holy times religious views
Few people across the region ~ Portugal 43% 33% 33% 1%
engage in these practices Norway 41 15 6 8
(regional medians of 17%, 12% faly 37 34 24 13
and 8%, respectively) Ireland 36 28 23 12
0. €SP y)- Spain 35 19 18 8
Netherlands 33 9 8 11
Voluntarily giving money to Finland 31 1 6
oneds church, masr@ue, 24 23 16 9
synagogue or templeis Germany 24 21 13 9
somewhat more common: A Denmark 22 10 4
median of 24% in the region Sweden 22 10 7
say they donate to a house of ~ SWwitzerland 21 18 12 8
. A Belgium 20 15 11 6
worship. Still, in no country
does even half of the France 20 1 i o
. UK 18 17 11 8
population donate money to a MEDIAN o4 17 12 8

religious organization . _ _ :
Source: Survey conducted Ap#lugust 2017 in 15 countries. See Methodology for details.
0Being Christian in Western Eurogde
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more likely than religiously

unaffiliated adults to engage in

these practices, but even among Christians, these practices are far from the norm. For example,

only in two countrie s, Norway and the Netherlands, do majorities of Christians voluntarily give

money to their church es(61% and 58%, respectively).And in Italy, the historic heartland of

Catholicism, fewer than half of Christians (40%) typically wear or carry religious symbols or

garments with them.

Across the region, more women than men donate money to a religious institution and wear
religious clothing or symbols. And those with out a college education aremore likely to wear
religious symbols than are college graduates

www.pewesearchorg
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Overall, young adults (ages 18 to 34) are less likely than older people to say they give money to
religious organizations. But when it comes to fasting, wearing religious symbols or persuading
others to adopt their religious beliefs, there is no clear pattern of differences between these age
groups.

Across the region overall, Catholics are more engaged with some of these practiceghan are
Protestants. For example, Catholics are more likely than Protestants towear religious symbols
(medians of 27%among Catholics and 15% among Protestantsacross the region) and fast during
holy times (15% and 6%, respectively) But Protestants are somewhat more likely than Catholics to
give money to their churches (34% median, compared with 27% among Catholics).

www.pewesearchorg
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4. Beliefs about God

Most people in Western Europe say they believe in God. But in Europe today, kelieving in God
does not necessarily meanbelief in the God of the Bible.

Indeed, even though all 15countries surveyed are historically Christian, and nearly all of them still

have Christian majorities , fewer respondents say they believe inGod fias described in the Bibled

than say they believein i s 0 me highehpower or spiritual force.06 And substanti al nu
people surveyed across the region do not bakve there isany higher power or spiritual force in the

universe.

Belief in a biblical God is much more common among church-attending Christians than it is

among non-practicing Christians (those who attend church no more than a few times a year).
While mo st non-practicing Christians say they do believe in God or some other higher power, most
say they donot believe in God as described in the Bible. And among religiously unaffiliated people
in Western Europe, the prevailing view is that there is no higher power of any kind.

The survey questions that mention the Bible do not specify particular verses, editions or

translations, leaving that up to the understanding of respondents. But it is clear from other

guestions in the survey that people who say they believe in God as described in the Bible generally

envision a deity who is all-knowing and all -powerful, and who loves all people and, ultimately, will

judge all peopl e. By contrast, respondents who say
spiritual forc e & but not the God of the Biblei are much less likely to envision a deity with these
characteristics.

Similarly, Christians who attend religious services at least monthly are much more likely than
other Christians to say that God haspersonally rewarded or punished them, or that they regularly
communicate with God. And those who believe in a biblical God are considerably more likely than
others to say they have these kinds of interactions with the divine.

www.pewesearchorg
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Belief in the biblical God is a minority view in Western Europe

After asking respondentswhether they believe in God or not, the survey asked further questions to

better understand what belief in God (or lack
thereof) meansto people.’ Based on their
responses to follow-up questions, researchers
categorizedrespondents into one of three
groups: 1) those who believe inGod as
described in the Bible; 2) those who do not
believe in God as described in the Bible, but do
believe there is some other higher power or
spiritual force in the universe; and 3) those who
do not believe in God or any higher power.”

The prevailing belief in Western Europe is in a
higher power or spiritual force that is not the
God of the Bible; in 11 of the 15 couwntries
surveyed, pluralities of respondents choose this
option. For instance, in Germany, 28% of adults
believe in God as described in the Bible,while
38% believe in some other higher power or
spiritual force. An additional 26% of Germans
do not believe in any higher power, and 8% say
they do not know or decline to answer.

People in predominantly Catholic countries i
especially Italy (46%), Ireland (39%) and
Portugal (36%) i tend to have higher levels of
belief in a biblical God than people in
predominantly Protestant countries . But, still,
belief in the God of the Bible is lower in all of
these countriesthan in the United States, where

Most people believe in a higher power,
but often not God as described in the
Bible

% who é
Believe in God Believe in other Do not
as described higher power or believe in any
in the Bible  spiritual force higher power

Italy 46% 27% 15%
Ireland 39 35 18
Portugal 36 46 9
Austria 32 40 19
Switzerland 30 36 25

UK 29 35 27
Germany 28 38 26
France 27 33 27
Finland 24 45 24
Spain 22 48 20
Netherlands 20 42 34
Norway 20 38 33
Denmark 17 48 29
Belgium 14 41 39
Sweden 14 37 41
MEDIAN 27 38 26

Note: These questions were not asked of Muslim respondents; figur
shown are the percentage of all neiVuslims who give each respons
Dondét k n dothér/bothineitlsedddpends responses not
shown.

Source: Survey conducted ApAlugust 2017 in 15 countries See
Methodology for details.
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most adults (56%) say they believe in Godas described in the Bible.

16 A similar survey was recentlgonductedin the United States In Western Europe, gestions about belief in God were not asked of Muslims.
Pew Research Centero6s previ ou$inGodia predontinarslyt Muslim coonfriesqnd ¢hese with large Mudlira u t
populations found these questions tend to cause offense and prompt interview brealfs among Muslim respondentsin some

predominantly Muslim countries or those with large Muslim pogtions, Pew ResearctCenterhas askedrespondents if they believe in one

God and his Prophet Muhammad.

17 The fullwording and sequence of questions that resulted in this categorization can be found in the survey questionnaire.

bel i
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In every Western European country surveyed, at least half of churchgoing Christians believe in
God as described in the Bible,while those who arenon-practicing tend to believe in some other

higher power or spiritual force.

Churchgoing Christians believe in biblical God; nonpracticing Christians do not

% who &
Church-attending Christians
Believe in
God as Believe in Do not
described other higher believe in
in the power or any higher|
Bible spiritual force power

Austria 64% 31% 2%
Belgium 58 34 4
Denmark 54 41 3
Finland 79 18 0
France 61 34 0
Germany 63 32 2
Ireland 69 26 3
Italy 75 19 0
Netherlands 78 17 2
Norway 75 21 0
Portugal 58 33 1
Spain 53 41 0
Sweden 73 15 5
Switzerland 64 33 1
UK 57 37 0
MEDIAN 64 32 1

Nonpracticing Christians
Believe in

Godas Believein Do not
described other higher believe in
in the power or  any higher
Bible spiritual force  power
25% 52% 12%
17 51 26
20 55 19
23 51 18
29 40 16
26 51 13
29 42 17
33 38 15
22 60 13
23 56 12
29 57 3
21 60 8
14 51 26
24 46 19
32 42 17
24 51 16

Religiously unaffiliated
Believe in

God as Believein Do not
described other higher believe in
in the power or any highel
Bible spiritual force power
0% 16% 73%
0 30 64
0 37 58
4 36 53
2 19 61
2 16 73
1 29 56
1 20 51
2 37 56
2 28 63
7 40 44
2 37 53
1 26 65
0 15 69
1 16 70
1 28 61

Note: Churchattending Christians are defined as those who attend chureth least monthly Nonpracticing Christians are defined as those who

attend less often Do n & t

k n dothér/bothineitleeddpends responses not shown.

Source: Survey conducted Apflugust 2017 in 15 countries. See Methodology for details.
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Religiously unaffiliated people generally say they donot believe in God or any higher power in the
universe. Still, in several countries, considerable shares among the unaffiliated say they believe in
some kind of spiritual force. (See Overview of this report for additional analysis of the opinions of

Afinonesd who are believers.)

Adults ages35 and over are more likely than younger adults to say they believe in eitherthe
biblical God or in another kind of higher power . And on balance, women are more likely than men
to believe in God as described in the Bible. For instance 42% of Portuguesewomen believe in a
biblical God, compared with 29% of Portuguesemen.

Those with lessthan a collegeeducation are more likely than college graduatesto believe in a

biblical God. For example, in the United Kingdom, 32% of adults who have not completed college
believe in God as described in the Bible,compared with 23% of collegegraduates.

www.pewesearchorg
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Relatively few believe that Godis all-knowing and all-powerful

The survey also askedrespondents who believe
in God or a higher power about three traits that
are often associated with the divine in
Christianity: being all -loving, all-knowing and
all-powerful. Overall, the view that God or
another higher power has these chaacteristics
IS a minority belief in most countries across

Western Europeans more likely to see
God as alHoving than all-powerful, all-
knowing

% who believein God or a higher power and say that

God/higher power is é

All-oving  All-knowing  All-powerful

Western Europe. A median of just 14% across Portugal 78% 63% 52%
the region believe God has all three attributes. Finland 56 4l 26
Italy 54 49 38
. . R L. Denmark 53 23 13
Consistent with their higher levels of religious Spain 52 40 25
observance overall,Portuguese adults are the reland 49 43 37
most lik ely in the region to believe that God has  netherlands 48 32 21
all three trait s. Norway 46 32 18
Austria 43 35 29
Of thesethree characteristics, the most widely Belgium 41 25 15
believedisthatGod fl oves all pe&PY e re3fardisess 2
of their faults .0 For example, in Denmark, SW_eden 36 26 13
roughly half (53%) of adults say they believe in ~ ~"zefand 36 34 27
. ] France 35 30 23
an all-loving God, compared with 23% of Danes United Kingdom 34 31 o4
who say God fAknows everyhii g that gpes on in
the worl do and 13% who A wer

s ay God fihas 't he p.o
Note: These questions were not asked of Muslim resporidents;

to direct or change everything that goes on in
the worl d. o

Young adults (under 35) and college graduates
are less likely than older adults and people with
less educationto believe that God possesses
thesetrait s. For instance, 16% of college
educated Spaniards say God is alpowerful

figures shown are the percentage of all neluslims who give each
response. Respondents were as
al l people regardless of then
in the world, 6 and ohas the p
goes on in the world. ¢

Source: Survey conducted ApAlugust 2017 in 15 countries. See
Methodology for details.
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while 28% of those whohave less educationbelieve this.
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Fewer than half of nonpracticing Christians believe in an allkknowing or all-
powerful God

% who believe in God or a higher power and say that God/higher power is é

Churchrattending Christians Nonpracticing Christians Religiously unaffiliated
AlHdoving Allkknowing All-powerful |Allloving Al-knowing Al-powerful|All-loving All.knowing All-powerful

Austria 69% 58% 45% 41% 31% 28% 5% 6% 4%
Belgium 87 63 37 50 29 16 16 11 7
Denmark 86 49 36 63 25 12 23 11 6
Finland 94 86 71 62 43 26 22 16 9
France 59 53 39 40 34 26 9 8 6
Germany 67 60 46 40 31 26 4
Ireland 75 70 62 40 35 29 18 7 7
Italy 76 70 52 47 43 34 14 10 8
Netherlands 94 80 67 69 40 22 21 11 6
Norway 94 88 58 63 37 19 17 10 5
Portugal 92 81 72 81 63 49 36 23 17
Spain 86 71 51 62 45 26 15 10 5
Sweden 89 83 58 47 31 12 12 8 4
Switzerland 64 61 55 35 33 22 4 4
UK 60 58 48 37 32 26 6 5 3
MEDIAN 86 70 52 47 34 26 15 10 6

Note: Churchattending Christians are defined as those who attend chureth least monthly Nonpracticing Christians are defined as those who
attend less often

Source: Survey conducted Apflugust 2017 in 15 countries. See Methodology for details.
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Churchgoing Christians are more likely than non-practicing Christians to ascribe these traits to
God or another higher power. And non-practicing Christians are more likely than religiously
unaffiliated people in Western Europe to say God has these characteristics.

|l ndeed, few Anonesd associate these traits with Go
higher power to begin with. For example, just 6% of religiously unaffiliated adults in France say
Godisallpower f ul . But in some countries, substanti al

loving God or higher power, including about one -in-five in Denmark (23%), Finland (22%) and the
Netherlands (21%).

www.pewesearchorg



Few in region say God will judge people for their deeds

In most countries surveyed,
fewer than a third of adults
believe God will judge all
people ontheir deeds (median
of 27%). But individuals in
several predominantly
Catholic countries, including
Portugal (53%) and Italy
(46%), are more likely than
others in the region to hold
this belief.

Churchgoing Christians are
much more likely than those
who are non-practicing to
think God will act as judge.
And very few religiously
unaffiliated people believe in a
God or higher power that will
judge all people for their
deeds.

Throughout the region,
younger adults (ages 180 34)
and college graduates are less
likely than individuals who
are older and have less
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Most churchgoing Christians say God will judge all

% who believein God or a higher power and say that God/higher power will
judge all people on what they have done

Portugal
Italy

Ireland
Spain
Austria
Switzerland
France
Germany
Finland
United Kingdom
Belgium
Netherlands
Norway
Denmark
Sweden
MEDIAN

General
population

53%
46
41
36
32
30
29
27
26
26
24
24
18
14
12
27

Church-
attending
Christians

2%
69
67
59
61
60
58
56
61
52
58
69
60
22
52
60

Nonpracticing
Christians

51%
39
33
44
25
25
31
25
28
27
28
29
19
16
12
28

Religiously
unaffiliated

13%
5

w oo w o~ O

IR
[EEN

w o w o

5

Note: Churchattending Christians are defined as those who attend churett least monthly.
Nonpracticing Christians are defined as those who atteridss often This question was not
asked of Muslim respondents; figures shown are the percentage of all Agluslims who give

each response.

Source: Survey conducted ApAlugust 2017 in 15 countries. See Methodology for details.
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education to say God will judge all people.

