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QUESTIONS 1 AND 2 HELD FOR FUTURE RELEASE

Q.3

ITEMS 3A, 3C, 3E, AND 3F HELD FOR FUTURE RELEASE

b.

As | read a list of some stories covered by news organizations this past week, please tell me if you
happened to follow each news story very closely, fairly closely, not too closely, or not at all

closely. First, [INSERT ITEM; ROTATE ITEMS IN BLOCKS A-C FIRST, FOLLOWED

BY D-F] [IF NECESSARY “Did you follow [ITEM] very closely, fairly closely, not too closely

or not at all closely?”]

Reports about the condition of the U.S.

economy
September 5-8, 2008
August 29-31, 2008
August 15-18, 2008
August 8-11, 2008
August 1-4, 2008
July 25-28, 2008
July 18-21, 2008
July 11-14, 2008
June 27-30, 2008
June 13-16, 2008
May 9-12, 2008
May 2-5, 2008
April 18-21, 2008
April 4-7, 2008
March 28-31, 2008
March 20-24, 2008

February 29-March 3, 2008

February 15-18, 2008
February 1-4, 2008
January 18-21, 2008
January 11-14, 2008
November 2-5, 2007
October 19-22, 2007
August 10-13, 2007
Mid-November, 2006
December, 2005

Early November, 2005
Mid-May, 2005
January, 2005
Mid-October, 2004
Early September, 2004
Mid-January, 2004
December, 2003
November, 2003
October, 2003
September, 2003
March, 2003

February, 2003

Very Fairly Not too Not at all DK/
Closely  Closely Closely Closely Refused
56 27 12 5 *=100
44 33 16 7 *=100
41 34 13 11 1=100
39 36 15 10 *=100
39 35 16 10 *=100
47 34 11 8 0=100
46 32 10 12 *=100
45 33 13 9 *=100
44 33 12 10 1=100
49 31 12 7 1=100
42 33 14 11 *=100
45 31 13 11 *=100
43 31 15 10 1=100
41 35 13 10 1=100
39 37 12 12 *=100
42 36 14 8 *=100
45 33 13 9 *=100
38 35 15 11 1=100
37 36 11 16 8=100
40 37 14 8 1=100
42 31 16 11 *=100
36 32 15 16 1=100
27 37 16 19 1=100
25 34 20 21 *=100
28 36 18 18 *=100
31 40 17 11 1=100
35 35 18 11 1=100
35 39 17 9 *=100
30 39 19 11 1=100
35 41 17 7 *=100
30 43 16 10 1=100
39 34 15 11 1=100
37 41 15 7 *=100
35 38 14 11 2=100
40 34 15 10 1=100
32 39 16 12 1=100
39 30 18 12 1=100
40 35 16 8 1=100
42 33 15 10 *=100



Q.3 CONTINUED...

d.

January, 2003
December, 2002
February, 2002
January, 2002
December, 2001
Mid-November, 2001
June, 2001

May, 2001
April, 2001
February, 2001
January, 2001
June, 1995
March, 1995
February, 1995
December, 1994
October, 1994
June, 1994

May, 1994
January, 1994
Early January, 1994
December, 1993
October, 1993
September, 1993
Early September, 1993
August, 1993
May, 1993
February, 1993
January, 1993
September, 1992
May, 1992
March, 1992
February, 1992
January, 1992
October, 1991

Turmoil among major financial institutions on
Wall Street
TREND FOR COMPARISON:!
September 12-15, 2008: Government
takeover of Fannie Mae and Freddie Mac
March 20-24, 2008: Bear Stearns buyout
August, 1989: Savings and loan bailout

Very Fairly Not too Not at all DK/
Closely  Closely Closely Closely Refused
40 35 13 11 1=100
38 34 17 10 1=100
35 40 15 9 1=100
30 44 16 9 1=100
37 40 13 8 2=100
41 36 15 7 1=100
24 41 18 16 1=100
34 36 15 15 0=100
36 34 16 13 1=100
30 39 18 12 1=100
32 38 17 11 2=100
26 41 22 11 *=100
27 45 19 9 *=100
23 41 22 13 1=100
28 43 20 9 *=100
27 40 20 12 1=100
25 42 23 10 *=100
33 40 16 10 1=100
34 39 16 10 1=100
36 44 13 7 *=100
35 41 15 8 1=100
33 38 20 9 *=100
37 40 14 8 1=100
39 39 14 9 *=100
41 36 14 9 *=100
37 38 18 6 1=100
49 36 10 5 *=100
42 39 12 7 *=100
43 37 13 6 1=100
39 39 15 6 1=100
47 38 11 4 *=100
47 37 10 6 *=100
44 40 11 5 *=100
36 38 16 9 1=100
49 28 14 9 *=100
28 35 19 17 1=100
21 26 21 32 *=100
26 30 20 23 1=100

September 12-15, 2008 asked about: “The federal government taking control of the mortgage companies Fannie Mae and
Freddie Mac.” March 20-24, 2008 asked about: “The buyout of Wall Street investment bank Bear Stearns.” August, 1989
asked about: “Passage in Congress of a bill to bailout ailing savings and loan institutions.”
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QUESTIONS 4 THROUGH 7 HELD FOR FUTURE RELEASE

Q.8

How well would you say you understand recent financial problems involving Wall Street
investment banks and other companies with ties to the housing market?
[READ IN ORDER]

24 Very well
48 Fairly well
22 Not too well [OR]

6 Not well at all
* Don’t know/Refused (VOL. DO NOT READ)
100

QUESTION 9 HELD FOR FUTURE RELEASE

Q.10

Q.10a

Q.10b

Regardless of which candidate you prefer, which candidate do you think could best address the
problems investment banks and companies with ties to the housing market are having? [READ
AND ROTATE]

47 Barack Obama

35 John McCain

3 Neither (VOL. DO NOT READ)

8 Both/Either (VOL. DO NOT READ)

7 Don’t know/Refused (VOL. DO NOT READ)
100

How much if anything have you heard about each of the following? Have you heard a lot, a little
or nothing at all? [READ ITEMS; ROTATE ITEMS]

Nothing DK/

A lot A little atall Refused
Merrill Lynch being sold to Bank of America 49 37 14 *=100
The investment bank Lehman Brothers filing for
bankruptcy 59 28 13 *=100
The insurance company AlG receiving a loan of up to
$85 billion from the Federal Reserve Bank 64 24 12 *=100
A government plan to take over bad loans from major
banks and financial institutions 58 30 12 0=100

Based on what you have read and heard, do you think that the government is doing an excellent,
good, only fair or poor job handling the financial problems on Wall Street?

2 Excellent

17 Good

44 Only fair

33 Poor

4 Don’t know/Refused (VOL.)
100



Q.10c  Asyou may know, the government is potentially investing billions to try and keep financial
institutions and markets secure. Do you think this is the right thing or the wrong thing for the
government to be doing?

57 Right thing

30 Wrong thing

13 Don’t know/Refused (VOL.)
100

QUESTIONS 11 AND 12 HELD FOR FUTURE RELEASE



