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The Hispanic Electorate in Florida

Demography

About 1.5 million Latinos are eligible to vote in Florida, representing
approximately 14 percent of the more than 11 million eligible voters in the state,
according to a Pew Hispanic Center analysis of data from Current Population Surveys
conducted by the U.S. Bureau of the Census in 2003. Of those Florida Latinos, who are
U.S. citizens and at least 18 years old, some 540,000 or 36 percent identify themselves as
being of Cuban origins, and another 480,000 or 32 percent identify as being of Puerto
Rican origins. Another 315,000 or 21 percent trace their origins to Central and South
America.

About 60 percent of Florida’s Hispanic voters live in just three counties each with

different characteristics.

=  Miami-Dade County is home to 590,000 Hispanic eligible voters or 39 percent of
the state’s Latino electorate, by far the largest concentration in the state. Two-thirds of
them are of Cuban origins. Latinos account for 52 percent of the eligible voters in the
county.

= Orange County, where Orlando is located, is next largest with a Hispanic voting
population of 166,000 or 11 percent of the state’s Latino electorate. Two-thirds are of
Puerto Rican origins. Latinos account for 14 percent of the county’s voters.

= Broward County, where Fort Lauderdale is located, has 165,000 Hispanic eligible
voters or 11 percent of the state’s Latino electorate. Central and South Americans are the
largest Hispanic group in Broward, representing 42 percent of the county’s Latino voters.
Puerto Ricans are the next largest group with 30 percent and Cubans make up 20 percent
of the Hispanic voters in Broward. Latinos represent 14 percent of the county’s voters.

The major Hispanic origin groups are distributed across Florida in distinctive

geographic patterns:

= Nearly three-quarters (73%) of Florida’s Cuban voters live in Miami-Dade. The
rest of the Cuban electorate is scattered across the state.

= Puerto Rican voters are much more evenly distributed around the state. The
largest concentration in any one county is the 23 percent of Puerto Rican voters in
Orange County. Elsewhere, Miami-Dade (11%), Broward (10%) and Osceola (9%) also
have significant shares of Florida’s Puerto Rican voters.

= The largest concentration of Central and South American voters is in Miami-
Dade(38%). Other significant shares are located in Broward (22%) and Orange (11%).
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Eligible Voters in Selected Florida Counties by Hispanic Origin
Source: 2003 Current Population Surveys

Total Total Non- Latino
Mexican Puerto Cuban Central/South Other Hispanic Hispanic Total Eligible | Share of
Rican American Hispanics Eligible SP Voters Eligible
Eligible Voters
Voters Voters
MIAMI-DADE 12,448 54,271 | 392,799 118,471 12,506 590,495 544,176 1,134,671 52%
ORANGE 8,100 | 112,657 8,871 33,736 2,560 165,924 451,058 616,982 27%
BROWARD 3,711 49,765 33,565 68,766 9,220 165,027 975,643 1,140,670 14%
HILLSBOROUGH 8,488 35,927 40,068 11,429 10,662 106,574 607,880 714,454 15%
PALM BEACH 6,565 17,308 15,737 19,717 2,081 61,408 707,142 768,550 8%
OSCEOLA 2,657 43,304 4,403 7,223 57,587 127,172 184,759 31%
OTHER COUNTIES 69,186 | 166,809 45,442 56,050 10,680 348,167 6,076,938 6,425,105 5%
TOTAL 111,155 | 480,041 | 540,885 315,392 47,709 | 1,495,182 9,490,009 10,985,191 14%
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Attitudes

In a survey taken earlier this year, Cuban voters in Florida were significantly
more supportive of President George W. Bush’s handling of the war in Iraq than non-
Cuban voters. However, there were only small differences between the two groups on

social issues like abortion, according to The Pew Hispanic Center/ Kaiser Family

Foundation 2004 National Survey of Latinos. Politics and Civic Engagement.

Florida Registered Voters Cuban Non-
Cuban
Do you approve or disapprove of the way Strongly approve | 47% 24%
George W. Bush is handling the situation in Somewhat 0% 15%
Iraq? approve
Spmewhat 89, 12%
disapprove
Strongly 17% | 42%
disapprove
Don’t o o
Know/Refused 8% 8%
Florida Registered Voters Cuban Non-
Cuban
Do you think George W. Bush has a clear plan for | Yes, has a clear 0 o
-7 R 55% 31%
bringing the situation in Iraq to a successful plan
conclusion, or don’t you think so? No, does not
have a clear 35% 64%
plan
Don’t Know/ 0 0
Refused 10% 6%
Florida Registered Voters Cuban | Now-
Cuban
On another subject, do you think abortion should | Legal in all cases | 23% 16%
l?e legal in all cases, legal in most cases, or illegal | Legal in most 27% 36%
in all cases? cases
Illegal in most 25% 20%
cases
Illegal in all 16% 20%
cases
Don’t 0 0
Know/Refused 8% 7%
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Florida Registered Voters Cuban Non-
Cuban
Do you agree or disagree with the following Strongly agree | 66% 64%
statement: Religion is a private matter that should be | Somewhat 15% 129
kept out of public debates over social and political agree ° ’
issues? Is that strongly or somewhat? Spmewhat 894 50,
disagree
Strongly 6% | 18%
disagree
Don’t 0 0
know/refused 4% 2%
Methodology

Data on Florida’s Hispanic electorate was extracted from the monthly Current
Population Surveys (CPS) conducted in 2003 by the U.S. Bureau of the Census. The CPS
is the U.S. government’s preeminent monthly survey and serves as the basis for the U.S.
Bureau of Labor Statistics’ monthly employment release, as well as the nation’s official
poverty estimates. Combining data from 12 monthly surveys created a sufficiently large
sample to allowed a detailed analysis of the Hispanic population in Florida.

The 2004 National Survey of Latinos. Politics and Civic Engagement was
conducted by telephone between April 21 and June 9, 2004 among a nationally
representative sample of 2,288 Latino adults, who were selected at random and were
interviewed in either English or Spanish, based on the respondent’s preference. The
sample included 328 persons in Florida who said they are U.S. citizens and are registered
to vote. About two-thirds of the non-Cubans in this sub-sample are of Puerto Rican
origins.
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