Generally, Western Europeans are considerably more likely to believe in an altloving God or
higher power than a judgmental one (medians of 46% vs. 27%).
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Western Europeans are more likely to say God has rewarded them than punished them

Consistent with a general sense that God or a

higher power is more likely to love than to More belief in personal reward than
judge, Western Europeans are more likely to punishment from God
say God hasever personally rewarded them % who believein God or a higher power and say that

than to say God haspunished them because of God/higher power has ever rewarde d/punished them

. . . ersonally because of their behavior
their behavior . In Spain, for example, 41% of P Y
Rewarded  Punished

adults believe God has rewarded them, while them them Difference
just 18% believe they have been punishedy Portugal 63% 23% +40
God. Spain 41 18 +23
Italy 40 24 +16
Churchgoing Christians are more likely than Irelan,d % 25 T
) . . . Austria 29 19 +10
non-practicing Chr itesssayithayn sBelg%nr] Aino nge s 0 1" +10
have been either rewarded or punished by God  g¢many o8 19 +9
orahigherpower.( Very few Anone&handsn t he 10 +9
region say they have had these experiences.) Sweden 16 7 +9
Switzerland 32 23 +9
Older Western Europeans (those 35 years old France 28 20 +8
and above) generally are more likely than Norway 19 1 +8
younger adults to say God has rewarded them. ~ "and 25 18 7
Norway is an exception to this pattern; 17% of United Kingdorn 2 18 T
. Denmark 14 8 +6

older Norwegians say God has rewarded them, MEDIAN 28 18

compared with 26% of adults under 35. In _ _ _
. Note: These questions were not asked of Muslim respondents; figur
Belgium, Denmark and the Netherlands, older shown are the percentage of all noMuslims who give each respons

. ; All differences are statistically significant.
and younger adults have similar views. Source: Survey conducted Ap#lugust 2017 in 15 countries. See
Methodology fordetails.
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Sidebar: Differing conceptions of God or a higher power

Participants in focus groupsn five Western European countrieshared descriptons and characteristicsthat they
associate wih God or a higher powerThe focus groups were composed either entirely of Christians or entirely of
religiously unaffiliated people This conversation began with a word association exercise where everyone was
asked to either draw or write what comestomid when hear i ndnbothkindswidacus grouso d . 6
many participants talked about their idea of a supreme being or higher power. But their descriptions varied and
were split mostly on religious linesChristianparticipants generally used thewrddGodd or a mal e pronou
spoke about characteristics often associated with God in the Bibdea powerful deity who is alkknowing and alt
seeingd while manyreligiously unaffiliatedadults said they do not believe in God at aHowever, these patterns
were not unanimous;a few Christians expressed doubts about God or describ&e deity in a more abstract

manner, while several religiously unaffiliated adults mentioned belief iaither a biblical Godor a more abstract
power, such as a source of balance ithe universe or a force connecting all living things

OAccepting, pea.c.ef ull tamidnK otrtgatvd smmgwhat | t alHee from t
asks of wus. So | 6m as s hemiwags k & tttdhda tb eh iait?Beillthinka r w ocougl adnnt &
thatwouldbehi s characteristics. o

8 39-yearold Christian man, United Kingdom

0Sees everything, knows everything and is ancient.
looking down on us all day long and seeing everythingand&kkrwi ng everything. o
028yearol d oO6nothing in particulardé woman, Ger many

0 To me someaoheaalks aboutGod, | have the image of Jesus Chridtthe image of Jesus Christ

with his beard thatis taught to us as children in catechesis. When | have seen Gddhave seen whathe

hast aught wus. The first image that comes to mind is t
8 50-yearold Christian woman, Spain

OEvery time | picture God, I think of this massive
0 34-yearold Christian man, United Kingdom

0 Wwould say a patriarchtoowh o wat ches over all his sheep. I't's wh
8 25-yearold Christian man, France

0 Hi g h e randby tivae Irmean something along the lines d@f e n eédAng snore like a guardian angel

é To me, God is also not just one, but sehater al. Whe
surroundme , rather than praying directly to God. o

8 53-yearold Christian woman, Germany

O[ The] characteristics of Godnamepmo&g&suadea gouspf g
nobody elsearoungli t s gorgeous. 06
035vyearol d o6nothing in particulard man, United Kingdom

OFor me it is kindness. Goodness in the broadest se
the family, Ithinki t ' s a super fat her . é hehvdl forgivetydudor véhatywomdon y ou ne
wrong, will let you be free if you want t@and is never going to reprimand you at all. He will explain, and
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nothing more. o
0 67-yearold Christian man, Spain

Ol t 6cso ntcheept of a panoramic view. He is above everybo
0 34-yearold Christian man, France

0So for the drawing of God, I didnét really know ho:
God is outside matter, spadng,likepedpletwerensying smljusttidas not
squiggle. But what are the qualities? I said itods
because itds beyond our kind of understanding. ¢

8 20-yearold agnostic man, United Kingdom

o[l wrothee]r GHi Mmecarven! 6 Very stylistic picture, not
you are going to picture God. o6
0 30-yearold agnostic man, Sweden

While many could give a description of God or a higher power, a lot of the religiously uret#ii participants and
even some Christians provided reasons they do not think that such a being, or force, exists. They said the
existence of a biblical version of God or a higher power conflicts with their belief in logic, reason and science.

0l 6 m ieree[sgndleddencebased. €é | dondt necessarily think al
there is a man sitting in the c¢clouds in the sky tha
wanting to believe in something bigger, as oppodeo it being a being. Because | think a lot of the
Christians that | would speak to dondt necessarily |
6032yearol d onothing in particulardé woman, United Kingd
0l think that man created this concept of God. 6
057yearol dodbhing in particulardé man, France

00f course, people should be able to believe in wha

orifitis God, or whatever. But for me, it just doesn't exist. For me it's not logieah my head it's ju$ not
logical. | haven't experienced anything, maybe if | would experience something, then | would say it, but
not quite. But one can always change. 0

8 26-yearold atheist woman, Sweden

0l quite | ike science.dormofethartoned goddt the nhoménitleatvhas t her e d s
created everything in the wuniverse, based on scienc
8 30-yearold atheist man, United Kingdom

0l 6d really love to believe, as | see how much it h
Unfortunately, it never did so forme. And or me, God is just a story.o
8 32-yearold Christian woman, France

For details on the focus groups, including locations and composition, see Methodology.
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Few in the region say God communicates with them daily

The survey also asked people who believe in
God (or some other higher power) whether
that higher power talks to or communicates
with them. In several countries across the
region, at least a quarter of adults say God or
some higher power communicates with them
somewhat regularly.

In Switzerland, for example, 38% say God
communicates with them monthly or more.
Among those who believe in God, fewer say
God seldom (13%) or never (15%)
communicates with them. (An additional 27%
of Swiss adults do not believe in God or any
other higher power.)

In other countries, such as Belgium, Denmark
and Sweden, lower shares say they hae
monthly communications with God or a
higher power. And across most of the region,
very few people say God communicates with
them on adaily basis, although in Portugal,
more than a quarter of adults (28%) say this.

Relatively high share in Portugal say God
communicates with them daily

% who say God/higher power talks to or communicates
with them é

Never/
At least Weekly/ Dondét |
daily monthly Seldom in God

Portugal 28% 17% 13% 30%
Spain 15 10 12 55
Netherlands 14 10 15 57
Italy 10 34 14 33
Norway 10 9 16 58
Belgium 9 10 13 62
Ireland 9 29 14 39
Sweden 8 12 66
Finland 6 25 54
France 5 23 16 46
Germany 5 33 16 40
Austria 4 36 16 37
Denmark 4 5 16 70
Switzerland 3 35 13 42
UK 3 29 16 43
MEDIAN 8 17 15 46
Note: This question was not asked of Muslim respondents; figures shc
are the percentage ofallnomMu s | i ms who gi ve e

know/refused/other/both/neither/depends responses are not shown.
Source: Surveyonducted AprifAugust 2017 in 15 countries. See
Methodology for details.

MBeing Christian in Western Eurojge
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Churchgoing Christians are much more likely
thannon-pr acti cing Chritssti
say God communicates with themon at least a
monthly basis. For example, a majority (72%) of
Swiss Christians who attend religious services

Majgritigsr of (r:lhurgh -%tte%ding
Thristians say &8d cdommunicates with
them

% who say God/higher power talks to or communicates
with them monthly or more

at least monthly say God talks to them monthly Church- Non-
or more, but just 36% of Christians who attend éﬁﬁggyngs gﬁ?gt?;”n% L'Tnea'lif%ilf;tgg’
less frequently say this, as do just 3% of Austria 73% 34% 1%
religiously unaffiliated Swiss. Belgium 57 20 6
Denmark 24 8 4
Women are more likely than men to say God Finland 53 9 6
communicates with them regularly. For France 70 21 3
example, 25% of women in Norway say this, Germany 76 39 2
compared with 12% of men And adults ages 35 :trz:jnd Zg i; 2
and over also are more likely than younger Netherlands 76 97 6
adults to say God talks to them. Norway 68 16 5
Portugal 66 39 14
Spain 60 21 6
Sweden 75 13 3
Switzerland 72 36 3
United Kingdom 69 33 2
MEDIAN 69 27 3

Note: Churchattending Christians are defined as those who attend
churchat least monthly Nonpracticing Christians are defined as
those who attendless often

Source: Survey conducted Ap#lugust 2017 in 15 countries. See
Methodology for details.

MBeing Christian in Western Eurojge
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People who believe in a biblical God generally sg God is alloving, all-knowing and judging

Overall, an image of an omnipotent and

omniscient God is more commonly held by Believers in a biblical God more likely to
people who believe in a biblical description of see God as alipowerful, all-knowing,
God than by those who say they believe in some and involved in their life

other kind of higher power or spiritual force. A Median % in Western Europe who believe God/higher
regional median of 54% of those who believe in power ¢
God as described in the Bible say God is all Among those
: : Believe in GodBelieve in other
powerful, compared with a median of 27% as described higher power or
among those who express belief in some other in the Bible  spiritual force
Is alHoving 86% 58%

higher power. A similar pattern is seen on the

. . L. Is all-knowing 72 38
questions about whether God is omniscient
Is all-powerful 54 27
I 0 0
(medians of 72% vs. 38%, loves all people Wil judge all people 59 31
(86% vs. 58%) or will judge all people (59% vs.
31%). Has ever personally
rewarded them 52 32
) . o ) Has ever personally
Believers in a biblical God are also more likely punished them 29 22

to say they have had personal interactions with ~ Has ever ommunicated
. . . . with them 78 55

God. Those who believe in Godas described in

. . . Source: Survey conducted Ap#lugust 2017 in 15 countries. See
the Bible are more likely than other believers to  cinoqoiogy fzr details. A
say God has rewarded them (52% vs. 32% cBeing Christian in Western Euroyge
medians) or regularly communicates with them ~ PEW RESEARCH CENTER
(78% vs. 55%).
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5. Attitudes toward spirituality and religion

Spirituality and religion can be defined in many different ways, and the distinction between the
two concepts often is muddy. For the purposes of this analysis, spirituality refers to beliefs or
feelings about supernatural phenomena, such as life after death, the existence of a soul apart from
the human body, and the presence of spiritual energy in physical things such as mountains, trees
or crystals.

People may have these kinds of beliefs about supernatural phenomena or participate in spiritual
practices even if they do not consider themselves to belong to (or atively practice) a religion.
Indeed, some people may reject religioni with its strong connotations of structure, tradition and
organization 1 while still embracing spiritual beliefs. In the United States, for example, nearly half
of adults (48%) describe themselves asboth religious and spiritual, but a substantial 7 and rising i
share of the public (27% in 2017, up from 19% in 2012) call themselvespiritual but not religious .

In Western Europe, by contrast, many people describe themselves asieither religious nor
spiritual. Across the 15 countries surveyed, a median of 53% place themselves in this dagory. Far
fewer Europeans consider themselves both religious and spiritual, spiritual but not religious, or
religious but not spiritual.

The survey shows, moreover, that these seldescriptions generally match the way Europeans
answer other questions abaut their beliefs, practices and attitudes. For example, people who

describe themselves asoth religious and spiritual (median of 24%) generally affirm that they

believe in God, they have a soul as well as a physical body, and religion helps them choose heeen

right and wrong. They also are |l argely inclined to
spiritual forces in the wuniverseo and fAOverall, re
Europeans who describe themselves aspiritual but not religious (median of 11%)end to say

they believe there is some higher power or spiritual force in the universe, but not a God as

described in the Bible. They are just as likelyasseKd e s cr i bed frel i gi ousd peopl

have a soul, but much less likely tosay that religion helps them choose right from wrong. And

while they tend to reject the statement that #ATher
of them (median of 43%) agree that fAOverall, relidg
Europeans who cal themselvesreligious but not spiritual (median of 15%)generally are

inclined to say they believe in the God of the Bible, they have a soul, and religion helps them

choose right over wrong. Most disagree thatafi@here
they overwhel mingly reject the idea that AOverall,

www.pewesearchorg
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Finally, Europeans who consider themselvesneither religious nor spiri  tual (median of 53%)

i the largest group across the regioni are much more likely than people in the other three

categories to say they do not believe inany God or other higher power. They are also the least

likely to say they have a soul (though a substantial minority do believe in a soul). They generally

reject the statement that religion hel ps them choose between right and wrong, and agree that

fiTthere are NO spiritual forces in the wuniverse. o0 TFh
whether religion does more harm than good.

On the whole, Western Europeans have mixed views on religion ard spirituality. When multiple

questions about the impact of religion on individuals and society are combined into a scale, there

iS o consensus among people across the region on whether religion has a positive, negative or

mixed influence. Public opinion in the Scandinavian countries of Sweden, Denmark and Norway is
comparatively negative toward religion, while respondents in Portugal, Italy, Austria and Ireland

hold much more positive views of religionds value

Similarly, when multiple questions about spiritual concepts are combined into a scale, the overall
picture also is mixed, with about half of the public embracing spiritual beliefs in Austria, Italy and
Ireland (some of the same countries where attitudes toward religion are most positive) and far
fewer respondents affirming spiritual views in such countries as Sweden and Belgium.

Europeans who identify as Christians tend to embra
in their lives and societies positively, while religiously unaffiliated Europeans tend to lean in the
opposite direction.

The survey also asked about variety of beliefs and practices that areoften associated with

Eastern, New Age or folk religions. These include belief in yoga(as a spiritual practice, not just as

exercise); belief in spiritual energy located in physical things such asmountain s, trees or crystals;

belief in the fAevil eyed (that certdinfateepeopl e can
reincarnation and astrology; the practice of meditation; and the use of horoscopes, tarot cards or

fortune tellers.

In many Western European countries, a substantial minority of adults say they hold these beliefs

or engage in thesepractices. For example, a median of 34% say they believe in fate (that is, the

course of their lives is largely or wholly preordained). A median of 23% believe in astrology (that

is, the position of the stars and pl abobdlieveiman af f e
reincarnation (that is, that people will be reborn in this world again and again), while a median of

19% say they meditate. Such beliefs and practices are particularhcommon among Europeans who

describe themselvesas spiritual but not religio us.

www.pewesearchorg



121
PEW RESEARCH CENTER

Minorities across the region describe

themselves as religious, spiritual ldentifying as oOrel

common in Portugal, but less so
The survey asked respondents two separate elsewhere in the region

but related questions: Do you think of % who say they think of themselvesas é
yourself as a religious person? And do you
think of yourself as a spiritual person? In
most countries, fewer than half of
respondents say they are religious, and fewer
than half say they are spiritual.

m Religious ® Spiritual
2%

I
a

Portugal

N

N
a1
w

Italy

Spain
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Only in Portugal do solid majorit ies describe
themselves as religious (72%) and spiritual
(64%). Roughly half of adults in Italy (53%), Switzerland
Ireland (47%) and Spain (47%) say they think

of themselves as religious. And, in Spain, a

Ireland
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similar share of adults (52%) also say they Germany m 41

are spiritual. _ . 38
United Kingdom m

Based on their responses to these two France - 7

questions, Europeans can be sorted into four

categories: 1) those who consider themselves Finland -238

both religious and spiritual; 2) those who Norway -127

consider themselves religious but not

spiritual; 3) those who say they are spiritual Netherlands - 2246

but not religious; and 4) those who say they 24

Denmark

N
[y

are neither religious nor spiritual.
Belgium

Sweden

N
~

H
I Il\)
© N
N
©

Source: Survey conducted ApAlugust 2017 in 15 countries. See
Methodology for details.
0Being Christian in Western Europ
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Ofthese four categories, Western Europeans tend to see themselves as neither

ineither reli gl pfsoud fof spiritual
spiritulabpestinimestt he

. % who say they think of themselvesas ¢
Western European countries.

Neither

A median of 53% across the 15 Both religious  Religious but ~ Spiritual but  religious nor

tri d id and spiritual not spiritual not religious spiritual
countries surveyed consider Austria 26% 19% 4% 51%
themselves neither religious Belgium 12 9 17 62
nor spiritual, including clear Denmark 10 14 12 64
majorities in Sweden (66%), Finland 25 8 14 54
Denmark (64%), Belgium France 24 13 12 52
(62%), Norway (62%) and the ~ Germany 24 17 6 53
Netherlands (60 %). On Ireland 33 14 10 42

~ . Ital . . 2

bal ance, Aneit h &y rellgl3gus nor0 9 38

. . \ . NetherlandF 11 15 13 60
spiritual o is a_smaller category
. . . Norway 10 17 11 62
in prec?ommantly Catholic Portugal 55 17 9 18
countries, such as Ireland Spain 35 12 17 36
(42%) and Italy (38%). Sweden 12 7 15 66

Switzerland 28 17 8 47

Overall, fewer Western United Kingdom 20 18 6 55
Europeans say they are both MEDIAN 24 15 11 53
religious and spiritual Note: Totals for each country may not sum to 100% due to roundiriRespondents were asked

. . t wo separate questions: 0Generally speak
(medlan 0f24%)’ or pICkone andécGenerally speaking, do you thi misesarée y o

of these categories but not the ~ combined for analysis. , , ,
L L Source: Survey conducted Ap#lugust 2017 in 15 countries. See Methodology for details.

other i either religious but not  ¢seing Christian in Western Eurogge

spiritual (15%) or spiritual but PEW RESEARCH CENTER

not religious (11%). By

comparison, many more U.S.

adults describe themselves as both religious and spiritual (48%) or as spiritual but not religious

(27%). (For more comparisons with the U.S., see page47 in the Overview of this report.)
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People who say they are religious or spiritual
(or both) generally believe in God or a higher
power, while those who are neither religious

People who say the
not religiousd | ar

nor spiritual tend to reject belief in God or a but believe in higher power of some kinc

hlgher power alterther' Across 15 Western European countries, median % who

say they believe in é
The prevailing view among those who describe Some other  NO higher
- . .. God as higher power power or
themselves as religiousi either religious and described or spiritual  spiritual force
spiritual, or religious but not spiritual i is that inthe  forceinthe — in the

Bible universe universe
God exists fAas descri beBdthrahgmusahdheSlo)OBl bl44q%0 ( I’B(%dl ans

o o . spiritual
of 51% and 56%, respectively) By contrast, a Religious but ot

median of 64% of those who are spiritual but spiritual %6 39 !
not religious say they believe in some other i‘l’i'gitgjé but not 12 64 18
higher power or spiritual force, though not in Neither religious 10 33 a4
the God of the Bible. Europeans who are neither ~ "°" sPirita
religious nor spiritual tend to reject belief in NoteRespondents were asked two

. . . speaking, do you think odndyou
any higher power or spiritual force (median of Generally speaking, do you th
44%) Responses are combined for analysis. Respondents were asked if

they believe in God, or not. Those who said they believe in God we
asked if they believe in God as described in the Bibleiarsome other
higher power or spiritual force in the universe. Those who said they
not believe in God were asked if they beliewie some kind of higher
power or spiritual force in the universe an nothing at all. Responses
are combined for analysisDon 6t know/ refused
shown. A median of 13% among those who are neither religious no
spiritual say they are unste whether they believe in God or a higher
power.

Source: Survey conducted Ap#lugust 2017 in 15 countries. See
Methodology for details.

Being Christian in Western Eu
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Overall, most Christians in the
region describe themselves as
religious or spiritual in some
way, but there are significant
differences depending on
levels of religious
commitment. A majority of
Christians with low levels of
observance say they are
neither religious nor spiritual
(median of 71%). But among
those with moderate or high
levels of religious
commitment, far fewer fall

into this category (28% and
6%, respectively)18

Highly committed Christians
generally say that they are
either both religious and
spiritual (median of 54%) or
that they are religious but not
spiritual (median of 33%).
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OSpirituradl ibguitowmso® | abel
oOononesd® who say they bel
Across 15 Western European countrie
Neither
Spiritual  religious
3 Both religious Religious but but not nor
Amongeé and spiritual not spiritual  religious  spiritual
Christians 31% 20% 8% 43%
High commiment 54 33 4 6
Moderate commitment 43 24 7 28
Low commitment 8 9 12 71
Religiously unaffiliated 2 1 16 80
Believe in God/higher
power 6 2 34 59
Do not believe 1 1 7 91

Note: Religious commitmenis measured as an index of the following individual practices:
attendance atreligious servicesimportance of religioni n o n drégsencly of prayeand
belief in God. See Appendix A: Scaling and regression analysis for more def@éspondents
were asked two separate questions:
p e r s and &eénerally speaking, doyouthnk of yoursel f
are combined for analysis.

Source: Survey conducted Ap#lugust 2017 in 15 countries. See Methodology for details.
MBeing Christian in Western Eurojge
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as a

0Gene

Among religiously unaffiliated adults, those who say they believe in God or some other higher
power are considerably more likely than those who do not to consider themselves spiritual but not
religious (medians of 34% vs. 7%), although majorities among both groups say they are neither
religious nor spiritual (59% and 91%, respectively).

On balance, women and those over the age of 34 are more likely than men and youngr adults to
say they are both religious and spiritual. And college-educated respondents are more likely than
those with less education to identify as spiritual but not religious.

18 Religious commitmenis measured as an index of the following individual practiceattendance atreligious servicesimportance of religionin

0 n e 0 dreqliencl & prayer and belief in God.
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Spiritual concepts embraced by some, rejected by others in Western Europe

Il n a region where the | abels fAspiritual 06 and dArel.
survey sought to dig deeper into feelings on these topics, asking respondents the extent to which

they agree or disagree with a series of statement§ four about spiritual concepts and four about

the value of religion to individuals and society.

Two statements about spirituality were framed affirmatively T il have a soul as wel|l
body, 06 and Al feel a connectioorn meoa ssuorneedt hsicnige ntthiafti
two were framed negatively, giving respondents the opportunity to agree with statements rejecting
spiritual concepts: AThere are NO spiritual forces
AWhen peopl @& heei e,ndt;hdtheiree is NO |ife after deat h.
probe feelings about religion (see pagel30).

Majorities in most Western Europeans countries believe they have a soul

% who completely/mostly agree with the following statements

------------ Positively worded statements-------------- ------------Negatively worded statements ---------------
| feel a connection to
something that cannot be There are NO spiritual  When people die, that is
I have a soul as well seen or measured forces in the universe, only the end; there is NO life
as a physical body scientifically the laws of nature after death
Austria 64% 49% 29% 31%
Belgium 66 42 61 51
Denmark 68 45 52 52
Finland 73 46 49 42
France 54 45 36 32
Germany 57 42 35 37
Ireland 62 52 35 31
Italy 66 55 35 30
Netherlands 69 49 49 41
Norway 70 46 48 46
Portugal 80 59 52 41
Spain 65 a7 52 40
Sweden 39 39 54 50
Switzerland 56 46 32 29
United Kingdom 49 35 34 36
MEDIAN 65 46 48 40

Source: Survey conducted ApAlugust 2017 in 15 countries. See Methodology for details.
Being Christian in Western Eurojge

PEW RESEARCH CENTER
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Majorities in most countries agree with the idea that they have a soul, including seven-in-ten or
more in Portugal (80%), Finland (73%) and Norway (70%). Sweden and the UK are exceptions;
roughly four -in-ten Swedes (39%) and about half of British responderts (49%) say they believe
they have a soul. Smaller, but still substantial shares across the region (median of 46%) feel a
connection to something that cannot be seen or measured scientifically.

At the same time, negative statements about spirituality also find some resonance in the region. A

median of 48% 11 including most Belgians (61%) i say there areno spiritual forces in the universe,
only the laws of nature. And a median of 40% say there is no afterlife.

www.pewesearchorg
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Respondents who describe
themselves as either religious
or spiritual (or as both) are

more likely than those who
. . . L e Rositive statements-------------- Negative statements -------
identify as neither religious | feel a

e connectionto  There are NO There is NO life
nor spiritual to embrace the | have a soul  somethin spiritual forces after death
spiritual ideas tested in the Both religious “ 19% 18%

Religious and/or spiritual people say they have a soul

Median % in Western Europe who completely/mostly agree with the
foll owing statements, among those w

and spiritual
SUrvey. Religious but not 53 34 26
spiritual
Spiritual but not
majorities of those who say Neither religious
. e nor spiritual 8 = el =
they are religious, spiritual or P
both saythey have a soul. In Note:tRespondents were asked two sepayoathiekofq:
. o yourself as a religious person?6é o0And ge
Austrla,forexample,89/oof person?06 Responses are combined for anal

Source: Survey conducted Ap#lugust 2017 in 15 countries. See Methodology for details.
Being Giristian in Western Europé
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those who say they are both
religious and spiritual believe
in the soul. Among Austrians
who say they are spiritual but
not religious, 68% believe in the saul. And among those who say they are religious but not
spiritual, 76% say they have a soul.

Europeans who identify as neither religious nor spiritual tend to express skeptical or negative

attitudes toward spirituality. For example, majorities in this group agree with the proposition that

there are Ano spiritual forces in the universe, on
no life after death. Nevertheless, substantial shares of people who describe themselves aseither

religious nor spiritual 7 including majorities of respondents in this category in Finland (60%),

Portugal (60%), Denmark (58%), Norway (58%), Belgium (57%) and the Netherlands (57%)1 say

they believe they have a soul.

www.pewesearchorg



128

PEW RESEARCH CENTER

These four questions can be combined into a
scale to more comprehensively measure
overall levels of spiritual beliefs in Western
Europe.?® The results indicate varying
sentiments toward spirituality in the region.

Many people across the region embrace
spiritual concepts such as the soul, an afterlife
and connections that cannot be seen or
measured scientifically; pluralities in 10 of the
15 countries surveyed lean in this direction,
including roughly half of adults in Austria
(52%), Italy (51%) and Ireland (49%).

But substantial shares of adults across the
region largely reject such beliefs or feelings
about supernatural phenomena, including
nearly half of Swedes (47%). And many others
express mixed viewsi either embracing some
spiritu al concepts while rejecting others, or
repeatedly saying they are unsure.

In Western Europe, no consensus about
spiritual concepts

% who &

m Reject spirituality= Mixed = Embrace spirituality

Austria 52%
Italy 51
Ireland 49
Finland 45
Switzerland 44
Portugal 44
Netherlands 43
Germany 43
France 43
Norway 41
Denmark 39
UK 38
Spain 36
Belgium 32
Sweden 28
MEDIAN I 43

Note: Respondents were asked four questions about spiritual
concepts. For each of the four questions, respondents who express
a spiritual belief (e.g., agree they have a soul, disagreewith the idee
that there is no afterlife) received a score of 1, hile those who
rejected a spiritual belief (e.g., disagree that they feel a connection
something that cannot be seen or measured scientifically, or agree
there are no spiritual forces in the universe, only the laws of nature)
were givenascoreofmnué¢ . Those who said
declined to answer were given a score of 0. Cumulative scores of 2
4 are coded as embracing spirituality; scores of minus 2 to minus 4
are coded as rejecting spirituality, and scores of minus 1 to 1 are
coded as mixedSee Appendix A: Scaling and regression analysis ft
further details on the index. Figures may not add to 100% due to
rounding.

Source: Survey conducted Ap#lugust 2017 in 15 countries. See
Methodology for details.

Being Christian in
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Western Eu

19 Respondents were asked four questions about spiritual concepts. For each of fhar questions, respondents who expressed a spiritual
belief (e.g., agree they have a soul, disagreewith the idea that there is no afterlife) received a score of 1, while those who rejected a

spiritual belief (e.g., disagree that they feel a connectido something that cannot be seen or measured scientifically, or agree there are no
niget to anewer wer e
were given a score of 0. Cumulate scores of 2 to 4 are coded as embracing spirituality, scores of minus 2 to minus 4 are coded as rejecting

spiritual forces in the

uni verse,

only the | aws of

spirituality, and scores of minus 1 to 1 are coded as mixed. See Appendix A for further details on the index.
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Christians across the region tend to embrace
the spiritual ideas tested in the survey. But
those with high or moderate levels of religious
commitment are much more likely than those
with low levels of commitment to do so.

Religiously unaffiliated adults, on the other
hand, reject spiritual ideas. But the subset of
religiously unaffiliated adults who believ e in
God or a higher power are considerably more
likely to embrace other spiritual beliefs than
are religiously unaffiliated people who do not
believe in any higher power or spiritual force in
the universe.

Adults ages 35 and older aremore likely than
younger adults to embrace spiritual ideas. For
example, about half (51%) of those ages 35 and
older in Switzerland score at the high end of

the four-question spirituality scale, compared
with about a quarter (26%) of Swiss adults
under 35. Belgium is one exa@ption to this
pattern, where older people are lesslikely than
younger adults to embrace spiritual concepts.

In several countries, Europeans with a college
or university degree are more likely than those
with less education to embrace spiritual ideas.
For example, in France, 53% of college
graduates largely affirm spiritual concepts,

Religiously unaffiliated Europeans who
believe in a higher power are more likely
to embrace other spiritual ideas

Across 15 Western European
Have
Reject mixed  Embrace
, spiritual ~ views on  spiritual
Amongé concepts spirituality concepts
Christians 17% 29% 53%
High commiment 3 17 80
Moderate commitment 13 27 61
Low commitment 30 37 29
Religiously unaffiliated 56 26 19
Believe in God/higher
power 22 33 45
Do not believe 73 20 6

Note: Respondents were asked four questions about spiritual
concepts. For each of the four questions, respondents who expresse
spiritual belief (e.g., agree they have a soul, disagreewith the idea
that there is no afterlife) received a score of 1, kile those who
rejected a spiritual belief (e.g., disagree that they feel a connection tc
something that cannot be seen or measured scientifically, agree thei
are no spiritual forces in the universe, only the laws of nature) were
givenascoreof mnus1IThose who said o0don
answer were given a score of 0. Cumulative scores of 2 to 4 are cod
as embracing spirituality, scores of minus 2 to minus 4 are coded as
rejecting spirituality, and scores of minus 1 to 1 are coded as mixed.
Religious commitmenis measured as an index of the following
individual practices:attendance atreligious servicesimportance of
religioni n o n drégsencl of prayer and belief in Go®bee
Appendix A: Scaling and regression analysis for more dista

Source: Survey conducted Apflugust 2017 in 15 countries. See
Methodology for details.
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compared with 38% of those who have less education. This is the case even though highly educated
Europeans are generallylesspositive in their views toward the value of reli gion for individuals and

society. (See pagel33)

On balance, women are more likely than men to embrace spiritual ideas. In Sweden, for example,
35% of women score at the high end of the spirituality scale, compared with 22% of men.
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Using a similar approach to measure overall attitudes toward religion, the survey finds no clear

130

PEW RESEARCH CENTER

val ue i n

per sonal

e

consensus across Western Europe about the personal and social value of religionin eight

countries, attitudes toward rel igion are, on balance, more positive than negative. But attitudes
toward religion lean negative in four countries and are divided in three countries.

The survey asked respondents whether they agree with two positive statements about religion and
two negative ones. More Western Europeansdisagree than agree with the two positive statements
bet ween
a disagreeshantdagreerwghg i o0 n
causes

iA"nRel i gion helps me choose
to my |ife.d But respondents
the two negative statementsi A Over al |l , r el
religion unnecessary i n my

on
e .

right

On balance, fewer than half express positiveor negative sentiments about religion

% who completely/mostly agree with the following statements

----------- Pasitive statements about religion ------------ ---------
Religion gives meaning

Religion helps me choose

between right and wrong and purpose to my life

Austria 47%
Belgium 37
Denmark 31
Finland 47
France 39
Germany 44
Ireland 52
Italy 57
Netherlands 40
Norway 44
Portugal 62
Spain 45
Sweden 30
Switzerland 46
United Kingdom 39
MEDIAN 44

Source: Survey conducted ApAlugust 2017 in 15 countries. See Methodology for details.

47%
34
36
38
38
43
50
54
37
40
64
39
25
44
37
39
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more harm than good
27%

44
a7
41
37
27
33
28
42
48
24
31
50
31
32
33

Negative statements about religion-------
Overall, religion causes Science makes religion
unnecessary in my life

29%

40
41
34
31
31
28
29
36
42
28
37
42
32
31
32
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In most countries, fewer than half of people surveyed (median of 44%) say thatreligion helps them
choose right over wrong. And similar shares in most countries (median of 39%) say religion gives
meaning to their lives. On balance, even smaller percentages agree with the negative statements
about religion 7 that it causes more harm than good (median of 33%) and that science makes it
unnecessary (median of 32%).

Only in Portugal and Italy do more than half of adults say religion helps them discern right from
wrong and provides meaning and purpose. Meanwhile, at the other end of the spectrum, roughly
half of adults in Sweden (50%), Norway (48%) and Denmark (47%) agree that religion causes
more harm than good.

Respondents who say they are People who say they are not religious do not

religious (either religious but o o ssarily view religion as harmful

not spiritual, or both religious _ _
. Across 15 Western European countries, median %who completely/mostly
and spiritual) generally agree with the following statements

express positive attitudes N _
------ Positive statements-------------Negative statements-------

toward religion. They Religion give: Religion helps  Overall,  Science makes
. meaningand me choose religion causes religion
overwhelmingly agree that purposeto my between right more harm  unnecessary in
religion gives them meaning, life and wrong than good my life
. Both religious and
purpose and moral guidance, spiritual 83% 81% 22% 16%
and they are considerablyless  Religious but not
] ) spiritual 71 70 22 19
likely to agree with the Spiritual but not
surveyodos negat i {lgousst at 30 33 43 33
.. Neither religious
about religion. nor spiritual 17 20 43 47
NoteeRespondents were asked two s ep ayoathirkofq

Thosewhosaytheyareneither yourself as a religious person?6 0And ge

. .. person?é Responses are combined for anal
I’6|IgIOUS nor Spmtual’ Source: Survey conducted ApAlugust 2017 in 15 countries. See Methodology for details.

meanwhile, are more |ike|y to Beingiri stian in Western Europeo
agree with negative rather PEW RESEARCH CENTER

than positive statements about
religion. Indee d, relatively few say religion has value for them personally. But, still, negative views
about religion are not dominant: In no country do a majority of adults in this category say religion
causes more harm than good, overall (median of 43%).

People who sg they are spiritual but not religious present a mixed picture. They tend to disagree
that religion causes more harm than good, or that science makes religion unnecessary. But at the
same time, they also disagree that religion gives their life meaning or helps them choose between
right and wrong.

www.pewesearchorg
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Half of Swedes view religion more
As with the battery of questions about spiritual negatively than positively
beliefs, the four questions about religion were % who havea ____ view of religion
combined into a scale to gauge overall

. . m Negative = Mixed Positive
attitudes in Western Europe. 20 g
Portugal N4 24 59
In about half the countries surveyed, people i 22 29 49
are more likely to hold positive views of Austria e ) a
- . L Ireland 24 31 45
religion than negative ones. A majority of ,

) 0 Switzerland 27 32 41
adults in Portugal (59%), for example, express Germany T 1 a1
mainly positive views on the religion scale, Spain 32 31 38
compared with 17% who voice largely negative Finland 36 26 38
views. Views about religion are also more Norway 45 1/ 37
positive than negative in Italy, Austria and UK o — 36
Ireland. to nam f mol Netherlands 40 25 35

eland, to name a few examples. Erance o ™ -

Denmark 30

On the other hand, in several countries i Belgium 41 30 28

especially Sweden and Denmarki people tend Sweden 50 26 23

to express negative attitudes toward religion.

: MEDIAN IR e

Roughly half of adults in Sweden (50%) and L 2 -

Denmark (47%) have highly negative scores on

the religion scale, while far fewer in both

X . . . Note: Respondents were asked four questions about religion. For
countries express hlghly posmve views of each of the four questions, respondents who expressed a positive

religion. view (e.g., agree religion gives meaning and purpose to their life, or
disagree that religion causes more harm than good) reved a score
of 1, while those who expressed a negative view (e.g., agree scienc
makesreligion unnecessary in their life, or disagree that religion hel
them choose between right and wrong) were given a score of minu:
Those who sai d clineddoradsiwer Wwere gived a soo
of 0. Cumulative scores of 2 to 4 are coded as positive views towar
religion, scores of minus 2 to minus 4 are coded as negative, and
scores of minus 1 to 1 are coded as mixed. See Appendix A: Scalir
and regression andysis for additional details on the scale. Figures
may not add to 100% due to rounding.
Source: Survey conducted Ap#lugust 2017 in 15 countries. See
Methodology for details.
Being Christian in Western Eu
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20 For each of the four questions abat religion, respondents who expressed a positive view (e.g., agree religion gives meaning and purpose to
their life, or disagree that religion causes more harm than good) received a score of 1, while those who expressed a negagive(e.g., agree
science makes religion unnecessary in their life, or disagree that religion helps them choose between right and wrong) were giseara of
minus 1. Those who said o0dondt knowdé or declined to agpssitierviemser e
toward religion, scores of minus 2 to minus 4 are coded as negative, and scores of minus 1 to 1 are coded as mixed. See App&rior

additional details on the scale.
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Generally, Christians

acr oss

the region tend

lives or in society overall. But even among Christians, roughly a third of people in Sweden (35%)
and Denmark (35%) hold more negative than positive attitudes on the scale. This at least partly

reflects differences by level of observance:
Majorities of highly committed and moderately
committed Christians express positive
attitudes about religion, but those with low
levels of commitment tend to voice mixed or
negative views.

Religiously unaffiliated Europeans generally
hold negative views of religion, but among this
group, those who believe in God or a higher
power are more likely than those who do not to
have positive attitudes toward religion
(medians of 15% vs. 2%)Even among
religiously unaffiliated believers, roughly half
or more in nearly every country score on the
negative end of the scale.

Across many countries, women, older adults
and those with less than a college education
are more likely than men, adults under 35 and
college graduates to have positive views of
religion. In Spain, for example, college
graduates tend to have negative attitudes
toward religion (41% mostly negative vs. 28%
mostly positive), while people with less
education tend to lean toward positive
attitudes (29% negative vs. 41% positive).

Religiously unaffiliated Europeans have
predominantly negative view of religion

Across 15 Western European countries, median % who

have __ views toward religion

Amonge Negative ~ Mixed  Positive

Christians 18% 29% 51%
High commiment 1 10 89
Moderate commitment 10 27 64
Low commitment 35 43 21

Religiously unaffiliated 67 27 6
Believe in God/higher
power 55 31 15
Do not believe 78 21 2

Note: Respondents were asked four questions about religion. For ee
of the four questions, respondents who expressed a positive view (e
agree religion gives meaning and purpose to their life, or disagree th
religion causes more harm than good) recegd a score of 1, while
those who expressed a negative view (e.g., agree sciemsakes
religion unnecessary in their life, or disagree that religion helps them
choose between right and wrong) were given a score of minus 1. Th
who sai d 0dodinédto akswer wale givan a stae of 0.
Cumulative scores of 2 to 4 are coded as positive views toward relig
scores of minus 2 to minus 4 are coded as negative, and scores of
minus 1 to 1 are coded as mixed.

Religious commitmenis measured as an inex of the following
individual practices:attendance atreligious servicesimportance of
religioni n o n drégsencly of prayer and belief in Gobee
Appendix A: Scaling and regression analysis for more details.
Source: Survey conducted Apflugug 2017 in 15 countries. See
Methodology for details.
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Eastern, New Agebeliefs and practicesmor e common among Ogipausd ual

The survey also explored the extent to which Western Europeans hold beliefs and engage in
practices often associated with Eastern, New Age or folk religions. These includewhether they
believe in fate, astrology, spiritual energy, yoga as a spiritual practice, reincarnation, and the evil
eye,as well as whether theymeditat e or consult horoscopes, tarot cards or fortune tellers.

Most people surveyed say theydo not hold these beliefs or follow these practices. But there is
considerable variation across the region People on the Iberian Peninsulahave relatively high

levels of engagement withsome of these beliefs, while the beliefsare much less common in
Scandinavia. For example, roughly half of adults in Portugal (48%) and a third in Spain (33%)
believe inthe fievileyed0 (t he i dea that certain people can
to happen to someone), compared with 9% eachin Denmark and Sweden.

Of the eight items tested, belief in fate i the idea that the course of your life is largely or wholly
preordained 1 is most common across the regian. Majorit ies of adults in Portugal (60%) and Spain
(59%) say theybelieve in fate, as well asroughly half in Belgium (49%) and a median of about one-
third (34%) across the 15 countries surveyed.

A smaller, but still substantial, share of Western Europeans believe in yoga as a spiritual practice
(regional median of 26%). This belief is especiallyprevalent in Sweden (40%), Portugal (39%) and
Finland (38 %).

A median of 20% across the regionsay theybelieve in reincarnation 1 that people will be reborn in
this world again and again. But relatively few adults acrossthe countries surveyed say theyconsult
the horoscope, tarot cards or see a fortune teller(median of 13%).

Previous Pew Research Center surveys have asked about some of these same beliefs and practices
in other parts of the world. Generally speaking, they are less common in Western Europe than
elsewhere. For example,a median of 16%o0f respondents in Western European countries say they
believe in the evil eye,compared with a median of 48% in Central and Eastern Europe as well as
medians of 46% in Latin America and 39% in sub-Saharan Africa.

www.pewesearchorg
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Substantial minorities across Western Europe hold Eastern, New Age or folk beliefs

% who é

Beliefs Practices-----—-
Believe in Believe in
yoga as spiritual Consult
spiritual energy in . h /
Believe in practice, not Believein  physical  Believe in Believe in thq Practice NOroscope
fate just exercise astrology things  reincarnation o e v i | |Meditation tarot cards
Austria 34% 20% 23% 22% 18% 13% 13% 16%
Belgium 49 36 30 35 24 23 28 20
Denmark 36 26 29 23 22 9 18 20
Finland 39 38 26 23 24 10 11 22
France 31 24 21 26 18 20 19 16
Germany 31 19 24 17 15 13 13 16
Ireland 34 24 20 24 20 19 20 12
Italy 24 19 19 23 23 18 17 12
Netherlands 38 30 26 29 22 12 21 9
Norway 34 28 19 21 18 16 23 18
Portugal 60 39 35 37 31 48 47 13
Spain 59 35 37 49 24 33 47 12
Sweden 37 40 23 20 19 9 20 8
Switzerland 28 19 22 22 19 17 13 13
United Kingdom 25 18 19 22 17 13 15 13
MEDIAN 34 26 23 23 20 16 19 13

Source: Survey conducted ApAlugust 2017 in 15 countries. See Methodology for details.
Being Christian in Western Europebo
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Adults who say that they are spiritual but not religious are mo re likely than others in Western
Europe to say theyengagein these beliefs and practices. By catrast, respondents who describe
themselves asneither religious nor spiritual are least likely to engage in most of these beliefs and
practices.

@piritual butn ot r e Europdars merd likely to believe in astrology, meditate

% who é

Beliefs Rractices--------
Believe in Believe in
yoga as spiritual Consult
spiritual energy in horoscope/
Believe in practice, not Believe in  physical Believe in Believe in the tarot cards or
fate Just exercise astrology things reincarnation 0 e v i | Meditate fortune+teller
Both religious
and spiritual 41 37 30 34 30 26 25 20
Religious but
not spiritual 48 18 25 20 22 19 14 14
Spiritual but not
religious 43 55 40 52 38 29 45 28
Neither religious
nor spiritual 28 19 18 14 12 9 11 9
Not e: Respondents were asked two separate questi ons:andGaenabyr al
speaking, do you think of yourself as a spiritual person?6 Re
Source: Survey condued ApritAugust 2017 in 15 countries. See Methodology for details.
Being Christian in Western Europeb6
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These @éght measureswere combined into an
overall scaleof alternative (i.e., Eastern, New
Age or folk) beliefs and practices Those who
say they believe in or practice at least six of the
eight items are categorized as having high

Few peopleacross Western Europe
show high levels of engagement with
alternative beliefs and practices

% who have ____levels ofengagement with Eastern,
New Age or folk beliefs and practices

levels of engagement withalternative beliefs
and practices, while those who affirm two or
fewer items are coded as relatively low on the
scale.Others are categorized as moderatex!

Throughout Western Europe, very few
respondents display high levels of these
alternative beliefs and practices. Majorities in
nearly every country say they observe two or
fewer of the eight items tested, including
roughly three -quarters in the United Kingdom
(77%), Germany (75%)and Switzerland (75%).
In fact, substantial shares of respondentsin
severalcountries say that they do not engage
in any of these beliefs and practices:In Italy
(40%) and Austria (35%), for example, more
than a third of adults say they do not engage in
any of the Eastern, New Age or folk beliefs and
practices mentioned in the survey.

Consistent with their overall low levels of
religious belief and practice, European men
show lower levels of engagement withthese
alternative beliefs and practices than do
women. For example, just over half of men
(54%) in Spain score low on the scée,
compared with 37% of Spanishwomen. And
the sharesof men in Denmark (39%) and
Norway (40%) who do not observe any of
these beliefs and practicesare larger than the

= Low = Moderate High
UK
Germany
Switzerland
Austria
Italy
SWELE 72 D24
Norway IR s
France NN N4
Ireland I /O A
Netherlands 6
Denmark 6
Finland 6
Belgium 9
Spain 12
Portugal 14

MEDIAN 70 250!

Note: The survey asked about eight beliefs and practices often
associated with Eastern, New Age or folk religiofzlief in fate,
astrology, spiritual energy, yoga as a spiritual practice, reincarnatiol
and the evil eyeand whether peoplepractice meditation or consult
horoscopes, tarot cards or fortungtellers. Those who say they beliewv:
in or practice at least six of the eight itemare categorized as having
high levels of engagement witllternative beliefs and practices, while
those who say they bedive in two or fewer items areategorized as
lowonthe scaleOt her s ar e c ounReepttwhos
responded "don't know" or who refused to answer each statement
were coded as nonbelieving for the purpose of this scalee
Appendix A: Scaling ancegression analysis for details. Figuranay
not add to 100% due to rounding.

Source: Survey conducted Ap#lugust 2017 in 15 countries. See
Methodology for details.
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comparable shares of women(25% and 23%, respectively).

21 For more information about how this scale was developed, see ApgenA: Scaling and regression analysis.
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The picture is more mixed when it comes to
differences by education. In several countries,
adults with less than a college degree aramore
likely than college-educated adults to believe in
fate, astrology or the evil eye, and more likely
to say they consult horoscopes or tarot cards.
But the reverse is true for meditation and yoga:
College-educated respondents aremore likely
than their less-well-educated peers to say they
meditate or believe in yoga as a spiritual
practice.

Age patterns also vary. For example, in
Belgium, young adults (under 35) are more
engaged with alternative beliefs and practices
than their elders, while in Switzerland and the
UK, younger people sore lower on the same
scale

In most places, Christians score low on the
scale of alternative beliefs and practices, and
there are no consistent differences among
Christians depending on their levels of
religious commitment.

Religiously unaffiliated Europeans show even
lower levels of engagement with Eastern, New
Age or folk beliefs and practices than do
Christians. But the
believe in God or a higher power are more
likely than unaffiliated people who do not

subset

Religiously unaffiliated Europeans who
believe in God or a higher power are
more | ikely than o
in alternative beliefs and practices

Across 15 Western European countries, median % who
have low/moderate/high levels of engagement with
Eastern, New Age or folk beliefs and practices

Level of engagement with
nontraditional practices

Among ¢ Low  Moderate  High
Christians 68% 28% 4%
High commiment 64 30 6
Moderate commitment 63 33 6
Low commitment 72 25 2
Religiously unaffiliated 79 18 4

Believe in God/higher
power 52 36 12
Do not believe 91 8 1

Note: The survey asked about eight beliefs and practices often
associated with Eastern, New Age or folk religiofzlief in fate,
astrology, spiritual energy, yoga as a spiritual practice, reincarnation
and the evil eyeand whether peoplepractice meditation or consult the
horoscope. Those who say they believe in or practice at least six of {
eight items were categorized as having high levels of engagement w
alternative beliefs and practices, while those who say they believe in
two or fewer items arecategorized as low on the scale Others are
count ed as Peopeowh@responded "don't know" or who
refused to answer each statement were coded as nonbelievifa the
purpose of this scale.

Religious commitmenis measured as an index of the faling
individual practices:attendance atreligious servicesimportance of
religioni n o n drégsency af prager and belief in Gadsee
Appendix A: Scaling and regression analysis for more details.
Source: Survey conducted Ap#lugust 2017 in 15 cauntries. See
Methodology for details.

Being Chyistian in Weastern
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believe in any higher poweri and more likely than Christians i to engage in alternative beliefs

and practices.
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6. Religion and society

Overall, fewer than half of respondents across
Western Europe regularly take part in civic
activities, such as participating in a performing
arts group, charitable organization, church or
religious group, sports club or any other
community group or association. Across many
of these activities, there is a clear link between
religious observance and civic participation:
Highly observant Christians are more likely
than either Christians with low er levels of
observanceor religiously unaffiliated adults to
participate not only in religious groups but also
in charitable or volunteer organizations and
other community groups. This suggests that
active participation in a religious community,
not just religious identity or belief alone, may
be associated withhigher rates of civic
participation. 22

But, although highly committed Christians are
generally more civically engaged than other
Europeans, they are not more engaged inevery
kind of activity. When it comes to sports clubs
or recreation groups, religiously unaffiliated
adults and Christians with lower levels of
religious commitment are more likely than
highly committed Christians to participate.

Still, religious observance is tied to overall civic
engagement, and manyWestern Europeans
also see churches andeligi ous institutions as

In Western Europe, religious observance
is connected with civic participation
and social attitudes

Across 15 countries, medi a
Among Christians
with level of commitment

Religiously

unaffiliated Low  Medium High

Participate in a
community
group 18% 17% 19% 28%

Participate in a
charitable or
volunteer
organization 14 11 21 28

Participate in a
sports club 39 35 33 31

Say religion
should be kept
separate from
government
policies 82 66 55 39

Favor legal gay

marriage 87 84 74 41
Favor legal
abortion 87 87 79 47

Note: Respondents were asked if they spent at least an hour of the
time in the past month participating in community groups/volunteer
organizations/sports clubs Religious commitmenis measured as an
index of the following individual practicesattendance atreligious
services importance of religioni n o n drégsencly of prayer and
belief in God See Appendix A: Scaling and regression analysis for
more details.

Source: Survey conducted Ap#lugust 2017 in 15 countries. See
Methodology fordetails.
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having positive impacts on society. Majorities across the region say that religious institutions bring
people together, strengthen community bonds and play an important role in helping the poor and

needy.

22 This findingbroadlyaligns with a large body of scholarship that has linked religisobservanceto higher levels of civiengagement See for
example, Putnam, Robert D. and David E. Campbell. 2088merican Grace: How Religion Divides and UnitesdJs
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Fewer, although still considerable shares, also agree with aseries of negative statements about
religious institutions. For example, in Portugal i the most religious country surveyed, by several
measuresi majorities say churches and other religious institutions focus too much on rules (74%)
and are too concerned with money and power (66%).

In addition, Western Europeans generally favor keeping religion separate from government.
Christians who show low levels of religious commitment are more supportive of separation of
church and state than are highly observant Christians. But even compared with Christians who
show low levels of religious commitment, religiously unaffiliated adults are especially likely to say
religion should be kept separate from government policy.

Thereislessofadi vi de b et we eQhristiamsavithdows fevela of dommitment when it
comes to attitudes on gay marriage and abortion. Both religiously unaffiliated adults and
Christians with low levels of religious observance overwhelmingly favor legal gaymarriage and
abortion. Highly observant Christians, meanwhile, are less likely to take these positions.

www.pewesearchorg
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Most people say theydo not spend time
participating in civic groups

Generally, most Western Europeans say they
have not spent an hour or more of their time in
the past month participating in a civic
organization such as a political party, religious
group, charitable organization or community
group, although roughly a quarter of adults in
Portugal (27%) and Ireland (24%), and about
one-in-five in the Netherlands (21%) say they
have spent at least an hour of their time
volunteering with a religious organization.

In some countries, sizable minorities say they
participate in a community organization or
neighborhood association. This includes about
a quarter of adults in Finland (26%) , Norway
(25%), Denmark (24%), Sweden (24%),
Belgium (23%) and Ireland (23%) . There are
similar levels of participation in other kinds of
charitable organizations: About three -in-ten
Dutch adults (29%) reported doing this in the
past month at the time the survey was
conducted.

Volunteering with a political party is less
common: In nearly every country surveyed,
roughly one-in-ten or fewer report spending an

Roughly a quarter of adults in Belgium,
Denmark, Finland, Ireland, Norway,
Sweden involved with community
groups

% who say, in the past month, they spent an hour or
more of their time participatingin aé

Community
group/ Any other
Political Religious neighborhood charitable

party group  association organization
Austria 6% 12% 16% 18%
Belgium 6 13 23 27
Denmark 5 12 24 18
Finland 4 12 26 16
France 5 11 16 15
Germany 9 12 15 15
Ireland 8 24 23 19
Italy 5 19 14 16
Netherlands 14 21 22 29
Norway 11 19 25 27
Portugal 3 27 11 16
Spain 4 15 19 19
Sweden 6 12 24 18
Switzerland 7 12 17 16
UK 6 13 13 14
MEDIAN 6 13 19 18

Source: Survey conducted Ap#lugust 2017 in 15 countries. See
Methodology for details.
0Being Christian in Western Eurogde
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hour or more of their time in the past mon th working with a political party.
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In addition to asking about
volunteering with civic or
charitable organizations, the

Many Western Europeans participate in sports or
recreation clubs

% who say, in the past month, they spent an hour or more of their time

survey also asked people if participating in  a é
they had spent an hour or Sports or recreation Literary,

i g ; clubs for themselves Performance discussion or  Youth
more of the_lr_“m? m_the past or their children or arts group study group  group
month participating in Austria 37% 12% 8% 5%
recreational groups such as a Belgium 46 18 8 7
sports club for themselves or Denmark 42 8 9 5
their children, a performance Finland 34 7 8 3

. F 12 1

or arts group (such as a choir rance 36 0 6
. Germany 38 13 11 5

or theater group), a literary
. . Ireland 36 14 14 9
discussion or study group Italy 24 10 9 .
(such as a book club),or a Netherlands 56 13 9 6
youth group (such as Scouts). Norway 38 11 12 7
Portugal 23 9 5 6
Of these activities, sports or Spain 30 11 9 4
recreational clubs appear to be ~ Sweden 37 10 9 6
the most popular. About a Switzerland 32 13 1 5
third or more of adults United Kingdom 30 11 13 6
MEDIAN 36 11 9 6

surveyed in most countries
Source: Survey conducted Ap#lugust 2017 in 15 countries. See Methodology fafetails.
report that they recently 0Being Christian in Western Europe

participated in a sports or PEW RESEARCH CENTER

recreation club, including a
majority of respond ents in the
Netherlands (56%). By contrast, medians of about one-in-ten people participate in performance or
arts groups or in literary, discussion, or study groups. Even fewer adults participate i n youth
groups.

On the whole, highly observant Christians are more likely than less observant Christians and
Anoneso to be .&drexanple, highly coommitged Gheislians are more likely than
others to be involved not only in religious groups, but also in charitable or volunteer organizations
aswell as community groups.

But highly committed Christians are lesslikely than unaffiliated respondents to participate in
sports teams or recreational clubs, suggesting that for some nonreligious people in Europe, sports

www.pewesearchorg
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clubs could replace religious groups as a form of community engagement?? For example, in the
UK, 22% of highly committed Christians say they are part of a sports or recreational club,
compared with 39% of Anones. 0

On balance, highly committed Christians are about
levels of commitment to be involved with literary discussion groups, such as book cubs.

Adults under 35 are less likely than older people to be involved in civic groupssuch as community
or charitable organizations, but they are more likely to say they have spent an hour or more of
their time with a sports club. And higher shares of cdlege graduates thanof adults with less
education say they are involved in performing arts, community, sports, volunteer or literary
discussion groups.

But even after controlling for age, gender and education, highly committed Christians are
significantly more likely than those with lower levels of commitment and religiously unaffiliated
adults to be involved in a wide range of community organizations. Conversely, religiously
unaffiliated adults and Christians wit h low levels of commitment are more likely than highly
committed Christians to be involved in sports clubs, even when holding other demographic factors
constant.

Measuring religious commitment

In this chapter, religious commitment is measured on a scale comhigi four different measures: How important a
person considers religion in their lives, how often they attend religious services, how often they pray and whether
they believe in God. Christian respondents are classified as high, medium or low in their i@ligicommitment

based on their scores on the scale. See Chapter 3 or Appendix A for additional details on the scale.

Substituting the commitment scale with a simpler measure that uses attendance at religious services to classify
Christians into churchgoindthat is, those who attend church at least monthly) and negracticing (those who attend
church no more than a few times a year) does not change the overall patterns described in this chapter.

23 Some commentators have argued that, at least in the American context, nonreligious people look towards such as CrossFit to fill

spiritual and social needghat previously may have been met by religious institutions. Communications professor Machael Serazio has
pointed out that sport s tneitaalssd fofmdkinghip voeds tat restnbealigiopsebehtiviorcSerazmfurther
explores the connection betwegeéen s et uladustdlavi NuohiisiSgonsd-arkignd ikeeReligien® o ¢
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Hi ghl vy
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groups, but more 6 n o neegaged in sports clubs

% of

Austria
Belgium
Denmark
Finland
France
Germany
Ireland

Italy
Netherlands
Norway
Portugal
Spain
Sweden
Switzerland
UK
MEDIAN

Community group or neighborhood association

Christians Christians witr

with low moderate Highly
Religiously levels of levels of  committed
unaffiliated commitment commitment Christians
10% 13% 15% 30%
21 23 24 37
21 22 34 34
25 24 27 37
17 13 16 18
9 14 17 22
23 17 21 32
12 10 15 14
20 22 29 27
21 26 27 33
13 9 8 13
18 13 19 28
23 23 26 33
11 20 15 24
12 11 11 19
18 17 19 28

who say, in the past month, they spent an hour or more of their time participating in

stians mor e i ke
é
Sports or recreation club
Christians Christians with
with low moderate Highly

Religiously  levels of levels of  committed

unaffiliated commitment commitment Christians
43% 38% 34% 35%
45 48 51 30
41 46 37 42
32 34 36 31
39 38 31 31
39 43 33 34
46 31 33 33
31 26 23 19
57 59 60 48
42 35 43 26
31 26 22 19
34 32 25 27
35 39 38 31
42 29 30 23
39 26 30 22
39 35 33 31

Note: Religious commitmenis measured as an index of the following individual practicesttendance atreligious servicesimportance of religion
i n o n drégsencl of prayer andelief in God See Appendix A: Scaling and regression analysis for more details.
Source: Survey conducted Apflugust 2017 in 15 countries. See Methodology for details.
0Being Christian in Western Eurojge
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Many in Western Europe say churchesave positive impacts on society

Most Western Europeans see churches and other religious institutions as having a positive role in
their societies. Solid majorities in most countries agree that churches and other religious

organi zations Aplay an important role in helping t
together and strengthen community bonds. o6 And i n s
more of respondents say they agree churches and other religiou® r gani zati ons #fAprotec
strengthen morality in society.o

The surveyalso askedwhether people agreewith three negative statements about churches and
other religious institutions. On balance, more respondents agree with the positive statements than
with the negative ones.For example, fewer than half of Germans say churches focus toanuch on
rules (42%), are too concerned with money and power (39%), or are too involved with politics
(34%).

Most say religious institutions help poor and needy, bring people together

% of people who agree with the following statements: A Chur ches and other religious
------------ Paositive attributes ---------------- ------------Negative attributes ----------------
Play an important Bring people together ~ Protect and Focus too Are too concernec  Are too
role in helping the & strengthen strengthen morality much on  with money and involved with
poor and needy = community bonds in society rules power politics
Austria 58% 58% 50% 38% 40% 31%
Belgium 52 66 43 69 66 50
Denmark 73 75 49 57 46 42
Finland 86 76 64 61 48 47
France 50 50 41 47 45 39
Germany 59 53 43 42 39 34
Ireland 62 61 55 50 46 39
Italy 58 56 54 40 43 40
Netherlands 67 75 52 58 51 36
Norway 77 55 53 64 53 53
Portugal 67 71 67 74 66 52
Spain 81 68 54 48 41 37
Sweden 81 82 46 48 41 35
Switzerland 51 49 45 40 41 31
United Kingdom 50 45 39 41 42 34
MEDIAN 62 61 50 48 45 39

Source: Survey conducted ApAlugust 2017 in 15 countries. See Methodology for details.
Being Christian in Western Eurojge
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Looked at another way, a median of 46% of
Western Europeans agree with moreof the
positive statements about organized religion,
compared with a median of 29% who agree with
more of the negative statements.Others
(median of 24%) agree with equal numbers of
positive and negative statements about
organized religion.

Only in Belgium is the share of people with a
predominantly negative view of religious
institutions (44%) larger than the share with a
mainly positive opinion (33%). In France, these
two figures are roughly equal (37% mostly
positive, 35% mostly negative).

On the whole, people over 35 are generally
more likely than younger adults to take positive
views of religious institutions. The Netherlands
is an exception to this pattern: Older Dutch
people arelesslikely than young Dutch adults
to have positive views of religious institutions.

On balance, Western Europeans tend to
have more positive than negative views
about religious institutions

% who agree with __ statements about re ligious
Institutions

More Equal More

positive  numbers of negative
than positive and than
negative negative positive

Austria 51% 24% 25%
Belgium 33 23 44
Denmark 50 22 28
Finland 55 20 25
France 37 28 35
Germany 46 26 29
Ireland 46 25 29
Italy 46 25 29
Netherlands 52 19 30
Norway 42 20 37
Portugal 41 25 34
Spain 60 16 24
Sweden 60 20 20
Switzerland 44 26 31
United Kingdom 40 28 32
MEDIAN 46 24 29

Note: The survey asked whether respondents agree with three pos
statements about religious institutiongt hat t hey opr
strengthen morality in societ?’
community bonds, 6 and pimlthapoora
and n)amddeédnegativeonegt hat rel i gi ous
too much on rules, 6 o0are too
oare too involved with politi:
Source: Survey conducted Ap#lugust 2017 in 15 countries. See
Methodology for details.

oBeing Christian in Western Eurojge
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Among Western Europeans,
opinions about religious
institutions follow a consistent
pattern based on religious
identity and observance.
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Few religiously unaffiliated adults take positive views

of churches and other religious institutions

% who agree with more positive than negative statements about churches

and other religious institutions

Christians with  Christians with

Highly committed Christians Religiously low levels of
are most likelv to express unaffiliated commitment  of commitment
- ) y _p_ Austria 15% 39% 64%
positive views of religious Belgium o4 30 42
institutions, wWhihak finozxpeso agpe 62
least likely to do so. Christians Finland 33 52 67
who display low and moderate France 16 34 46
levels of religious observance Germany 18 36 63
fall betweenthese two Ireland 14 sl 55
extremes. Italy 13 27 50
Netherlands 39 48 61
To ai | Norway 26 36 53
0 g'v_e ong example, more Portugal 16 34 40
than eight-in-ten Austrian Spain a7 54 68
Christians with high levels of Sweden 48 65 68
religious commitment agree Switzerland 10 38 57
with more positive than UK 12 38 52
MEDIAN 18 38 57

negative statements about
religious institutions (84%).
Among moderately observant
Christians in Austria, 64%
share this view. But fewer than
half of low-observance
Christians (39%) express more
positive than negative views of
churches, as do just 15% of

Highly

moderate levels committed

Christians
84%
54
73
80
63
76
72
74
83
78
56
79
87
80
80
78

Note: The survey asked whether respondents agree with three positive statements about

religious institutions(t hat t hey oprotect and
together and strengthen communi't
and n)amddhednegativeonegt hat rel i gious

oare too concerned with money an

strengtt
wingthe podrs

instituti

d). Religious r

commitmentis measured as an index of the following indivichl practices:attendance at

religious servicesimportance of religioni n
See Appendix A: Scaling and regression analysis for more details.

o n drégsgencly of prayer and belief in God.

Source: Survey conducted Ap#lugust 2017 in 15 countries. SeeMethodology for details.
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Sidebar: The role of Christianity andchurches in Europe

While survey results show that Western Europeans tenddgpresspositive views of churches and other religious
organizations, focus groups in five countries revealed further insights into how adults thatlout the ways
religious institutions and the broader society should interact.

Both sets of focus group® those composedentirely of Christians andhose made upentirely of religiously
unaffiiatedadults--ac k nowl edged t hei r sn@genardly pesgivie wadyhParticpdnts m hothr o ot s
kinds of groupsfelt that Christianity, while not perfect, provides a foundation bfsic values and ethicsthat is

valuable Participants said Christianity can give children a moral framework as they mature, helping them become

good citizens. (Accordintp the survey, roughly half of Western Europeans feel that the religious institutions in

their country protect and strengthen morality in society.)

ol think |1 6d agree completely that [the UK] wWoes se
and institutionally itdéds Church of England, Chri sti
8 27-yearold atheist woman, United Kingdom

O[ Our country] is Christian. I see it jasticeayst&€@hr i sti a
the law book to the practicewithin health careé it is all built on Christian values. ... When | read
magazines and talk to peopl e, I still assume a Chri

0 39-year old atheist man, Sweden

0l think [going to church] provi de sandavroggego d¥ omo rt aalk ec o
that throughout your life. | learnt quite a lot, | took quite a lot from Sunday schoél When you go at
young age, I think it does make a big difference. 6

8 39-yearold Christian man, United Kingdom

oOMaybe | ma d e &t [myicldldrem]kbaptizado Itnotite doday that they lack the roots of our

civilization. Theyd o n 6 t  hcatureethey shauld have because they did not follow this course. Not

that it is baptism that gives it, but it's among other things religious edutian gives to children. This

Bible, and especially the Old Testament, is extremely rich and brings all the roots of our civilization, and

it is upon that that our societies were built. . . I hope that they will find [t
057yearol d onothing in particulardé man, France

OAl though there are many begleve théydo letrh @out [relmign]listhkey t hey d
end, religioninstils valuesthat get passedon to individuals.And | believe that in the engdwhether they

believe or not, have been educated in religion or not, the valuasr e very similar. o

8 31-year old Christian man, Spain

At the same time,theé c us group di scussi ososietyovere nothalf positivejnzanyi t yds r ol e
participants said they dislikedChristianrules or teachings that they feel have not changed with the times, such as

opposition to samesex marriage About half of Western European adults in the survey echoed this semnt,

saying that churches and other religious institutions 0

Some adults in the focus groups discussed concerns with church teachings on abortion, gender roles and
homosexuality. They said church positions on such social issudigectly contradict both national attitudes and

www.pewesearchorg
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their personal sentiments on abortion and gay marriage. And despite many seeing religion as a useful moral
framework, focus group participants (both Chenitcsti ans an
remain separate, echoing the surveyds findings.

0l was born andé rlaipsreodb aab | Ga tlhooslti cf ai t h when [ my pare
before he was christenecand he wasndt al |Ildacgrepktelnref@Gadfronotheiclourchh ur i a
So | thought that was just disgusting, so | kind of
0 30-yearold atheist man, United Kingdom

OYou know, I tfihwitintkeir phHosophy:ldwe thy reighloot, tolerance. And then they just
contradict t hems ellmeas,do discrirkireate gaysiwvbile telting peopte ¢o lovby

neighborand to be tolerant t hat | u ®dethat, meng apiidn.Agddhat is why | thought to

myselftha | wi | | not support this. That is just really
0 31-year old atheist woman, Germany

0l would say that [Christianity] supports heteronor
view of women and so on. Those are things thatalsointbhi t t he devel opment of soci
6036year old onothing in particularoé man, Sweden
OWhet her the president is Catholic is not necessari
favor Catholics. o

0 24-yearold Christian man, France

For details o the focus groups, including locations and composition, see Methodology.
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Most Western Europeans say government
policies should be kept separate from
religion

There is a clear consensus across most of the
countries surveyed that religion should be kept
separate from government policies. Still,
substantial shares in several countriestake the
opposite view i that government policies
should support religious values and beliefs in
their country 1 including more than four -in-
ten people surveyedin Switzerland (45%),
Austria (43%) and Italy (43%).

People in predominantly Protestant countries
are more likely than those in Catholic
countries to favor separation of religion and
government. A median of 76% in Protestant-
majority countries say this, compared with a
median of 56% in Catholic-majority countries.

Four-inten or more in Germany,
Portugal, Ireland, Austria, Italy and
Switzerland say governmens should
promote religious values

%whosayi n their country &
m Government policies should support religious
values and beliefs

m Religion should be kept separate from government

policies

Sweden
Finland
Denmark

Spain

Belgium

France
Netherlands
United Kingdom

Germany

Norway
Austria
Ireland
Portugal
Italy

Switzerland

Not e: Doné6t know/refused resp:
Source: Survey conducted Apflugust 2017 in 15 countries. See
Methodology for details.

0Being Christian in Western Euroge
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Young adults (under 35) and

Christi ansd »staterelations vary baked
college graduates are more

on levels of religious observance

likely than older people and
those with lesseducation to say

% who say religion should be kept separate from government policies

Christians with

Christians with

Highly

religion and government Religiously ~ low levels of moderate levels of committed
should be kept separate.And . unaffiliated commitment commitment Christians
likely th Austria 82% 64% 48% 31%
men are more li 'e y than Belgium 80 69 68 55
women to say this, although Denmark 83 81 67 50
majorities among both genders  Finjand 97 87 62 34
favor separation of church and France 87 70 54 44
state. Germany 79 66 47 30
Ireland 81 64 49 41
Western Europeaniinones 0'@% r e 89 66 46 39
more likely than Christ ians, Netherlands 82 66 63 37
Norway 79 52 45 32
regardless of how observant
h ¢ . ¢ Portugal 79 70 55 42
they are, to favor separation o Spain o1 81 69 54
church and state. But among Sweden 92 78 7 50
Christians, those with low Switzerland 77 57 43 37
levels of commitment are more UK 81 59 55 35
likely than highly committed MEDIAN 82 66 55 39

Christians to say religion and
government should be kept
separate.

Further statistical analysis
shows that even after

Note: Religious commitmenis measured as an index of the following individual practices:
o n drégsencly of prayer and
belief in God See Appendix A: Scaling and regression analysis for more details.

Source:Survey conducted AprAugust 2017 in 15 countries. See Methodology for details.
oBeing Christian in Western Eurojge
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attendance atreligious servicesimportance of religioni n

accounting for age, gender, education andpolitical ideology, fi n o naesntore likely than low-
observanceChristians to favor keeping religion separate from government policy.
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Western Europeans overwhelmingly favor legal
gay marriage

We st er n E prefergnesdonkedping religion
and government policies separate is also reflected in
their overwhelming support for legal abortion and
same-sex marriage, even though these positions
conflict with those of the Roman Catholic Church and
some other Christian churches.

Support for same-sex marriage is highest in Sweden
(88%), Denmark (86%) and the Netherlands (86%) i
the first country to legalize same-sex marriage, in
2001.

Western Europeans are generally more likely than
Americans to favor gay marriage, though American
attitudes on the issue haveshifted considerably in
recent years Currently, 62% of Americans favor legal
gay marriage, compared with a median of 75% across
Western Europe.

Still, some pockets of opposition remain in Western
Europe. In ltaly, for example, 38% of respondents
oppose legal gay marriage, the highest share in the
region taking that position . (Italy and Switzerland
are the only countries surveyed where samesex
marriage has not been legalized, although both
countries allow civil unions. 24) And in several other
countries, including Switzerland, roughly a quarter of
the public says gays and lesbians should not be
allowed to marry legally.

Christians overall are somewhat less likely than
religiously unaffiliated adults to favor allowing gays
and lesbians to marry legally. However, even among
Christians, large majorities across Western Europe

About one-in-four or fewer in most
Western European countries oppose ga'
marriage

% who favor/strongly favor or oppose/strong oppose
allowing gays and lesbians to marry legally
NETOppose  NET Favor

Sweden

88%

Denmark
Netherlands
Belgium
Spain
United Kingdom
Germany
Switzerland
France
Norway
Austria
Ireland
Finland
Portugal

Italy

MEDIAN

United States

Note:Dond6t know/refused response
Source: Survey conducted ApAlugust 2017 in 15 countries. See
Methodology for details. Results for the United States from survey
conducted June 818, 2017.

0Being Christian in Western Eurojge
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24 ADecember 2017 court ruling in Austridegalizing samesex marriage will take effecat the beginning of 2019.
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favor legal gay marriage.

Highly committed Christians
are much less likely than
Christians with lower levels of
observance to favor allowing
gays and lesbians to legally
marry. But there is little
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Highly observant Christians are less likely to favor
same-sex marriage

% who strongly favor/ favor allowing gays and lesbians to marry

Christians with  Christians with

legally
Highly

Religiously low levels of moderate levels committed
difference betweenfi n o0 nang o unaffiliated commitment  of commitment Christians
. . Austria 87% 87% 69% 34%

Christians with low levels of ,

b i the sh h Belgium 88 85 81 57
o] servancglnt e shares who Denmark 92 90 82 69
say they either favor or strongly i 1and 84 68 52 39
favor allowing gays and France 85 80 77 32
lesbians to legally marry. Germany 86 84 72 44

Ireland 87 86 67 35
That said, religiously Italy 83 78 60 35
unaffiliated adults are more Netherlands 95 o1 90 60
. . . 83
likely than Christians with low ~ No™Way 80 68 39
Portugal 82 71 59 44
levels of observanceto say they ,

v f Spain 90 83 74 58
stron.gy avor same-sex Sweden 94 90 o1 64
marriage. Switzerland 89 80 75 41

UK 82 85 81 41
Adults under 35, women and MEDIAN 87 84 74 1

people with a college education

Note: Religious commitmenis measured as an index of the following individual practices:

attendance atreligious servicesimportance of religioni n o n drégsencl of prayer and
belief in God See Appendix A: Scaling and regression analysis for more deta

Source: Survey conducted Ap#lugust 2017 in 15 countries. See Methodology for details.
MBeing Christian in Western Eurojge
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are more likely than older
people, men and those with
lower levels of education to
favor legal same sex marriage.

www.pewesearchorg



154
PEW RESEARCH CENTER

Western European adults overwhelmingly favor legal abortion

Majorities in every Western European country surveyedtake liberal positions on abortion, saying
they support legal abortion in all or most

cases.(This also matches mostabortion laws Western Europeans more likely than
in the region.) This includes nearly nine-in-ten U.S. adults to favor legal abortion
or more in Sweden (94%), Denmark (92%) % who say abortion should be ___in all or most cases

and Finland (87%).
NETIllegal NET Legal

Western Europeans support legal abortion at Sweden 3%
considerably higher rates than do Americans. Denmark
As of 2017, a slim majority of Americans (57%) Finland
say they favor legal abortion in all or most
. . Belgi
cases By comparison, a median of 81% across elgium
Western Europe take this position . Netherlands
France
Christians are somewhat less likely than Norway
Anoneso to f av.Butevénegal abdorgi
. . United Kingdom
among Christians, a median of 75%across the g
15 countries surveyed say abortion should be Germany
legal in all or most cases €ompared with a Austria
median of 87% among religiously unaffiliated Switzerland
adults). _
Spain
Ireland
Italy
Portugal
MEDIAN
United States 40 57
Not e: Donét know/refused resp:

Source: Survey conducted Ap#lugust 2017 in 15 countries. See
Methodology for details. Results for the United States from survey
conducted June 818, 2017.

0Being Christian in Western Eurojge
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Differences among Christians

on this question emerge when Rel igious onones6 and Ch
1S guestiol g commitment both overwhelmingly support legal
looking at religious abortion

commitment: Highly observant

o : % who favor legal abortion in all or most cases
Christians are considerably less

Christians with  Christians with Highly

supportive of legal abortion Religiously low levels of  moderate levels committed
unaffiliated commitment of commitment  Christians
than are less observant Austria 87% 87% 20% 35%
Christians. Belgium 20 86 83 68
Denmark 93 96 91 73
MNoneso and Chr i Fiflahdans w3 th 93 86 57
low levels of observance have France 92 88 79 46
similar views on whether Germany 86 86 73 48
abortion should be legal, Ireland 80 87 65 37
although religiously ltaly 85 80 68 4l
. Netherlands 94 92 89 49
gnafflllated adglt§ are more Norway 90 o1 84 23
likely than Christians with low Portugal 76 79 63 47
commitment to say abortion Spain 87 81 69 42
should be legal inall cases. Sweden 98 98 94 76
Switzerland 84 76 77 47
In addition, college graduates UK 83 88 83 50
are more likely than others to MEDIAN 87 87 79 47
support Iegal abortion. Adults Note: Religious commitmenis measured as an index of the following individual practices:
under the age of 35 alsoare 1S T T e

more Iikely than their elders to Source: Survey conducted Ap#lugust 2017 in 15 countries. See Methodology for details.
oBeing Christian in Western Eurojge
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Women and men, for the most

part, expresssimilar levels of support for legal abortion i exceptin Norway and Portugal, where
men are more likely to support it. One possible explanation for the fact that women are not more
likely than men to favor legal abortion is that women tend to show higher levels of religious
observance, which goes handn hand with more opposition t o abortion.
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Appendix A:Scaling and regression analysis
Nationalist, anti-mmigrant and anti-minority views (NIM) scale and regression analysis

Dependent Variable (NIM score)

The NIM scale includes 22 individual questions that can be broadly classified into three groups &
three questions on nationalism, seven questions on immigration and 12 questions probing views of
religious minorities .

Because some topics contribute more questions to the scale than others, individual questions are
weighted such that each topic area contributes equally to the NIM. For example, the NIM includes
three questions on nationalism and 12 questions on religious minorities; to correct for this
discrepancy, each question on nationalism was weighted up, while each question probing attitudes
toward religious minorities was weighted down. T otal scores are scaled from 0 to 10.

Each question is dichotomized as follows. Scores increase by the amount noted below if a
respondent says &

Nationalism (each worth 1.11 points)

Cronbach6éG6lal pha =
Ordinal coefficient alpha = 0.72

1. Itis very/somewhat important to have been born in [COUNTRY] to be truly
[NATIONALITY] (e.g., to have been born in France to be truly French).

2. Itis very/somewhat important to have [NATIONALITY] family background to be truly
[NATIONALITY] (e.g., to have French family background to be truly French).

3. lcompletely/mostly agreewith t he statement, AOur peopl e
i s superior to others. o

www.pewesearchorg
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Immigration (each worth 0.48 points)
Cronbachoé®G84al pha =
Ordinal coefficient alpha = 0.94
1. The number of immigrants to [COUNTRY] should be reduced.
2. Immigrants from Eastern Europe, such as those from Poland, arenot hardworking.
3. Immigrants from the Middle East, such as those from Syria, are not hardworking.
4. Immigrants from Africa, such as those from Nigeria, are not hardworking.
5. Immigrants from Eastern Europe, such as those from Poland, are not honest.
6. Immigrants from the Middle East, such as those from Syria, are not honest.
7. Immigrants from Africa, such as those from Nigeria, are not honest.
Religious minorities (each worth 0.28 points)

Cronbachoé®G80al pha =
Ordinal coefficient alpha = 0.92

1. lamnotwi I  ing, or dondt know (or declined to ans\
neighbors.?

2. lamnotwi I I ing, or dond6t know (or declined to ans\
family members.

3. lamnotwi I I i ng, or dondét know (or declined to ans\
neighbors.

4. lamnotwi I I i ng, or dondt kn)ow f( olrd dewillilniendg ,t ot &a nasa
family members.

5.1 completely/ mostly agree with the statement,6 I
their religious | aw on everyone else in [COUNTI

25 Further analysis of the data shows that those who do not give a clear response are more similar in their characteristidso®etwho say
they are rot willing than those who saythey are willing

www.pewesearchorg
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6.1 completely/ mostly agr ee minkdetof Muslims here, bféeee me nt , |
|l i ke a stranger in my own country. o
7.1 completely/ mostly agree with the statement, I

suffered. o

8 1 completely/ mostly agree with the statement, I
not the interest of the country they live in.o

9. Islam has teachings that promote violence.

10. All/most/many Muslims in the country support violent extremist groups

11. Muslim women who live in the country should not be allowed to wear any religious
clothing.

12.1slami s fundamentally incompatible with the count

For all 22 questions
Cronbachés alpha = 0.88
Ordinal coefficient alpha = 0.95

For logistic regression analysis, the NIM score was dichotomized as follows:

NIM score of 0to 5 = 0.
NIM score of 5.01 to 10 = 1.

Independent variables

1. Age(l=ages184; 0 = 35+/dondt know/refused)

2. Education (1 = College educated or more; 0O = Less e

3. Gender (1 = Men; 0 = Women)
4. Religious affiliation and observance:

a. Defined usingchurch attendance: Each of the following categories was coded as a dummy
variable.

i. Christians who attend church monthly or more
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ii. Christians who attend church no more than a few times a year
ii.h Ot her religion/donét know/refused
iv. Religiously unaffiliated adults (used as the reference category)

b. Defined using an index of religious commitmen{See details on creation of religious
commitment indexin Chapter 3and results of the NIM regression using the religious
commitment index onpage 162.) Each of the following categories was coded as a dummy
variable.

i. Highly committed Christians
ii. Christians withmoderatelevels ofcommitment
iii. Christians with low levels ofommitment
iv. Ot her religion/dondt know/refused
v. Religiously unaffiliated adultused as the reference category)

5. Political ideology: Recoded from sevewint scale26 Each of the following categories was coded as a
dummy variable:

i. Left (0to 2 on a severpoint scale; used as the reference category)
ii. Center (3 on a sevemoint scale)
iii. Right (4 to 6 on a severpoint scale)
iv. Dbondt know/refused

6. Satisfaction with the direction of the country today (1 = Satisfied with the way things are going in this
country; O = Dissatisfied/dondt know/refused).

7. Evaluation of personal economic situation as gdg1 = Describes their personal economic situation as
very or somewhat good; O = Describes their personal
know/refused).

8. Selfassessed knowledge about the Muslim religion and its practices (1 = Knows a grdaal/some; 0 =
Does not know very much/nothing at all/dondt know/ r

9. Selfassessed knowledge about the Jewish religion and its practices (1 = Knows a great deal/Some; 0 =
Does not know very much/nothing at all/dondt Kknow/r

10. Personally knowsa Muslim (1 = Yes, know someone who is Muslim; 0 = No, do not know someone who
is Muslim/dondt know/refused).

11. Personally knows a Jeish person(1 = Yes, know someone who is Jewish = No, do not know someone
who is Jewishhdo n 8 t ré&fused)y /

26 As an experiment, the survey asked two different questions on political ideology: half the saniplErance, Germany and the Ukeceived a
political ideology scale ranging from 0 to;8he other half received a scale ranging from 1 to 7. The responsestk® two scalesshowed minor
differences, but for the purposes of this analysis the scale ranging from 1 to 7 was similarly grouped into left (1 to 3)tere(4) and right (5 to
7).
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12. Alltheir close friends belong to their religion (1 = All their friends have the same religion as them; 0 =
Most/ some of them/ hardly any of them/ none of them/ d

13. The country in which the interview was conducted in algas factored into the aralysis. (Each country
was coded as a dummy variable; UK was used as the reference category.)

Multicollinearity

Multicollinearity occurs when independent variables in a multiple regression model are highly
correlated with one another, such that it is difficult to disentangle the independent effects of each
item on a dependent variable. While there is correlation between variables included in these
models, after running multiple tests, multicollinearity is not a significant concern for the model.

Alter native regressions

While this report shows results based on logistic regression models, we also tested the results
using alternative regression techniques including:

1 Ordinary least squares and Poisson regression on the unweighted 22point NIM scale and
on the weighted 10-point NIM scale.

1 Ordered logistic regression for three variations of the weighted 10-point NIM scale: high,
medium, and low NIM scores set at the 25-25-50 percentiles, 25-50-25 percentiles, and 33
33-33 percentiles.

1 Nested modeling to acaunt for country differences.

Key findings of the report are largely consistent across these models.
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Religious commitment

This report frequently shows results based on religious services attendance. Christians who say
they attend religious services monthly or more are categorized as church-attending, while those
who attend no more than a few times a year are categorized as nofpracticing.

In addition, statistical models presented in the study were tested using a more robust religious
commitment scale/i ndex combining four standard measures of religious engagement: belief in
God, frequency of prayer and religious service attendance, and how important the respondent says
religion is to their life.

Each of the four measures of religious engagement is recodd into three categories as follows:

1. Religious services attendance, aside from wedding and funerals (1 = More than once a
week/once a week/once or twice a month; 0 = Afew times ayear/do n 6 t defusedy £1
= Seldom/never,).

2. Rel i giinmopnodrst ance in the respondentods | ife
important/d o n 6 t defnsedw-1 = Not too/not at all important ).

3. Belief in God (1 = Absolutely certain belief in God; 0 = Fairly certain belief in God/not too
certain/not at all certain /do n 6 t rdefosedyv-1 = Does not believe in God). Note that
Muslims were not asked about belief in GodiT Muslim respondents are coded in the middle
category for this question.

4. Frequency of prayer (1 = More than once a day/once a day; 0 = Occasionally/adn 6 t
know/ refused, -1 = Seldom/never).

Cr o n b aalplaé .86
Ordinal coefficient alpha = 0.914.

Each respondentdés religious commitment value
categories: Low (-4 to -2), medium (-1 to 1) and high religious commitment (2 to 4) . Excluding
belief in God or adjusting the cut-point for religious service attendance (from monthly to weekly)
made little difference to the overall distribution of the scale or its relationship to relevant
dependent variables.
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NIM regressio ns using religious commitment scale

The logistic regression model calculating predicted probability for scoring above 5 on the NIM
scale was also tested using the religious commitment index. The results were nearly identical to
the model that used church attendance as a proxy for religious commitment:

Change in predicted probability for scoring above 5 on
the NIM scale using the religious commitment index as
the dependent variable

Change in
predicted
Independent Variables probability
Rightwing political ideology (vs. left) +35
Christians withmoderate levels of commitment (vs. unaffiliated) +16
Christians with low levels of commitment (vs. unaffiliated) +14
Highly committed Christians (vs. unaffiliated) +12
Dond&t k n opaliticaledealogydwd. left) +12
Political ideology at the center (vs. left) +10
Male +7
All friends belong to same religion as the respondent +6
Familiar with Islam +4
Young (ages 18 to 34) -3
Familiar with Judaism 5
Personal economicsituation good 5
Know a Jevish person -7
Satisfied with country direction -7
College educated (vs. less education) -15
Ot her/ dondt know/refused reli -16
Know a Muslim -19

Note: The number shown is the difference in predicted probability of scoriagove5 on the 10-
point Nationalist, anti-immigrant and antiMinority (NIM)scale, after controlling for other factors
Individualeffects of each countryare taken into account.Roughy 1,800 respondents across all
15 countries did not provide a political ideology.

Source: Survey conducted Ap#lugust 2017 in 15 countries. See Methodology for details.
Being Christian in Western Eurojge
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Attitudes toward religion scale/spirituality scale

The survey asked respondents if they agree or disagree with a battery of four statements about
religion and four about spirituality. Responses are recoded such that negative views toward
religion or spiri tuality are codedas-1, positive views as +1, and
are coded as 0.

Attitudes toward religion
Cr onb aphh5&65
Ordinal coefficient alpha = 0.77

1. Religion gives meaning and purpose to my life (1 = Completely/mostly agrdes Mostly/completely
disagree;0=Don 6 t rekused)w/

2. Religion helps me choose between right and wrong (1 = Completely/mostly agrées
Mostly/completely disagree; 0 =D o nkéow/refused).

3. Overall, religion causes more harm than godel = Completely/Mostly agreel = Mostly completely
disagree0=Do n 0 t rekused)w /

4. Science makes religion unnecessary in my lifel = Completely/mostly agree; 1 = Mostly/completely
disagree;0=Don 6 t rekused)w/

Spirituality
Cr onb aphh 565
Ordinal coefficient alpha = 0.78

1. | have a soul as well as a physical body (1 = Completely/mostly agrdes= Mostly/completely disagree, 0
=Dondt rekused).w/

2. | feel a connection to something that cannot be seen or measured scientifically (1 = Completely/mostly
agree;-1 = Mostly/completely disagree, 0 =D o n & t rekused)w /

3. When people die, that is the end; there is no life afteleath (-1 = Completely/mostly agree; 1 =
Mostly/completely disagree; 0 =Do n 6 t rekused)w /

4. There are no spiritual forces in the universe, only the laws of naturg € Completely/mostly agree; 1 =
Mostly/completely disagree; 0=Do n 6 t rekused)w /

An additive scale for each set of statements resulted in two ninepoint scales, which were then
subdivided into negative views toward religion/rejecting of spirituality ( -4 to -2), mixed views
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toward religion/spirituality ( -1 to 1) and positive viewstoward religion/embracing of spirituality
(2 to 4).

Eastern, New Age or folk beliefs and practices scale
Cronbachés Al pha = 0.66
Ordinal coefficient alpha = 0.80

The survey also asked about a variety of beliefs and practices that are often associated with
Eagern, New Age or folk religions. These include:

1. Beliefi n the oevil eyed6, the idea that certain
happen to someong(1l = Yes; 0=No/b n & t ré&fusedw /

peopl e c

2. Beliefin reincarnation, that people will beeborn in this world again and agaifl = Yes; 0 = No/d n 6 t

know/refused).

3. Beliefin fate, the idea that the course of your life is largely or wholly preordain@id= Yes; 0 = No/d n & t

know/refused).

4. Beliefin spiritual energy located in physical thingsuch as mountains, trees or crystalél = Yes; 0 =

No/do n 6t réfusedw /

5. Beliefin yoga, not just as exercise, but as a spiritual practi¢é = Yes; 0 =No/d n 6 t réfused)v /

6. Beliefin astrology, the idea that the position of the stars and planetscanf f ect pe(@pYegls | i ve:

=No/don 0t ré&fusedw/
7. Meditate (L=Yes;0=No/d n & t réfused)v/

8. Consult the horoscope, tarot cards or see a fortune tell¢l = Yes; 0 =No/d n 6 t ré&fused)v /

Individual items were added to a nine-point scale and then subdivided into high ( scores of 6, 7, §,

moderate (3, 4, 5), and low (0, 1, 2) levels of engagement withalternative beliefs and practices.
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Appendix B:
Methodology

Margins of error and sample sizes

Pew Research Center Margin of Church- Non-

d d error attending practicing Religiously
conducted surveys among (%pts.)  Total Christians Christians  unaffiliated
24,599 adults (ages 18and Austria 3.1 1,791 419 965 350
older) across 15 countries in Belgium 3.1 1,500 153 682 574
Western Europe. Interviewing Denmark +2.9 1,493 192 832 405
was carried out under the Finland +3.0 1,498 174 1,009 298

L . France +28 1,788 336 848 471

direction of GfK Belgium by
leoh both celloh Germany £#2.7 2211 417 1,113 594
telep on(? (both cellp o.nes Ireland +3.3 1,499 447 761 230
and landlines) from April to Italy +3.2 1,804 631 807 206
August 2017. The Netherlands 3.0 1,497 241 409 718
guestionnaire administered Norway 32 1,498 241 572 614
by survey interviewers was Portugal #3.3 1,501 478 708 288
designed by Pew Reseah Spain +3.3 1,499 323 642 484
Center staff in consultation Sweden 3.1 1493 149 663 600
with subject matter experts Switzerland 3.4 1,686 409 867 353
UK +29 1,841 306 973 485

and advisers to the project.

The Wording of several Note: Churckattending Christians are defined as those who attend churett least monthly Nor

practicing Christians are defined as those who atteridss often Religiously unaffiliated adults

questions was subjected to are defined as those who identify as atheist, agnoster o not hi ng in par

.. . not analyze the views ofMuslims, Jews, HindusBuddhists and other smaller religious groups.
COgnItIVG testlng, and the full A previously publishe@nalysis of data from this survey Fiv@ Centuries After Reformation,
survey questionnaire was CatholicProtestant Divide in Western Europe Has Fadedised an older version of survey

. . weights. Since then, Pew Reseeh Center has improved the survey weights for greater accure
pretested in all countries leading to slight differences in margins of error between the two publications. Please contact
. . Pew Research Center for questions regarding weighting adjustments.
prior to fieldwork. Source: Survey conducted Ap#ugust 2017 in 15 countries.
0Being Christian in Western Europebd

The surveysare nationally PEW RESEARCH CENTER

representative, with samples
of about 1,500 or more respondents in each country, allowing researchers to analyze the opinions
of respondents by age, gender, education and religious affiliation (Christian or religiously
unaffiliated). A comb ination of landline and cellphone random -digit -dial samples was used.
Respondents in the landline sample were randomly selected byasking for the adult who has the
next birthday. Interviews in the cell sample were conducted with the person who answered the
phone, if that person was an adult 18 years of age or older.

The combined landline and cellphone sample are weighted using an iterative technique that

matches age, gender, education and regional population distributions to parameters from the
latest census data availablefor the adult population in each country. In the absence of census data,
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large government surveys were used as benchmarksThe weighting procedure accounts for the
fact that respondents who haveboth alandline and a cellphone have a greater probability of being
included in the combined sample and adjusts for household size among respondents with a
landline phone. The margins of error reported and statistical tests of significance are adjusted to
account f or t hefecs aimesasary d@f Isow thecls effigiancy is lost from the weighting
procedures.

The study, funded by The Pew Charitable Trusts and the John Templeton Foundation, is part of a
larger effort by Pew Research Center to understand religious change and its imp&t on societies
around the world. The Center previously has conducted religion-focused surveys acrossub-
Saharan Africa; the Middle East-North Africa region and many other countries with large Muslim
populations ; Latin America and the Caribbean; Israel; Central and Eastern Europe; and the United
States.

More details aboutthep r 0 j e ¢ t 6 bgy,mmeludimgcdumtry -specific sample designs for this
study, are available here.

General information on int ernational survey research at Pew Research Center isavailable here.

www.pewesearchorg


http://www.pewforum.org/2010/04/15/executive-summary-islam-and-christianity-in-sub-saharan-africa/
http://www.pewforum.org/2010/04/15/executive-summary-islam-and-christianity-in-sub-saharan-africa/
http://www.pewforum.org/2013/04/30/the-worlds-muslims-religion-politics-society-overview/
http://www.pewforum.org/2013/04/30/the-worlds-muslims-religion-politics-society-overview/
http://www.pewforum.org/2014/11/13/religion-in-latin-america/
http://www.pewforum.org/2016/03/08/israels-religiously-divided-society/
http://www.pewforum.org/2017/05/10/religious-belief-and-national-belonging-in-central-and-eastern-europe/
http://www.pewresearch.org/methodology/international-survey-research/international-methodology/
http://www.pewresearch.org/methodology/international-survey-research/

167
PEW RESEARCH CENTER

Focus groups

In addition to the multi -country survey, Pew Research Center commissioned Ipsos MORI to
conduct a series of focus groups in five Western European countries. Each focus group consisted of
eight adults coming together for approximately two hours for a discus sion led by a professional
moderator. Participants were recruited, by telephone, from a variety of sources: re-contact
questions at the end of pre-existing surveys, purchased sample lists and people who have opted in
to be on vendor recruitment lists.

Potential participants were asked questions on topics such astheir religious identification,
religious practices, views on diversity and social circles, and then were chosen so that each focus
group included a broad mix of backgrounds and opinions. People who work in journalism, public
relations or market research and those who have participated in a prior market research study in
the last year were excluded from recruitment.

Within each groupb6és selected demographieensafomposi t i
gender, age and education.In each group, no more than two people were economicallyinactive
that is, they were unemployed, students or retired.

Four focus groups were conducted in each location with two focus groups on topics related to
immigr ation and pluralism and two focus groups on topics related to religious identification,
beliefs and practices. The countries were selected for their geographic diversity as well as their
varied experiences with immigrants and refugees. The discussion in eah group lasted
approximately two hours. All participants were offered a financial incentive for participation and
to cover out-of-pocket expenses.

Participation in the focus group s was voluntary. Complying with |ICC/ESOMAR Code of Conduct
and all applicable local laws, all information gathered from adults who took part in the focus
groups was anonymized so it is not possible to identify them. During the recruitment stage and in
advance of the groups, each participant voluntarily confirmed his or her willingness to take part in
a focusgroup project, after having been informed of all aspects of the research that are relevant to
their decision to participate. This included the general topics of discussion, the companies
involved in the research, t he atooandidedtiges, hdwadyi ty of
data they provide will be used, and explicit notification that their answers would be recorded and
transcribed for research purposes. All participants were reassured prior to the groups that they
could withdraw from the resear ch processat any time without penalty or loss of the incentive
payment.
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Western Europe focus groups

Location, date, topic and composition of each group

Location Date Topic Groupcomposition

Adults ages 2039 who identify their

Religious identification Adults ages 2639 who identify as religion as atheist, agnostic or

b%?tg%n, Sept. 2627, beliefs and practice Christian cnothing in particulab
Kinadom 2017 P— Native-born adults ages 2639 who  Native-born adults ages 4669 who
g Immigration and ; ; .
lurali have some university education or have completed secondary school c
pluralism more less
- q <. Adults ages20-39 who identify their Adults ages40-69 who identify their
Rgl(le%lec?:s;ggnt;gggggn religion as atheist, agnostic or religion as atheist, agnostic or
Stockholm,  Oct. 23, p onothing in particula onothing in particulao
Sweden 2017 Immiaration and  Nativeborn adults ages 20639 who  Nativeborn adults ages 40669 who
|g l have some university education or have some university education or
pluralism more more
Religious identification Adults ages 2639 who identify as  Adults ages40-69 who identify as
. beliefs and practice Christian Christian
Madrid, Oct. 45, . .
Spain 2017 P Native-born adults ages 2039 who Nativeborn adults ages 4669 who
p Immigration and
lurali have completed secondary school ¢ have completed secondary school ¢
pluralism less less
Religious identification Ad?g?g?gfzsg?ﬁeﬁ?oa'gﬁgg% tgre" Adults ages 4669 who identify as
Berlin, Oct. 910, beliefs and practice cnothing in particulab Christian
Germany 2017 Immiaration and . Nativeborn adults ages 2039 who  Nativeborn adults ages 4669 who
|g l have completed secondary school ¢ have completed secondary school ¢
pluralism less less
Religious identification  Adults ages 2639 who identify as  dults ages 4069 who identify their
beliefs and practice Christian religion as atheist, agnostic or
Paris, Oct. 17-18, onothing in particulad
France 2017 Immiaration and  Nativeborn adults ages 2639 who  Nativeborn adults ages 4669 who
gratl have some university education or have some university education or
pluralism more more

Source: Focus groups conducted Septemb@ctober 2017 infive countries.
o0Being Christian in Western Europebo
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